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OF THE 

DECLINE AND FAIii 

OP THB 

ROMAN EMPIBE. 

CHAP.XXVIL 
Death i^.GrntiAn*---Ruin of AriaT^/m*^*^t. Am^ 

• ^f—Ckarai^er^ Admm^aimn^ and Penance^ 
: ofTheodt^m.-^DeiahqfValentinianlL'^ 
Second civ^ War^ agmn/i jEugenius. -" Deaih 
qf Theodqfiut, 

THE tfatne o)r Gratian* before he had ac- ^ ^^^- 
ccw^pWbe^ the twentieth year of his age, «_-^^-l/ 
Was eqiial-to that of the n^ft celebratQd princes* clwraaer 
Uus,gjBntl$..andamiaWe (li(po0tion endeared him dua^^^tw 
to hi^ private friend?, the graceful affability of Emperor 
bis ERanners^wgaged the affedlion of the people i ^^^' 
|J\f lU>en of letters, who eiijoyed the liberality, 379—383* 
acknowledged the tafte and eloquence of their 
jTev^reigii ; kis^ v^our and dexterity in arms 
Were equally applauded by the foldiers ; and the 
VOL^V. B clergy 



2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, clergy confidered the humble piety of Gratiam 
xxm ^ ^j^g g^,^ ^^ J jjj^fl. yfgfy^ ^f jjjg virtues. The 

vi6l;ory of Colmar had delivered the Weft from 
a formidable invafion; and the grateful pro- 
vinces of the Eaft afcribed the merits of Theo- 
dofius to the author of his greatnefs, and of 
the public fafety. Gratian furvived thofe me- 
morable events only four br five years ; but he 
furvived his reputation ; and, before he fell a 
vi6lim to rebellion, he had loft, in a great mea- 
fure, the xefped and confidencq of the Roman 
woridi^ - 
Hit defcifts. The remarkable alteration of his character of 
conduct, may not be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery, which had befieged the fon of Valentinian 
from his infancy ; nor to the headftrong paffions 
which that gentle youth appears to have efcaped. 
A more attentive view of the life of Gratian, may 
perhaps fuggeft the true caufeof the difappoint- 
ment of the public hopes. His apparent vir- 
tues, inftead of being the hardy produ6l!on9 of 
experience and adverfity, were the prematiu'eimd 
artificial fruits of a royal education. The^an- 
xious tendernefs of his father was continually 
employed to beftow on him thofe advantages, 
which he might perhaps efteiem the more highly, 
as he himfelf had been deprived of them ; and 
the moft (kilful mafters of every fcience, and of 
every art, had laboured to form tH^ mind arid 
body of the young prince'. The knowledge 

which 

' ValeAtiniaiiwas lefs attentive to the redigiod of his fon; fince he 
entrtifted the education of Gratiaa to Aufoniu^i a proCbiFed Pagan 

<Mem'» 



bF triE ROMAN EI^PIRI^. J 

^hich they painfully communicated wsts did c ri A F. 
played with ofteiitation, and celebrated with , ^^^' 
laviih praife^ His foft arid tra6lable difpofitioii 
received the fairimpreffion clf their judicious pre-^ 
cepts, and the abfence of paffion might ealily be 
miflaken for the ftrength of teafon. His pre- 
ceptors gradually rofe to the rank and confe- 
quence of minifters of ftate* ; and, as they wifely 
diflembled their fecret authority, he feemed to 
a£); with firmnefs, with propriety, and tvith judg- 
ment, on the mod important occafioris of his life 
and reign. But the influence of this elaborate! 
inftru6tion did not penetrate beyond th^ furface ; 
and the Ikilful preceptors, who fo accurately 
guided the fteps of their royal pupil^ could not 
infufe into his feeble and indolent chara6ler, the 
vigorous and independent principle of a6lion, 
which renders the laborious piirfuit of glory et 
fentially neceffary to the happinefs, and almoft 
to the exiftence, of the hero. As foon as time 
and accident had removed thofe faithful counfel* 
lors from the throne, the Emperor of the Weft in- 
fenfibly defcendedto the level of his natural ge- 
nius ; abandoned the reins of government to the 
ambitious hands which were ftretched forwards 
fo grafp them ; and amufed his leifure with thes 
moft frivolous gratifications. A public fale of 

(Mem. de I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn, xv. p*i%s — isB.)* Thel 
poetical fame of Aufonius condemns the taite of his age. 

* Aufonius was fucceffively promoted to the Praetorian prarfedloi* 
of Italy (A.D. 377.), and of Gaul (A.D. 378.) J and was at length 
invefted with the conJfuHhip (A.D. 379.)« He expreiled his grati- 
tude- in a fervile and infipid piece of flattery (A^io Gratiarum, p. 699 
— 736.)y which has furvived more worthy predu(5lion8. 

B 2 favour 



A THE DECJ-INE ANJ) FAJ-J- 

c H A ^« j&v;our and injuftice was iq(li]tuted, bqdi id i^ 
^^vn.^ court, aiwJ in jthe province!^, by tbe wortbldff 
delegates of his power» whofe merit it w^s m&d^ 
Jacrilege to queftipn \ The confcienc^ A^f jbl^ 
credulous prince was dire6led by &ix3kt$ and 
jbifliops^; who procured an Imperial e4l<^ to 
puniib) as a capital offence, thq violation, tbo 
ftegleft or even the ignorance of the diving law ^ 
^mong the various arte which had exercifed the 
youth of Gratian, he had applied bimfelf with 
fingular inclipation and fuccef^) to managis the 
horfe, to draw the bow, ^n^ to dart the javeKo j 
and thefe qualifications which might b^ ufh&ii to 
a foldier, were proftituted to the viler pu)po&fl 
of hunting. Large parks were inclpf^d for the 
Imperial pleafures, and plentifully ftpcked with 
every fpecies of wild be^fts ; and Gratian m^ 
gle£tedthe duties, and even thie dignity, of bis 
rank, to confurae whqle days in the vain diiplay 
of his dexterity and boldnefs in the chace. The 
pride and wifli of the Roman Emperor to excdl 
in an art, in ^hich he ipigbt be furpaflfed by the 
meaneil of his ilaves, reminded the numerous 
ipedlators of the examples of Nero and Clom-r 

^ Difputaredefffincipalijudicioxionoportet. Sacrilcgii eium ififiar 
eft dubitare, an is dignus fit, qtiem elegerit imperator. ' Codex JuAi- 
ma|i* 1* Ix. tk. :|xix. leg^ 3 . This conyenlent law was revived and pro* 
mul^ated, after the death of Gratian, by the feeble court of Milan. 

* Ambrofe compofed, for his inftru<^ion, a theological treatife qj^ 
the faith of the Trinity : dnd Tllleraont (Hift. des Einperenrs, torn. v. 
p. 158. 169.) aimbed to' the archbifhop the merit of Gratian's intole* 
rant laws. 

* Qui divinae legift fan<Slitatem nefciendo onrittunt, tat pegligendo 
violan^, et olTendunt, facrilegium committunt. Codex Juftinian. 1. ix, 
ti(. xxif . leg. z. Theodolius indeed may Qhim his fiiai^, in the tnerit 
of this comprehenfive law* 

modus } 
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Ipddtis : but tfefe cbafte and temperale Gfatiaw c H A Pi 
1Wa» a firahge^ to their monllrous vices ; and xxTO> 
fifs^ hands were ftained only with the blood erf 

The behaviour of Gratian, which degraded Difc<mtent 
his (ihara^ter in the eyes of mankind, could riot r^^ 
fiiVe difiurbed the fecurity of his rei^n, if the troops. 
army had not been provoked to refent their pe* ^^' ^'^' 
eulia^ itijUries. As long as the yoiihg Emperor^ 
W£fe guided by the inftru^ions of his mafiers, 
ie profeffed' himfelf the friend- and p\ipil of the 
ibMiers ; many of his hours were Ipent in the fa- 
.Aiffiar convei*iation of the camp ; and tihe health, 
ifhecbibforts, the rewards, thie honours, of his 
£tithful troops, appeared to be the obje6t of 
his attentive concern. But, rfter Gratian mpre 
freely indulged^ his prevailing taffie for hunting 
arid fliootirig, he naturally conne6led himfelf 
iti^ the moll deixteroas minifters of his favourite 
atiiufemeiit. A body of the Alani was received' 
into the milifafy and domeffiic fervi^e of the 
ps^lace ; and the admirable Ikill, which they 
\irere accuftomi6d to difplay in the unbounded 
jifeitts of Scythiai wsis^ exercifed on a more nar- 
row tlifeatre, in the parts and rnclofores of Glaiil. 
Gtatiatt admired the talents arid ciiftoms of thelfe 
favbutiie guards^ to whoni alone he intrufled 
the' deiferice of His perfori : and,^ as if he raeint 
to infult the pfubKc opinion, be frequency 

^ Amxmaims (xxxi.; lo.). and the younger Yi6iosi ackoonriedge the 
Tirtues of Gratian ; andaccufey or rather lament* his degenerate tafie^ 
Th^ odious paralld of Commodus is ikved hy << licit incmentus ;'* , 
9od perhaps Philoftorglus' (Lx* cio* and Godefroy^ p»4X2u) had 
pardedi vdth fame fi^ar refervey the comparifon of Nero. 

33 fliewed 



6 THE PECLINE ANP FALL 

CHAP, fliewed hiiafelf to the foldiers and pepple, with 
^j^^,,/> the drefs and arms, the long bow, the founding 
quiver, and tjie fur garments, of a Scythian 
warrior. The unworthy fpe£tacle of a ^oman 
prince who had renounced the drefs and man- 
ners of his country, filled the .minds of the le- 
gions with grief ^ud indignation ^ Even the 
(jrermans, fo (Ijrong and formidable in the armies 
of the empire, afFefted to difdain the ftrange and 
horrid appearance of the favages of the IvTorth, 
who, in the fpace of a few years, had wandered 
^ from the banks of the Volga to thofe of the 
Seine. A loud and licentious murmur was echoed 
through the camps and garrifons of the Weft; and 
as the mild indolence of Gratian neglected to 
extinguifh the firft fymptoms of difcontent, the 
want of love and refpe6l was not fupplied by the 
influenpe of fear. But the fubverfion of an efta-^ 
bliflied government is always a work of fome 
real, and of much appaTent, difHculty ; and the 
throne of Gratian was prpte6ted by the fan6lions 
of cuftom, law, religion, and the nice balance 
of the civil and military powers, which had been 
eftablifhed by the policy of Conftantin^ It is 
not very important to inquire from what caufes 
the revolt of Britain was produced. Accident 
is commonly the parent of diforder; the feed? 
of rebellion happened to fall on a foil which was 
fuppofed to be more fruitful than any other in 



7 Zofimus, (1. iv. p. a470 ^^ ^^ younger Yi6ior afcribe the re- 
volution to th« favour of the Alani, and the difcontent of the Roman 
troops. Dum ezercitum negligeret> et paucos ex Alanis, quos ingenti 
^pro ad fe tianilulerat> anteferret veteri ac Romano militi. 

tyrants 
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tyrants and ufurpers ^ ; the legions of that fequfef- chap. 
tered ifland had been long famous for a fpirit of ^^'^ 
prefumption and arrogance ^ ; and the name of Revolt of 
Maximus was proclaimed, by the tumultuary, MMdmus 
but unanimous voice, both of the ibidiers and of 
the provincials. The Emperor, or the rebel, for 
his title was not yet afcertained by fortune, was a 
native of Spain, the countryman, the fellow-fol- 
dier, and the rival of Theodofius, whofe elevation 
he had not feen without fome emotions of envy 
and refentment : the events, of his life had long 
fince fixed him in Britain ; and I (hould not be^ 
unwilling to find fome evidence for the marriage, 
which he is faid to have contra6led with the 
daughter of ^ wealthy lord of Caf riiarvonfliire '% 
But this provincial rank might juflly be conO- 
dered as a ftate of exile and obfcurity ; and if 
Maximus had obtained any civil or military oflSce, 
Jie was not invefted with the authority either of 
governor or general ''. His abilities, and even 

* Bntannia fertilis proviocla tynmnoninif is t memorable expref- 
fion, ufcdby Jerom in the Pelagian controverfy, and varioufly tortured 
in the difputes of our national antiquaries, llie revolutions of the laft 
age appeared to juftify die image of the fublime Boflliety ** cette ifle^ 
plus orageule que les mers qui I'environnent, 
• 9 2K>fimus fays of the Brkiih foldiersy rv¥ u\Kw avocrruv vXtor <ivQah 
f KM QvfjM nwfxtvcvi. 

'*" Helena the daughter of Eudda. Her chapel may ftill be feen at 
Caerfegonty now Caer-narvon (Carte's Hift. of England, vol. i. p. i68. 
from Rowland's Mona Antiqua). The prudent reader may not per- 
haps be fatisfied with fuch Welih evidence. 

*' Cambden (vol. i. introdu^ p. ci.) appoints him governor of 
Britam ; and the father of our antiquities is followed, as ufuaU by his 
' blind progeny. Pacatus and Zofimus had taken fome pains to prevent 
^this error> or fable ; and I (hall protefl myfelf by their deciiive tefii- 
nionies. Regali habitd exulem fuum» illi exules orbis induerunt (in 
Panegyr. Vet. zii. 23.). and the Greek hiftorian ilill lefs equivocally! 
mrr^ (Maximus) }f v^i u; «px^v irrt/xov vtvx^ w^otXGft/v. (1. iv. p. 248.) 

B 4 bi3 
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CHAP, his mtegcityy ^re acknofwledged by the partial 
^^^^ "j writers of the 3ge> and the merit muft indeed 
have been confpicuous, that could esitort &t£kb 
2L coafeffion in favour of the vaKsquiflied en^my 
of TheodofiuB. The difcpntent o£ Maximuis) 
Blight iucUne hko to* eenfure the comliifi; of bis^ 
fovereign, ^nd to efiieom^age, perhaps vriitliont 
^ny views of amiDitioir,. the murtmnrs o£ ikm 
, ti^eopsb But ifi the mldft of the tvtmuih;^ be aft<r 
:&iUy, OF mod^ftly, reiufed toia&end the tbrode^ 
imd fome credit appealer to have 1qM» ^6n ta 
bis own pi^tiv^ declaratioYK^ that he waa ossm^ 
pelled to a€^ee^ll th^ dbe^gerQUs pr«&9't of tlw 
Imperial: pwpie: **, 
^ght and But th^i^ was daAgef Hlsc^ife. in refufiug th* 
^tia^ empire y and fironi' tknenaOMtent that Maxicootiis had 
violated his allegiance tah>& lajwful fovereigny }sm 
could, not hc^e tOf reigir^ or even to live, if he 
confined Ms moderate ambi4:itoii witlnni the Havv 
^ riow Umits of Britain. He boldly and wifely re* 

folved to prevent the deflgns of Qratian ; the 
youth of the iftantf crowded to his ftancJardV andt 
hie invaded Gaul with a fleet and army,, whtob 
were long afterwards remembered, as tl'ie emis 
gration of a cpnfiderable part of the BritftAi na^ 
tion 'K The Emperor, in hisi peaceful refidenc^ej^ 

" Sulpicius Severus, Dialog., ii. 7. Oroftus,, 1, vij. c, 34. p. 55^. 
they both acknowledge (Sulpicius had been his fubjedt) his inno? 
cence and merit. It is Angular enough, that'M^xiii^us fhould'be lelf 
favourably treated by Zofimus, the partial adverftry of his rival; 

'^ Archbilhop Ufher (Antiquitat. Britain. Ecolei^ p.. 1079. id8^)< 
^as diligeptly colleded the legends of the ifland- and thft eontineafci. 
T|ie w(u>Ie emigration conii&ed of 5Q1Q00 foldi^. uA reo^opo^ 

|)lebeian8ii 
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of Paa?ia, was alaarraed by their feofllile approach^ ;* C^A R 
$Qd the darts which he idly wafted on Kods and . ^ ^ ^ 
bears, might have been employed naoie honpTtsr^ 
ably againft the rd^ls; But hi& feeble efforts 
aimoifl39bsed his d^eneirate fpiriit and defp^rarter 
lUuatioai } and dejj^ived him^ of tfie re^^eds^ 
which he lliH might h2(n?^efoiinid, in th:e: fiipp<$t& 
of hi» £bbje£bsr and; alliea The: am^e^ of GsLtAjr 
inAead of oppoiim^ the marofar o£ M^ximu^^ v^ 
(ieived him! with jojTftti and toyaii) a?odiEim«iotn^^ 
and the fhape of libe de&rtioii was* tcdm&tm^ 
from the ptedple to the primcc- The troops^ 
who& fta4iion mot^e immediately attaislied thew to 
thefeirvice of tkue palace,. aJbeondbned thB^ftittidtilit^ 
o£ Crra/flian^ the fixib tmm that it w^s displayed im 
the neighbourhood of FaDris. The Emperor ^ 
the Weil fled/ towdiixkr LyiMis^y wiltlb a llr^ d 
only three hi^dcedf hiocfe -^ md^ in. the dtbsi 
lalong the road, where be^hop^ to fttrd a^ fefagi^v 
or at lieaft a pai&gey hewaisr taughti, by cruet 
experience, that every gate is fliut a^gafit) A «h^ 
linforturiate. Yet he might Hill haver reached, in 
fafety. the dominions' o*Mri«^br©l*Hef;. atod'fccW 
have returned with the forces of Italy and t^ 
Jiaft 'y if he had Hot fiiflered hinrfeif to^ be faftalty 
deceived by the perfidiocfs gdvernbf of the LyoU* 
neie province. Gratian^ was^ atafcafcHi b^ pvoCefta- 
tiorte of dbiibtful fldefity, and' th^ Hoges of a 

plebeians, who fettled in Bretagne. Their deQi{^ b^deb^ StcUn* 
fula> with ii^oo nobley ai^ 6&90ea iJiebeiMy virgmij^t ikiiAoefe tHeir 
way ; landed ecet Colagoer.and were a^^m(^ otfusli^t itturdtoBd.bjrtbd 
.Huos. But the plefaeioa fiftQrr> have ima-- defoildedr ol( tMnd^pii* 
|ionoursf and» what si' fiilhha«ier,>jDhn l^ritiiiettMte piefattts* Mp 
fnentioa the children of thefe Britifh virgins. 
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CHAP, fupport, which could not be effe6lual ; till the 
^^ " arrival of Andragathlus, the general of the ca- 
valry of Maximus, put an enid to ' his fufp^nfe. 
That refolute officer executed, without remorfe, 
the orders, or the intentions, of the ufurper. 
A-D.383. Qratian, as he rofe from fupper, was delivered 
Aug.»5« into the hands of the aflaflin ; and his body was 
denied to the pious and preffing intreaties of his 
brother Valentinian '\ The death of the Empe- 
ror was fallowed by that of his powerful general 
Mellobaudes, the King of the Franks; who main- 
tained, to the laft moment of his life, the ambi- 
guous reputation, which is the juft recompence oi 
obfcure and fubtle policy '^ Thefe executions 
might be neceffary to the public fafety : but the 
fuccefsful ufurper,. whofe power w^as acknow- 
ledged by all the provinces of the Weft, had the 
merit, and the fatisfii6tion of boafting, that ex- 
cept thofe who had perifhed by the chance of 
war, his triumph was not ftained by the blood of 
the Romans *^ 

'♦ Zofimus (1. iv. p. 3489 a49.) has tranfported the death of Gra- 
tian from Lugdunum in Gaul (Lyons) to Singidunum in Moe&u 
Some hints maybe extra^ed from the Chronicles ; fome lies Wy be 
detedled in Sozomen (l. yii. c. 13.) and Socrates (l«y. c. 11). Am- 
lirofe is our moft authentic evidence (torn. i. Enarrat. in Pfalm Ixi. 
p. 961* tom. ii, epift. xxiv. p. 8889 &c. and de Obitil Valentinian, 
Confolat. N® a8. p. 1182.). 

. '^ Pacatus (xii. 28.) celebrates his fidelity ; while his treachery is 
marked in Profper's Chronicle^ as the caufe of the ruin of Gratian. 
Ambrofej who has occalion to exculpate himfelf, only condemns the 
death of Vallio^ a faithful fervant of Gratian (torn. ii. epift. xxiv^ 
p. 891. edit. Benedict.). 

'^ He protefledy nullum ex adverfariis nifi in acie occubuilfe* Sufp. 
Seyerus in Vit.B. Martin, c. 23. The orator of Theodoiius beilows 
relu^anty and therefore weighty, praife on his clemency. Si cui iile, 
pro ceteris fceleribus fuisi minus crudeiis fuiHe videtur. (Fanegyn 
Vet. xii. a8.^. 

II The 
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. The events *of this revolution had paiTed in c ii A P. 
fuch rapid fucceflion, that it would have been ^^~J^\^ 
impoffible for Theodofius to march to the relief Treaty of 
of his benefadlor, before he received the intelli- P^*^® ^ 

twcen 

gence of his defeat and death. During the fea- Maximu« 
fon of lincere grief, or oftentatious mourning, andTheo- 
the Eaftern Emperor was interrupted by the ar- a.d. 
rival of the principal chamberlain of Maximus : 38s— 38> 
and the choice of a venerable old man, for an 
office which was ufually exercifed by eunuchs, 
announced to the court of Conftantinople the 
gravity and temperance of the Britifli ufurper. 
The ambaffador condefcended to juftify, or ex- 
cufe, the condu6t of his mailer ; and to proteft, 
in fpecibus language, that the murder of Gratian 
had been :perpetrated without his knowledge or 
confent, by the precipitate zeal of the foldiers. 
But he proceeded, in a firm and equal tone, to 
ofler Theodofius the alternative of peace, or war. 
The fpeech of the ambaflador concluded with a 
fpirited declaration, that although Maximus, as 
a Roman, and as the father of his people, would 
i^hiife rather to employ his forces in the common 
defence of the republic, he was armed and 
prepared, if his friendfliip fliould be reje6led, 
to difpute, in a field of battle, the empire of 
the world. . An immediate and peremptory 
anfwer was required ; but it was e^ctremely 
difiicult for Theodofius to fatisfy, on this im- 
portant occafion, either the feelings of his own 
mind, or the expectations of the public. The 
imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
^aloud for revenge. From the liberality of Gra«. 

« tian^ 
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e H A p« tiatf , he had received the Imperial diadem : his 
.^^^^^^ patience would encourage the odious fufpicion, 
thdt he was^ more deeply fenfible of former 
injuries, than of recent obligations ; and if he 
accepted the friendihip, he muft feem to Ihare 
the guilt, of the afikflln. Even the principles of 
juftice, and the intereft of fociety, would receive 
a fatal blow from the impunity of Maximus : and 
the example of fuccefsf ul ufurpation would tend 
to difl^lve the artificial fabric of government, 
and once more to re-plunge the empire in thei 
crimes and calamities of the preceding age. But, 
asthefentiments of gratitude and honour {h.6uld 
invariably rbgulate the condu^ of an itidividual, 
they may be overbalanced in the mind of » ibve^ 
teign, by the fenfe of fuperior duties : and thd 
marxim&bodi of juftice and humanity miift perv 
mit the efcape of an ^vocibiis cFiminal, if an 
innocent people would be involved in the con&w* 
%uence9 of his pumfliment. The afiaflhi of Onu 
tian had ufurped, bat he actually poflfefled, the' 
moft warlike province* of the empire ; the Eaft 
waS' exhaufted by thei mibfoitanes^ an J even by" 
the- fiftoeeffr of the Gothic war ; and it was le«' 
rioufly to be slpprehendt^d^ that,, after the vital* 
ftrength of tlie i^epublic K^d been w^ed in a' 
doubtful and deftru^ivecowteft,^ the fe^e con^ 
queror would remain all eafy prrey to the Barba<» 
rians of th^ N©rth> Thefe weighty cortftdera- 
tions engaged Theodofitts to diflemble his refent- 
jnent, and to BicCept the alliance of the tyrant. 
But be ilipulated, that Maxintus ihouid content 
hifffiTclC wi«hf t4>t^ poffeffiorf of th« cwntrfes^be- 

I yond 
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3^ond Ibe Alps. The hrcAh^v g^ OraliM WAS 99 i Pi. 
eonfirmed and iecwaoA m the fovereignty of ^^^^ 
Italy, Africa, and the WeOijern Illyiicum ; and 
fome honourable conditions were in&rted ift the 
trieaty^ to protect the meqapry, and th|3 laws, of 
the.dbaea&d Emperor '^ According to the cu& 
torn of the age, the images of the three Imperii 
pqUeagues were exhibited to the veneration oi 
the people x npr fliould it be lightly fitppofed^ 
that^ iQ the moment of a folemn reconciliation^ 
Theodofius fecretly cherifhed the intention i)i 
perfidy and revenge **. 

. The contempt of Gratian for the Roman fol^f BaptiTm 
diers hadexpofed him to the fatal cffefts xif ^oxST' 
their refentment. His profound veneration; fen of Theo- 
thi6 Chriftian clergy was rewarded by the.ap- ^®^"'» 
plaufe and gratitude of a power^l order, wbich Feb. aS. 
has claimed, in every age, the privilege of dif^ 
penfing honours, both on earth and int heaven ^^. \ 

The orthodox biihops bewailed his deaths and 
their own irreparable lots ; but they were foop 
comforted by the difcovery, that Gratian had 
committed the foeptre of the Ball to the hands of 
a prince whofe humble faith, and fervent zea], 
were fupported by the fpirit and abilities of a 
mcirevigorous diara^ten Among the bennfadfcors 
of the church, the fame of Conftantine has been 

(tom.ii. epill. xviu p. 827.). 

*' Zofimusy 1. iy. Praxis 15 «* We.jncia^ 6if^m -i^s 0<)ipi]U5 fufpi-- 
cion^ ; but we caimqi jtje^ the treaty of p^ace whicli ^ft ^enct^jof 
Theodofius have abfialutelyforg^ttien* or (Iji^htly i^entioQed. 

'^ Their oraclei ti^e Archbi£op .pf Mllj^ ii^i^ii to his pupil Gra-* 
dan an Ivlgk and )rjf fp^b)e^ plaqs 1^ hieaT^ (to^. ii« 4e Obit* V^. 
Confbl. p. Ji92*y 

rivalled 
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c H A P. fivsilled by the glory of Theodofius. If C6nftan> 
xxvn. j-ijjg Yiaid the advantage of eredling the flandard of 
the crofs, the emulation of his fucceffor aflumed 
the merit of fubduing the Arian herefy, and of 
abolifiiing the worihip of idols in the Roman 
world. Theodofius was the firft of the emperors 
baptifed in the true faith of the Trinity. Although 
he was bom of a Chriftian family, the maxims, 
or at leaft the practice, of the age, encouraged 
him to delay the ceremony of his initiation ; till 
he was admoniihed of the danger of delay, by 
the ferious illnefs which threatened his life, to- 
wards the end of the firft year of his reign. 
Before he again took the field againft the 
Goths, he received the facrament of *° baptifm 
from Acholius, the orthodox fiiftiop of Thef- 
falonica *' : and, as the Emperor afcended from 
the holy font, ftill glowing with the warm feel- 
ings of regeneration, he di6lated a foleran 
edi6l, which proclaimed his own faith, and 
prefcribed the religion of his fubjedls. " It 
" is our pleafure (fuch is the Imperial ftyle) 
" that all the nations, which, are governed 
*^ by our clemency and moderation, (hould fted- 
" faftly adhere to the religion which was 
*^ taught by St. Peter to the Romans; which 



** For flie baptifm of Theodofius, fee Sozomen (1, viL c. 4.), 
Socrates (l.v. c. 6.), and Tillemont (Hift. des Emp^reurs, torn. v. 
p.7a8.> .... ^ 

*' Afcolius, or Acholius, was honoured by the friendfhip, and the 
praifeS) of Ambrofe ; who ftyles himfelf, ihurus fidei atque fan<S^itatis'* 
(torn. ij. epift.xv. p. 820.); and afterwards celebrates his fpeed and 
diligence in running to Conftantinople, Italy, &c. (epift. xvi. p.Saa.}; 
a tirtue which does not appertain either to a wall^ or a ^i^t^. 

faithfui 
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** faithful tradition has preferved ; and which c H A F. 
" is now profefled by the.PontifiFDamafus, and ^^^^^^^* 
" by Peter, Bifhop of Alexandria, a man of 
" apoftolic holinefs. According to the difci- 
" pline of the apoftles, and the doftrine of 
*f the gofpel, let us believe the fole. deity of 
" tJie Father, the Son, and the Holy Ohoft 5 
" under an equal majefty, and a pious Tri- 
•' nity. We authorife the followers of this 
*' dodtrine to aflume the title of Catholic 
*< Chriftiansj.and as we judge, that all others 
'^ are extravagant madmen, w^ brand them 
^ with the infamous name of Heretics ; and de* 
" clare, that their conventicles Ihall no longer 
" uf^rp the refpedlable appellation of churches. 
*^ Belides the condemnation of Divine juftice, 
f* they muft expe6l to fuffer the fevere pe^ 
" nalties, which our authority, guided by hea* 
" venly wifdom, fliall think proper to infli^ft 
** upon them **.*' The faith of a foldier is com- 
monly the fruit of inftru^ion, rather than of 
inquiry J but;as the Emperor always fixed his 
eyes^ on the vifible land-marks of orthodoxy, 
which he had fo prudiently conftituted, his reli- 
gious opinions were never affe6led by the Q)e- 
cious texts, the fubtle arguments, and the ambi* 
guous creeds of the Arian do6tors. Once in* 
deed he exprefled a faint inclination to convert 
with the eloquent and learned Eunomius, who 
lived in retirement at a fmall diftance from Con- 

^ Codex Theodof. 1. xvu tit. i. leg. a. with Godefh>/s Commenp 
tary^ torn. vi. p. 5 — 9. Such zn edi^b deferved the wanneft praifef 
•f Baroniusy aurean &n^oiiem» edi<Shun pium et fiihitare. — Sic itut 
ad aflnu 

ilantitiople. 
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jC M A P. ftantinbple. But the dangerous interview wai 
XX VH, prevented by the prayers of the Emprefs Flac- 
x:illa, who trembled for the falvation of her huf^ 
Jbaad; and the mind <^Theodofius was confirmed 
by a theological argumeAt, adapted to therudeft 
irapacity. He bad lately beftowed, on his eldeft 
ion Arcadias^ the name and honours of Au^^ 
Julius, and the two princes were feated on a 
Itately throne to receive the homage of theiir 
iubjedts. A bilhop, Amphilochius of Iconium, 
af^oached the throne, and after faluting with 
due reverence, the perfon of his fovereign, he 
accofted the royal youth with the fame ikmtli&^ 
tendernefs, which be might bave ufed towards a 
plebeian child. Provoked by this infolent beha* 
yiour, the monarch gave orders, that the ruilic 
pqeft fhould be inftantly driven from his pre^^ 
fence. But while the guards were forcing him 
to the door, the dexterous polemic had time to 
execute his defigm, by exclaiming, with, a loud 
voice, ** Such is the treatment, O Emperor ! 
^^ which the King of Heaven has prepared fot 
^^ tfaofe impious men, who affect to worfliip the 
^* jFather^ but refufe to acknowledge the equal 
^^ majefty of his divine Son." Theodofius im* 
mediately embraced the BiChop of Iconium ; and 
never forgot the important leflbn, which he had 
received fi'om this dramatic parable ^^ 

^ Soeomeny I. vb. c. 6. Theodoret, I. v. c. i6. Tillemont is dlT-^ 
j>leafed (Mem. Ecdef. torn. vi. p. 627, 6'28.) with the terms of 
«(EvAic biihap,'^ ^ ob&ure cky." Yet I imift take leave to think, 
Af^ l?o|h AwphUoehius and icosnum word objjeat of kconOdevabltf 

Conflan« 
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Conftantlnople was the principal feat and for- C H A P- 
trefs*©*' Armmfiil ; and, in a l6ng interval of f6rty ^^^^^ 
y€ars*% tfee fisiith ^the prhlces and prelates, Arianifn* 
Who reigned in th^ capital <tf the Eaft, was re- JLopi?"^^ 
jedlad in the pmer fchools of Rome and Alexan- a. d. 
dria* The ardiiepifeopal throne of Madedotiiu^, 340—380. 
which had been polluted with fo much Chridian 
blood. Was fucc«ffively filled by Eudoxus iand 
PamophiluB. Their diocefe enjoyed a free itA-^ 
portaitian of vice and error from every province 
of the empire ; the eager purfuit of religiou$ 
ccmitrtoverfy afforded a new occupation to the bufy 
idliliefs of > thef metropolis ; and we may credit 
ihe aflbrtion of dn; ilit^lligent obferrdr, who de- 
fences, wl»hJbitt0pieslf»fttry, theefFe^s of thdf 
loqiiaciaus seak ** This city,'* fays he, " h flill 
** of ftlectoftriic^ and -flaVes, who are all of them 
" profoand theologians j and preach in the 
** ihops, and in the ftreets. If you deflre a man 
" to change a piece of filver, he informs you, 
^ Wherein the Son differs from the Father : if 
" ytia afk the price of a loaf, you are told, by 
" way of reply, that the Son is inferior to the 
*« Father ) and if you enquire whether tiie bath 
^^ is ready^ the anfwer is^^tbat tlie Soit wa» made 
« out of nothing *^" The heretics, of various 

^ Sozomen, 1. vii. c.5. Socrates, I.#v. c, 7. Marc^ljii m Chrolfc 
Tke Account of forty years muf^ be dated from tlie ek^ioA or i|itm- 
fion of Eufebius ; who wiiely eiko^nged tke Jnih^priG of I^k^media 
fbr thd dirone of Coni!antino|^I(»« 

^^ 6ee Jortut's lUiaacU ob Efickiiafrtcal WAory, v«4. ir. p. fH. 
The ikdrty^iiicd Oratioaiif ifm§^ Kamnsoti iS&t4» indeed feme 
fibular idieasf eveniosie Ml m¥f9 Eidisvlwt f bm Ihvn mff yet foemd 
the wW/ of this remarkable pai&ge, w|bichl.«th^ eo,flief»lth «f 11 
•orredt and liberal fcholar. 

VOL*v. c dene 
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CHAP, denominations, fubfifted in peace under the pro- 
^^\ tefitionof theAriansof Conftantinople : who en- 
deavoured to fecure the attachment of thofe ob- 
fcure fedlaries; while they abufed, with unrelent* 
ing feverity, the vidlory which they had obtained 
over the followers of the council of Nice. During 
the partial reigns of Conftantius and Valens, the 
feeble remnant of the Hoinoouiians was de- 
prived of the public and private exercife of 
their religion ; and it has been obferved, in pa^ 
thetic language, that the fcattered flock was left 
without a (hepherd to wander on the mountains, 
or to be devoured by rapacious wolves **. But, 
as their zeal, inflead of being fubdued, derived 
ftrength and vigour from oppreflion, they feized 
the firit moments of imperfeA freedom, which 
they acquired by the death of Valens, to form 
themfelves into a regular congregation, under 
Gregory the condu6t of an epiicopal paftor. Two 
Nazianzen. natives of Cappadocia, Bafil, and Gregory 
Nazianzen '% were diftinguifhed above all their, 
contemporaries *% by the rare union of profane 

'^ See the thirty-fecond Oration of Gregory Nazianient and the 
account of his own life> which he has compofed in 1806 iambics. 
Yet every phyfician is prone to exaggerate the inveterate nature of the 
difeafe which he has cured. 

^ I confefs myfelf deeply indebted to the two lives of Gregory 
Nazianzen» compofed, with very different views, by Tillemont (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. ix. p.305-- 560. 6^% — 73X.)» and Le Clerc (Bibliotheque 
Univerfelle, tom. xviii. p. i — xa8.). 

** Unlefs Gregory Nazianzen miftook thirty years in his own aget 
he was bom, as well as hb friend Bafil» about the year 329. 'Die 
prepofiet^us chronology of Suidas has been gradoufly recaved ; be- 
caufe it removes the fcandal of Gregory's fktiier, a iiunt like^e^ be- 
getting children, afiter he becamea bifliop (TiUemottt» Mem. BcdeC 
torn. ix. p. 693— -697.}. 

eloquence 
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eloquence and of orthodox piety. Thefe orators, c h a p. 
who might fometimes be pompared, by them- 
felves, and by the public, to'the mod celebrated 
of the ancient Greeks, were united by the ti^s • 
of the ftri6left friendfliip. They had cultivated, 
with equal ardour, the fame liberal ftudies in 
the fchools of Athens; they had retired, with 
equal devotion, to the fame folitude in the de- 
ferts of Pontus ; and every fpark of emulation, 
or envy, appeared to be totally extinguiihed in 
the holy and ingenuous breads of Gregory and 
JBaiil. But the exaltation of Bafil, from a pri* 
vate life to the archiepifcopal throne of Cs^farea, 
difcovered to the world, and perhaps to himfelf, 
the pride of his character ; and the fird favour 
which he condefcended to bedow on his friend 
was received, and perhaps was intended, as a 
cruel infult*^ Indead of employing the fupe- 
rior talents of Gregory in fome ufeful and con- 
spicuous dation, the haughty prelate fele6led, 
among the fifty bilboprics of his extenfive pro- 

^9 Gregory's Poem on his own Life contains fome beautifol fines ^ 
(torn, ut p« 8>)f which burft from the hearty and fpeak the pangs of 
injured and loft fiiendihip : 

• . • • • • vovw xwyot Xoywyy 
OfJMftyoi TE xeu cvfi^ios Puxif 

Nv; tiq a »fA^Tf .... 

i^tmaiafcu vanetf i^p/«rcti x^/xoi, 

' In the l^dfummer Night's Dream, Helenia addrefles the fame pathe* 
tic complaint to her friend Hermia : 

Is all the counfel that we two have ihared. 
The fifler's vows, &c, 
Shakespeare had never read the poems of Gregory Nazianzen» he was 
ignorant of the^Greek language ; but his mother^onguet the language 
tf Nature^ i#tht lame in Cappadocia an4 in Britain. 

c 2 ,vince. 



^b THE iDEfcLlNE AND PALL 

c n A P. vihcfe, the wretched village'of Safirtia % without 
^^^- w^er, without verdure, with6fut fociety, fitnate 



at the juhftioti of three highways, and frequented 
only by the inceffant paflage of rude sind cla- 
morous waggoners. Gregory fulfniitted with 
telu6lance to this hunjiliatrng exile : he Wa$' or- 
daitf ed bifhdp of Saflrta : but he folemnly pto- 
tefts, that he nfever confummatefd hid Qiif ito»l 
riiarriage With this difgtfftihg bride. He after- 
wards confented to undertake the governmcnrt of 
tis native cfiurth (tf Nstttiaflms^*, of which hift 
fkth^r hid been billiOfp albdve five-ahd-forty years. 
Bttt as he Wfts ftill confbioM, that he defferved 
accepts the andthfer Juidifeuce, and another theatre, he iic- 
T^^^f fceptfed, ifrith ho unworthy ambitioh, the honour- 
nopie, ' ^blfe invitatibil, Which was addrefled to him from 
A.D.378. the ortHbdbx ^ixt^ df Cbnftdntindpte; On hfe 
ovem er. ^^.^.j^^j -j^ ^^^ Capital^ Gregory was fetftertained 
in the hbufe of a piou§ alid charitable kihfhian ; 
thfe iilbft fpacidhs rddm was cohfebrated \o thb 
tHKs bf rieligidtis wdrlhip; aiid the tiame <jf 
Anq/iqfia was chofen, to exprefs the refurredlion 
»f thfe Niceile faith. This private conTeflticle 
was afterwards converted into ^ maghififceht 
church J and the credulity of the fucceeding age 

, 3** This unfavourable portrait of Safixna is drawn by Gregorjr 
Nazianzen (torn. ii. de Vit& fua, p. 7^ %•), Its precife fituation, forty- 
nine miles from Aixrhilais, and thirty-two from Tyana, is fixed in the 
Itinerary of Antoninus (p. 144. edit. Weffeling). 

*' The nai{iei>fNa2iin2ud has beiSnihamortallfeft by Gregory; but 
his native town, under the Greek c* Roman title of Diocaefarea (Til- 
leihottt, Mem. Ecdef. tom.lx. p. 69»*> is mentioned bf Pliny (Vl; J'i), 
Pt'^&mjr, hhd Hi)»t>etei (Itinei^. Weif^iisig) p. 7of.> R afipetrs to 
bave been lituate VA iSit edge of ifalmr. 

was 
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WAS prepared to believe the iniracle3 and yifipog, c H A P. 
lybich ?ittefted the prefence, or at le# tl?e pro- xxm; 
tefition, of the Mother of God ^\ The pulpit of 
the An^ft^* V^9 the fcene of the laboyrp 9.1^4 
Iriurapbgi of <jregory Nazijuizen; and, iii ih^ 
J[pace of two ypars, he experienced all thje fpiri- 
tual adveptures which cpnftitute thp profpfBroi^s 
or adverfe fo;:tiines of a miffionary". T^^ Arifins, 
who were provoked by the boldnefs pf his pnter- 
^ife, repr^fentpd his doftrine, ps if he h^d 
prieached thrge diflini^ and lequal Deities ; ^n^ 
.the dievQut populace Tv^s e?ccited to fupprefe, by 
(V^pience aiid tuipult, the irregular ^.ITeniblies of 
the Athan^fiaq hereticp. From the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, there i0ued ^ motley crowd *' of cpiri- 
^' mqn beggars, who had forfeited their clai^ iXo 
"^ pity} of ii^pnfe, who had the appearance ctf 
** goats or fatyrs ; and of women mgre terrible 
*« than fo many Jezebel?.*^ The doors of the 
Aflaftafia were broke open ; much raifchief Wfts 
perpetrated, or attempted, with ilicjk^, ftanes? 
and firebrands ; and as a ni^n lq& his life in i;he 
affray, Gregory, who was fumtppned the ^^^t 
fljorning befpre the magiftrftte, had the feti^fjic- 
tion of fuppoOog, tbaj: he publiqly qonfefle.d tj^e 
name of Chrift, After he was delivered from 
the fear apd danger of a foreign enemy, his 
i]afant church was .difgr^ced ^fld diftr&ated fey 

^ $€e Ducange> Conftant, Cliriftiana> 1. Iv. p. 141, 14 a. The Osja 
^vyxfju(; of Spzoimen (1. vli. c. i'.j'is interpreted to pniean (Jie Virsin 
Maiy. ' 

^^ Tillemont (Mem. £cclef. torn. ix. p. 4329 &c.) diligently coU 
le^^ e;ilarges» auQ^d epcplains, the oratorical and poetical hints of Gn> 
gory himfeff. ' ' ' ' "" * " 

c 3 inteftine 
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CHAP, inteftine fa6lion. A ftranger, who aflutned the 
^^^^^ name of Maximus 3% and the cloak of a Cynic 
philofopher, infinuated himfelf into the confi- 
dence of Gregory ; deceived and abufed his fa- 
vourable opinion ; and forming a fecret connec- 
tion with fome bilhops of Egypt, attempted, by 
' a clandeftine ordination, to fupplant his patron 
in the epifcopal feat of Conftantinople. Thefe 
mortifications might fometimes tempt the Cap- 
padocian miflionary to regret his obfcure foli- 
tude. But his fatigues were rewarded by the 
daily increafe of his fame and his congregation; 
and he enjoyed the pleafure of obferving, that 
the greater part of his numerous audience re- 
tired from his fermons, fatisfied with the elo- 
quence of the preacher ^% or diflatisfied with 
the manifold imperfections of their faith and 
pra6lice ^\ 
Ruin of The Catholics of Confl:antinople were ani- 

^^n^^ mated with joyful confidenceby the baptifm and 
ftantinople, edi6l of Theodofius ; and they impatiently waited 
A.D. 380. the effedls of his gracious promife. Their hopes 
^^* * ' were fpeedily accomplilhed ; and the Emperor, 
as foon as he had finilhed the operations of the 
campaign, made his public entry into the capital 

^ He pronounced an oration (torn. i. Orat. zziii. p. 409O in his 
praife ; but after their quarrel^ the name of Maximus was changed 
into that of Heron (fee Jerom^ torn. i. in Catalog. Script. Ecclef. 
p. 30I.). I touch ilightly on thefe obfcure and perfonal fquabbles. 

^5 Under the modeft emblem of a dream^ Gregory (tom. ii. Carmen 
ijE. p. 78.) defcribes his own fuccefs with fome human complacency- 
Yet it ihould feem, from his familiar converfation with his auditor 
St. Jerom (tonu i. EpifL ad Nepotian* p. 14.). that the preacher uh- 
derfiood the true value of popular applaufe, 

^ Lachrymse auditorum laudes tuse (int» is the lively and judicious, 
advice of St. Jerom. 

at 
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at the head of a vidlorious army. The next day c H a Pi 
after his arrival, he fummoned Damophilus to his 
prefence ; and offered that Arian prelate the hard, 
alternative of fubfcribing the Nicene creed, or of 
inftantly refigning, to the orthodox believers, the 
ufe and poflefBon of the epifcopal palace, the 
cathedral of St. Sophia, and all the churches 
of Conftantinople. The zeal of Damophilus, 
which in a Catholic faint would have been juftly. 
applauded, embraced, without hefitation, a life 
of poverty and - exile ''\ and his removal wals 
immediately followed by the purification of the 
Imperial city. The Arians might complain, with 
fome appearance of jnftice, that an inconfider- 
able congregation of fe6laries fliould ufurp the 
hundred churches which they were infufficient to 
fill : whilfli the far greater part of the pfeople was 
cruelly excluded from every place of religious 
worlhip. . Theodofius was ftill inexorable: but 
as the angels who protected the Catholic caufe, 
were only vifible to the eyes of faith, he pru- 
dentlyTeinforced thofe heavenly legions, with 
the more effe6lual aid of temporal and carnal 
weapons : and the church of St. Sophia was oc- 
cupied by a large body of the Imperial guards* If 
the mind of Gregory was fufceptible of pride, 
he mufl: have felt a very lively fatisfa6lion, when 
the Emperor conducted him through the ftreets 
in folemn triumph ; and, with his own hand, re- 

37 Socrates (1. v. c. 7.) and Sozomen (1. vii. c. 5.) relate the evang^* 
lical words and a(5lIons of Damophilus without a word of approbatiQU. 
He confidered, fays Socrates, that it is difficult to refiji the powerful 5 
)»utit was eafy> and would have been profitable, iofubmiu 

c 4 fpe6tfully 
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^xx4 ^' ^^^^^'ypl^^d him on the archiepifcopal throne 

^.^^^ of Couftantinople. But the faiat (who had flot 

fubdued the imperfeSiions of human virtue) wa«( 

deeply afie6led by the mollifying coniid^atioii, 

that his entrance into the fold was that of a wolfi 

rather than of a fliepherd : that the glittering 

arms, which furrounded his perfon, were neceiC- 

fary for bis fafety ; and that he alone was the ob- 

yeSt of the imprecations of a great party, whom, 

es :m6n and citizens, it was impoffible for him to 

jdeQ)ife. He beheld the innumerable multitude 

of either fex, and of every age, who crowded 

the ftreets, the windows, and the roofs of the 

Jioufes ; he heard the tumultuous voice of rage, 

grief, ailonilhroent, and defpair ; and Gregory 

<aij:ly confe0es, that on tiie memorable day of 

Ij^s inftalUtion, the capital of the £aft wore the 

appearance of a city taken by Itorm, and m the 

jbajids of a barbarian conqueror^. About fix 

weeks afterwards, Theodofius declared his re- 

£>lution of. expelling from all the churches of 

his dominion, the biihops and their clergy, 

who /flKHiid obftinately refufe to i>elieve, or at 

Ijeaft to profeis, the do6lrine of the coiimcil of 

intheEafi^ Nioe. His licuteoant Sapor was armed with 

A.D.381. j^ anqple qpow^Rs of a general law, a fecial 

,coauni£Qon, and a military force ^^j and this 

*' See Gregory Nazianzen, tom.ii. deVitafua, p.ai, aa. Fortlje 
'fake of pofterity, the Biihop of Cei^ntinople records a fiupendoHs 
prodigy. In the month of November, it was a cloudy morning, but 
the fun broke forth, when the proceffion entered the church. 

.^9 Of the three ecclefiaftical hiftorians, Theo^oret ilone (I. v. <:,;.) 
has.mentioned this important commiflion of Sapor, ?vl?ich TillenjQnt 
(Hill des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 728.) jndiciou% removes, fro«[i t^e 
reign of Gratian, to that of Theodofius. ^ 

ecclefi- 
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iccj^afticel revoktion was conduced with & c H A p. 
ro^qh-difcretion and vigour, that the religion of 3CXVIL 
th^ l^p^voT w^ eftablifhed, without tumult, or 
M<^Qidlbied9 in all the provinces of the Eaft. The 
writings of the Arians, if they had been permit- 
ted to exift^% would perhaps contain the la- 
mentable ftory of the perfecution, which affli^ed 
the church under the reign of the impious 
Theodofius; and the fuiferings of their holy 
confeflbrs might jclaim the pity of the difin- 
terefted reader. Yet there is reafon to imagine, 
that the violence of zeal and revenge was, in 
fome meafure, eluded by thewant of refiftance ; 
and that, in their advei'fity, the Arians difplayed 
much lefs firmnefe, than had been exerted by 
the orthodox party under the r^eigns of Con- 
flantiu^ and Valens. The moral charafter and 
condu<% of the hoftile fedls appear to have been 
governed by the feme common principles of 
nature and religion : but a very material ctrcum- 
ftajice may be difcovered, which tended to dif- 
tipgn^ifli the degrees of their th^ogical faith. 
Both parties in the febools, as well as in the tern- 
^^, acknowjfiidged and worlhipped the divine 
majefty of Cbrift ; and, as we are always prone 
to ^pute our own lentiments and paffi^ns to the 
P^ity, it would be deemed more prudent and 
reQ)e6lful to exaggerate, than to circumfcribe, 
the adorable perfe^jtiausof the Son^f XJod. The 
difciple of Atbanafius exulted in the proud con- 

*** I do not reckon PhiJoftorgijis, ^ugh he msfAlom (!• «• c. «9.) 
tbe je^ulQon of X>^unfif;^hUv$. Tjbie Mummim ^'ftftrjan has been 
carefully ftrained dirough an orthodox fieve. 

iidence. 
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CHAP, fidence, that he had entitled himfelf to the divine 
xxviL favour; while the follower of Arius mull have 
been tormented, by the fecret apprehenfion, that 
he was guilty, perhaps, of an unpardonable 
offence, by the fcanty praife, and parfimonious 
honours, which he bellowed on the Judge of the 
World. The opinions of Arianifm might fatisfy 
a cold and fpeculative mind ; but the do^lrine 
of the Nicene creed, moll powerfully recom- 
mended by the merits of faith and devotion, was 
much better adapted to become popular and 
fuccefsful in a believing age. 
Thecoun- The hope that truth and wifdom would be 
ftimiiwT f^""^ ^"^ ^^ affemblies of the orthodox clergy, 
A.D. 381. induced the Emperor to convene, at Conllanti- 
^*y* nople, a fynod of one hundred and fifty bilhops^ 
who proceeded, without much difficulty or delay, 
to complete the theological fyllem which had 
been ellabliflied in the council of Nice. The 
vehement difputes'of the fourth century had been 
chiefly employed on the nature of the Son of 
God ; and the various opinions which were em- 
braced concerning the /SecoTzrf, were extended and 
transferred, by a natural analogy, to the Third 
perfon of the Trinity *'. Yet it was found, or it 
was thought neceffary, by the vidlorious adver- 
fanes of Arianifm, to explain the ambiguous lan- 

*' Le Clerc has given a curious extra(5i (BIhllotheque Unlverfelle, 
torn, xviii. p. 91 — 105.) of the theological fermons which Gregory 
Nazianzen pronounced at Conftantinople againft the Ariansy Euno- 
iniAns, Macedonians, &c. He tells the Macedonians, who deified the 
Father and the Son, without the Holy Ghoft, that they might a» 
. well be ftyled Tritbeifts as Ditheifts, Gregory himfelf was almoft 
a Tritheifi ; and his monarchy of heaven refembles a well-regulatdl 
ariflocracy. . • 

guage 
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guage of fome refpedlable dofilors ; to confirm chap. 
the faith of the Catholics ; and to condemn an ^ xxvii. 
unpopular and inconfiftent fedt of Macedonians; 
who freely admitted that the Son was confiibftan- 
tial to the Father, while they were fearful of feem- 
ing to acknowledge the exigence of Three Gods. 
A final and unanimous fentence was pronounced 
to ratify the equal Deity of the Holy Ghoft; the 
myfterious do6lrine has been received by all the 
nations, and all the churches of the Chriftian 
world ; and their grateful reverence has affigned 
to the bifhops of Theodofius, the fecond rank 
among the general councils ^*. Their knowledge 
of religious truth may have been preferved by 
tradition, or it may have been communicated 
by infpiration; but the fober evidence of hifl:ory 
will not allow much weight to the perfonal au- 
thority of the Fathers of Conftantiiiople. In an 
age, when the ecclefiafl:ics had fcandaloufly dege- 
nerated from the model of apoftolical purity, 
the moft worthlefs and corrupt were always the 
mod eager to frequent, and difturb, the epifcopal 
affemblies. The conflidt and fermentation of io 
many oppofite interefts and tempers inflamed the 
piaffiona of the bifhops : and their ruling paffions 
were, the love of gold, and the love of difpute. 
Many of the fame prelates who now applauded 
the orthodox piety of Theodofius, had repeatedly 
changed, with prudent flexibility, their creeds 

*' The firft general council of Confbntinople now triumphs in the 
Vatican : but the popes had long hefitated, and their hefitation per« 
plexes) and almoft ilaggers^ the humble Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. 
lom.ix. p* 4999 500.)* 

and 
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CHAP* and opdnions ; and in the various revolutioofi of 
xxm the church And flaie, the reJigiQii of their fove- 
xeign vas the rule of their obfequioufi faith. 
When the£ai>perQr fufpended his prevailing influ- 
^ce, the tujcbulent fyaod was blindly impelled 
by the afafurd or felfib motivjsp of piide, htUr^d^ 
and refentipiant. The death of Maletius, which 
happened at the council c^ Coni^antinopie, pre- 
i(ented the mod favourable opportunity of tarioi- 
Bating the ifchifm of Antioeh, by buffering his 
aged rival, Paulinufi, peaceably to end hi^ days 
in the epifcopal chair. The faith and virtues o£ 
Paulinus werie Unbleaiiflied. But his caufe was 
^pported l^y the Weftern churches; ^nd the 
ibiYhops of the fynod reiblved to perpetuate the 
^mifchiefs of difcord, by tlie haily ordinatipn of a 
perjured cfindidate ^\ rather than to betray the 
imagined dignity of the Baft, which had been 
iUuftrated by the birth and death of the Son of 
God. Such unjuil and diforderly proceedings 
forced the grave(): members of the aflembly to 
d^ent and to (ecede ; and the clamo^rpus ma- 
jority, which remained mailers of the field of 
tattle, could be compared only to wafps or mag- 
pies, tp ji flight of cranes, or to a flock of geefe^^ 

Afuf- 

*3 pefose :tjie^ath q^i flfifl^m, fix pr eight pf Jus .inpp jpQpjuIp 
ccclefiaftics, aijaong whffm was f lavian, hud abj fired, for the ikke of 
peace, thebHhopric pf Aadoch (Sozomcn, l.,vii. c. 3. ii. grates, 
I. V. C.5.)- Tillemont thinks it his duty to dilbelieve thellory; but 
1t^ owns that there are piaay circuini^uiqes in the life of Flg^vian, which 
/eem inconfiftent with tibe pndf^s pf Chryfoftom, and the charadler of 
^ faint (Memu Ecclef.tpjn. x. p. 54^')- 

'*'» Confillt Gregory Nazianzen, de Vitd fua, torn. ii. jp. 25 — 2JJ. Hm 
general and particular opinion of the clergy and their aflemblies may 
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A fefjpicioft may poffibly arife, that ftr arifa- Chap; 
vourable a |rifttijr4t)f ecfclefiaftrcafllynotis hals been . J^'ji 
drawn by th^ partial hatrd of feme obftinat^ herfe- Retreat of 
ticj or fonke malicious irtfidek But tfee timae of ^^fj^^^g„ 
th^ fiircere hiftorian wlm has conveyed this in- a.d. 581. 
(iTti^bive Ifeffott to tlie knowledge of pbfterityy 
mild filctoci the impotent iBftirteursof fu^ef ftitioi* 
dnd bigotry; He was ©fne of the moft jnouis and 
igloqoent bifhop^ of the age 9 a faint and a do6tof 
of the church f the fdourge of AriaAlfm^ tod tl«e 
pillar of the orthodox fakh 9 a dtfUnguHhed mem» 
ber of the coancil of ConilaDtftfopli, 4i whiehy 
adfter the derith df MeSetius^ he exiercifdd the 
fan6fcian» 0f J)refident : in. a wdrd^^^Ore^y 
Nazkn^efn htn^felfj The harlb aiid wa^netcfvtii 
treatment \{^hich he ekperieiiced ^^y inilexd of 
derogating frota the truth of his evidente^ dfford^ 
an additioniil proof of the fpitit which adfcuaied 
the deliberations of the fynod. Their unanimous 
fiiffra^e had confirnied the pf etenfions which th^ 
Bilhop of Coriftantinople derived froih the choiee 
of the people^ and the ap{Jrt>bation of the Eiit- 
perofk Bttt Gfegory foon became the Vi6lim of 
maliee and etovy. The bifli6J)s of the Eaft, bis 
ftrenubhs adh^rents^ provoked by his modeFaiiba 

be f«en in verfe and profe (torn. i. Orat. i. p. 33. Bpiil. Iv. p. 814. 
bm.u. dirmeh xp. it.). Such paflkges are faintljr hiarked by *tille- 
monty and fairly produced by Le Clerc, 

♦* See Gregory, torn, ii: de Vita fua, p. a8 — 31. The fourteenth, 
«?#«nty-fevghtlli 4hd thirty-fecWid t>rfttiCM» W^t^ pfdnBtitcf^ in the 
fbferal ib|bs bf tM» btffiii^. THb p^rbf^tion df thfe kf!(tdrh.i. 
)>. 5i8*> tti imth his tiked a (bteindi ](«atV^ ^ itith iM viiigtth, kU 6ity 
iTHd ihk M:j^mi m Eaft tM the Wtt^i ax:» id jpntHtJtlti M s^it^ 
• fublime* 

16 in 
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CHAP, in the affairs of Antioch, abandoned him, without 
^^^"- fupport, to the ad verfe faction of the Egyptians ; 
who difputed the validity of his eleftion, and 
rigoroufly afferted the obfolete canon, that prohi- 
bited the licentious pradtice of epifcopal tranfla- 
tions. The pride, or the humility, of Gregory, 
prompted him to decline a conteft which might 
have been imputed to ambition and avarice ; and 
he publicly offered, not without fome mixture of 
indignation, to renounce the government of a 
church, which had been reflored, and almoil 
created, by his labours. His refignation was ac- 
' cepted by the lynod, and by the Emperor, with 
more readinefs than he feems to have expe6ied* 
At the time when he might have hoped to enjoy 
the fruits of his viftory, his epifcopal throne was 
filled by t\\e fenatorNe6larius; and the new arch- 
bifhop, accidentally recommended by his eafy 
temper and venerable afpe6l, was obliged to de* 
lay the ceremony of his confecration, till he had 
previoufly difpatched the rites of his baptifm ^. 
After this remarkable experience of the ingra- 
titude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired 
once more to his obfcure folitude of Cappadocia; 
where he employed the remainder of his life, 
about eight years, in the exercifes of poetry and 
devotion. The title of faint has been added to 



*^ The whimfical ordination of Ne^brius is attdbd by Sozomm 
(1. vii. c. 8.) ; but Tillcmont obferves (Mem. Ecdef. torn. ix. p. 719,)^ 
Apres tout, ce narre de Sozomene eft fi hontcux pour tous ceux qii'U y 
mele, ct fuitout pour Theodofe, qu'il vaut mieux travaiUer i le de« 
truirei qu' a le foutenir ; an admirable canon of criticiiin. 

12 hi& 
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his name j but the tendernefs of his heart *% arid chap. 
the elegance of his genius, reflect a more pleafing xxto^ 
luftre on the memory of Gregory Nazianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodofius had fup- EdiAs of 
preffed the infolent reign of, Arianifm, or that he J^^/f ^ 
had abundantly revenged the injuries which the the here- 
Catholics fuftained from the zeal of Conftantius ^^* 
and Valens. The orthodox Emperor confidered 380—3*94. 
every heretic as a rebel againft the fupreme 
powers of heaven and of earth ; and each of thofe 
powers might exercife their peculiar jurifdi6l;ion 
over the foul and body of the guilty. The de- 
crees of the council of Conftantinople had afcer- 
tained the true ftandard of the faith ; and the 
ecclefiaftics, who governed the confcience of 
Theodofius, fuggeiled the moil elFe^fcual methods 
of perfecution. In the fpace of fifteen years, he 
promulgated at leafl fifteen fevere edi6ls againft 
the heretics*' j more efpecially againfl thofe who 
reje6ted the dodlrine of the Trinity ; and to de- 
prive them of every hope of efcape, he flernly 
enacted, that if any laws, or r^fcripts, fhould 
be alleged in their favour, the judges fhould 
confider them as the illegal productions either of 
fraud, or forgery. The penal flatutes were di- 
rected againft the minifters, the afTemblies, and 
j;he perfons, of the heretics ; and the paffions of 
the legiflator were exprefled in the language of 

^ I can only be underftood to mean» that fuch was his natural 
temper ; when it was not hardened^ or inflamed^ by religious zeal. 
From his retirement, he exhorts NedUrius to profecute the heretics of 
Conftantinople. 

'f' See the Theodofian Codet txvi.tit.y.1. 6—23.9 with Gode- 
. fray's commentary on each Uwi and his general fummaryy or Para^ 
ihhfh tom«yi.n. X04—IZ0. 

declama« 



31 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, declamation and inve6fcive. h Th^ bet&tic^l 
-^^^^^' teachers, who ufiirped the facr^ titles of Kfliops, 
or Prefbyters, were not €wily excluded frcna the 
privileges and emoluments fe liberally grsMed to 
the orthodox clergy, but they were eitpofed to 
the heavy penalties of exile and coiififcation, if - 
they pf efumed to pr^ch the doctrine, ot to picic-^ 
life the rites, of their aceur/ed id&.s. A fine of 
ten pounds of gold (above four huiidred potinds 
ilerling) was impofed on every perfon who ihatAA 
dare to confer, or receive, or pr6¥nc^e »n bereti* 
cal ordination ; and it was reafofiably expe6ted, 
that if the race of paftors could be extlliguifted, 
their helplefs flocks would be eotnpelkd, by ig* 
Borance and hanger^ to return within the pale 
of the Catholic church. II. The rigorous prohi- 
bition of conventicles was cafrefuUy extended to 
every poffible circnmflanee, in wbkh the hereticn 
ccfuld aflemble with the intention of Worihipping 
God and Cbriil according to the di^Mes of th^it 
GOnfcienc^. Tbeit r^giotrs^ meetings, whe- 
ther public or feci?et^ by day or by night, itt 
cities or in the country, were eqtiaiBy pi^ofctibe^d 
by the edi^s of Theodofius ^ srnd th^ bttilding 
or ground) which had been ufed fot thatt iUegall 
purpofei was fc»?feited to tbe Imperial ddnfmin. 
IIL It was foppofed^ that the error of the hefe- 
tics could proceed only ftom the obftinate teto- 
per of their minds ; and that fuch a temper was 
a At obrjedl of cenfwre «Dd pnnifhrnetit. The 
«nathenfias df the church were fortified by » fort 
<rf civil excommunication J whitfb feparated them 
from their feJlow^dtizetts, by a peculiar brand of 

infamy; 
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infamy ; and this declaration of the fupreme ma- CHAP. 



^iftrate tended to juftify, or at leaft to excufe, the 



infults of a fanatic populace* The fe£taries were 
gradually difqualified for the pofleffion of honour- 
able, or lucrative, employments; and Theodofius 
was fatisfied with his own juflice, when he de- 
creed, that as the Eunomi^ns diftinguifhed the 
nature of the Son from that of the Father, they 
ihould be incapable of making their wills, or of 
receiving any advantage from teftamentary dona- 
tions. The guilt of the Manichaean herefy was 
efleemed of fuch magnitude, that it could be 
expiated only by the death of the offender ; and 
the fame capital punifhment was infliiSted on the 
Audians, or Quartodecimans^j who ihould dare 
to perpetrate the atrocious crime, of celebrating, 
on an improper day, the feftiyal of Eafter. Every 
.Roman might exercife the right of public accu- 
fation ; but the office oflnquifitor of the Faith, a 
name fo defervedly abhorred, was firft inftituted 
under the reign of Theodofius. Yet we are at 
fured that the execution of his penal edidts was 
feldom enforced ; and that the pious Emperor 
appeared lefs defirous to punifli than to reclaim, 
or terrify, his refractory fubjefts ^^ 

The theory of perfecution was eftablifhed by Execution 
Theodofius, whole juftice and piety have been K^ljf^'^i, 
applauded by the faints : but the pra6lice of it, aflbciatei. 

A. D. 3ts* 

^ They always kept thdr Eafter, like the Jewiih Pallbver, on the 
fourteenth day of the firft moon after the vernal equinox ; and thus per^ 
tinacioufly oppofed the Roman church and Nicene fynod, which had 
fixed SaSifT to a Sunday. Bingham'i Antii^uities, txx» q*s* Tol.ii* 
p. 309. fol edit. 

^° Sozomen, Lyii. c« lat 

VOL. V. » m 
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<J H A 1*. ki tht fuUdB; extent, tra« neifei^ved for his rival 
^^^j^ Afid colleague, MaRimud, the firft amotig the 
Chrifti^n prince*, who ihed dife Wood of his 
Chriftian fllbjfefts^ on account of th^ir reltgiouB 
bpiniotw. Thfe fcaufe of the Pf ifciliianifts *S i^ 
ttttetit feft of heretics^ who dilturbed the pre- 
Vince^ of Spaio, tms transferred^ by appeal^ 
Irotti the ^ynod of Bourdeaux to the Imperial 
t*)hfiftory of Treves; and by the Ifentence of 
thte Praetorian ptefeft, feven perfons were tof- 
ktted, condemned, and executed. The firft of 
l*efe ^as Prifciiliah ^^ hitnfelf, feifliop of Aviia ^, 
iti S^ain ; who adorned tfie advantages df birtli 
itnd foitanfe, by the accotoplifhmeftts of elcf- 
/^uence and learning. Two prefeyters^ and two 
deacons^, accompanied their beloved mafter iti 
bi* dea<jh, which they eftfeetfted aB a ^orioos 
Inartytvlofn J ttnd rtie nu«Aer of ii-eJigiotts vie- 
titos was completed by the execntion of Lj*ro- 
Irian, a poet, who rivaiied the faiwc of the an- 
tSentfe ; iand of EuchTocia, a nobie «Kitroti of 
. Bfem^featix, Hke widow ef the water D^hi- 

'^' ^ ^thte^lcrtfcHfifedry o£ Sulpldn^i Sfev^nis ^Al p.457*-¥5». 
edit. Lugd. Bat. 1^47*]^ a odiretfl and originid writer. C^r. Lftrdner 
(CredibiKty> &c. part ii. vol. ix. p. 256 — ^350.) has laboured thU 
articfe ^th ^dfd le^rtiihg, good fenfe, and ifcoderatioh. HHtemont 
(Mefh.Bottef. tmh. vMi. ^ 49i'^^»70^^ ^^^^^^ together ill ^e ^H 
of the fathers; anufefiil fcavenger! 

^' Severus Sulpicius mehtidhs the arch-Tiel-effc with tffteerti'aiid iJity. 

Faelix profe<fto> fi non pravo itudio corrumpiilet optimum ingenium : 

|jrorfus iBulta In ^ {Inimi et Corporis h^na oemeres (Hift, &iora. 1. ii. 

. p. 459.) EveniJerbm .(torn. t. In Script. Soctef. p. go^.) fftoaks ^wai^ 

temj)er i>f ^rifoHlkn ^iid S^nHuaa. 

^"^ The biflioi$ric (iaotd <}sJBe)^a&^ wonOi «b,eoo duoatii a year 
(Bufching's Geography, vol. ii. p. 308.), and is thertffwe touch lab 
likely to produce the author of a. new herefy* 

dius. 
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dius ^\ Two bilhops, Tirho had embraced the c H A P. 
fentiments of Prifcillian, were condemned to a\55^ 
diil^nt and dreary exile " 5 and fome indulgence 
was Ihewu to the ipeaner criminals, who aflUraed 
th? merit of an early repentance. If any ere* 
dit CQuld be allowed to confeffions extorted by 
fear or paiq, and to vague reports, the of]&pring 
of malice and credulity, the herefy of the PriC 
cillianifts would be found to include the varioqfli 
dominations of magic, of impiety, and of lewd-^ 
nefi^% Prifcillian, who ws^ndered about thq 
world in the company of hia fpiritual fillers, 
was apcufed of praying ftark-naked in the midi}^ 
of the congregation ; and it was confidently ajtv 
ferted that the effects of his criminal intercourfe 
with the daughter of Euchrocis^, had been fup^ 
preifed, by meansf fl^ill more odious and crimi** 
Dal. But an accurate, or rather a candid, eth 
quiry, will difcover, that if the Prifcillianifta 
violated the laws of nature, it was not by the 
licentioufnefs, but by the aufterity, of their 
lives. They abfolutely condemned the uie of 
the marriage-bed ; and the peace of families 
\yas often diHurbed by indifcreet feparations. 
They enjoined, or recommended? a total abfli- 
nence from all animal food ; and their continual 

*♦ Exprobabatur mulieri viduae nimia reKgio> «t dUigentius culu 
4i^aita» (Pacat. ia Panegyr. Vet xii. 2^9). $uch was the idea of a 
bumane, though ignorant, Polytheift. 

'^ One of them was fent in Syllinam infulam quap ultra Britanniam 
tftp What^muft have been the ancient condition of the rocks of Scilly 
(CfUndea's pritannia, vol, ii. p. 15 19.)? 

^ TTie fcandalous calumnies of Auguftin, Pope ILeo, &p. which 
THIeniont fwallQws like a child, and Lardner refqtes like a inan^ xv^y 
(uggefi Ibme candid fufpicions in favour of the oldefv GooHics. 

D a prayers. 
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c H A P. prayers, fafts, and vigils, inculcated a rule of 
i^y^ ftri6l and perfe£l devotion. The fpeculative te- 
nets of the fefl:, concerning the perfon of Chrift, 
and the nature of the human foul, were derived 
from the Gnoftic and Manichaean fyftem ; and 
this vain philofophy, which had been tranfported 
from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to the 
groffer fpirits of the Weft. The obfcure difci- 
ples of PrifcilHan fuffered, languifhed, and gra- 
dually difappeared : his tenets were reje6ted by 
the clergy and people, but his death was the fub- 
je6t of a lorjg and vehement controverfy ; while 
Ibme arraigned, and others applauded, the juftice 
of his fentence. It is with pleafure that we can 
obferve the humane inconfiftency of the moft 
illuftrious faints and bifhops, Ambrofe of Mi- 
lan ", and Martin of Tours *® ; who, on thi« oc- 
cafion, aflerted the caufe of toleration. They 
pitied the unhappy men, who had been executed 
at Treves; they refufed to hold communication 
with their epifcopal murderers-, and if Martin 
deviated from that generous refolution^ his mo- 
tives were laudable, and his repentance was ex- 
emplary* The bifhops of Tom's and Milan pro- 
nounced, without hefitation, the eternal dam- 
nation of heretics ; but they were furprifed, and 
fhocked, by the bloody image of their temporal 
death, and the honeft feelings of nature refifted 

*' Ambrof.tom.il. Epift. xxiv. p. 891. 

'• In the Sacred Hiftory, and the Life of St. Martin, Sulpicius Se- 
verus ufes fome caution ; but he declares himfelf more freely ia the 
JDialogues (iii. i5.), Martin was reproved, however, by his own 
oonfcience, and by an angel 5 nor coijd he afterwards perform mint* 
dec widi fo much eafe. 

the 
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the artificial prejudices of theology. The hu- ^^^^* 
manity of Ambrofe and Martin was confirmed by -^ ^ if 
the fcandalous irregularity of the proceedings 
againll Prifcillian, and his adherents. The civil 
and ecclefiaftical minifters had tranigrefled the 
limits of their refpeftive provinces. The fecular 
judge had prefumed to receive an appeal, and 
to pronounce a definitive fentence, in a matter 
of faith and epifcopal jurifdi6lion. The bifhopfi 
had dilgraced themfelves by exercifing the func- 
tion of accufers in a criminal profecution^ 
The cruelty of Ithacius *% who beheld the toir- 
tures, and fblix^ited the death of th-e hieretics-, 
provoked the juft indignation of mankind ; and 
the vices of that profligate biftiop were admitted 
as a proof, that his zeal was infl:igated by the 
fordid motives of intereftr Since the death of 
Prifcillian, the rude attempts of perfecution have 
been refined and metbodifed in the holy office,, 
which affigns their diftin£l parts to the eccle- 
fiaftical and fecular powers. The devoted vi6lim 
is regularly delivered by the prieft to the magi- 
ftrate, and by the magillrate to the executioner ; 
and the inexorable fentence of the church, which 
declares the fpiritual guilt of the offender, is 
expreffed in the mild language of pity and in- 
tercefliort. 

Among the ecclefiaftics, who illuftrated the Ambrofe, 
reign of Theodofius, Gregory Nazianzen was dif. ^^^^ 
tinguiflied by the talents of an eloquent preacher j A J>. 

374— 397- 
59 The Catholic prelbyters (Sulp. Sever. I. ii. p. 448.), and the Pagan 
Orator (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 29.), reprobate^ with equal in- 
dignation; the charadler and conduct of Ithacius. 

D 3 the 
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CHAP, the reputation of Miraculous gifts added weigjif 
^^^^- and dignity to the monaftic virtues of Martin of 
Tours '°; but the palm of epifcopal Vigour and 
ability wasjuftly claimed by the intrepid Atti^ 
brofe *'. He was defcended fVom a noble family 
of Romans 5 his father had exercifed the im- 
portant oflBce of iPraetorian pr^fefit of Gaul ; 
and the fon, after paffing through tlfe ftudies 
of a liberal education, attained, in the regul^i: 
gradation of civil honours, the ftation of con-- 
falar of Liguria, a province which included the 
Imperial refidence of Milan. At the stge of 
thirty-four, and before he had received the fa- 
crament of baptifm, Ambrofe, to his own fur- 
prife, and to that of the world, was fuddenly 
transformed from a governor to an archbiflSop. 
Without the leaft mixture, as it is faid, of art or^ 
intrigue, the whole body of the people unanl- 
^noufly fainted him with the epifcopal title ) the 
concord and perfeverance of their acclamations 
were afcribed to a pra&ternattiral itnpulfe ; and 
the relu6lant magiftrate was compelled to under- 
take a fpiritual office, for which he was not pre- 
pared by the habits and occupations of hh 
former life. But the a^ive force of his geniiA 

^ The Life of St. Martin, ai^d the Dialogues concerning his mi- 
racles, contain fifts adapted to the groffeft bftrbartfm, in a ftyle not 
vnworthy of the Auguftan age. So natural is the alliance betw«eft 
good tsdte and good fenfe, that I ana always afionilhed by this 
jCotitraA. ' . 

^* The Ihort and fuperficial Life of St. Ambrofe, by his deacon 
Paulinus (Appendix ad edit. Benedi<a. p. i— rxv.), has the rment of 
original evidence. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 78 — 306-.), 
and the Benedidline editors (p. xx«i— Ixiii.), have laboured with thop 
mfual diligence. 

foon 
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ibon qualified hinl to exercifoi with aseal arid CHAP, 
prudence, the duties q£ hi« ecdefiaftical jurif- yj^?^'^ 
dl£lion ; apd> while he cheerfully renounced the 
y^in and fplendid trappings of temporal greats 
nefi, hecondefcendedy for thegood pf the church, 
to direSt the confcience of the emperors, and to 
<(fOntroul the adminUtration of the empire. Gra- 
iian loved and revered him as a father ; and the 
elaborate treatife on the faith of the Trinity, was 
defigned for the inftriiStion of the young prince. 
After his tragic death, at a time when the £m. 
I^eft Juftina trerabled for her own ia&ty, aqd 
1^ that of her foo Valentinian, the archbifliop of 
Milaa was difpatched, on two different eod^affies, 
to the coujrt of Treves. He exercifed with equal 
£rmne£ and de^cterity, the powers of his fjpiri- 
lual and political charaifters ; and perhaps con- 
iiributed, by his authority MMid e}oqiience,to diee}c 
lie atBbitiptt of MaKimtie, and to protefi: the 
pea^e of It^^y ^^ And>rofe had devoted his li&, 
and has abilities, to the fervice of th# churdi. 
Wealth was the objeS; of bis conteaspt ; he had 
r^moanced his private patrimony ; and he ibid, 
without hefitalion, the cos&crated pla|e, £» the 
Jiedemptaon of captives* The clergy and people 
^ (rf Mikn were attached to their arehbiibop ; and 
he defenred tbe efteem, without ibliciting the 
j£avouir, or ayprcffaeiiding the difpieafiire^ of his 
&eble feviemigos. 

The government of Italy, and of the young Hwfuccefi. 
Emp,eror, uaturally Aevoly^d to bw xwthjer J«f. ^nTo £ 

Emperor a very fpirited account of his own embafly. 

V 4 tina^ 
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CHAP tina, a woman of beauty and fpirit, biit tehd, ifl 
■^^^J"^r *^® niidft of an orthodox people, had the misfor- 
Emprcfs tune of profeffing the Arian herefy, which flie 
]J^*^*» endeavoured to inftil into the mind of her Ion. 
AprU3— * Juftinawas perfuaded^ that a Romati emperot 
April 10. might claim, in his dwn dominions, the public 
exercife of his religion ; and Ihe propofed to the 
archbifhop, as a moderate and reafonable con- 
ceffion, that he fliould refign the ufe of a fingle 
churchj either in the city or fuburbs of Milan. 
But the condu£l; of Ambfofe was gdverned by 
very different, principles ^^ The palaces of the 
earth might indeed belong to Caefiir i but the 
churches were the hdufes of God ; and, within 
the limits of his diocefe, he himfelf, as the lawful 
fucceiTor of the apoftles, was the only miniftcir 
of God. The privileges of Chriftianity, tem- 
poral as well as fpiritual, were confined to the 
true believers ; and the mind of Ambrofe was Ik- 
tisfied, that his own theological opinions were 
the ftandard of truth and orthodoxy. The arch- 
bifhop, who refufed to hold any conference, 
or negociation, with the inftruments of Satan, 
declared, with modefl firmnefs, his refolution to. 
die a martyr, rather than to yield to the impious 
lacrilege; and Juftina, who refented the re- 
fufal as an a& of infolence and rebellion, haflily 
determined to exert the Imperial prerogative of 
her fon. As fhe defired to perform her public 

^^ His own reprefentation of his principles and condu^ (tom. ii. 
Epift xx» XXI) xxii. p. 852 — 886*) is one of the curious mbnuments of 
^eclefiaitical antiquity. It contains two letters to his fider Marcellina» 
with a petition to Valentinian^ and the fennon de Bqfiliw non 
irmdendu* 

devotions 
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devotions on the approaching feftiv£il of Eaftef, chap. 
Ambrofe was ordered to appear before the conn- /^^^* 
cil* He obeyed the fiimfinons with the refpedl 
of a faithful {Ubje£t) but he was followed, with- 
out his confent, by an innumerable people t they 
prefled, with impetuous zeal, againfl the gates of 
the palace ; and the af&ighted minifters of Valen- 
' tinian, inflead of pronouncing a fentence of exile 
on the archbifliop of Milan, humbly requeiled 
that he would interpofe his authority, to protect 
the perfon of the Emperor, and to reftore the 
tranquillity of the capital. But the promifes which 
Ambrofe received and communicated, werefoon 
violated by a perfidious court ; and, during fix of 
the moft foleran days, which Chriftian piety has 
fet apart for the exercife of rehgion^ the city was 
agitated by the irregular convulfions of tumult 
and fanaticifm. The officers of the houfehold 
were direfted to prepare, firft, the Portian, and 
afterwards, the new, BaJiUca^ for the immediate 
reception of the Emperor and his mother. The 
iplendid canopy and hangings of the royal feat 
were arranged in the cuftomary manner ; but it 
was found neceffary to defend them, by a ftrong 
guard, from the infults of the populace. The 
Arian ecclefiaftics, who ventured to fliew them« 
felves in the ftreets, were expofed to the moft 
imminent danger of their lives: and Ambrofe en- 
joyed the merit and reputation of refcuing his 
perfonal enemies from the hands of the enraged 
multitude. 

But while he laboured to reftrain the efFefts of 
their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his fer- 

mons 
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CHAP- mon^continuallyinflditiedthe angry and (bditioQs 
.^^\ temper of the people of Milan. The charafglers 
of Eve, of the wife of Job, of Jezebel, of Hero- 
dias^ were indecently applied to the mother of the 
Emperor ; and her defire to obtain a church for 
the Ariaos, was compared to the moft cruel per- 
fecutions which Chriftianity had endured undei^ 
the reign of Paganifm. The meafures of the 
C^Urt ferved only to expofe the magnitude of the 
^viL A fine of two hundred pounds of gold was 
iinpofed on the corporate body of merehantfi and 
manufa/Sburers : an order was fignified, in the 
name of the Emperor, to all the oflicers, and in- 
ferior iervantSy of the courts of juftice, that, dur- 
ing the continuance of the public diforders, they 
&ould ftri6lly confine themfelves to their bou&s: 
afid tiie minifters of Valeotinian imprudently 
confejQTed, that the moft refpe6l;/iJ)le part of th<e 
citizens of Milan was attached to die e^ufe af 
timr archbitfiqi. He was again folicited to re- 
^re peace to bis country, by a timely complianee 
with the will of his Sovereign, The reply of 4«- 
bnofe was coucli^ in the moft bumble a^d r^- 
fpe6tful )berms, which might, however, be inter- 
preted as a ferieus ^daration of cfviji war. ^< His 
^^ life «nd fartuche were in the hands of the E01- 
<< peror ; but be would never betray the chuDdh 
^' <^€hrift,or degrade tbe dignity <^tbe epifaopal 
^^ chuwSb&r. In fuch « cau&» be was ptrepartd 
^^ to fuffer wjaatever the aaalice of the ^moai 
** could infli6l ; and he only wiftied to die ia the 
^ prefence of his faithful flock, and at the foot of 
^ tbe altar) Jie hada>ot cioooitiibuted to eictotte, 

i « but 
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^ but It wad in the power of God alone t6 ap- CJ^^^» 
^ peafe, the rage of the people : he deprecated 
** the fcenes of blood and confufion, which were 
•^ likely to enfue ; and it was his fervent prayer^ 
** that he might not furvive to behold the ruin 
" of a flouriihing city, and perhaps the defolation 
" of all Italy '\''' The obftinate bigotry of Juf- 
tina would have endangered the empire of her 
fon, if, in this contefl with the church and people 
Df Milan, flie could have depended on the a6live 
obedience of the troops of the palace. A large 
i>ody of Goths had marched to occupy the B^- 
iica^ which was the obje^ of the diQnjte : and 
it might be expefted from the Arian principles, 
and barbarous manners, of thele foreign merce- 
naries, that they would not entertain any fcruples 
in the execution of the moll languinary orders. 
They were encountered, on the facred threfliold, 
by the archbifliop, who, thundering again ft them 
a fentence of excommunication, alked them, in 
the tone of a father and a matter, Whether it was 
t6 invade the houfe of God, that they had im- 
plored the hofpitable protection of the republic ? 
The fiilj)enfe of the Barbarians allowed fome 
hours for a more effectual negociation ; and the 
Emprels was perfuaded, by the advice of her wifefl 
councilors, to leave the Catholics in poffeffion 
of all the churches of Milan ; and to diffemble, 

^ Retz had a fimilar meflage from the Queen, to i^queft thai ht 
woilli dpp^e the ainult 6f Paris. It was no longer in his power, «kb. 
A quoi j'ajoutai tout ce que vous pouvez vous imaginer de reipedy de 
douleur, de regret, etde foumiflion, &c. (Memoires, torn, i. p. 140.). 
Certainly I do not compare either the caufes,. or the men ; yet thm 
<:oa^utor himfelf had fome idea (p. B4.} of .imitiitin|; St. Ambrofe. 

tai 
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CHAP, till a ttiore convenient feafon, her intentions of 
.^^^^^ revenge. The mother ofValentinian could never 
forgive the triumph of Ambrofe ; and the royal 
youth uttered a palfionate exclamation, that his 
own fervants were ready to betray him into the 
hands of an infolent prieft. 
A.D.a86. The laws of the empire, fome of which were 
infcribed with the name of Valentinian, ftill con^ 
demned the Arian herefy, and feemed to excufe 
the reiiftance of the Catholics. By the influence 
of juitin, an edidt of toleration was promulgated 
in all the provinces which were fulye6fc to the 
court of Milan j the free exercife of their religion 
was granted to thofe who profefled the faith of 
Rimini; and the Emperor declared, that all per* 
fons who fhould infringe this facred and falu- 
tary conftitution, fhould be capitally puniihed, 
as the enemies of the public peace '^^ The cha- 
rafiler and language of the archbilbop of Milan 
may juftify the fufpicion, that his condu6t foon 
afforded a reafonable ground, or at leaft a Ipe- 
cious pretence, to the Arian minifters, who 
watched the opportunity of furprifing him in 
iqme adt of difobedience to a law, which he 
ftrangely reprefents as a law of blcfod and ty- 
ranny. A fentenc^ of eafy and honourable 
banifliment was pronounced, which enjoined 
Ambrofe to depart from Milan without delay ; 
whilft it permitted him to chufe the place of his 
exile, and the number of his companions.. 3ut 
the authority of the faints, who have preached 
and prafilifed the maxims of paffive loyalty, 

'^ Sozomen alone (1. vii. c. ij). throws thU luminous fa(5l into a 
dark and perplexed narrative. 

15 appeared 
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appeared to Ambrofe of lefs moment than the chap. 
extreme and prefling danger of the church. He xxviL^ 
boldly refufed to obey ; and his refufal was fup- 
ported by the unanimous confent of his faithflil 
people ^» They guarded by turns the perfon of 
their archbilhop ; the gates of the cathedral and 
the epifcopal palace were ftrongly fecured ; and 
the Imperial troops, who had formed the block- 
ade, were unwilling to rifle the attack, of that 
impregnable fortrefs. The numerous poor, who 
had been relieved by the liberality of Ambrofe, 
embraced the fair occafion of fignalifing their zeal 
and gratitude ; and as the patience of the mul- 
titude might have been exhaufted by the length 
and uniformity of nocturnal vigils, he prudently 
introduced into the church of Milan the ufeful 
inftitution of a loud and regular pfalmody. 
While he maintained this arduous coriteft, he was- 
inftru6led, by a dream, to open the earth in a 
place where the remains of two martyrs, Ger- 
vafius and Protafius ^\ had been depofited above 
three hundred years. Immediately under the 
pavement of the church two perfect flceletons 
were found", with the heads feparated from their 
bodies, and a plentiful effufion of blood. The 

holy 

^^' Ezcubabat pia plebs in eccleiia mori parati cum epifcopo fuo . . . 
No8 adhuc frigidi excitabamu rtamen civitate attoniti utque turbuta. 
Auguftin. ConfeilioD. 1. ix. c. 7. 

*7 TiUemont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. ii. p. 78.498* Many churches 
lu Italy» Gaul, &c. were dedicated to thefe unknown martyrs, of whom 
St. Gervaife feems to have been more fortunate than his companion. 

^ Invenimus nurae magnitudinis viros duos, ut prifca stas ferebat> 
tom.ii. Epiil. xxii. p«875. The fize of thefe ikeletons was fortu- 
ftatetyi or ikitfuU^, fuited to the popular "prejudice of the gradual 

decr«afe 
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CHAP, holy relics wer^ prefepted, in folemn pomp, to 
^ ^^^ the veaemtion of the people ; and every circum- 
fiance of this fortunate difcovery was admirably 
adapted to promote the defigns of Ambrofe* 
The bones of the maityrs, their blood, their gar* 
ments, were fuppofed to contain a healing power; 
and their prasternatural influence was commu^ 
oicaied to the moft diftant obje^s, without lofing 
any part of its original virtue. The extrax>r-» 
dinary cure of a blind man''^, aqd the relud;ant 
confeflions of feveral daemoniacs, appeared to 
juftify the faith and fan6lity of Ambrofe ; and 
the truth of thofe miracles is attefledby Ambroie 
himfelf, by his fecretary Paulinus, and by bis pro- 
feiyte* the celebrated Augullin, who, at that 
time, profeffed the art of rhetoric in Milan. 
The reafon of the prefent age may poffibly 
approve the incredulity of Juftina and her Arian 
court; who derided the theatrical reprefenta- 
tions, which were exhibited by the contrivance, 
and at the expence, of the archbilhop ^°. Their 
eSe6l, however, on the minds of the people was 
rapid a»d irrefiftible ; and the feeble fovereign 
of Italy found himlelf unable to contend with the 

4eGKS}fe of the human ftature ; whidi has prevailed in every age fince 
the time of Homer. 

Grandiaque tf^o^ mirabitur ofla fepulchris. 
•' Ambrof. torn. U. JEpift. xxii. p. 875 . Auguftin. Confef. L ix. c. j^ 
de Civitat. Dei, 1. xxii. c. 8. Paulin. in Vita St. Ambrof. c. 14, ip 
Appe»^ Beoe<Ji6l. |). 4. The blind man's name was Sevenw ; he 
lipuch^d the Jbply garmept^ recovered his fight, and devoted the reft of 
his 4ife (at le*ft tweny-five years) to the fervice of the churcfc J 
jfcpuld «CQ0im€J3Ld tW« miacje to our divines, if it did not prove th« 
y^dbip xrf relicsj »» weU as U^e Nicene creed. , 
^ £ai4w. «3L VaU Sli* M^ofisi^ f^ S' 4Q App^. ^«il>^. p. ^. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 47 

fiaVourHe of heaven. The powers likewife of tbe chap. 
earth joterpoled in the defence of Ambrofe ; the ^ _^_ . ^ 
difintereiled advice of Theodofius wm the ge- 
neral refult of piety and fi iendfliip ; and the maik 
of reli^ous zeal concealed the hofttle and am* 
bitious d^figns of&e tyrant of Qanl '\ 

The reign of JVf axitnus might have ended in Mazimut 
peace and profperity, could he have contented ^^^ 
himfelf with the pofleffion of three ample coun* A-d.^s;. 
triest which now conftttute the three moft flou- ^"s^ 
riihing kingdoms of* modern £urope. But the 
a%ijring ufurper, whofe foniid ambition was not 
dignified by the love of glory and of arms, con- 
fidered his actual ff»t*Ge8 as the inftrumenta only 
<of Im future graatnefs, and his fiiecefs waa the 
immediate cauie of his de&ta&iim. The wealth 
which he extorted'^ from tbe oppreffed provinces 
lof Gaul, Srpain, and Britain, was employ^ in 
levying and juaintaioing a farmidable aiimy of 
iBatbarian^i, colIeAed, for the macft part, ^om the 
£erceft isMidnfi of Germany. The Donqueiit of 
.]i;ftly was the objedt lof his bopes and prepacatioas; 
mmd h^&crd:ly meclitatedtlie ruin of an innocent 
yoisi^th^ wtiofe government was abhc^rred and de- 
4>ifed by his Cathiolic dil^^bs* But as Maxsmms 
wilbed to occupy » without refinance, the fasBbs 
i»f ithe Alps, he woeived, wdth ipei^dious faioies, 
Domninns *0f Syria, the ambaflador of VsAen- 

7' Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 190. 750. He partially allows 
the mediation of Theodofius .; and capricioufly r^(5ls that of Maxi- 
TnuB, fhou]^h it is attefted'by Prdfper, Sozomen, and Theodoret. 
7^ The. modeil cenfure of Sulpicius (Dialog, iii. 15$) ififli^ niniHl^ 
^ deeper wound than the feeble dedamjition of Pacatus (xii. 25. 36*). 

tinianj^ 
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CHAP, tinian, and prefled him to accept the aid of a 
^^Y°v confiderable body of troops for the fervice of a 
Pannonian war. The penetration of Ambrofe 
had difcovered the fnares of an enemy under the 
profeffions of friendfhip " ; but the Syrian Dom-^ 
ninus was corrupted, or deceived, by the liberal 
favour of the court of Treves ; and the council 
of Milan obftinately rejedled the fufpicion of 
danger, with a blind confidence, which was the 
effect, not of courage, but of fear. The march 
of the auxiliaries was guided by the ambaffador ; 
and they were admitted, without diftruft, into 
the forti-effes of the Alps. But the crafty tyrant 
followed, with hafty and filent footfteps, in the 
rear; and as he diligently intercepted all in^ 
telligence of his motions, the gleam of armour, 
and the dull excited by the troops of ca- 
valry, firft announced the hoftile approach of 
a ftranger to the gates of Milan. In this ex- 
tremity, Juftina and her Ion might accufe their 
own imprudence and the perfdious arts of 
Maximus ; but they wanted time, and force, 
and refolution, to (land againfl the Gauls and 
Germans, either in the field, or within the walls 
of a large and difaffe6led city. Flight was 
their only hope, Aquileia their only refuge; 
and as Maximus now difplayed his genuine 
chara6ler, the brother of Gratian might expe6t 
the fame fate from the hands of the fame affaffin. 

'3 Eft tutipr adverfus hoininem> pacis involucro tegentem, was the 
wife caution of Ambrofe (tom.ii. p. 89X.}> after his return from his 
. Tecond embafly. 
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Maximus entered Milan in triumph ; and if the chap. 
wife archbifliop refufed a dangerous and criminal ^^ ^^\ 
connexion with the ufurper, he might indiredlly 
contribute to the fuccefs of his arms, by incul- 
catingy from the pulpit, the duty of reflgnation, 
rather than that of re(iilance^^ The unfortunate 
Juilina reached Aquileia in fafety ; but (he dif* 
trufted the ftrength of the fortifications ; (he 
dreaded the event of a fiege ; and flie refolved to 
implore the protection of the great Theodofius, 
whofe povtrer and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the Weft* A veffel was fecretly pro- 
vided to tranQ)ort the Imperial family; they 
embarked with precipitation in one of the obfcure 
harbours of Venetia, or Iftria ; traverfed the 
whole extent of the Hadriatic and Ionian feas ; 
turned the extreme promontoryof Peloponnefus; 
and after a long, but fuccefsful, navigation, re- 
pofed themfelves in the port of Theflalonica. 
All the fubje6ls of Valentinian deferted the Flight of 
caufe of a prince, who, by his abdication, had X*^*^^ 
ablblved them from the duty of allegiance ; and 
if the little city of ^mona, on the verge of 
Italy, had not prefumed to ftop the career of 
his inglorious victory, Maximus would have ob- 
tained, without a ftruggle, the fde pofleffion of 
the Weftem empire. 

Itiftead of inviting his royal guefts to the palace TheodAfim 
of Conftantinople,Theodofiushadfome unknown ^^^e*c»ufc 
reafons to fix their refidence at Theflalonica; but of Vaien- 

tinian^ 
A, D. 387- 
94 Baroniiis (A. D. 387. 1^ 63.) applies to this ieafon of public dif- 
trds finne of the penitential fennons of the archhiftop. 

VOL. V. £ thefe 
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CHAP, thele reafons did not proceed from contempt or 
xxvii. indifference) as he fpeedily made a vifit to that 
city, accompanied by the greateft part if£ hisr 
court and fenate. After the firft tender expret 
fions of friendihip and fympathy, the piou» Em-» 
peror of the Eaft gently admoniflied Jtiftina, thkt 
the guilt of herefy was fometimes punifited in this 
world, as well as in the next ; and that the public 
profelflon of the Nicene faith would be the mod 
efficacious ftep to promote the reftoration of her 
fon, by the lSitisfa6tion which it muft occafion 
both on earth and in heaven. The motiletitous 
qoeftion of peace or war was referred, by Tbeo* 
dofius, to the deliberation of his Council ; and 
the arguments which might be alleged on the fide 
of honour and juftice, bad acquired, flnce the 
death of Crratian, a cottliderable degree of addi- 
tionafi weight* The perfecution of the Imperial 
family, to which Theodofius himfelf had been in- 
debted for his fortune, was now aggravated by 
recent and repeated injuries. Neither oaths nor 
treaties could reftmin the boundleill ambition of 
Maximus; and the delay of vigorous and decifive 
Inec^ures, inftead of prolonging the bleflipgsi of 
peace, would expofe the Eaftern empire to the 
danger of an hoftile invafion. The Barbarians, 
who had paffed the Danube, had lately aflbmed 
the character of fbldiers and fubje6ls, but their 
native fiercenefs was yet untamed ; and the ope«. 
rationsof a war, which Would exercife theirvalotrf, 
and diminifh their numbers, might tend to relieve 
the proviQCes from an intolerable (^preflion. 
Notwithftatlding theft i^ecioUs and folid realbns, 

which 
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Whicli were approved by a majority of the ooan* chap, 
cil, Theodofius lliH hefitated, whether he ihould J^^ 
drawthe fword in a conte(l,whichcouid no longer 
admit any terms of reconciliation ; and his mag* 
nantmous character was not di%raced by the ap<^ 
prelieniions which he felt for the fitfety of his in- 
fant fons, and the welfare of his exhaufted people* 
In this moment of anxious doubt, while the fate 
of the Roman world depended on the refolutioo 
of a fingle man, the charms of the Princefs Galla 
moft powerfully pleaded the caufe of her brother 
Valentintan ". The heart of Theodofius was 
foftened by the tears of beauty ; his afie6lions 
were inlenfibly engaged by the graces of yooth 
and innocence ^ the art d Juftina managed and 
directed the impulfe of paffion^ and the celebra- 
tion of the royal tiuptikls was the aiTuraoceand 
fignal of the civil war! The unfeeling critjcs, 
who confider every amorous weaknefs as an in« 
delible ftain on the memory of a great and ortho^- 
dox empet^r, are inclined, on this occafion, t6 
difpute the fufpicious evidence ot the biftoriaa 
Zofimus. For my own part, I ihall frankly con^ 
fefs, that I am willing to find, or even to feek, ia 
the revolutions of the world, fbme traces of the 
mild and tender fentiments of domeftic life ; and^ 
amidft the crowd of fierce and ambitious cpn* 
querors, I can diftinguiCb, with peculiar com*' 

7' TltettglMrjofValcMiinBfaiid AeloteofTheodoQusferltk 
jire related by Zofimus (1. iv. p* 263, ^64.)* Tillemont produces fome 
' weak and ambiguous eiideuce to aiitedate the fecond marriag^ of 
T&eodofivs (Hit. dn BatpemOh ton* V. p. 740.> aoA covftqpiet^jr 
to rrfiite ces contes de XofiiDe» qui iecoieDl trop cootraires a la piete 
deHieodoijb. 
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CHAP, placency, a gentle hero, who may be fuppofed t^ 
■_f receive liis armour from the hands of love. The 
alliance of the Perfian king was fecured by the 
faith of treaties; the martial Barbarians were per- 
fuaded to follow the ilandard, or to refpe6b the 
frontiers, pf an active and liberal monarch ; and 
the dominions of Theodoiius, from the Euphrates 
to theHadriatic, refounded with the preparations 
of war both by land and fea. The ikilful dif- 
pofition of the forces of the Eaft feemed to mul- 
tiply their numbers, and diflra6):6d the attention 
of Maximus. He had reafon to fear,that a chofen 
body of troops, under the command of the in- 
trepid Arbogaftes, would dire6fc their march 
along the banks of the Danube, and boldly pe- 
netrate through the Rhaetian provinces into the 
centre of Gaul. A powerful fleet was equipped 
in the harbours of Greece and Epirus, with an 
apparent defign, that as foon as a paiTage had 
been opened by a naval vi6lory,^Valentinian, and 
his mother, Ihould land in Italy, proceed, with- 
out delays to Rome, and occupy the majeflic feat 
of religion and empire. In the meanwhile, 
Theodofius himfelf advanced at the head of a 
brav]e aiiddifciplined army, to encounter his un- 
worthy rival, who, after the fiege of j£mona, had 
fixed his C2(mp in the neigh^^ourhood of Siicia, a 
city of Pannonia, ftrpwgly fortified by the broad 
and rapid ilream of the Save. 

Defeat and The Veterans, who fl:ill remembered the long 
-SSi^L, refifl:ance, and. fucceffi ye refources, of the tyrant 

A.D.388. Magnentius, aright prepare themfelvea for the 

i^^ labours of three bloody campaigns. But the con- 

Attguft. 

left 
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teft with his fucceffor, who, like hirn, had ufurped c H A P^ 
the throne of the Weft, was eafily decided iii the ^^^^^*^ 
term of two months ^*^, and within the fpace of 
two hundred, miles. The fuperior giehiuis of the 
Emperor of the Eaft might prevail over the feeble 
Maximus ; who, in this important crifis, fliewed 
hiitifelf deflitute of military (kill, or perfonal con* 
rage $ but the abilities of Theddofius were fe- 
conded by the advantage which hepofTefled of a 
numerous and a6live cavalry. The Huns^ the 
Alani, and, after their example, the Goths,, them- 
fdves, were formed into, fquadrons of archers ; 
who fought on horfeback, and confounded the 
fteady valour of the Gauls and Germans, by the 
rapid motions of a Tartar war. After the fatigue 
of a long march> in the heat of fum'mer, they 
fpurred their foaming horfes into the waters of 
the Save, fwam the river in the prefence of the 
enemy, and inftantly charged and routed the 
troops who guarded th^ high ground onth^oppo- 
fite fide. Marcellinus, the tyrant's brother, ad- 
vanced to fupport them with the fele6t cohorts, 
which were confidered as the hope and ftrength 
of the army. The a6lion, which had been, inter- 
rupted by the approach of night, was renewed in 
the morning ; and, after a (harp confli6l, the fur- 
viving remnant of the braveft foldiers of Maxi- 
mus threw down their arms at the feet of the 
conqueror. Without fufpending his march, to 
receive the loyal acclamations of the citizens of 
iEmona, Theodofius prefled forwards, to ter- 

''^ See Godefro>''3 Chronology of the Laws, Cod. Theodof. tonu i. 
p. 1x9. 
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CHAP, mioate the 'war by the death or cspiivity of his 
Xgvn^ riral, who fled before him with the diligence of 
fear. From the fuinniit of the Julian Alps, he de- 
fcended mth fuch imcredible ipeed into the plain 
of Italy, that he reached Aquileia on the evening 
of tlie firft day; and Maximtis, who fouful bio^elf 
encompaiSsd on all fides, had fcarx^ely time to (hut 
t^e gates of the city< But the gates could not 
long refiil the- effisrt of a vi^rioua enemy ; and 
the de^air, the difaffe^ion, the indiferenoe od^^ 
thelbldiersand people^ haftened the down£iJl of 
the wretched Maximps. He was draggied fr<»9ii 
iiis throne^ rudely ftripped of the Imperial oma^* 
fnents, the rc^e, the diadem, and the purple 
flippers; and conda6ted, like a nialefa3x>r, to the 
ouaap add preience of Theoddfius, at a place 
about three mika from Aqui1eia« The behaviouo:' 
of the Emperor was not intended to infult, and he 
ihewed fi>me difpofition to pity and forgive, the 
tyrant of the Weft, who had never been his per- 
ibnai enemy, and was now become the obje^ of 
his contempt. Our fympathy is the mofl forcibly 
excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex* 
pofed ; and the Q)e6tacle of a proud competitor, 
now fMToftrate at his feet, could not fail of pro* 
ducing very ferious and folemti thoughts in the 
mind of the vidlorious Emperor. But the feeble 
emotion of invduntary pity was checked by his 
regard for public juftice^ and the memory of Gra- 
tian ; and he abandoned the victim to the pioiis 
i^eal of the foldiers, who drew him out of the Im- 
perial prefence, and inftantly feparated his head 
from his body. The intelligence of his defeat 

15 and 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^^ 

9Qd death was received with fincere^ or well- e H A ?. 

"IXVB. 



diflembledt joy : his fon Viftor, on whom he bad '^^^ 



<:»>nferred the title of Auguilua, died by the <wf- 
deir, perhaps by the hand, of the bold Arbogaftes^ 
0XiA all the military plans of 'f heodofius w^re 
fuccefsfuUy executed. When he had thus ter- 
oiinated the civil war, with lefs difficulty and 
blpodlhed than he might naturally expe^^ he 
employed the winter months of his refidence at 
Milan, to reilore tt^ ftate of the afflicted pro- 
vinces; and early in the ^ing he made, after the 
example of Coridantine and Conftantips, his 
triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Roman empire ". 

The orator, who ipay be (Jlent without dangler, virtue of 
may praife without difficulty, and lyithout n* 2^^^ 
lofbance'^; and pofterijty will con^efs, that^lve 
pharaAer of Tbeodo(iqs ^^ might furniih the fub- 
jei$t of a fincere and ainpie panegyric^. TI^ 

^ Befides die hints whicli iriky be gathered from chronicles and 
fCclefiiifticai biftory, Zcfimus (1. iv. p. «59-*'**7«)> Orofiui (1. vfi. 
c. 35.) and Pacatus Qn Paoegyr. Vet. xii. 30— 47«> ^^Pfy the 
loofe and fcanty materials of this civil war. Ambrofe (torn. ii. 
Epjft xL p. 9jft» 953.) darkiy alludes to the well-known events of a 
nngaziae furpriisdy an a^n at Petovio; a Skman, perhaps a aayal, 
vidloryy &c« Aufoniu8» (p. 256. edit. Toll.) applauds the peculiar 
softntf and good fortune^ of Aqnileia. 

'• Quam promptum laudare principem, tarn tutum filuUTe deprincipe 
0*4cat. m f^egyr. Vet. xii. ai)» Ladnus Facatus Drepankis, a native 
c^ GauV pronounced this oration at Rome. (A. D. 388*) He was 
afterwards proconful of Africa ; and.his friend Aufonios praifes him 
as a poet» iecond oaly to Vti^gU. See^lHlemont, HiAr des Empereurst 
torn. V. p. 303. 

79 See the fair portfait •f Theodofius^ hy tht youtget Victor ; ^e 
llrokes are diftia^^ and the cofeun are mixed. The praife of Pacatus 
IS too vague; and Claudian always feems afraid of exalting the father 
abovt the ibii< 
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CHAP, wifdom of his laws, and the fuccefs of his aiTbs, 
rendered his adriiiniftration refpeftable in the 
eyes both of his fubjefils, and of his enemies. He 
loved and pradlifed the virtues of domeftic life, 
which feldom hold their refidence in the palaces 
of kings. Theodofius was chafte and temperate ; 
he enjoyed, without excefs, the fenfiial and focial 
pleafures of the table ; and the warmth of his 
amorous paflions was never diverted from their 
lawful objeSs. The proud titles , of Imperial 
greatnefs were adonied by the tender names of a 
faithful hufband, an indulgent father ; his uncle 
was raifed, by his affeftionate efteem, !o the rank 
of a fecond parent : Theodofius embraced, as his 
own, the children of his brother and filler ; and 
the expreflions of his regard were extended to 
the moft difl:ant and obfcure branches of his 
numerous kindred. His familiar friends were 
judicioufly fele6led from among thofe perfons 
who, in the equal intercourfe of private life, had 
appeared before his eyes without a mafic : the 
confcioufnefs of perfonal and fuperior merit ena- 
bled him todefpifethe accidental difl:in6tion of the 
purple ; and he proved by his condu6l, that he 
had forgotten all the injuries, while he moft grate- 
fully remembered all the favours and fervices, 
which he had received before be afcended the 
throne of the Roman empire. The ferioiis, or 
lively, tone of his converfation, was adapted to 
the age, the rank, or the chara6ler, of his fub- 
jefifcs whom he admitted into his fociety ; and the 
affability of his manners difplayed the image of 
his mind. Theodofius refpe^led the fimplicity of 

the 
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the good and virtuous; every art, every talent, chat. 
of an ufeful, or even of an ipnocent, nature, was . , ^^^ ^, 
rewarded by his judicious liberality ; and, except 
the heretics, whom he perfecutedwith implacable 
hatred^ the diffufive circle of his benevolence was 
circumfcribed only by the limits of the human 
race. The government of a mighty empire may 
affuredly fufBce to occupy the time, arid the abi- 
lities, of a mortal : yet the diligent prince, with- 
out aipiring to the unfuitable reputation of pro- 
found learning, always referved fome moments df 
his leifure for the inftru6tive amufement of read- 
ing. Hiftory, which enlarged his experience, 
was his favourite ftudy. - The annals of Rome, 
in the long period of eleven hundred years, pre- 
fented him with a various andfplendid pi6lure of 
human life; and it has been particularly obferved, 
that whenever he perufed the cruel afts of Cinha, 
of Marius, or of Sylla, he warmly expreffed his 
generous deteftationof thofe enemi^sof humanity 
and freedom. His difinterefted opinion of paft 
events was ufefuUy applied as the inile of his own 
actions; and Theodofiushas deferved the fingular 
commendation, that his virtues always feeiped to 
expand with his fortune ; the feafon of his pro- 
Iperity wa6 that of his moderation ; and his de- 
mency appeared the moft conlpicubus after the 
danger and fuccefs of the civil war. The Moorilh 
guards of the tyrant had been maflacred in the 
firft Ifeat of the vi6tory ; and a fmall number of 
the mod obnoxious criminals fufiered the punifli- 
ment of the law. But the Emperor (hewed him- 
felf much more attentive to relieve the innocent, 
-12 than 
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CHAP, than to challiie the guilty. The opprel&d Gih^ 
3gm jefilsof the Weft, who would have deemed theai- 
felvea happy in the reftoratian of their land«, 
were afton^flied to receive » fun^ of moiiey equi- 
v^ent to their lofles ; and the liberality of the 
conqueror fupported the aged mother* and edu- 
cated the orphan dai^hterp, of Ma^imus \ A 
chara3;er thus QccompUflied, might ^l<npft e^- 
cule the extravagant fuppofition (^ the er;itor 
Piacatu^ i that, if iim elder 3rutu» could be per- 
mitted to revifit the earth, the ftern repuhlican 
would alpgure^ *t tha fe»t of Th#pdodu«» bis 
hatred of jkings ; a^ ingennoufly confefs, that 
fuch a f»o»arcb was the moft faithful guardian 
M^ the bappinefe and dignity of tbi^ Rowap 
people *% 
FauUi of Yet the piercing eye of the founder pf the re- 
Thcodo- public muft have difcerned two eflential imper- 
fections, which might, perhaps, have i^bated bis 
recent Ipve of deipotifin. The virtuous mind of 
Theodofins was often relaxed by indolence^*, and 
it w^s fbmetimes inflamed by psffion ^\ In the 
purfuit oi^&a important obje^^ his a6l;ive courage 

'^ Ambrof. tonXi iu Epifi. xl. p. 955, Pacsitus, iiiom the want of 
ftl^ or of courage^ omits tMs glorious circumftance. 
^ Pacat. in PsQiegyr. Viet. xiL »o* 

** TkiGmii^ I iv, p. ft7«, a/a. His mrtial t^vjdm^ w oiaHM by 
^n. air of candour and truth. He obi^rves thefe viqiflitudes of (lothy 
and afttvkyy not as a yice, but as a ihigularity> in die cbaraAer of 
Theo^iius. 

*^ This choleric tempjcr is ackaow^edged^ ^ jes^u^fedt by yii6^. 
Sed habes (f^ys Ambrofe^ in decent and manly language, to his fove* 
nign) mtnnK tnpetuiiiy ^ucm li ^uis 4eiiire vefity^oito ^vvrtes ad soife. 
lacotimni fi/fuis (Umulet^ in wfi^is ea^fcit^ /ut«ii9ar£vcK;are v;ix 
poffis (tom.ii. EpifL li. p. 998. )• Theodoiius (Clau4*in iv. Conf. 
Hon. t64} &e.) e3^9Ft8 1^ fon tomodemte >hxs anger. 

wa» 
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Wfts capable of the moil vigorous exertions ; C H A E. 
hut as foon as the defign was accompliiheclt or ^ xxvn . ^ 
the danger was furmotinted^ the hero funk into 
ifigiorious repoCb ; and^ forgetful that the time 
ef a prince is ^he property of his people^ re* 
figned himielf to the enjojrment of the inno^^ 
eenty but trifling, pleafures of a luxurious court* 
The natural difpofition of Theodofius was hafly 
and choleric; and, in l flation where none 
ooiild refift, and few would dilSuade, the fatal 
confequence of his refentment, the humane 
monarch was juftly alarmed by the confciouf-* 
nefi of his infirmity, and of his powei*. It was 
^hke conftant ft«idy of his life to fupprefs, or re- 
gulate, the intemperate fallies of paffion ; and 
tl^ facets of his efforts etihanc^ the merit 
of his clemeney. But tiie painfiil virtue which 
claims the iiserit of viftory, is expofed to th^ 
danger of d^eat ; and the reign of a wife and 
merciful prince was pdluted by an ^Gt of 
cruelty, which would flain the annals of Nero 
or Domitian. Within thie fpace of three years, 
the inconfiflent hiftorian of Theodofius muft r^ 
iate the generot:is pardon of the citizens of An- 
tioch, and the Inhuman maflficre of the people 
of Theflaloiiica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabit^ts of An- Tlit MU 
tioch was never fatisfied with their own fituaticm, ^^^ 
or with the charafter, and condu6t, of their fuc- a* 0.387* 
ceffive fovereignq. The Arian fubje&s of Theo- 
dofius deplored the lofs of their churches ; and, 
as three rival bifliops difputed the throne of An- 
tioch,tbefentencewhich decided theirprotenfions 

excited 
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CHAP, excited the murmurs of the two unfuccefsftd con- 
^^^J^ gregations. The exigencies of the Gothic war, 
atid the inevitable expenee that accompanied the 
conclufion of the peace, hadconftrained the Em- 
peror to aggravate the weight of the public im- 
pofitions ; and the provinces of Afia, as they had 
not been involved in the diftrefs, were the lefs 
inclined to contribute to the relief, of Europe. 
The aufpicious period now approached of the 
tenth year of his reign ; a feftival.niore grateful 
to the foldiers, who received a liberal donative, 
than to the fubje6ls, whofe voluntary offerings 
had been long fince converted into ain extraordi^ 
nary and oppreffive burthen* The edi^s of tax* 
ation interrupted the repofe, and pleasures, of 
Antioch ; and the tribunal . of the magiitrate 
was befieged by a fuppliant crowd; who, in 
pathetic, but, at firft, in refpedtful, language,, 
folicited the redrefs of their grievaiices. They 
were gradually incenfed by the pride of their 
haughty rulers, who treated their complaints 
as a criminal refiftanee; their fatirical wit de^- 
generated into fharp and angry invectives ; and 
from the fubordinate powers of government, the 
invedlives of the people infentibly rofe to attack 
the facred chara6ler of the Emperor himfelf. 
rcb.a6» Their fury, provoked by a feeble oppolition, 
difcharged itfelf on the images of the Imperial 
family, which were erected as obje6ls of public 
veneration, in the. mod confpicuous places of 
the city. The ftatues of Theodofius, of 
his father, of his wife llaccilla,''.of his two 
fons, Arcadius and lionorius, were infolently 

^, throwa 
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thrown down from their pedeftals, broken chap. 
in pieces, or dragged with contempt through x^^^* 
the llreets : and the indignities which were 
ofiered to the reprefentations of Imperial ma- 
jefty, fufBciently declared the impious and trea- 
fonable • wiihes of the populace. The tumult 
'was almoft immediately fuppreffed by the arrival 
of a body of archers ; and Antiochhad leifureto! 
reflect on the nature and confequences of .her 
crime ®^ According to the duty of his office, 
the governor of the province difpatched a faith- 
ful narrative of the whole tranfa6tion ; while the 
trembling citizens intrufted the confeffion of 
their crime,and the affurance of their repentance, 
to the zeal of Flavian their bifhop, and to the elo- 
quence of th6 fenator Hilarius, the friend, and, 
moil probably, the difciple, of Libanius ; whofe 
genius, on this melancholy occafion, was not ufe- 
lefi to his country '^ But the two capitals, An- 
tioch and Conftantinople, were feparated by the 
diftance of eight hundred miles ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the diligence of the Imperial poils, the 
guilty city was feverely puniflied by a long and 
dreadful interval of fufpenfe. Every rumour 
agitated the hopes and fears of the Antiochians, 
and they heard with terror, that their fovereign, 

^* The Chriflians and Pagans agreed in believing^ that thefedltion 
•f Ai^6ch/was jexcited . by the dtemom, A gigantic woman- (fays 
Ikizattxeny L vii. c^ its.) p^uradied the ftreets with a Ibourge in her hand. 
^ old man' (fays Libaoius» Orat. ;cii. p» 396.) transformed himfelf into, 
a youth, then a boy, 3cc. 

' ^^ ^fimns, in his ihartiaad idifingenuoiis account (1. iv. p^ 958, 
459.)' is certainly miiEaken m fending Libanius himfetf^to Conftan* 
iteo|^ 0is owis obAio^s fix l^m at Antiooh, 

exaijpe- 
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CHAP, exafperated by the infult which had been offered 
y^^^'^ to his own flatties, and, mere e^eciaUy, to thofe 
of his beloved wife, had relblved to level wkh 
the ground the offending city ; and to idaAacre, 
without di(lin3;ion of age or iex^ the crimiiud 
inhabitants'^; many of whom were aSw^fy 
driven, by tiieir apprehenfions, to feek a refuge 
in the mountains of Syria, and the.adjac«»t de^ 
Match f 2. fert. At length, twenty-four days after the fedi-> 
tion^ the General Hellebicus, and Casfarius, 
mafter of the offices, declared the will of the . 
Emperor, and the ientence of Antiocb. That 
proud capital was degraded from the rank of a 
city i and the metropolis of the Eaft, ftripped of 
its lands, its privileges, and its revenues, was 
ilibje€ted,under the humiliating deoominatioD oS 
a village, to the jurifdi£fcion of Laodioea ^\ The 
Baths, the Circus, and the theatres were Ihat : 
and, that every fource of plenty and pleafure 
might at the &me time be mtwcepted, the diflri** 
bution of com was alx^fhed, by the fevere in* 
ftruStions of Theodofius. His commiffionera 
then proceeded to inquk-e into the guilt of indi** 
viduals; of thofe who had perpetrated, and of 
tliofe who had not prevented, tibe deftrudticm q£ 
tile ftcred ftatues^ The tiibunal of Hdlebicus 
and Csefarius, encompaiTed with armed foldiers, 

^ Libuthis (OtkU L p. 6* edk* Veifee«) deckrety ttei uddar hdk 
a rtignt fli« fear €(f a iMAtm-mtigHittfaMt lUid Mttedi eipmkify ia 
the BtAp»(Ot^§M^!htet fbr hk pHiktietf itctM&in^ t« tlw ato^M^ 
flavey might have given a iandtion to the moft* bloody' ifdU; 

' Laodic^a, on die ica coafl^ ibily^w Huka fvom Andotili (fee 
Nodb £pocfiy S7H>^Mai9ed.£)ifitM«iiu^.a^.> The Antiod^aaa 
were offended} that the Jeyiiwltnl dt^ of U/ifam flbiild firefutfMM^ 
intercede for them. 

was 
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Was er^ffted in the midft of the Fofom* Th« C H A fc 
fiobleft, attd moft wealthy, of the citizens of An* ^^^ 
tioch appeared before them in chains; the exa- 
mination was aififted by the ufe of torture, and 
tbeil" fenttnee l^ as pronounced or fuQ^ended^ ac- 
cording to the judgment of thefe rixtraoTdinary 
magiftrates^. The houfes of the Criminals were 
expoled to fele, their wives and children Mrete 
fbddenly reduced, from ai&uence and luxury^ 
to the moft abjed; diftfefe j and a bloody execi** 
tion was expefiled to conclode the hotrors of li 
day ", which the preacher of Antioch, the ek>- 
quent Chryftrflom, has reprefented as a livrfy 
image of the laft and utiiverfal judgment of the 
world. But the minifters of Theodoftiis per- 
formed, with relufitance, the cruel talk which 
had been afligned them ; they dropped a gentle 
tear over the calamities of the people j and they 
liftened with reverence to the preffing folicita- 
tions of the monks and hermits, who defc^nded 
in fwarms from the mountains^. Hellebicus 
and Ca&ferius were perfuaded to fufpend the exe- 
cution of their fentence ; and it was agreed, that 
the former (bould remain at Antioch, while the 
latter returned, with all poffible fpeed^ to Con- 
ftantinople ; and prefumed once more to con^ 
iult the will of his fovereign. The refentment of Clemency 

ofTheo- 

^ A» the days of i^e tunwh depend on the m^veahJe feaival of 
£after» they cai\ only be determined by the previous determination of 
the year. The year 3S7 has been preferredi after a laborious inquiry» 
hy Tilleniont(Hiit des En^). tom^ v. p. 741-— 744.) and Montfaucon 
(Chryfoilomy torn. xiii. p. X05 — tXo)* 

^ Chryfo&om oppoles their counget which was Bot attended with 
much riil^ t9 the coward^ fligkt of the Cyxiks. 

Theodo- 
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c H A ?• Theodofius had already fubfided ; the deputies 
^-^^^ ^^ t^® people, both the bifhop and the orator, had 
obtained a favourable audience ; and the re- 
proaches of the Emperor were the complaints of 
injured friendlhip, rather than the ftern menace 
of pride and power. A free and general pardon 
was granted to the city and citizens of Antioch j 
the prifon doors were thrown open ; and fenators, 
who defpaired of their lives, recovered the pot 
feffion of their houfes and eftates; and the capital 
of the Eaft was reftored to the enjoyment of her 
ancient dignity and fplendour. Theodofius con- 
defcended to praife the fenate of Conftantinople, 
who had generoufly interceded for their diftreffed . 
brethren : he rewarded the eloquence of Hil^rius 
with the government of Palefline ; and difmifled 
the Bifliop of Antioch with the warmed expref- 
ApriUj. fions of his refpe6l and gratitude. A thoufand 
new ftatues arofe to thie clemency of Theodofius ; 
the applaufe of his fubjefts was ratified by the ap- 
probation of his own heart ; and the Emperor 
confefled, that, if the exercife of jufl^ice is the 
mofl^ important duty, the indulgence of mercy is 
the mod exquifite pleafure, of a fovereign ^""i 
Sedition The fedition of Theflalojiica is.afcribed to a 
and maf. j^Q^e fliameful caufe, and was produ6live of much 

facre of 

^ The fedition of Antioch is reprefented in a livelyt and aknoft 
dramaticy manner^ by two oratpn, who had their refpe^ive fhares of 
intereft and merit. See Libanius (Orat.xiv.xv.p.389 — 4^0. edit. 
Moral. Orat. i p. X — 14* Venet. 1754-) and the twenty orations of 
St. John Chryfoftom, ^de Statuis (torn. ii. p. i — 225. edit. Mont- 
faucon). I do not pretend to much perfonal acquaintance with Chry- 
foftom ; but Tillemont (Hift. des £mpereur8> torn. v. p. 263-— 283.)- 
and Hermant (Vie de St. Chryfoftome, tom.i. p* 137-^224.) had 
read him with pious curiofityi and diligence. 

more 
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more dreadlul coofequences. That great city, chap. 
the metrbpoliB of all the lUyrian provineeSj had xxym 
been ]»ri3te£led from the dangers of the Gcfl3*iic Theflaio- 
war by ftrong; foitifcation^, and a num^srous gar- »><»» 
rifon; Bothericy the general of thofe troops, atid', ^ ^' ^^ 
as itifaould feero from his name, a Barbarian; 
hftd among his flaves » beautifiil boy, who ex- 
cited the4mpi!ire (tefi«B of one of the charibteei^ 
of the Circus; 7hi» iitiblbfiit and' brutal Ibver was^ 
thrown* into' prifon* by this ordfer of Botheric ; and 
he ften!ily rejeiSted the importunate clsMMnur^ of 
the]|]ultitude,wha»onthe dayof the public gan^feSi > 
lamented the abfence 'of their favouriUe ; and 
considered the fkilb of a chariotee)^ as an obj^ 
of more importance than his virtue. The r^ifen*^ 
meat of the people was' embittered by fome ^re- 
vioiis difputes*;. and, as the ftrength of the gar- 
rifon had befen drawn: away for the fer^ice of the 
Italian war,, the feeble remnant, whiolb numbers 
were reduced by defertion, could not fave^^ ttite 
unhappy general from llifeir Kcentious fury. Bo* 
theric, and feverai of his principal officers, were 
inhumanly murdered : their nmngled bodtes-were 
dbagged about the ilreets; afnd the Emperor, who 
thiai refided at Mikin, was (brprifed^by the intel- 
ligence of the audacious and wailton cruelty of 
the peoplfe of Theffalonicj^. The fentence of a 
dlQ)afllonate judge would ha^e inflidled a Ifevere 
puniChment^ on the authors* of rfie crime*, and the 
merit of Botheric might^ eotttWbute to ex;afperate 
the grief and itidlgttfttibn of his mfefter. The 
fiery andcholi^ric tamper of Tlieodbfius was im- 
patfent of l^e dilatbiyforms^f a judicial enquiry ; 
V4»ii.r. F and 
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CHAP, and he haftily refolved that the blood of his lieu- 
^^^^- tenant fhould be expiated by the blood of the 
guilty people. Yet his mind ftill fluftuated be- 
tween the counfels of clemency and of revenge ; 
the zeal of the biihops had almoft extorted from 
the reludlant Emperor the promife of a general 
pardon ; his pallion was again inflamed by the 
flattering fuggefl^ions of his minifl;er Rufinus ; 
and, after Theodofius had difpatched the meflen- 
gers of death, he attempted, when it was too late, 
to prevent the execution of his orders* The pu- 
nifliment of a Roman city was blindly committed 
to the undifl:inguifliing fword of the Barbarians j 
and the hofl^ile preparations were concerted with 
the dark and perfidious artifice of an illegal con- 
ipiracy. The people of Theflalonica were trea- 
cheroufly invited, in the name of their fovereign, 
to the games of the Circus : and fuch was their 
infatiate avidity for thofe amufements, that every 
confideration of fear, or fufpicion, was difire- 
garded by the numerous fpe£tators. As foon as 
the aflembly was complete, the foldiers, who had 
fecretly been pofl:ed round the Circus, received 
the fignal, not of the races, but of a general 
maflacre. The promifcuous carnage continued 
three hours, without difcrimination of flxangers 
or natives, of age or fex, of innocence or guilt; 
the mofli moderate accounts fl:ate the number of 
the flain at feven thoufand ; and it is afiirmed by 
fome writers, that more than fifteen thoufand vic- 
tims were facrificed to the manes of Botheric. A 
foreign merchant, who had probably no concern 
in his murder, ofiered his own life, and all his 

wealth) 
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M^^alth, to fupply the place or one of his two c hA P. 
fons ; but while the father hefitated with equal xxvn. 
tendernefs, while he was doubtful to choofe, and 
unwilling to condemn, the foldiers determined 
hisfufpenfe, by plunging their daggers at the fame 
moment into the breads of the defencelefs youths. 
The apology of the aflaffins, that they were 
obliged to produce the prefcribed number of 
heads, ferves only to increafe, by an appearance 
of order and defign, the horrors of the maflacre, 
M^hich was executed by the commands of Theo- 
dofius. The guilt of the Emperor is aggravated 
by his long and frequent refidence at Theflalo- 
nica. The fituation of the unfortunate city, the 
aipe6t of the itreets and buildings, the drefs and 
faces of the inhabitants, were familiar, and even 
prefent, to his imagination ; and Theodofius pof- 
feffed a quick and lively fenfe of the ex^ftence 
of the people whom he deftroyed *'. 

The refpedlful attachment of the Entperor for influence 
the orthodox clergy, had difpofed him to love and dua^of' 
admire the character of Ambrofe j who united Ambrofe, 
all the epifcopal virtues in the moft eminent de- ' • ^ • 
gree. The friends and minifters of Theodofius 
imitated the example of their fovereign ; and he 
obferved with more furprife than difpleafure, that 
all his fecret counfels were immediately com- 

.''The original evidence of Ambrofe (torn. iL Epift.li. p«998.]b 
Anguftin (de Civitat. Deiy y. %6,)f and Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. 
c.'a4.)> is delivered in vague expreflions of horror and pity. It is il- 
lufirated by the fubfequent and unequal teflimonies of Sozomen (1. vii. 
c,%S')» Theodoret (l.v. c. 17.)* Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 6a.)^ 
Cedrenus (p. 317O9 and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 34.). Zofimus 
aloncy the partial enemy of Theodofiusy moft unaccountably pafles over 
m filence die worft of his adiions. 

F 3 municated 
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munictted to the ArcfabUhop; whoaftedfrom tbe 
laudable perfuafion^ that every meaftue cf civil 
government may have ^nne connexion with the 
glory of God, aad the intereft of the true religion. 
The monks and populace of CaUinicum, an ob* 
fcure town on the frontier of Perfia, excited by 
th^ own £maticifm, and by that of their biflic^ 
had tiMBAultuoufly burnt a conventide of the Va<» 
l^itmians^ and a lynagogue of the Jews. The fe* 
ditious prelate was condemned, by the magiftrate 
of the province, either to rebuild the fynago^e^ 
or to repay the damage ; and this moderate fen* 
tence was confirmed by the Emperor. But it 
was not confirmed by the Archbifhop of Milan ^\ 
He diSkited an ^tftle of ceniure and reproach, 
more fhitable, perhaps, if the Emperor had re* 
ceived the mark of circumcifiou,^ and renounced 
the faith of his baptifia. Ambrofe confiders the 
toleration of the Jewifli, as the per&cutioa of the 
Chriftian, retigion ; boldly declares, that hehim- 
felf, itfid every true believer, would eagerly di£- 
pule with the BUhop of Calliaicum the merit of 
the deed, aod the crown (^ martyrdom ; and \s^ 
ments^ m the moft pathetic terms, that the exe- 
cution of the fentence would be &tal to>the fiune 
and idvatiosb of Thieoddiius. Asi this private aidh 
mosutioni diiinQt prodoeean^ immediate etStS^ the 
Archbifhop, from his pulpit", publicly addreffed 

9* 9ee the whole tniii£^on io Ambrofe (toip, iL Eplft. xL, xH. 
p. 9467-95^*^ *"d hh. biograj^l^er Piiulinus (c. %$.), Bayle ajid'Baii> 
beyrac (Mbrales dbs PikeS} c. xvii^ p. 32$* ^^), ^^^ iy^ ^^' 
demned tt^e Archbifhop. 

'^ Hb, iermoo is a Ibange aHegoiy of Jerexpiah'ft rod^ of as altoond^ 
treef of the woman who wafhed and anoiot^d thA f^t of Cftrifi* B^t 
the peroration is dire^ and perlbnaL 

the 
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the Emperor on his throne^; nor would he con- CHAP, 
fent to offer the oblation pf the altar, till he had ^^* 
obtained from Theodofius a folemn and pofitive 
declaration, which fecured the impunity of the 
Bifhop and monks of Callinicum. The recan- 
tation of Theodofius was fincere " ; and, during 
the term of his refidence at Milan, his affe6tion 
for Ambrofe was continually increafed by the 
habits of pious and familiar converfation. 

When Ambrofe was informed of the maflacre Penance of 
of Theffalonica, his mind was filled with horror J^^^^^ 
and anguifii. He retired into the country to in- a. d. 390. 
dulge his grief, and to avoid the prefenfce of 
Theodofius. But as the Archbifiiop was latisfied 
that a timid filence would render him the accom- 
plice of his guilt, he reprefented, in a private let- 
ter, the enormity of the crime j which could only 
be efikced by the tears of penitence. The epit 
copal vigour of Ambrofe was tempered by pru- 
dence; and he contented himfelf with fignifying^^ 

an indireft fort of excommunication, by the aflur- 

/ . 

9* Hodiey Epifcopey de me propofuifti. Ambrofe modeftly con* 
fefled k : but he ilemly rep itmandtfd Timafius> gtnend of f^e liorfc 
9nd foot) who had prefumed to fay, that the monks of CaUinkiim d*- 
ierved punifliAent. 

'^ Yety five yean afterwardsy when Theodofius was abfent from his 
i^niitual guide, he tolerated the Jews, and condemned the deftrudlioa 
of their fynagogue. Cod. Theodof. 1. xtl« tit* viik. leg. 9. with Godi» 
fipo/s Commentary, tom.vi. p. ^25. 

^ AmbroU torn. ii« Epift U* p* 997— I cox. His epiSde is a mifcr* 
able rhapfody on a noble fubje^. Ambrofe could ad better than he 
could write. His eompofitions are deftitute of tafte, of genius ; urith-^ 
out the Qwit of Tertullian, the copious el^ance. of La<ftant>u8f tfa» 
litdy wit of Jerom^ or the grare energy of Auguftin* 

F 3 ance. 



70 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP, ance, that he had been warned in a vifion, not 
i^ ^^^ to offer the oblation in the name, or in the pre- 
fence, of Theodofius; and by the advice, that he 
would confine himfelf to the ufe of prayer, with- 
out prefuming to approach the altar of Chrifl, or 
to receive the holy eucharift with thofe hands that 
were ftill polluted with the blood of an innocent 
people. The Emperor was deeply affefted by his 
own reproaches, and by thofe of his fpiritual fa- 
ther; and, after he had bewailed the mifchievous 
and irreparable confequences of his rafli fury, he 
proceeded, in the accuftomed manner, to perform 
his devotions in the great church of Milan. He 
was Hopped in the porch by the Archbiftiop; who, 
in the tone and language of an ambaffador of 
Heaven, declared to his fovereign, that private 
contrition was not fufficient to atone for a public 
fault, or to appeafe the juftice of the offended 
Deity. Theodofius humbly reprefented, that if 
he had contradled the guilt of homicide, David, 
the man after God's own heart, had been guilty, 
not only of murder, but of adultery. " You have. 
" imitated David in his crime, imitate then his 
". repentance,** was the reply of the undaunted 
Ambrofe. The rigorous conditions of peace and 
pardon were accepted ; and the public penance 
of the Emperor Theodofius has been recorded 
as one of the mofl: honourable events in the 
annals of the church. According to the mildeft 
rules of ecclefiafl^ical difcipline, which were efta- 
bliihed in the fourth century, the crime of homi* 
cide was expiated by the penitence of twenty 

1 % years : 
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years ^': and as it was impoflible, in the period chap, 
of human life, to purge the accumulated guilt , J^^^. 
of the maflacre of Theflalonica, the murderer 
fhould have been excluded from the holy com- 
munion till the hour of his death. But the Arch- 
bilhop, confulting the maxims of religious policy, 
granted fome indulgence to the rank of his illuf- 
triouspenitent, who humbled in the dull the pride 
of the diadem ; and the public edification might 
be admitted aS; a weighty reafon to abridge the 
duration of his puniihment. It was fufficient, 
that the Emperor of the Romans, ftripped of the 
enfigns of royalty, ihould appear in a mournful 
and fuppliant pofture ; and that, in the midft of 
the church of Milan, he fhould humbly folicit, 
with fighs and tears, the pardon of his fins '^ In 
this fpiritual cure, Ambrofe employed the various 
methods of mildnefs and fe verity. After a delay 
of about eight months, Theodofius was reflored 
to the communion of the faithful.; and the edi£t, 
which interpofes a falutary interval of thirty 
days between the fentence and the execution, 
may be accepted as the worthy fruits of his 

^' According to the difcipline of St. Bafil (Canon. Ivi.)^ the vohin- 
tary homicide ^zzfour years a mourner ; five an hearer ; fe^en in a 
proitrate ftate ; and four in a ftanding pofture. I have the original 
(Beveridge^ Pandedl. torn. ii. p. 47.— 151.) and a tranflation (ChardoQ, 
Hift. des Sacremensy tom.iv. p. 219-— 277.) of the Canonical Epiftles 
ofSt.Bafil. 

^- The penance of Theodofius is authenticated by Ambrofe (torn. vL 
4e Obit. Theodof. c. 34. p. \7,cy^•)t Auguftin. (de Civitat. Dei» v. 26.}» 
and Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 24.). Socrates is ignorant ; So2so- 
men (i.yii. c. 25.) concife ; and tlie copious narrative of Theodoret 
(1. V. c. xS.) muft be ufed with precaution. 

F 4 repent- 
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CHAP, repentance^. Pofterity has applauded the vir* 

\^^ tuous finnnefi of the Arcfabifliop ; and the ex- 

mnple of Tbeodofius may prove the b^eficial 

influence c^ thofe piindples, which could force 

a monarch, exalted above tbf apprehenficxn of 

human punifiiment, to re%63: the^ws, and mi- 

jiifters, jot* an invifible Jud^, ^^ Tte prince/' 

iays MoQtefijuieu, ^ who is actuated hy the ihopes 

^^ ai)d jQaars of rdigion, may be compared to a 

^* lion, docile only to thi^ voice, and tractable to 

^* *he hand of his keeper '%'* The motions of 

the royal animal will therefore depend on the 

dndinatioii, and intereft, of the maDi who has 

acquired Aich dangerous authority over him ; 

and die prieft, who holds in his hand tiis coHr 

&ience of a king, may inflajne, or moderate, his 

ianguinary paffi.ons. The caufe of humanity , and 

tix^t of perfecution, have been aflerted by the 

iame Amhrofe, with equal ei^rgy, and with 

equal fucceiL 

Generofity After the defeat and death <^ the tynant of 

of Theo- Gaul, the Roman world was in the polTeflion of 

A, D. Theodofius. He derived from the choice of Gra« 

38S— 391. tian his honourable title to the provinces of the 

£aft : he had acijuired ^e Weft by the right of 

CPuqij^ft i and the three years which he Ipent 

4n I^y, Were u&fuljy employed to reftore th« 

^ Codex Theodof. 1. ix. tit.xl. leg. 13. The date and cipcumftanccs 
of this ]aw are perplesed witli difficidtie$.; hut I feel myfelf inclined 
to favour the honeft ^fiorts of Tiil^mont (HiA* 1^ £911^ torn. v. 
p* 72X.) and £;igi (£Indca» tonq. i. p. 57S.). 

^°° Un pidi^ce 4^ aiine la ceUgioBy et qui la craint^ eft wi lion qui 
f cde a la main qui le flatte^ 00 ^ k yo|x<^ I'a^aiie. £^pfit des hfuxp 

ftythority 
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authority of the laws; aad to corre& the abu&s, chap. 
which had prevailed with impunity under the xxm 
. uihi^tiou of Maximus, and the minority of Va- 
lentiaian. The name of Valentinian was regu»- 
Urly inferted in the public a&$ ; but the tender 
.a^, and doubtful faith, of the ion of Juftina, ap- 
peared to require the prudent care of an orthodox 
guardian; and his fpecious ambition might have 
e^luded the unfortunate youth, without a itrug- 
^)^, and dmoft without a murmur, from the 
jidminiilr^tion, and even from the inheritance, 
of the empire. If Theodofius had confuked the 
rigid mai^irns of intereft and policy, his condu^ 
would have been juftified by his friends ; but the . 
^enerofity of his behaviour on this memorable 
i}QCf^n has extorted the applauie of his m<^ 
inveterate enemies. He feated Valentinian on 
th$ tl^rome of Milan ; and, without ftipulating any 
prefent or future advantages, reitored him to the 
ahfolute dominion of ail the provinces from which 
he had been driven by the anas of Maximus. To 
thereflitution of his ample patrimony, Theo- 
dofius added the free and generous gift of the 
countries beyond the Alps, which his fucceisful 
valour had recovered from the ailaifin of Gra- 
tian"". Satisfied with the glory which he had 
acquired, by revenging the death of his beneiac* 
tor, and delivering the Weft from the yoke of 
tyranny, the Emperor returned from Milan to 

'**' TtfTOTTepi T»? 8U€py«Taj xaOnxo* i^^n wcu, is the laggard praife of 
Zoiimus himfelf (1. iv* p. 197.). Au^ufim fay«9 with fome hj^pinds 
of expreffiony Valentixiianuxo . • • • mifericpr^iSma yeneratioae 
reftituiti 

C0!K 
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CHAP. Conllantinople ; and, in the peaceful poffeffioir 
,_ ^^^ <^f the Eaft, infenfibly relapfed into his former 
habits of luxifty and indolence. Theodofius dif- 
chargedhis obligation to the brother, he indulged 
his conjugal teridernefs to the fifter, of Valenti- 
nian : and pofterity, which admires the pure and 
Angular glory of his elevation, muft applaud his 
unrivalled generofity in the ufe of vi6tory. 
Charaaer The Emprefs Juftina did not long furvive her 
nial*^^"^" ^^"^^ t^ Italy J and, though flie beheld the tri- 
A.D 391. umph of Theodofius, flie was not allowed to in- 
fluence the government of her fon '°'. The per- 
nicious attachment to the Arian fe6l, which 
Valentinian had imbibed from her example and 
inflrufilions, were foon erafed by the lefTons of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zeal for 
the faith of Nice, and his filial reverence for the 
chara6ler and authority of Ambrofe, difpofed the 
Catholics to entertain the mofl; favourable opi- 
nion of the virtues of the young Emperor of the 
Wefl; '°K They applauded his chaftity and tem- 
perance, his contempt of pleafure, his application 
to bufinefs, and his tender afieftion for his two 
fifl:ers ; which could not, however, feduce his im- 
partial equity to pronounce an unjufl; fentence 
againfi^ the meanefl: of his fubje6ls. But this 
amiable youth, before he had accompliflied the 
twentieth year of his age, was opprefied by do- 

'°' Sozomen, Lvii.c.i4' His chronology is very irregular. 

'•^ See Ambrofe (torn. ii. de Obit. Valentinian, c. 15, 3cc. p. 117S. 
c. 36, &c. p. ii840- When the young Emperor gave an entertain- 
menty he fafted himfelf ; he refufed to fee an handfome a^efs, ice. 
Since he ordered his wild beafls to be killed, it is ungenerous in Philo^ 
fiorgiusy (1. xi. c. z.) to reproach him with the love of that amufement. 

medic 
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meftic treafoD ; and the empire ^as again in- c H A P. 
volved in the horrors of a civil war. Arbo- /^^^' 
gafles '•% a gallant foldier of the nation of the 
Franks, held the fecond rank in the fervice of 
Gratian. On the death of his mailer, he joined 
the ftandard of Theodofius ; contributed, by his 
valour and military condu6t, to the deflru6lion of 
the tyrant ; and was appointed, after the victory, 
mailer-general of the armies of Gaul. His real 
merit, and apparent iidelity, had gained the 
confidence both of the prince and people ; 
his boundlefs liberality corrupted the allegiance 
of the troops ; and, whilil he was univerfally 
eileemed as the pillar of the ilate, the bold and 
crafty Barbarian was fecretly determined, either 
to rule, or to ruin, the empire of the Weil. The 
important commands of the army were diitri- 
buted among the Franks; the creatures of Ar- 
bogailes were promoted to all the honours and 
offices of the civil government ; the progrefs of 
the confpiracy removed every faithful fervant 
from the prefence of Valentinian ; and the Em- 
peror, without power, and without intelligence, 
infeniibly funk into the precarious and dependent 
condition of a captive"^ The indignation which 
he expreifed, though it might arife only from the 
raih and impatient temper of youth, maybe can- 
didly afcribed to the generous fpirit of a prince. 



*°^ Zofimus (1. iv. p. 275.) praifet the enemy of Theodofius. But 
he 18 detefted by Socrates (1. v. c. %S')» ^^^ Qrofius (1. viL 6.35.). 

"^' Gregory of Tours (1. iL c. 9. p. 165. in the fecond volume of 
the Hiilorians of France) has preferred a curious fragment of Sulpicius 
Alexander^ an hlftorian far more valuable than himfelfi 
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CHAP, who fdt that he was not nnw<Hrihy to reign. 

y ^^^ He fecretly invited the Archbifhop of Milan 
to undertake the office of a mediator ; as the 
pledge of his fincerity, and the guardian of his 
fafety. He contrived to apprife the Emperor of 
the Eaft of his helplefi fituation ; and he de- 
clared, that,.unlefs Theodofius could ipeedily 
march to his affiftance, he muft attempt to efcape 
from the palace, or rather prifon, of Vienna in 
Gaul, where he had imprudently fixed his refi- 
dence in the midft of the hoftile fadtion. But the 
hopes of relief were diftant, and doubtful ; and» 
as every day fumilhed fome i^ew provocation, 
the Emperor, without ftrength or counfel, too 
haftily reiblved to rifle an immediate conteft with 
his powerful general. He received Arbogaftes 
on the throne ; and, as the Count approached 
with ibme appearance of reQ>e3;, delivered to 
him a paper, which difmiffed him from all his 
employments. ** My authority,** replied Arbo- 
gaftes with infulting coolnefs, ^^ does not depend 
** on the fmile, or the frown, of a mimarch ;•* 
and he contemptuoufly threw the paper on the 
ground. The indignant monarch fnatched at 
the fword of one of the guards, which he Arug- 
gled to draw from its fcabbard; and it was 
not without fome degree of violence that he was 
prevented from ufing the deadly weapon againfl 

Hi« death, jjig enemy, or againft himfelf. A few days after 

Mzy'is^' this extraordinary quarrel, in which he bad ex- 
pofed his refentment and his weaknefs, the un- 
fortunate Valentinian was found ftrangled in his 
apartment ; and fome pains were employed to 

diiguife 
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di%mfe th@ maoifeft guilt of Arbogaftes, and chap. 
to {lerlii^e the world that the death of th^ ^^^^• 
ycnmg Emperor had baeti the Toluntary effect di 
his owa deipaif "^^ His body was coadui^td 
wttth (ieceat pomp to the fepulcbre of Milan ;; 
and the Archbiihop pronounced a funeral onu* 
timi to commemorate his virtue, aod bis nij£- 
forlunea ^°\ On thi» occafion^ the humanity of 
Aivbraie tempted him to mjbke a fingular breach 
in his tlieological iyflem ; and to comfort the 
weepmg fillers of Valentinian, by the firm a£> 
furanee, that their pious brother, thoogh he had 
not received the iacrament (^ baptifin, was in^ 
trodm^ed, without difficulty, into the manfions 
of eternal blifs **^. 

The pcudence of Arbogaftes had prepared! the ufurpati<m 
fucoefs of his ambifcioiiside%ia8 : and tlie provin* «f ^^g^ 
cials^ in whofe bireaft every fentim^it of patvio- "^"a.d. 
tilm or loyalty wereextinguifbed, expe3;ed, vfith 394—394. 
tame refignatio», the unknown mafter, whom 
the choice of a Frank raiigkt place on^ the Impe'- 
riid thronew: But fome' remains, oi {»ride aiui 
ptejuctice ftili oppofed the eleva4}ioQ of Aorbo^ 
gafles himfeU*; a^d the juxiEicio]a& Baobarian/ 

"^ GtwJcfrpy (Dififertat. ad Philoftofigs p. 4«9r-43«*) hu <KU^ 
gently coUe<Sted all the circumftances of the death of Valentinian II. 
The variations, and the ignorance of contemporary writers, prove 
that it wis fecret. 

'^ De Obitu Valentinian. torn. ii. p. 1173 — 1196. He is forced to 
fpeak a diicreet and obfcure language : yet he is much bolder than any 
laymen, or perhaps any other ecclefiaiHc> woqld have dared to be. 

"^ Sae cij.t. p*,ix8& c^>7S*' p»iJt^3« Dwi Chardw (Hift. det 
Sacramens, torn. i. p. 86.), who owns that St. Ambrofe moft ftr^ ; 
nuoofljc tmD$$kpsi i^iM^fpttt/abk aeeefity. of baptifin* l^J^towv.^ to re- 
concile the coDtradii^ioob. 

thought 
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CHAP 

xxviL thought it more advifiible to reign under the 
^ name of fome dependant Roman. He beftowed 
the purple on the rhetorician Eugenius *"'; whom 
be had already raifed from the place of his do- 
meftic fecretary, to the rank of mafter of the 
offices. In the courfe both of his private and 
public fervice^ the Count had always approved 
the attachment and abilities of Eugenius; his 
learning and eloquence, fupported by the gra- 
vity of his manners, recommended him to the 
efteem of the people ; and the relu6tance, with 
which he Teemed to afcend the throne, may in- 
Ipire a favourable prejudice of his virtue and 
moderation. The ambafladors of the new Em- 
peror were immediately difpatched to the court 
of Theodofius, to communicate, with affedted 
grief, the unfortunate accident of the death 
of Valentinian^ and without mentioning the 
name of Arbogaftes, to requeft that the mo- 
narch of the Eail would embrace, as his lawful 
colleague, the refpe£lable citizen, who had ob- 
tained the unanimous fuffrage of the ai*mies 
and provinces of the Weft "°. Theodofius was 
juftly provoked, that the perfidy of a Barba- 
rian fliould have deftroyed, in a moment, the 
labours, and the fruit, of his former viGtory ; 
and he was excited by the tears of his beloved 

*^ Quern fibi Germanus famulum delegerat exul, 
is the contemptuous expreflion of Claudian (iv. Conf. Hon. 74.). Eu- 
genius profefTed Chriftianity; but his fecret attachment to Paganifin 
(Sozomen, 1. vii. c. ai. Philoftorg. 1. xil c. a«) is probable m a gram- 
mariauy and would fecure the friendship of Zofimut (Liv. p.a76y. 

"" Zofimus (1. iv. p. a; 8.) mentions this etahaffy j but he is di- 
verted by another ftory from relating the eventi. 

wife. 
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^ife *", to revenge the fate of her unhappy chap. 
brother, and once more to aifert by arms the ^^VIL 
violated majefty of the throne. But as the fe- 
cond conqueil of the Weft, was a taik of diffi- 
culty and danger, he difmiiTed with fplendid 
prefents, and an ambiguous anfwer, the am- 
bafladors of Eugenius; and almoft two years 
were confumed in the preparations of the civil 
war. Before he formed any decifive refolution, Theodo- 
the pious Emperor was anxious to difcover the ^^^ p^ 

- ' pvcs tor 

will of Heaven j and as the progrefs of Chrif- war. 
tianity had filenced the oracles of Delphi and 
Dodona, he confulted an Egyptian monk, who 
po0efred, in the opinion of the age, the gift 
of miracles, and the knowledge of futurity. 
Eutropius, one of the favourite eunuchs of the 
palace of Conftantinople, embarked for Alex- 
andria, from whence he failed up the Nile as 
far as the city of Lycopolis, or of Wolves, in 
the remote province of Thebais ''*. In the 
neighbourhood of that city, and on the fummit 
of a lofty mountain, the holy John "^ had con- 
ilru6ted, with his own hands, an humble cell, in 

which 

^fMvo* Zofim. L It. p. 477. He afiterwards fays (p. 48o.)» diat Oalla 
died in childbed ; and intimates^ that the afflidtiun of her hulband was 
extreme^ but ihort. 

"' Lycopolis is the modem Suit) or Ofiot^ a town of Said) about 
the lize of St. Deny8> which drives jl profitable trade with the kingdom 
of Sennaar^ and has a very convenient fountain^ ^ cujus potii figna vir- 
<< ginitatis eripiuntur." See D'Anville^ Defcription de P£gypte> 
p. 181. Abulfeda. Defcript. JEgypt. p. 14. and the eurious Anno- 
tationsy p. 95. 92. of his editor Michaelis. 

"^ The Life of John of Lycopolis is defcribed by his two friends^ 
Rufinus (l.ii. c.i. p.449*)i and IVilUdius (Hift^ Laufiac. c.43« 

; p. 738O 
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CHAP. wl»ch hie had dwelt above fifty years, without 
^^^^^^ opening his door, without feeing the face of a 
woman, and without tailing any food that had 
been prepared by fire, or any human art. Five 
days of the week he Ipent in prayer and medi- 
tation ; but on Saturdays and iSundays he regu- 
larly opened a finall window, and gave audience 
to the crowd of fuppKants who liicceffively fPowed' 
from every part of the ChrHtian world'. The 
eunuch of Theodofius approached the window 
with refpedtftil fteps, propofed his queflrions Con- 
cerning the event of the civil war, and fbon re- 
turned with a favouwible oracle, which animated 
the courage of the Empieror by the aflurance of 
a bloody, but infiiHible vidtory "♦. The accom- 
pliihment of the predii6llion was forwardfed by all 
the mean^s that human prudence could fupply. 
The induffry of the two mafter-generds, Stilicho 
and Timafi\is, was direfited to recruit the i^um- 
bei's, and to revive the difcipline, of the Roman 
legiotts. The formidable troops of Barbarians 
marched under the enfigns^ of their national 
chieftains. The Iberiian, the Arab, and the 
6o1^, who gazed on each other with mutual 
aftonifliment, were enlifted in the iervice of 
tbe^ fiMne prince ;« and^ the ronowned- Alarie 
acquired', in the fcHool" of Theodofius, the 
knowledge o£ the act of war, which- be alber- 

p.73«.) in RbAi(^<03^s gf««t CoHeAiotl of the Vit« P«nim, Tfl- 
lemont (Meiiii Bccl«r. tom.a. p. 7181 f%6.) hats fettled the chro- 

"^ Sozomen» l.vii. c. 2a. Glattdkm (in Etrtrofr. Li. jta^) ihett* 
tionrthe eimndi'^jounief : bat he rnoft coMenpeuoHfijr dhidet the 
Egyptian drtUQi> and^the^.otele^ of the ^ikw 

I wards 
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The Sn^evQC Qf the Weft,, or, tq fpeak more His vie 
pr^^crrly, his geoieral Arbogaftes, waBi mftru6led ^^ 
hy the n»i(eondi«% aoftd mififortane of Maicitmis, a.d. 394:^/ 
how da^feroiis it might pro^ tA- e:stet]d tlie ^^^^ 
}ii^ of defc^nce Jigainft a ikilful antagomft, 
who w((3 free to: prefs, or to fufpead, to eon- 
U9(^^ or to ffitultipty^ Ms various^ ttiethods^ ef 
at|taqk"^ Arhogaftea fixed his ftation ort tfire 
foafiiiea of Italy : the troops of Theodofiu* 
tiwe pieroiitted to occupy, without reflftance, 
th^ pi^otiocea of Faxinoxiia, as far as the fbot 
<ji' the Julian Alpd ; and even the paflages of 
the mountains were negligently, or perhaps 
^irtfi^llyy abandoned, to the bold invader. He 
4e(befiided from the hiUs, and beheld, with 
f^me aftoniflimeM, the formidabie camp of the 
Oaulist and Germans, that covered with arms 
and teftts the open country, which extends 
i0 jftie, lisaUs of Aquileid^ ^nd the bafkks of 

*** TiOfkonspLU* p.9Sok Soci^tes> U yu. lo. Aim: himfdlf 
(deBell. Getico> 524.) dwells with, more complacency on his eju-ly 
•iqploils againft the R^maiH. 

• . • • Tdt Au^ihis H^bro qui tefie {ligavi. 

Yet his canity couli icarcely have proved this plurality of flying em« 
|)erors. 

^^ ClattdiM (ift>Ctjrfi Honor. 77, &c.) contrafts the roiliiary 
^lH»«f i&etwo uAarper*: 

• 4 . • Novitas audere priorem 
Suadebat ; cautumque dabant exempla fequentem 
Hicrovaqooliijiprseceps: hie ^uspr^e tijtift . 
Frovidus. Hfio fufis ;. colle<ftis-virih«^ ille. 
Hie vagus eKCurreas ; hia intra clauitira. qedudluA 
Diflimiles ; fed morte pares 

wi** V. « the 
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CHAP, the Frigidus "% or Cold River "^ This narrow 
.^^^^\ theatre of the war, circumferibed by the Alps 
and the Hadriatic^ did not allow much room 
for the operations of military Ikill ; the fpirit of 
Arbogaftes would have diidained a pardon ; his 
guilt extinguiihed the hope of a negotiation : 
and Theodolius was impatient to fktisfy his glory 
and revenge, by the chaftifement of the affaf- 
fins of Valentinian. Without weighing the na- 
tural and aitificial obftacles that oppofed his 
efforts, the Emperor of the. Eaft immediately 
attacked the fortifications of his rivals, afligned 
the poll of honourable danger to the Goths, 
and cheriihed a fecret wifh, that the bloody 
conf]i6l might jdiminilh the pride and numbers 
of the conquerors. Ten thoufand of thofe 
auxiliaries, and Bacurius, general of the Ibe^ 
rians, died bravely on the field of battle. But 
the vidlory was; not pilrchafed by their blood : 
the Gauls maintained their advantage; and 
the approach of night protedled the diforderly 
flight, or retreat, of the troops of Theodofius. 
The Emperor retired to the adjacent liills } 
where he pafled a difconfblate night, with- 
out fleep, without provifions, . and without 

"^ The Frigidus) a finally though meinorable» fiream in the country 
of Goretzy now called the Vipao, falls into the Sontiusy or Ufonzoy 
above Aquileia) fome miles from the Hadriatic* See D'Anville't 
ancient and modem mapsy and the Italia Antiqua of Cluverius 
(tom. i. p. 188.). 

"' Claudian's wit is intolerable : the (how was dyed red ; the cold 
river finoaked ; and the channel ifluft have been choaJied with carcafc% 
if the cQxrent had not been fwelled with blood. 

xo hopes f 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 83 

hopes "^ ; except that ftrong afliirance, which, c hap. 
under the moft defperate circumftances, the in- ^^^ii. 
dependent mind may derive from the contempt 
of fortune and of life. The triumph of Eugenius 
was celebrated by the infolent and diflblute joy 
of his camp ; whilft the adtive and vigilant Ar- 
bogailes fecretly detached a confiderable body of 
troops to occupy the paffes of the mountains, and 
to encompafs the rear of the Eaflern army. The 
dawn of day difcovered to the eyes of Theddofius 
the extent and the extremity of his danger : but 
his apprehenfions were foon diQ)elIed, by a 
friendly meflage from the leaders of thofe troops, 
whoexprefled their inclination to defertihe ftand- 
ard of the tyrant. The honourable and lucra- 
tive rewards, which they ftipulated as the price 
of their perfidy, were granted without hefitation ; 
and as ink and paper could not eafilybe procured, 
the Emperor fubfcribed, on his own tablets, the 
ratification of the treaty. The fpirit of his fol- 
diers was revived by this feafonable reinforce- 
ment : and they again marched, with confidence, 
to furprife the camp of a tyrant, whofe principal 
officers appeared to diftruft, either the juftice, or 
the fuccefi, of his arms. In the heat of the 
battle, a violent tempeft "°, fuch as is often felt 

among 

"' Theodoret afiBrmsy that St. John, and St. Philip» appeared to 
tke waking) or fleeping, £mperQr» on horfeback, &c. This is the firft 
infiance of apoftolic chivaby^ whkh afterwards became fo popular in 
Spain, and in the Crulades. 

'^ Te propter} gelidis Aqaik> de monte proceilis 
Obruit adverias acies ; revolutaque tela 
Vertit in auAores, et turbine reppulit haftas. 
O minium dileAe Deo, cui fundit ab antris 

o » iEolttt 
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CHAP, among the Alps, fuddenly- w^fe frosm the £afi« 
^^^ Thje army of Th^pdofiiw waa fbeMm^ by thdr 
pofition from the in^petHpfity of the wi^d, ^hicAt 
blew a cloud of duft ia t^ej^i^^ep of the eoemy^ 
difbrdered their ranks, wrefte<l their weapooA' 
froin their hands, aod diverted, or repelled^ their 
iwffeStusA ^skveUm* This accidentaJ advwti^e» 
was'&il^uUy improved ; the violence oftbe &oxta 
wsts magnified by the fiip^itknis tenroara o£ thor 
Gauls ; and they yielded wtthmit fluu»e ta th^ 
inv^bl^ pawers of H^ven^ who ftemed ta mili- 
tate on thef G^ of the piou#^ Empeior^ Hi^^vic* 
tory was. deciQve ; and the dsathsiof hfs two rivala 
«eire diftinguiil^ oaly by the.&ffisreace of tb^r 
chju^a^eirfi*^ The rb^Qri<:ian Eugenius^ wltohad 
alQK>ft acq^r^ the dommv>n of the wmid, wasr 
reduced tQ ij»{)tor« the mercy of the coequeror;. 
and tbe, wureleatuiig fistldieifs fi^parated his head 
from his h^^ as. he lay piroflrrate at the feet of 
Theodofius. ^rbpgaftes, after tbo lofr.of a bftti 
tie, in whiclpr he b^ discharged the duties o& » 
f(ddier a^ a genei^» wandered feTeraL 6asfB 
among the mountains*. But wbea he waa coi^ 
viQced that his caufe waa deQ)nale^ and his 
efcape impra6liciiblQ, theintrefNbd Barhamuii iud* 
tated the e^^B^iple of the anoimt Romans, $xuA 



iEoIus armatas hyemes ; cui militat JEthery 

£t cosprali yeniunt ad daffica Ttati. 
Theie fa^ioua lines of Claiu£an» (miiL Con£ Honor. ^3, 8tc* A. Di. 
396.) are aUsged by hit.awleiapanidM} Aiiiguftin.aiMl>Orofia»} wk» 
fupprefit the Pagan deity of JBolus ; and addibine-caQiimAftfieea froanr 
the infoiination of eye-witnefles. Witdbbf four iQpBti»jafl)er the vic- 
tory) it was compared ^y, j^jf!^^, tfi A» sijjaflubsti vidUxies of 
Mofes and Joihua. 



turned 



tuaned hfe %ord againft his own brfeaft.. The c fe[ A>. 
fate of the empire was deftetmined in a -narrow cor- J^^J^ 
iier of Italy j ^nd the legilunate fucceffor of the 
toufe 6f Valeffttihiatt feitebraced the Ardibiflidp 
^ Milan, and'gnafci^ufty reeved the fubmiffion 
t>f H;he provin'ces of the Weft. Thofe provinces 
"were involved in the guilt of rAellion ; while 
1l*te whtflefXible Courage of Ainbtofe alone had re- 
#ftefd th^ claA»s of faccefsfol ufurpatroti. With 
% rMatoiy ^eedom^ «rhich might hiave be^Q fatal 
t<)»a*iy other fubjeft, the Archbilhop rejefteA thtj 
* l^ts 6f Eiigeni«&, dedine^d his colTefpotidence, 
Mid withdrew bip^elf from Milan, to avoid the 
ddioos presence <^ a tyrant ; whofe downfal he 
^edB^efd ife difc^et «nd ftftfbigttotft; langtoge. 
l^eftieiitt)f Ainb4K)fe ^asiip^uded by the con- 
igfuefb^, Who ^curfed the atAach'itoenl '6f the peo- 
j^fe by his alliance witti Hke diuVch : and t^e 
•ele'tnetocy tf£ Thefddofius Is afcribed to the hn- 
iftiine itttetoefllwa of th^ Afchbiftop ttf Milah ^*% 

After thfe defeat of Ettgenins, thfe merit, ais Death of 
Wiffl as the aiithority, of Thebdofius, was cheerr ^^^' 
IMIyAcktebWltedgted'by aH the inhabitaVits pf thte a.d.395- 
Itoman tifoiM. The "eipeiielTce of his ^aft con- '^*"" '^• 
€*^ fettfe^it^e^d the raoft pleafing expe6lations 
'<ff fcis fittfrt-e reign ; and the age of the Empe- 
ror, which did not exceed fifty years, feemecj 
to eJ^tend t^e proipeft of the public felicity. 

'" The events of this civil war zte gafliefeS from Anibrote (torn, fi? 
fi]{>ifl,tei. ^. ibaa.), if'autinus (in Vit. Amb'rof. c. a6 — 34*)$ Auguftin 
X& tivitat. Peif y. i6.)> 'Orofius (I. vii. c. 35. ]j, Sozomen (1. vii. 
'c.'a4.>T%«fc&6rA(l. v.'c. *a4.)> ^ofiraus (l.lv- p.a8i,a8a.), Claudian 
*(& lii CbnL lHb<i.63— '165. ^" ^^ ^°"^* iHon. 70— 1x7.;^ and the 
Chronicles publiihed by Scaliger, 

03 His 
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CHAP. His death, only four months after bis vi^ry, 
^^^^' was confidered by the people as an unforefeen 
and fatal event, which deliroyed, in a moment, 
the hopes of the riling generation. But the 
indulgence of eafe and luxury had fecretly 
nouriihed the principles of difeafe"*. The 
flrength of Theodofius ^was unable to fupport 
the fudden and violent tranfition from tbe pa- 
lace to the camp ; and the increafing fymptoicas 
of a dropfy announced the fpeedy diflblution 
of the Emperor. The opinion, and perhaps 
the intereft, of the public had confirmed the di<* 
vifion of the Eaftem and Weftern empires ; and 
the two royal youths, Arcadius and Honorius, 
who had already obtained, from the tenderneis 
of their father, the title of Auguftus, were- de- 
flined to fill the thrones of Conftantinople and 
of Rome. Thofe princes were not permitted 
to fhare the danger and glory of the civil 
war"^; but as foon as Theodofius had tri- 
umphed over his unworthy rivals, he, called his 
younger fon, Honorius, to enjoy th6 fruits <rf 
the vi6tory, and to receive the fceptre of the 
Weft from the hands of his dying father. The 
arrival of Honorius at Milan was welcomed by a 
Iplendid exhibition of the games of the Circus j 

*" Thii difeafe} afcribed by Socrates (1. v. c. a6.) to the fatigues 
of war» is reprefented by Philoflorgtus (L xi. c %•) as the efi^ of 
(loth and intemperance ; for which Fhotius calls him an impudent liar 
(Godefroy, Diffcrt, p. 43?.). 

"^ Zofimus fuppofesf that the boy Honorius accompanied his father ^ 
(l.iy. p. a8o.)* Yet the quanto flagrabant pe^ora voto, is all thaut "^^ 

flattery would allow to a contemporary poet ; ^o clearly defcribes 
the Emperor's refufal, and the journey of Honoriusi after the vidtory 
(Claudian in iii Conf. 78 — X25*)* 

and 
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and the Emperor, though he was oppreffed by CHAP, 
the weight of his diforder, contributed by his .^^^^^ 
prefence to the public joy. But the remains 
of his ftrength were exhaufted by the painful 
effort, which he made, to affiflat the fpedtacles 
of the morning. Honorius fupplied, during the 
reft of the day, the place of his father; and 
the great Theodofius expired in the enfuing 
night. Notwithftanding the recent animofi- 
ties of a civil war, his death was univerfally 
lamented. The Barbarians, whom he had van- 
quiifaed, and the churchmen, by whom he had 
been fubdued, celebrated, with loud and fin- 
cere applaufe, the qualities of the deceafed 
Emperor, which appeared the moft valuable in 
their eyes. The Romans were terrified by the 
impending dangers of a feeble and divided ad- 
miniftration ; and every diigraceful moment of 
the unfortunate reigns of Arcadius and Honorius 
revived the memory of their irreparable lofe. 

In the faithful pi6ture of the virtues of Theo- comiptioa 
dofius^ his imperfections have not been diflem- cf the 
bled; the aft of cruelty, and the habits of .in- *^"* 
dolence, which tarnifiied the glory of one of the 
greatefi^ of the Roman princes. An hifi^orian, 
perpetually adverfe to the fame of Theodofius^ 
has exaggerated his vices, and their pernicious 
effects ; he boldly aflerts, that every rank of 
fubjefts imitated the efieminate manners of their 
fovereign ; that every fpecies of corruption pol- 
luted the courfe of public and private life ;. and 
that the feeble reftraints of order and dei^ency 
wei^ infufficient to refill the progreis of that 

a 4 dege- 
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c H A 1?. (kgeftcffate fpirtt^ whith facrifice^ idtkWit 4 
^^^^^ Uufli^ the coilfideraticjria of duty and itilbereft to 
the baft irtdulgtnce of floth and appetite '^^ 
The complaints of contemporarj wrilcrs, v^rho 
deplore the incr eafe of luxury, awd depravatieiii 
of flfieobecs, are cotnmimly ei&preffive of dieir 
peculiar teiHiper and fitUatioA. There am few 
obferVers, li^ho pojSf fs a dear and codapreheii)- 
fivfe yi«w of the revolutions of fociety ; and Who 
jarfe Capable of difeoveruig the nice and fecKt 
fpringb of afbkrn, which imp^, in the ikmts vmir 
forib dire^hMj the bliM atid cHpri^ioUa ^oil 
fiojst^ bf a ikiuiilitilde of individuals. If it tan be 
aiBlrmed^ with any degree nf truths that the 
iukU'i^y of the Romatii was more fliameleis ani} 
diflblute in the reign of Thebdofiu^ than in tfaB 
a^ of ConRantine^ perhaps, or of AuguftoB, |be 
iteration oannot be Ibfcribed to apy btanifiQial 
impix»YeM^ntSy which had gradu^ly inx^rea&d 
jthe fto(:k df national riches. A long period of 
oahimity or decay muft have thec^k^d the in- 
duftl*y> and dimtniihed the wealth, of (he p^Of 
pie; and their p^ofufe luxury muft haVe been 
the refult 6f that indolent de^air, wbi<)h en-^ 
joy« the pre&nt hour, and declineB the thtwgkCa 
of futurity. The uncertain Condition of tbeiv 
pmperty difcouraged the fubje^A of Theoilo* 
fius from ^ng^ii^ in thofe ufeful and iab^ou^ 
undertakings which require an itfkimAkke ex* 
pence, and pfoAoife a flow and diftant advani> 
ta^. The frequent exanftple^ of rain and dielbk 
lation tempted them not to f^ttte the i^emi»in» ^ 

^ Zofimus, 1, iy. p. S44* 

a patri* 
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H pMutiaiOfiy^ ^ich hiight, every htmt^ b** C H A P* 
come tfee prey of the fHpncicMh Ooth. AaA thb ^^^ ^j . 
T&9A pr4>d%a|ily whibh pkreVaik in the conftifion 
of « fiiipwteck, ^r a^iiege^ ma^ ferve ta ^x()kiii 
%ht ^rogr&C% <>f luxury amidft the 'misfbrtisbes 
auad terrors of a finking nMibn^ 

The effemioate luK.«ry^ wilioh itife&ed the Theinfan- 
ntailii^ of bourts aitd cilies, h«ad inftilied a fe* ^*^^ 
4:ret and deilru<6live poifbn into the oanlps of llie armour. 
legione : bnd their degefoerady has been n^irked 
hy the pen of a military writeb, who bad bcca*' 
fnlt^y ttudi&A the ^enuifte and ancient printifdeft 
of Roman difcipline. It is the juft and impdrtatit 
obfervation of Vegetius, that the infantry was 
invariably covered with defettfive arttwyuf , from 
th6 ^undation of the city^ to ihe reign of the 
Emperor Gratian. ^he relaxation of difcipline, 
and the difufe of exercife, rendered the foldiers 
Jiefs able, and.lefs willing, to fupport the fatigues 
of the fervice ; they complained of the weight of 
the armour, which they feldom wore ; and they 
fucceffively obtained the permifiion of laying 
afide both their cuirafies and their helmets. The 
heavy weapons of their anceftors, the (hort fword, 
and the formidable jpi/i/m, which had fubdued the 
world, infenfibly dropped from their feeble hands. 
As the ufe of Jthe fhield is incompatible with that 
of the bow, they relu6lantly marched into the 
field ; condemned to fuffer, either the pain of 
wounds, or the ignominy of flight, and always 
difpofed to prefer the more fiiameful alternative. 
The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and the 
Alani^ had felt the benefits, and adopted the ufe, 

of 
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CHAP, of desfenfive armour : and, as they excelled in 
'*^^"* the management of miffile weapons, they eafily 
overwhelmed the naked and trembling legions^ 
whofe heads and breads were expofed, without 
defence, to the arrows of the Barbarians. The 
lofs of armies, the deftru6tion of cities, and the 
diflionour of the Roman name, ineffe6i:ually foli- 
cited the fucceflbrs of Gratian to reftore the hel- 
mets and cuiraiTes of the infantry. The ener* 
vated foldiers abandoned their own, and the pub- 
lic, defence ; and their pufillanimous indolence 
maybe coniidered as the immediate caufeof 
the downfal of the empire "*. 

"' Vegetius» de Re Afilitari, Li. c lo. The ieries of calamities^ 

which he markS) compel us to believe> that the HtrOf to whom he 
dedicates his book^ is the laft and moft inglorious of the Valentiaiant* 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 

Final DeflniSHcm qfPaganiJm. — IntroduBion of ^ 
the W(yrjhip of SaintSy and Relics^ among the 
Chri/Hans, 

nnHE ruin of Paganifm, in the age of Theo- chap. 
doiQus, is perhaps the only example of the xxvm. 
total extirpation of any ancient and popular fii- The de. 
perdition ; and may therefore deferve to be con* ^^nrf 
iidered, as a Angular event in the hiftory of the rdigion, 
human mind. TheChriftians, more eipecially the ^i> 37» 
clergy, had impatiently fupported the prudentde- '^^'^' 
lays of Conftantine, and the equal toleration of 
the elder Valentinian ; nor could they deem their 
conqueft perfe£t or fecure, as long as their ad- 
verfaries were permitted to exifl. The influence, 
which Ambrofe and his brethren had acquired 
over the youth of Gratian, and the piety of 
Theodofius, was employed to infuie the maxims 
of perfecution into the breafts of their Imperial 
profelytes. Two fpecious principles of religious 
jurifprudence were eftabliibed, from whence they 
deduced a direct and rigorous conclufion, againft 
the fubje£ts of the empire, who flill adhered to 
the ceremonies of their ancefl;ors: that die 
magiflrate is, in fome meafure, guilty of the 
crimes which he neglects to prohibit, or to 
punifh; and, that the idolatrous worfhip of fa- 
bulous deities, and real dsemons, is the moil 
abominable crime againfl the fupreme majefty of 

the 
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CHAP, the vCreator. The laws of Mofes, and the 
^^^^™' examples of JTewifh hiftory ', were haftily, per- 
haps erroneoufly, applied, by the clergy, to the 
mild and univeVTal neign of ^rittianity *. The 
desA <^ tl^ ^mperc^s wa$ exctt^ to v&idica^e 
tlleir own hoiltod^, and thht K>f th& Deity : and 
the temples of the Ron^an world were ftib\'€*ted, 
about fixty years after the converljon of Con- 
^a»!irtine, 
Sttte <* FiV«ii the agie ^f Nviifta^, Vb Ihfe tti^ of Gra- 
!llS^ tiani, thie Rbmans prefeiwd th^ itegtilj* fu«6tf. 
Son of dre &fi^ai <»lkge6 ^ tliie &cf^rd'dtal 
orders Kfteeii Pontiffs exwoifed th^^i- ib- 
fttm^ jur£fdii£lioti over iatl things, mfd pet^kfti^^ 
<irat wfere conlfecmted to th^ vfemce <of the gods ^ 
tod the viaribUB Hp»eftidhB y^hidta {li^p^t^tialty d»^ 
in a l0ofe bnd tradittXMmry ty^m^s W^e fi^Mnt^^ 
«o the judgmeiit of their hbly triWMi ' fifteen 
grave a^d Itearned Ai7^i!rftf$ o/blferved "A^'fkc^ ^f 
tbebMTehs^^atid pl^fdrib^ t)h<e a^^ti^df h@»^M, 
tec^ftlingto thte flight 6fVi^d^ ^Mitett ^&p'm 
ef tim SybiiU^ite boc^ (itbeir f^vv^ ^ ^\*. 

> St» l4m«l-ofe (ten^ it. ide Obit. TficoM*. p.zi^oSv) 'Mj«v% 
^ufes and recommenAs the zeal of Joii^ m the deftru^ion o^ idoUtiy. 
W fenfetrafefe 'd[ JttHWs KrtriJWii ttatA^irt dh tke iktttfe ivl^k t* 
Ihpie ^ofom Rdigb p.'^^^*. ^ed^ Omuov;) 4b .^loftflifr «bihifittiih. 
Nee filib jiibet (the Mofaic Law) parcii nee fratri^ et j^tr amatnn c<m- 
JfiWtti ghditrth Vftidice'tti ddcit, &c. ' ' 

^ B4ie<^om;ik (k.4e»6» ifl ht< ^Mniftffhtat^ PhSI^f^^U^e) J4t- 
tifiesj and Umitsy thefe intolerant laws by the temporal re^n of Jehovah 
UvfertheJe^. 'rte attiempt is Taudible. 

3 S(j^ thfe xhAaSs bf ms Ro^aA %^iUircfJt in Ck^rd ^(de 1^.^^, 
iL^4^.)> Liyy\(i. 2o.)» Dionyfits B^rlicfcniail^fis (K ii. p. I'^^z^^. 
e£:t. Hiidfdn]^ Beaufort (Republique Romaine» torn. i. p* i^oo.\ aijd 
ilB&fk (i^up. lo^ss}- Thb laHtU tbb #^k ti^ ^ifh ml^,ifo 
%eU A of a Roi»tt«9li4Guc|p* 
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ii^i^MMvvfi^ yf^ ^^\ei §e0m thwr numbn) e » a R^ 
bccafion^lly coi?(W.te4 tlie, hift^ry of fature» aftd ^™^*^ 
as it il;ioul4 feem, of contingent^ events^ Six 
t^fislTAiiS devpti^d tbeir yyiSgimty to, ilm guards 
of t.h& fi^cFQd. fife,, and of tb^ imkosown pledgei 
of thQ 4(]ffatvm ^ ^ome ; . wbiieh no laort;^ liaci 
been fuSkred t^ behold wiA^ imjNAidA^ ^ Seiveift 
EpuLo^ pv^p^rcd the taUf oS th^: gods^ eoift^ 
(}u£ted t^ folen>n procf^n, and regiriated 
Ih^ cQireinonAes oC th^^ ^nmiftl feftivak The 
tki;ee Fx^^j^fiNs of JupK^r,^ of Mars^ and o£ 
OwJirinuso, wei;e eosUMeied as l^e. f^culiair mik 
rbifters oj^ tl^ three moft. ^^y^rfuL deities^ iduii 
\s^^bi«d oyer tb$ i^ of R^ns^.aod 9i[* tht^ 
uaive;rfe^ The Kmo ef ^be SAcsuiriGet. repre*. 
feut^d the peipfen of NuAia>. ami ^ hia iucctf* 
fincs^ in the f eligiou^ fixn&iQm^ f/hidk could her^ 
perfoi;med only by royal ha<»d0« Thfi gdnfirao^ 
t^rnities of tl2^ Sal^ans^ the LK;irBR0AL8^ tat^y 
pra^iied fuch rkeii a$ might ejstort a fmil6/ 
of Goijitaiaiiplt itqjj^ WQKy rQftfonahte nuwi, via^h 
a, lively confid^iice oif ^ecommet^ding tkenfelvea 
to the favour of the imniofftal g^su The aiiv 
tbority,. which the B«pm9H piieifts' hud fovmei^ly 
pbtaiijied m the cow>fe^9: of the repubHo, waft 
gi^aduaMy abpliihed by the eftabUAiment) of mo^ 
x^chy,. and the reoiavai of tk« feat of em^ 

« Thefe myitic) za^ perhaps imagjuury, fyuabpU h^vveefveQ Inrjt^it t^ 
-vfltious fabl^oaand conjedturtift. It feems probable, that Uie Palladium 
was a fmall ftatue (three cubits and a half high) of Minerva> with a 
kiMce and difiaff ; that it was ufbaily tndofed in z/erioy or batref ;. an(| 
tkatm (uaifar barrel wa^ placed by it$ fide, to dlfconcert curipfity^ or 
iaaslftge. 9^.Mezmae(Goikuxieiit« fur les Epitres d'Ovide, tonui. 
. p* to--t66.)» aad Lipft)i» (te»i ilk p. 67o* de rtftky &of^ c. ics). 

pirer 
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CHAP. pire. But the dignity of their facred character 
^°^^^^°^ was ftill protedted by the laws and manners 
of their country; and they ftill continued, 
more efpecially the college of pontiffii, to exer- 
cife in the capital, and fometimes in the pro- 
vinces, the rights of their ecclefiafticai and 
civil jurifdidtion. Their robes of purple, cha- 
riots of ftate, and fumptuous entertainments, 
attra3:ed the admiration of the people ; and 
they received from the confecrated lands, and 
the public revenue, an ample ftipend, which 
liberally fupported the fplendour of the prieft- 
hood, and all the expences of the religious 
worlhip of the ftate. As the fervice of the 
altar was not incompatible with the com- 
mand of armies, the Romans, after their con- 
fulfliips and triumphs, afpired to the place of 
pontiff, or of augur ; the feats of ^ Cicero and 
Pompey were filled, in the fourth century, by the 
moft illuftrious members of the fenate ; and the 
dignity of their birth refle6ted additional fplen- 
dour on their facerdotal character. The fifteen 
priefts, who compofed the a>llege of pontif&y 
enjoyed a more diftinguiflied rank as the compa- 
nions of their fovereign ; and the Chriftian em- 
perors condefcended to accept the robe and eo- 
figns, which were appropriated to the office of 
fupreme pontiff. But when Gratian afcended the 
throne, more fcrupulous, or more enlightened,. 

' Cicero frankly (ad Atticum, Lii. £pift.5.)y or indireaiy (ad 
Familiar. L xv. EpifL 4-)> confefles, that the Augurate i» the fupreme> 
objedl of his wifhes. Pliny is proud to tread in the footiieps of Cicero 
(L iv. Epift. 8.> and thff chaia of tradition might be continued from 
kifiory, and marbles. 

he 
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he ftemly rejected thofe profane fymbols**; ap- C H A P. 
plied to the fervice of the (late, or of the ^^"'* 
church, the revenues of the priefts arid veftals j 
abolifhed their honours anil imniunities ; and 
diffolved the ancient fabric of Roman fuper« 
llition, which was fupported by the opinions, 
and habits, of eleven hundred years. Pagan- 
ifm was ftill the conftitutional religion of the 
fenate. The hall, or temple, in which they 
aflembled, was adorned by the flatue and 
altar of Victory ^ : a majeftic female Handing 
on a globe, with flowing garments, expanded 
wings, and a crown of laurel in her^out-ftretched 
hand ^ The fenators were fworn on the altar 
of the goddefi, to obferve the laws of the em^ 
peror and of the empire ; and a folemn offer- 
ing of wine and incenfe was the ordinary pre- 
lude of their public deliberations ^ The re- 
moval of this ancient monument was the only 
injury which Conftantius had offered to the fu- 
peritition of the Romans. The altar of Viftory 
was again reftored by Julian, tolerated by Va- 
lentinian, and once more banilhed from the fe- 
nate by the zeal of Gratian '^ But the Emperor 

^ XoSxaasy L iv. p. 9499 250. I have fupprelTed the foolUh pun 
about Pontifix atid Maximus* 

7 This&itue was tranfported from Tarentum to Rome^ placed in 
the Curia Julia by Caelary and decorated by Auguffais with the fpoilc 
of Egypt* 

* Prudentiut (L iii in initio) has drawn a very awkward portrait of 
Vidlory ; but the curious reader will obtain more fatisfa^on from 
Montfaucon's Antiquities (torn. L p. 34 1*)* 

' See Suetonius (in Auguft. c* 35.]^ and the Exordium of Fliny^ 
Panegyric. 

*'' Thefe fadU are mtttuaUy allowed by the two advocatesy Sym* 
machus and Attbrofe* 

yet 



06 TUP Ji^WNl; AN0 fAI,t 

« aA P^ y^ ^por^tlM fl»t«w of ^be g«4fk ^WoH tfertf 

^^i^^^ €t3^p<4kd.t.9 tUi puUic vwer^tii^n ? four feuridred 

aqd twepty^four te^^j^los, or cb^p^Is^ fliU r€s» 

VM^ned to fati^y thQ> devotion of the people ; 

^mj in ev^jcy qqart§r o^ Roioe the delieacy of 

the CfariiUans vm QfQodf d by the fum^s of 

idolatrous faerifice '% 

t>etition of l^v^t, tb^ ChFifti,^n$ foTfted the ieail nuixiercAia 

for A^'^ party ka, the fenate of Hiome '^ j a»d it was only 

altar of by their aKen4;0, tbat tbey cqu^ exprefs tb^ii 

a'd^s ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ leg^4, tbovigb profewe, aSs of tf 

F9g9'i^ fi^jOfity^ In tbat ailbmbly tb^ dying 

a^l^^^^fyQedmn SMefe> for a moment, rovived 

9^4 ii>fl<iiiBed by the breath of fasaticifin. Four 

refpe^abjk deputatJk)n9 wep6 fucc^vely voted to 

tbe Imperiak court ^, to repcefecit the girievaneef 

o£ the prjrefthood and the fenate ; and to folicit 

the reijloration of the altar of Viftory. The 

QOttdi^S? oi tbi$)i^|M3«tant bofinefs was entr«fted 

to the eloqi^nt S!)fQKUBa€hu&'% a worthy aod 

nobie 

" The Notitia Xfrbisy raiora recent thaa ConIl4ntine, does iiot ^4 
•ne'ehriftian church worthy to be named among the edifices of tht 
<^» Aini)ix>ie (t«na,.u. BpiiLxviL p..8»^.) deplore the puM^ 
fcajidals of Rome> which continually offended the eyes^ the ears^ and 
the nofh-ils of the faithfuj. 

*' Ambrofe repeatedly affirms^ in contradi<5Uon to common f&a^ 
(Mcjyle's Work%j vqI. ii. p.?47»V ^^^ Chriflinis ha4 a,i»^rity 
\% thp fc^t«. 

'^ lilitfrft (A. D. 3Sa.) to Gratian, who refufed them apdienci^ 
V^ y^^(A»P-3W/tP y^patiwapt wi«n. the ieW was difputed 
\:^ SysuiMAhus and, An)|»»»<^ The t0rA (A.B. aiSS.) to Thcodb.. 
fius ; and xht fourth {A% D. J9l».) to VftlestiaiEm*: JLasckifiD (JIfealdMii 
Tei^oai^ ir(]|L i^ j^ 3?4-^3990 4iilily Qepr«fent& ^e whole 
tranfadlion. 

'«' S|msMqltts>, ^Riibi» wM inmAsdwttb att thef^ctv^ and ^erdotal 
]u>aottr89 reprefented the Emperor under the ^o cttttfniAlBff <fi FmHftik 

Maximus% 
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noble fenator, >*ho united the facred charadlers chap. 

xxvni 
of pontiff and augur, with the civil dignities of 

proconful of Africa, and pra^fedt of the city. 
The bread of Symmachus was animated by the 
Warmeft zeal for the caufe of expiring Paganifm ; 
and his religious antagonifts lamented the abufe 
of his genius, and the inefficacy of his moral vir- 
tues ^\ The orator, whofe petition is extant to 
the Emperor Valentinian, was confcious of the 
difficulty and danger of the office which he had 
aflumed. He cautioufly avoids every topic which 
might appear to refleft on the religion 6f his fove- 
reign ; humbly declares, that prayers and entrea- 
ties are his only arms ; and artfully draws his 
arguments from the fchools of rhetoric, rather 
than from thofe of philofophy. Symmachus en- 
deavours to feduce the imagination of a young 
prince, by difplaying the attributes of the god- 
defs of Victory ; he infinuates, that the confif- 
cation of the revenues, which were confecrated 
to the fervice oif the gods, was a meafure un- 
worthy of his liberal and difinterefted charafter ; 
and he maintains, that the Roman facri^ices 
would be deprived of their force and energy, if 
they were no longer celebrated at the.expence, 
as well as in the name, of ttie republic. Even 
fcepticifm is made to fupply an apology for 
iuperilition. The great and incomprehenfible 

Maximusy and Pr'mceps Senatits. See the proud infciiption at the 
headof his workt* 

'^ As if any one^ fays Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 6^9. )> ihould 
dig in the mud with an inlbument of gold and ivory. Even fidnts^ 
and pdendc iaintsi treat this ^dveiiary with t^BfjgiSi txtA ciirility. 

voik.v. n fecret 
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CH ii.v.fecret of the univerfe eludes the enquiry of mail*r^ 
Where reafon cannot inftrudl, cuftom may be 
permitted to guide ; and every nation feems ta 
confult the di6bates of prudence, by a faithful 
attachment to thofe rights, and opinions, which 
have received the fan^tion of ages. If thofe ages 
have been crowned with glory and profperity, if 
the devoufe people have frequently obtained the 
bleffkigs which they have folicited at the altar* 
of the gods, it muft appear ftill more advifable ta 
periifl in the fame &lutary pradfcice ; and not ta 
riik the unknown perils that may attend any rafb 
innovations. The teft of antiquity and fuccefs 
was applied with liBgular advantage to the reli- 
gion ef Numa; and Rome herfelf, the'caeleftial 
genius that prefided over the fates of the city, ii» 
introduced by the oratca: to plead her own caufe 
before the tribunal of the Emperors. " Mod 
" excellent princes,*' fays the venerable -matron^ 
^* fathers of your country ! pity and refpefil my 
" age, which has hitherto flowed in an uninter- 
^ rupted courfe of piety. Since I do notrepenty 
"permit me to continue in the practice of my 
" ancient rites. Since I am boin free, allow me 
" to enjoy my dcRneftic inftitutions. This reli- 
," gion hks' reduced the world under my laws.. 
^^ Thefe rites have' repelled Hannibal from the 
** city, and the Gauls from the capitol. Were 
" my grey heirs referved for fuch intolerable 
^* di%race ? I am ignorant of the new iyftem^. 
" that I am required to adopt; but I ani well 
" aflured', that the corre6lioh ; of old age is 
" always an ungrateful and- ignominious of- 

%i ^^fice/"^ 
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^\ fice ^V* The fears of the people fupplied chap. 
what the difcretion of the orator had fup- ^^^\ 
prefled j and the calamities, which afflifted, or 
threatened, the declining empire, were unani- 
moufly ihiputed, by the Pagans, to the new 
religion of Chrift and of Conftantine. 

But the hopes of Symmachus were repeatedly Converfion 
baffled by the firm and dexterous oppofition of ^^^"Igg^ 
the Archbifhop of Milan ; who fortified the Em- &c. 
perors againfl the fallacious eloquence of .the ad- 
vocate of Rome. In this controverfy, Ambrofe 
condefcends to fpeak the language of a philofo- 
pher, and to aflc, with fome contempt, why it 
fhould be thought neceflary to introduce an ima- 
ginary and invifible power^ as the caufe of thofe 
vi6lories which were fufficiently explained by the 
valour and difcipline of the legions- He juftly 
derides the abfurd reverence for antiquity, which 
could only tend to difcourage the improvements 
of art, and to replunge the human race into their 
original barbarifm. From thence gradually rif- 
ing to a more lofty and theological tone, he pro- 
nounces, that Chriftianity alone is the do£lrine 
of truth and falvation ; and that every mode of 
Polytheifm condu6ls its deluded votaries, through 
the paths of error, to the abyfs of eternal perdi- 

,'* See the fifty-fourth Epiftle of the tenth book of Symmachus. In 
the form and difpofitiou of his ten books of Epiftles, he imitated the 
younger Pliny ; whofe rich and florid ftyle he was fuppofed, by his 
friends, to equal or excel (Macrob. Satumal. 1, v, c. i.). But the 
luxuriancy of Symmachus confift^ of barren leaves, without fruits, 
and even without flowers. Few facSs, and few fentiraents, cap be 
«Ktra<fted from his verbofe correfpondence. 

11 2 tion» 

683469A 



,oo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, tion *^ Arguments like thefe, when they werfe 
xxvni. fuggefted by a favourite biihop, had power to 
prevent the reftoration of the altar of Viftory ; 
but the fame arguments fell, with much more 
energy and effe£t, from the mouth of a con- 
queror ; and the gods of antiquity were dragged 
in triumph at the chariot- wheels of Theodofius''. 
In a full meeting of the fenate, the Emperor pro* 
pofed, according to the forms of the republic, 
the important queftion. Whether the worfliip of 
Jupiter, or that of Chrift, ihould be the religion 
of the Romans? The liberty of fuffrages, which 
he affe6led to allow, was deftroyed by the hopes 
and fears that his prefence infpired ; and the bx* 
bitrary exile of Symmachus was a recent admo- 
nition, that it might be dangerous to oppofe the 
wiflies of the monarch. On a regular divifion 
of the fenate, Jupiter was condemned and de- 
graded by the fenfe of a very large majority; and 
it is rather furprifing, that any members (hould be 
fouiid bold enough to declare, by their fpeeches 



*7 See Ambrofe (torn. ii. £pift.xvii. xviii. p, 815 — 833.). The 
former of thefe epiftles Is a (hort caution ; the latter is a fornial reply 
to the petition or libel of Symmachus. The fame ideas are more co- ' 
pioufly exprefled in the poetry^ if it may deferve that name, of Pruden* 
tius ; who compofed his two books againft Symmachus (A. D. 404.) 
while that fenator was ftill alive. It is whimfical enough^ that Mon« 
*tefquieu (Confiderationsy &c. c.xix. tom. iii. p. 487.) ihould overlook 
the two profeiTed antagonifls of Symmachus ; and amufe himfeif with 
defcanting on the more remote and indiredl confutations of OroGus^ 
St. Auguftin^ and Salvian. 

/^ See Prudentius (in Symmach. 1. i. 5459 &c.). The ChrifUaa 
agrees with the Pagan Zoiimus^ (1. iv. p. a83.)y in placing this vifijt of 
Theodoiius after the fecond civil war> gemini bis viAor csede Tyranni 
(1. i. 410.) But the time and circumfiancet are better fuited to his 
iirft triumph* 

and 
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and votes, that they were ftill attached to the C H a p. 
intereft of an abdicated deity *^. The hafty con* 
verfion of the fenate rauft be attributed, either to 
fupernatural or to fordid motives ; and many of 
thefe relLi6lant profelytes betrayed, on every fa- 
vourable occaiion, their fecret difpofition to 
throw afide the maik of odious diffimulation. But 
they were gradually fixed in the new religion, as 
the caufe of the ancient became more hopelefs ; 
they yielded to the authority of the Emperor, to 
the fafliion of the times, and to the entreaties of 
their wives and children ", who were inftigated 
and governed by the clergy of Rome and the 
monks of the Eaft. The edifying example of the 
Anician family was foon imitated by the reft of 
the nobility: the Baffi, the PauUini, the Gracchi, 
embraced the Chriftian religion ; and " the lu- 
^^ minaries of the world, the venerable aflembly 
•* of Catos (fuch are the high-flown expreflions 
" of Prudentius), were impatient to ftrip them* 
^^ felves of their pontifical garment ; to caft the 
^« ikin of the (Ad ferpent ; to aiTume the fiiowy 

*9 Prudentius, after proving that the fenfe of the fenate is declared 
by a legal majority, prdccedi to<ay (609, &c.> 

Adfpice qsaan pleno fubfelUa noftra Sieiutii 

Decemant infame Jovis pnlvinv, et omne 

Idolium longe pu^ata ab ufbe fugandum. 

Qmiiocait egrcgti fcntentia iViiicipis, iUuc 

libera* cum peidibtss* turn corde, frequentia tranfit. 
Zpfimus afcribes to the cotifcript fathers an hcatheaiih courage, whkh 
few of them am found to peSkSt. 

^ Jerom fpecifies the Pontiff Albinus, who was furrounded with, 
fuch a believing family of children and grand-children, as would have 
beenfufficient to convert evett Jupiter hinifelf j an extraordinary pro-i 
l^lyte ! (!ofn. i. ad LselsHR; p. 540- 

H. ^ " robeS^^ 
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CHAP. « robes of baptifmal innocence ; and to humble 
• " the pride of theconfular fafces before the tombs 
" of the martyrs^'/' The citizens, who fubfifted 
by their own induftry, and the populace, who 
were fupported by the public liberality, filled the 
churches of the Lateran, and Vatican, with an 
inceflant throng of devout profelytes. The de- 
crees of the fenate, which profcribed the worfhip 
of idols, were ratified by the general confent of 
the Romans ^* : the fplendour of the capitol was 
defaced, and the folitary temples were abandoned 
to ruin and contempt ^^ Rome fubmitted to the 
yoke of the Gofpel ; and the vanquifhed pro- 
vinces had not yet loft their reverence for 'the 
name and authority of Rome. 
Deftruc. The filial piety of the Emperors themfelves en^ 
tem°iMb S^g®^ *^^"^ *^ proceed, with f6me caution and 
the pro- tendernefs, in the reformation of the eternal city. 
aTiT' 8 Thofe abfolate monarchs a6led with lefs regard 
^c. ' to the prejudices of the provincials. The pious 
labour which had been fufpended near twenty 
vears fince the death of Conftantius*% was 

vijgoroufly 

" Exultare Patres videas, pulchemma mundi 
Lumina ; Cohciliumque feniiii[i gefiire Catonuin 
Candidiore toga niveum pietatis ainid^iim 
Suniere ; et exuvias deponere pontificales. 
The fancy of Prudentius is warmed and elevated by vi<^ory* 

"^ Prudentius, after he has defcribed the converfion of the fenate and 
people, alks, with fome truth and confidence* 

£t dubitamus adhuc Romani) tibi^. Chrifie^ dicatam v 

In leges translfle tuas ? 
^ Jerom exults in the defolation of the capitol) and the other tem- 
ples of Rome (torn. i. p. 54. torn. ii. p. 9^.). ' 

'♦ Libanius (Orat. pro Templis, p. 10. Genqy, 1634. publilhcd by 

^ames Gojiefro)', and now extremely fcarce) accufes Valentinian and 

' Valen$ 
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^igoroufly refumed, and finally accompUflied, chaf, 
*y the zeal of Theodofius. Whilft that warlike j^^ 
prince yet ftruggledNwith the Goths, not for the 
glory, but for the fafety, of the republic; he 
ventured to offend a conliderable party of his fub- 
je6ls, by fome a6ls which might perhaps fecure 
the prote6lion of Heaven, but which muft feem 
rafli and unfeafonable in the eye of human pru- 
dence. The fuccefs of his firft experiments 
againil the Pagans, encouraged the pious Empe- 
ror to reiterate and enforce his edidls of profcrip- 
tion : the fame laws which had been originally 
publifhed in the provinces of the Eaft, were ap- 
plied, after the defeat of Maximus, to the whole 
extent of the Weftern empire.^ and every viftory 
of the orthodox Theodofius contributed to the 
triumph of the Chriftian and Catholic faitb *% 
He attacked fuperftition in her mod vital part^ 
by prohibiting the ufe of facrifices, which he de- 
clared to be criminal as well as infamous ; and if 
the terms of his edicts more llriflly condemned 
the impious curiofity which examined the en- 
trails of the vi6lims*% every fubfequent expla- . 
nation tended to involve^ in the fame guilt, the 



Valens (^ prohibiting faoifices. {Some paitUI order may have beea 
i^ued by the Eaftcrn emperor ; .but ^e idea of any general law is coi»- 
tradi6led by the filence of the Code, a^d the evidence of pcclefiaftica] 



'* Sec his laws in the Theodofian Code^ 1. xyi. tit. x. leg. 7— ir. 

^ Homer's facrifices are not accompanied with any inquifition of 
entrails (fee Feithius» A^^tiquitat. Homer. 1. i. c. lo. 16.).. The Tu& 
cansy who produced the £rft Harufpices^ fubdued both th^ Creeks an4 

e Romans (Cicero de Divinatione, ii. 23 )• 



t 
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CHAP, general pra6lice of immolation^ which effentially 
^^^ conftituted the reh'gion of the Pagans. As the 
temples had been erected for the purpofe of fa* 
crifice, it was the duty of a benevolent prince to 
remove from his fubje£ts the dangerous temp-* 
tation, of offending againil the laws which he 
had enadled. A fpecial commiilion was granted 
to Cynegius, the Praetorian preefe^ of the Eaft, 
and afterwards to the Counts Jovius and Gau- 
dentius, two officers of diftinguifhed rank in the 
Weft ; by which they were difefted to fliut the 
temples, to feiie or deftroy the inftruments of 
idolatry, to abolifh the privileges of the priefts, 
and to coufifcate the confecrated property for 
the benefit of the Emperor, of the church, or of 
the army*^ Here the defolation might have 
ftopped : and the naked edifices, which were no 
longer employed in thefervice of idolatry, might 
have been prote6led from the deftru6live rage of 
£inaticifm. Many of thofe temples were the moft 
jl^lendid and beautiful monuments of Grecian 
architecture : and the Emperor himfelf was in^ 
terefled not to deface the fplendour of his ow» 
cities, or to diminiih the value of his own poflef* 
fions* Thofe ftately edifices might be fuffered to 
lemain, as fo many laiTmg trophies of the vidtory 
of Chrift. In the decline of the arts, they might 
be ufefuUy converted into magazines, manufac- 



^ Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 245« *49- Theodoret, 1. v. c, ai. Idatius in 
Chron. Pirofper. Aqukan. LiiL c. 3S. apud BaroBiuiB» AonaUEcclef. 
A. D. 389. No. 5a« Libamus (pro Templis^ p^ 10.) Ubours to pKoye> 
l^at the commands of Theodofius wera not dtrad and poiitive. 
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tures, or places of public afiemblj : and pef bapa^ c H A p^ 
when the walls of the temple had been fuffi- ^^^^^ 
ciently purified by holy rites, the worflaip of tba 
true Deity might be allowed to expiate the stn- 
cient guilt of idcdatry. But as long as they fub-* 
gifted, the Pagans fondly cherilbed the fecr^ 
hope, that an aufi^cious revolution, a feood^d 
JuMan, might again reilore the altars of the 
gods ; and the earneftnefs with wliich they ad** 
dreifed their unavailing prayers to the throne ^% 
increafed the zeal of the Chriftian reforrners ta 
extirpate, without xaercy, the root of fuperftition. 
The laws of the Emperors exliibit fome fymptoma 
of a milder difpofition *^ ; but their cold and Ian* 
guid efforts were infufficient to ftem the torjfe&t 
of enthufiafm and rapine, which was; eoeda3:ed, 
01: rather impelled, by the fpiritual rulers of the 
church. In Gaul, the holy Martin, Bifkop of 
Tours ^% marched at tbe head of bta faithful 
mcmks, to deflroy the idols, the temples, and the 
coofecrated trees of* his extenfive diocefe ; and^ 
in tbe execution of this arduous talk, tfeie pirudestt 
reader will judge whether Martin was fupported 
by the aid of miiaeulous powejfs, or of carnal 
'( 

*• Cod. Theodof. I. xvi. tit. x. leg. 8. 18. There is room to be- 
lim> that, this ttmple o£ BdeOa^ vhuh Theodof u» wiAed to favefiar 
civil ufesy was foon afterwarda a heap of fuiBa (Libaoiua (utq Tem^lvif 
p. »6, a;, and Grodefroy's notes, p. 59.). 

^ See this canous oration of Libanius pro Templis, pronounced, or 
rather compded) about the year 39cu I have coo(ith«i» Mrith antmy* 
tage. Dr. Lardner's verfipn and, remarks (Hegthen TcftiiDomei^ 
voh iv. p. 155 — 163.). 

^ See the Life of Martin, by Sulpicius Severos, c. 9^-14. The 
faint once miftook (as Don Quixote might have done) an harmless 
fjxxfrd for an l^eiktSQyx^ ]^r<»calE(^ mi inlpffodemfy' csmntttted a 
miracle. 

weapons* 
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CHAP, weapons. In Syria, the divine and excellent 
^3gvgL^ Marcellus ^', as he is ftyled by Theodoret, a bi- 
fliop animated with apoftolic fervour, refolved to 
level with liie ground the (lately temples within 
the diocefe of Apamea. His attack was relifled, 
by the fkill and Iblidity, with which the temple of 
Jupiter had been con(lru3;ed. The building was 
feated on an eminence : on each of the four fides, 
the lofty roof was fupported by fifteen mafly 
columns, fixteen feet in circumference ; and the 
large ftones, of which they were compofed, were 
firmly cemented with lead and iron. The force 
c^ the fl;rongefl; and fliarpefi^ tools had been tried 
without effedt. It was found neceflary to un- 
dermine the foundations of the columns, which 
fell down as foon as the temporary wooden props 
had been confumed with fire ; and the difiicul- 
ties of the enterprife are defcribed under the 
allegory of a black daemon, who retarded, though 
he could not defeat, the operations of the Chrif- 
tian engineers. Elated with vidtory, Marcellus 
took the field in perfon againfi^ the powers of 
darkQefs; a numerous troop of foldiers and 
gladiators marched under the epifcopal banner, 
and he fucceflively attacked the villages and 
country temples of the diocefe of Apamea. 
Whenever any refiflance or danger was appre- 
hended, the champion of the faith, whofe lame- 
nefs would not allow him either to fight or fly, 
placed himfelf at a convenient difl:ance, beyond 
the reach of darts. But this prudence was the 

^' Compare Sozomen (L vii. c 15.) with Theodoret (1. v. c. %t.y 
Between themi they relate the crulade and death of Marcelliu. 

occafioQ 
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ioccafion of his death; he was furprifed and CHAP, 
ilain by a body of exafperated ruftics ; and the ?xv in. 
fynod of the province pronounced without he- 
fitation, that the holy Marcellus had facrificed 
his life in the caufe of God. In the fupport of 
this caufe, the monks, who ruflied, with tumul* 
tuous fury, from the defert, diftinguilhed them- 
ifelves by their zeal and diligence. They de- 
ferved the enmity of the Pagans ; and fome of 
them might deferve the reproaches of avarice 
and intemperance ; of avarice, which they gra- 
tified with holy plunder, and of intemperance, 
which they indulged at the expence of the 
people, who fooliflily admired their tattered 
garments, loud pfalmody, and artificial pale- 
nefs ^*. A fmall number of temples was protected 
by the fears, the venality, the tafte, or the pru- 
dence, of the civil and ecclefiaftical governorss 
The temple of the Celeftial Venus at Carthage, 
whofe facred precin6ls formed a circumference 
of two miles, was judicioufly converted into 
a Chriftian church"; and a fimilar confecra- 
tion has preferved inviolate the majeilic dome 
of the Fa[ntheon at Borne ^^ But in almoft 



3* LibanxuS) pro Templisy p. 10—15. Re rails at tliefe black- 
^bled men, the Chriftian monks, who eat more than elephants. 
Poor elephants ! tbej are temperate animals. 

33 Profper Aquitan. L liL cjS. apud Baronium; Annal. EcdeC 
A.D. 389, No. 589 &C. The temple had been fhut fome time, and 
the accefs to it was overgrown with brambles. 

^* Donatus, Roma Antiqua et Nova, 1. iv. c. 4. p. 468. This con« 
fecration was performed by Pope Boniface IV. I am ignorant of the 
favourable circumftances which had preferved the Pantheon above 
two hundred years affer the reign of Theodofius. 

every 
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CHAP, every province of the Roman world, an army of 
^^ ^ ^ fanatics, without authority, and without difci- 
pline, invaded the peaceful inhabitants; and 
the ruin of the faired ftru6tures of antiquity ftill 
difplays the ravages of thofe Barbarians, who 
alone had time and inclination to execute fuch 
laborious deftru6tion. 
The tern- In this Wide and various profpe6t of devafta- 
^i! at^^^* tion, the fpefilator may diftinguifti the ruins of 
Aiexan- the temple of Serapis, at Alexandria ". Serapis 
^"*- does not appear to have been one of the native 
gods, or moniiers, who fprung from the fi'uitful 
foil of fuperftitious Egypt^^ The firft of the 
Ptolemies had been commanded, hy a dream, 
to import the myfterious ftranger from the coaft 
of Ponfeus.^ where be had been long adored by 
the inhabitants of Sinope ; but his attributes and 
his reign were fo imperfe&ly underftood, that it 
became a fubjeft of difpute, whether he repre- 
fented the bright orb of day, or the gloomy 
monarch of the fubterraneoos regions ^\ The 
Egyptians, who were dbftinately devoted to 
th$ rdigtoo of their fathers, refufed to ad- 
mit this foreign deity within the walls of their 

3'. Sc^hroiuus compofed a recent and lepante falftorf (Jereim in 
Script. £cclef« torn* i* p. 303,.)» whieli had furaiihed materials to So- 
crates (1. y. c. i6.)9 Theodoret (1. v. c. %%.)t axul Rufinus (L ii. c. %%•), 
Yet the lafty who had been at Alexandria before and after the event* 
woij ieftrve the cre^ of an original witnefs. 

^ €S^rard Voffius (Opera, torn. r. p. 8o. and dc Idololatria^ K u 
€.29.) ftrives tofupport l^e ftran^ notion of the fathers; thstt dm 
patriarch Jof«ph wa» adorad in £gypt* 9» tiba buU A^ist «e^ the god 
Scrapb. 

^.^ Orig;odtinQ«4uiAAaftn0Ct]«bnit4* JISi^ioR»m aotiltto^ 
memorant, &c. T»9ift, KUft. iv. &> The Gieeks» wbo iMd travelM 
into Egypt, were alike ignorant of this new deity, 

cities. 
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cities ^\ But the obfequious prieils^ who were c B A p. 
feduced by the liberality of the Ptolemies, fub- xxvm. 
mitted, without refiilance, to the power of the 
god of Pontus: an honourable and dotneftic 
genealogy was provided; and this fortunate 
uiiirper was introduced into the throne and bed 
of Oiiris^% the hufbandof Ifis, andthe celellial 
moi^arch of Egypt. Alexandria, which claimed 
his peculiar prot^6lion, gloried in the name of 
the city of Serapis. His temple ^% which rivalled 
the pride and magnificence of the capitol, was 
erected on the fpacious fuoimit of an artificial 
mount, railed one hundred fteps above the level 
of the adjacent parts of th^ city; and the interior 
cavity was Itrongly fupported by arches, and dif- 
tributed into vaults and fubterraneous apart- 
ments. The confecrated buildings were fiir- 
rounded by a quadrangular portico ; the ftately 
halls, and exquifite fl^atues, diiplayed the triumph 
of the arts ; and the treafures of ancient learn« 
ing were preferved in the famous Alexandrian 
library, which had arifen with new fplendour 
from its alhes ^*. After the edifts of Theodofius 

had 

** Macr6bm>9 Saturnal. Li. c. 7. Such a living fadldecifively 
proves his foreign* extraiStion* 

^' At Rome* Ids and Serapis were united in the fame temple. . The 
precedency which the queen alTumed, may feem to betray her unequal 
alliance with the ftranger of Pontus. But the fuperiority of the fe- 
male fex was eftabhihed in Egypt as a civil and religious infiitution 
(Diodor. SicuL torn. i. 1. 1. p. 31. edit. ViTefTeiing), and the fame 
order is obferved in Plutarch's Treatife of Ifis and Cffirij ; whom he 
identiiiei with Serapis; 

^ Ammianus (xsdi. i6.). The expdiitio totius Mundi (p. d» in 
Uudfon's Geograph. Afinor. torn. ili.)» and Rufinus (!. ii. c. 22.), ce* 
l^brate the Serapenmj as one of the* wonders of the world«^ 

^' See Memoiret de I'Acad. des Infcriptlons; tom.ix. p. 397 — ^416* 

The 
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CHAP, had feverely prohibited the facrifices of the 
xxyiii. Pagans, they were Hill tolerated in the city and 
temple of Serapis ; and this lingular indulgence 
was imprudently afcribed to the fuperftitiou» 
terrors of the Chriftians themfelves : as if they 
had feared to abolifli thofe ancient rites, which 
could alone fecure the inundations of the Nile^ 
the harvefts of Egypt, and the fubfiftence of 
Gonftantinople *\ 
Its filial At that time*^ the archiepifcopal throne of 

deftruc- Alexandria was filled by Theophilus *% the per- 
A.D.389. petual enemy of peace and virtue ; a bold, bad 
man, whofe hands were alternately polluted with 
gold, and with blood. His pious indignation 
was excited by the honours of Serapis ; and the 
infults which he offered to an ancient chapel of 
Bacchus, convinced the Pagans that he medi- 
tated a more important and dangerous enterprife* 
In the tumultuous capital of Egypt, the flighteft 
provocation was fufficient to inflame a civil war. 
The votaries of Serapis, whofe ftrength and num- 
bers were much inferior to thofe of their antago- 
nifts, rofe in arms at the inftigation of the pbilo- 

The oW library of the Ptolemies was totally confuraed In Caefar's Alex- 
andrian war. Marc Antony gave the whole colledtion of Pergamus 
(ioOjOoo volumes) to Cleopatra> as the foundation of the ne<iu library 
of Alexandria. 

♦' Libanius (pro Templis, p. ai.) indifcreetly provokes his Chriflian 
mailers by this infulting remark. 

43 We may chufe between the date of Marcellinus (A^D. 389.) 
or that of Profper (A.D..391.). Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. torn. v. 
p. 310. 756.) prefers the former, and Pagi the latter. 

<♦ Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xi. p. 441 — 500. The ambigu- 
ous lituation of Theophilus, 9. faints as the friend of Jerom ; a devils 
as the enemy of Ghryfoftom ; produce a fort of impartiality ; yet> 
vpon the whgley^ th« balance isguftly inclined againil hun. 

fopher 
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fopher Olympius ^% who exhorted them to die in C H A P.. 
the defence of the altars of the gods. Thefe Pa- ^^Sf 
gan fanatics fortified themfelves in the temple, or 
rather fortrefs, of Serapis ; repelled the befi«gers 
by daring fallies, and a refolute defence ; and,'' 
by the inhuman cruelties which they exercifed on 
their Chriflian prifoners, obtained the Uft confo- 
lation of defpair. The efforts of the prudent 
magidrate were u&fuUy exerted for the eftablifh- 
ment of a truce, till the anfwer of Theodofius 
j^ould determine the fate of Serapis. The two 
parties affembled^ without arms^ in the principal 
iquare ; and the Imperial refcript was publicly 
jpead. But when a fentence of deftru6lion againft 
the idols of Alexandria was pronounced, the 
Chriftians fet up a fhout of joy and exultation, 
whilil the unfortunate Pagans, whofe fury had 
given way to conflernation, retired with hafty 
and filent ileps, and eluded, by their, flight or 
obfcurity, the refentmemt of their enemies.r 
Theophilus proceeded to demolifh the temple of 
Serapis, without any ether diifioulties, than thofe 
which he found in the weight and folidity of ther 
materials ; but thefe obftacles proved fo infiipe^' 
rable, that he was obliged to leave the founda- 
tions ; and to content himfelf with reducing the 
edifice itfelf to a heap of rubbifli, a part of which 
was foon aflerwalds cleared away, to make room 
for a church, erefiled in honour of the Chriflian 

^^ tiardner (Heathen Teftimomes^ voLiv. p. 4x1.} has alleged a 
beautiful paflage from Suidasy orradierfrom Damafdusy which fhews 
the devout and virtuout Olympius^ not in the light of a wamor» but 
of a prophet* 

martyrs^ • 
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CHAP. nJartyrs. The valuable library of Akxandria wa» 
t^^^\ pillaged or deilroyed ; and near twenty years 
afterwards, the appearance of the empty ihelve^ 
excited the regret and indignation of every fpec- 
tator, whole mind was not totally darkened by 
religious prejudice ^. The compofitions of an- 
cient genius, fo many of which have irretriev- 
dbly perifhcd, might furely have been excited 
from the wreck of idolatry^ for the amufement 
and inftru6tion of iucceeding ages ; and either 
the zeal or the avarice of the Archbilhop *^, 
might have been fatiated with the rich fpoils, 
which were the reward of his viftory. While 
the images and vafes of gold and filver were 
carefully melted, and thofe of a lefs valuable 
metal were contemptuouily broken, and caft 
into the ftreets. Theophilus laboured to ex- 
pofe the frauds and vices of the minifters of 
the idols : their dexterity in the management 
of the loadftone ; their fecret methods of in- 
troducing an human a6tor into a hollow fta- 
tue $ and their fcandalous abufe of the con- 
fidence of devout hulbands, and unfuipe6ting fe- 
males ^. Chaiges like thefe may feem to deferve 

fome 



. ^ Nos vidhnas annaria, librortimy quiboB dkep^, exuumita ea a 
noftris hominibusy noftcis temporibus memoraat. Oroiius^ 1. vi. c. 15. 
p. 42 1 . edit. Havercamp. Though a bigot, and . a controverfial ^Titer, 
Orofiut feetnt to blufh. 

^"^ Eunapius, in the Lives of Antoninus and ^defius, execrates the 
facrilegious rapine of Theophilus. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiiL 
p.453.} quotes an epiitle trf Ifidore of Pelufmm, which reproaches the 
primate with die idolatrous worfhip of gold, the zxinfaera fames. 

^ Rufinus names the prieft of Saturn, who, in the chatacfter of the 
gody familiarly converfed with many pious ladies of quality \ till 

he 
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fome degree of credit, as they are not repugnant chap. 
to the crafty and interefted fpirit of fuperftition. ,^^^\ 
But the fame fpirit is equally prone to the bafe 
pradlice of infulting and calumniating a fallen 
enemy ; and our belief is naturally checked by 
the reflexion, that it is much lefs difficult to in 
vent afldtitious ftory, than to fupport a pra6tical 
fraud. The cololfal ftatue of Serapis *^ was itt. 
volved in the ruin of his temple and religion. A 
great number of plates of different metals, arti- 
ficially joined together, compofed the majeflic 
figure of the Deity, who touched on either fide 
the walls of the fanftuary. The afpedt of. Sera- 
pis, his fitting pofl^ure, and the fceptre, which 
he bore in liis left hand, were extremely flmilar 
to the ordinary reprefentations of Jupiter. He 
was difiinguiflied from Jupiter by the baiket, or 
bufliel, which was placed on his head ; and by 
the emblematic monfter, which he held in hia 
tight hand : the head and body of a ferpent 
branching into three tails, which were again ter« 
minated by the triple heads of a dog, a lion, and 
a wolf. It was confidently affirmed, that if any 
impious hand fiiould dare to violate the majefi^y of 
the god, the heavens and theearth would infi:antly 



he betrayed himfelfy In a moment of tranfporty v^hen he could not dif- 
guife the tone of his voice. The authentic and impartial narrative of 
JSfchines (fee 6ayle> Didlionnaire Critique) Scamandre)^ and the 
adveature of Mundus (Jofeph Antiquitat. Judaic. I. xviii. c. 3. p. 877. 
edit. Havercamp.)i may prove that fuch amorous frauds have been 
prai£life4 with fuccefs. 

49 Seethe images of ^rapis, in Montfaucon (torn. ii. p. 297.) : but 
^e defcriptioa of Macrobius ^Satumal. Li. c* 20.) is much more pic% 
turefque and iatisfa^ory, 

VOL. v.. I retufft 
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c H ^ P. return to their original chaos. An intrepid fol- 
^^^^' dier, animated by zeal, and armed with a weighty 
battle-axe, afcended the ladder ; and even the 
Chriilian multitude expe6led, with fome anxiety, 
the event of the combat *°. He aimed a vigorous 
ftroke againft the cheek of Serapis ; the cheek 
fell to the ground j the thunder was ftill lilent, 
and both the heavens and the earth continued to 
preferve their accuftomed order and tranquillity. 
The vi6lorious foldier repeated his blows : the 
huge idol was overthrown, and broken in pieces ; 
and the limbs of Serapis were ignominioufly 
dragged through the ftreets of Alexandria. His 
mangled carcafe was burnt in the Amphitheatre, 
amidft the fliouts of the popujace ; and many 
perfons attributed their converlion to this dif- 
covery of the impotence of their tutelar deity. 
The popular modes of religion, thatpropofe any 
vifible and material obje6ls of worfliip, have the 
advantage of adapting and familiarifing them- 
felves to the fenfes of mankind : but this advan- 
tage is counterbalanced by the various and ineyi-^ 
able accidents to which the faith of the idolater 
is expofed. It is fcarcely poflible, that, in every 
difpofition of mind, he fhould preferve bis im- 



*• Sed fortes trcmuere manusy motlquc verenda 

Majefiate loci^ ii robora facra ftrirent 

In fua credebant redituras membra fecures. 
(Lucan. ill. 429.). << Is it true (faid Auguftus to a veteran of Italy» 
^ at whofe houfe he fupped), that the man, who gave the firft blow to 
<^ the golden ibtue of Anaitis, was inilantly deprived of his eyes, and 
« of his life ?" «* / was that man (replied the clear-fighted vetcran)f 
«« and you now fup on one of th« legs of the goddefi" (Plin. Hift. 
Natur. xxxiiL 24.). 



plicit 
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iplicit reverence for the idols, or the relics, which c H A P^ 
the naked eye, and the profane hand, are unable ^^ ^^\ 
todiftinguilh from the rnoft common produ6lions 
of art, or nature ; and if, in the hour of danger, 
their fecret and miraculous virtue does not ope- 
rate for their own prefervation,^ he fcorns the 
vain apologies of his priefts, and juftly derides the 
obje6l, and the folly, of his fuperftitious attach^ 
ment *'. After the fall of Serapis, fome hopes 
were ftill entertained by the Pagans, that the 
Nile would refufe his annual fupply to the im- 
pious matters of Egypt ; and the extraordinary 
delay of the inundation feemed to announce the 
di(i)leafure of the river-god. But this delay was 
foon compenfated by the rapid fwell of the waters. 
They fuddenly rofe to fuch an unufual height, 
as to comfort the difcontented party with the 
pleafing expe6lation of a deluge ; till the peace- 
ful river again fubfided to the well-known and 
fertilifing level of fixteen cubits, or about thirty 
Englilhfeet5^ 

The temples of the Roman empire were de- ThePagan 
ferted, or deftroyed ; but the ingenious fuper- rei»g»on is 
ftition of the Pagans ftill attempted to elude the ^Ajy.Lol 
laws of Theodofius, by which all facrifices had 



'* The Hlftory of the Reformation affords frequent examples of ft 
fudden cHanee from fuperfiitlon to contempt. 

5* Sozomen» I, vii. c. «o. I have fupplied the meafure. The fame 
ilandard of the inundation, and confequently of the cubit, has unl» 
form^y fublifted fince the time of Herodotus. See Fretet, in the Meni. 
de TAcademie des Infcriptions, torn. xvL p. 344— :353» Greaves'* 
Mircellaneou9 Works, vol. i. p. 233* The Egyptian cubit is about 
iweoty-two inches of the Englilh meafure. 

I 2 been 
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CHAP, been feverely prohibited. The inhabitants of th« 
^^i^ \ country, whofe condu6l was lefs expofed to the 
eyeof malicious curiofity^difguifed their religiotis^ 
under the appearance of £onvivialy meetings. On 
the days of folemn feftivals, they aflembled in 
great numbers under the ipreading (hade of fome 
confecrated trees ; flieep and oxen were flaughter- 
ed and roafted ; and this rural entertainment wa» 
fandlified by the ufe of incenfe, and.by the hymns, 
which were fung in honour of the gods. But it 
was alleged, that, as no part of the animal was 
made a burnt-offering, as no altar was provided 
to receive the blood, and as the previous oblation 
of fait cakes, and the concluding ceremony of 
iifoations, were carefully omitted, thefe feftal 
meetings did not involve the guefts in the guilt, 
or penalty of an illegal facrifice "• Whatever 
might be the truth of the fa6ts, or the ii^erit of 
the diftin6lion ^% thefe vain pretences were fwept 
away by the laft edi6b of Theodofius ; whicli in- 
flidled a deadly wound on the fuperftition of the 
Pagans "* This prohibitory law is expreffed in 



w Libanius (pro TempUs, p. 15, 16, 17.) pleads their caufe with 
gentle and infinuating rhetoric. From the earlieft age» fueh feaib had 
enlivened the country; and thofe of Bacchus (Georgicii. 380.) had 
produced the theatre of Athens. See Godefroy, ad loc. Liban. and 
Codex Theodof. tom.vL p. 284. 

^^ Honorius tolerated thefe ruftic feflivals (A. D. 399.). <^ Abfque 
f< uUo facrificiof atque ulla fuperftitione damnabili." But nine years 
afterwards he found it neceflkry to reiterate and enforce the fame pro- 
vifo (Codex Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 17. 19.). 

" Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. X2. Jortln (Remarks on Ecclef. 
Hiftory, voL iv. p. 134.) cenfuresj with becoming afperity, the ftylc 
and fexitim«nts of this intolerant law. - 

V the 
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the moft abfolute and comprehenfive terms. *« It c H a p. 
•* is our will and plealbre/' fays the Emperor, ^xviil 
*« that none of our fubjedls, whether magiftrdtes 
** or private citizens, however exalted or how- 
** ever humble may be their rank and condition, 
** Ihall prefume, in any city, or in any place, to 
** worihip an inanimate idol, by the facrifice of 
** a guiltlefs vi6lim.'* The a6l of facrificing, and 
the praftice of divination by the entrails of the 
vi6lim, are declared (without any regard to the 
objedl of the enquiry) a crime of high-treafon 
againft the ftate ; which can be expiated only by 
the death of the guilty. The rites of Pagan 
fuperftition, which might feem lefs bloody and 
atrocious, are aboliihed, as highly injurious to 
the truth and honour of religion ; luminaries, 
garlands, frankincenfe, and libations of wine, are 
fpecially enumerated and condemned ; and the 
harmlefs claims of the domeftic genius, of the . 
honfehold gods, are included in this rigorous 
profcription. The ufe of any of thefe profane 
and illegal ceremonies, fubjedts the offender to 
the forfeiture of the houfe, or eilate, where they 
have been performed -^ and if he has artfully 
chofen the property of another for the fcene of 
his impietyj he is compelled to difcharge, with- 
out delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five pounds of 
gold, or more than one thoufand pounds fterling. 
A fine, not lefs confiderable,. is impofed on the 
connivance of the fecret enemies of religion, who 
fliall negle6l the duty of their refpe6live ftations, 
either to reveal, or to punifli, the guilt of ido- 
latry. Such was the perfecuting fpirit of the law5 
I 3 ot 
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CHAP, of Theodofius, which were repeatedly enforced 

^^y^ by his fons and grandfons, with the loud and 
unanimous applaufe of the Chriftian world **. 

opprefled. In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletiana 
Chriftianity had been profcribed, as a revolt from 
the ancient and hereditary religion of the empire;- 
and the unjuftiufpicions which were entertained 
of a dark and dangerous faction, were, in fome 
meafure, countenanced by the infeparable union, 
and rapid conquefts, of the Catholic church. But 
the fame excufes of fear and ignorance cannot be 
applied to the Chriftian emperors, who violated 
the precepts of humanity and of the Gofpel. The 
experience of ages had betrayed the weaknefe, 
as well as folly, of Paganifm ; the light of reafon 
and of faith had already expofed, to the greateil 
part of mankind, the vanity of idols ; and the 
declining fe6l, which ftill adhered to their wor- 
fliip, might have been permitted to enjoy in peace 
and obfcurity, the religious cuftoms of their 
anceftors. Had the Pagans been animated by the 
undaunted zeal, which poflefled the minds of the 

* primitive believers, the triumph of the church 

muft have been ftained with blood; and the 
martyrs of Jupiter and Apollo might have em- 
braced the glorious opportunity of devoting their 

** Such a charge (hould not be fightly made ; but it may furcly be 
juftified by the authority of St. Auguilin, who thus addreiled the 
f Donatifts. *' Quis noftn^my quis veftrdm non laudat leges ab Impera- 

«^ toribus datas adverfus facrificia Pagaaonim? £t certe longe ibi 
<< poena feverior conftituta eft ; illius quippe impietatis capitale fuppli- 
** clum eft." Epift. xciii. N° ic quoted by Le Clerc (Bibliotheque 
Choilie^ torn. viii. p. 2770> ^^^ ^^^ ^'^^^ judicious refiedtions on the 
intolerance of tlie vi^orious Chriftians. 

lives 
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lives and fortunes at the foot of their altars. But chap. 
fiich obftinate zeal was not congenial to the loofe xxvm. 
and carelefe temper of poljtheifm. The violent 
and repeated ftrokes of the orthodox princes, 
were broken by the foft and yielding fubllance 
againft which they were direfted ; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans prote6ted them from the 
pains and penalties of the Theodofian Code ^\ 
Inftead of afferting, that the authority of the gods 
was fuperior to that of the Emperor, they defifled, 
with a plaintive murmur, from the ufe of thofe 
facredriteswhich their fovereign had condemned. 
^ If they were fometimes tempted, by a fally of 
paffion, or by the hopes of concealment, to in- 
dulge their favourite fuperflition ; their humble 
repentance difarmed the feverity of the Chriftian 
tnagiilrate, and they feldom refufed to atone for 
their ralhnefs, by fubmitting, with fome fecret 
relu6lance, to the yoke of the Gofpel. The 
churcheswer6 filled with the increafing multitude 
of thefe unworthy profelytes, who had conformed, 
from temporal motives, to the reigning religion ; 
and whilil they devoutly itnitated the poftures, 
and recited the prayers, of the faithful, they fa- 
tisfied their confcience by the filent and fincere 
invocation of the gods of antiquity**. If the 
Pagans wanted patience to fufFer, they wanted 

" Orofiu8> l.Tii. c. 28. p. 537. Auguftin ^Enarrat. in Pfalm cxl. 
jpiid Lardner;^ H^then T^ftlmoniesy voL iv. p. 458 ) infults their 
. cowardice. *< Qpk eorum comprehenTus eft in fitcrificio (cum fait 
^ legibus ifta prohiberentur) et non negavit V' 

'* Libanius (pro TempUs^ p. 179 x8.) mentions, without cenfure» 
the occafional confonnitf 9 and as it were theatrical play» of thefe 
hypocrites. 

I 4 Ipirit 
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CHAP, fpirit to refift ; and the fcattered myriads;' who. 

^^^ ', deplored the fuin of the temples, yielded, with- 
out a conteft, to the fortune of their adverfaries. 
The diforderly oppofition ** of the peafants of 
Syria, and the populace of Alexandria, to the 
rage of private fanaticifm, was filenced by the 
name and authority of the Emperon The Pagans 
of the Weft, without contributing to the eleva^ 
tion of Eugenius, difgraced, by their partial at- 
tachment, the caufe and character of the ufurper. 
The clergy vehemently exclaimed, that he ag- 
gravated the crime of rebellion by the guilt of 
apoftacy ; that, by his permiflion, the altar of 
Vi6lory was again reftored ; and that the idola* 
irons fymbols of Jupiter and Hercules Were dif* 
played in the field; againft the invincible ftatldard 
of thecrofs* But the vain hopes of the Pagans 
Avere foon annihilated by the drfeat of Eugenius j 
and they were left expofed to the refentment 
of the conqueror, who laboured to deferve the 
favour of heaven by the extirpation of ido* 
latry^^ 
imd finally A nation of Aaves is always prepared to ap« 
**ifli d pl^^^d the clemency of their matter, who, in the 
A.D. abufe of abfolute power, does not proceed to 
390— 4»o, ^i^Q 1^ extremes of injuftice and oppreffion« 
Theodofius might undoubtedly have propofed to 
his Pagaa fubjefts the alternative of baptifm or 

59 libahitis concltidfes his apology (p. 32.), by declaring to the 
JSmperor, that unlefs he cxpref8ly warrants the dcftrudHon of the 
templeSy ur^i rug ran a/y^uf ^itnroraej xai avrotC) xai ru Wjxu BoriQriffonGtif 
the proprietors will defend themfelves and the laws. 

«o Paulinus, in Vit. Ambrof. c. a 6* Auguflin de Civitat* Dei, I. v* 
tuft$» Theodoretj. 1. V. c. a4» 

of 
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of death ; and the eloquent Libanius has praifed CHAP, 
the moderation of a prince, who never ena£ted, ^^^"^ 
by any pofitive law^ that all his fubjefils ihould 
immediately embrace and pra6life the religion 
of their fovereign ^\ The profeffion of Chrifti* 
iainity was not made an eflential qualification for 
the enjoyment of the civil rights of fociety, nor 
were any peculiar hardihips impofed on the 
jTedtaries, who creduloufly received the fables of 
Ovid, and obftinately rejected the miracles of 
the Gofpel. The palace, the fchools, the army, 
and the fenate, were filled with declared and 
devout Pagans ; they obtained, without diftinc- ^^ 
tion, the civil and military honours of the em- 
pire. Theodofius difi;inguiflied his liberal re- 
gard for virtue and genius, by the confular dig* 
nity, which he beftowed on Symmachus ** ; and 
by the perfonal friendfhip which he exprefled to 
Libanius^^; and the two eloquent apologifts of 
Faganifm were never required either to change, 
or to diiTemble, their religious opinions. The 
Pagans were indulged in the mod licentious 
.freedom of ipeech and writing ; the hiftorical 

'' Libanius liiggeiU tlie form of 1 perfecuting edi^> which Theo- 
dofius might eriJtft (pro Templis, p. 3a.) : a ralh joke, and a dangerous 
• experiment. Some princes would have taken his advice^ 

^' Denique pro mentis terreflribus aeque rependens 
Mimera, facricolis fummos impertit honores* 

Ipk magiftratom tibi confulis> ipfe tribunal 
ContuliU 

Prudent^ in Symmach. i. 6l^ &(?• 

*^ Libanius (pro Templis, p. 3 a.) is proud that Theodofius Should 
thus dJiUngui^ a man, who even in his prefence would fwear by Ju|a-< 
ler. Yet this prefence feems to be no more than a %ure of rhetorics 

and 
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CHAP, and philofophical remains of Eunapius^ Zofi- 
xxvra. inus*% and the fanatic teachers of the fchool of 
Plato, betray the mod furious animofity, and 
contain the (harpeft inve6lives, againfl the fen- 
timents and condu£l of their vidlorious adver- 
iaries. If thefe audacious libels were publicly 
known^ we mud applaud the good fenfe x>f the 
Chriilian princes, who viewed, with a fmile of 
contempt, the lad flruggles of fuperflition and 
defpair*^^ But the Imperial laws, which prohi- 
bited the facrifices and ceremonies of Paganifro^ 
were rigidly executed ; and every hour contri« 
buted to deftroy the influence of a religion^ 
which was fupported by cuflom, rather than by 
argument. The devotion of the poet, or the 
philofopher, may be fecretly nouriihed by prayer, 
meditation, and ftudy; but the exercife of 
public worfliip appears to be the only folid 
foundation of the religious ientiments of the 
people, which derive their force from imitation 
and habit. The interruption of that public 
exercife may coufprnmate, in the period of a 
few years, the important work of a national 
revolution.^ The memory of theological opi- 
nions cannot long be preferved, without the 
artificial helps of priefts, of temples, and of 

^ Zoiimusy who ftiles himfelf Count and Ex-advocate of the 
Treafuryy reviles* with partial and indecent bigotry, the Chriilian 
princes* and even the father of his fovereign. His work muft have 
been privately circulated, fince it efcaped the invef^ives of the eccle- 
fiaftical hiftorians prior to Evagriut (I. iti. c. 40 — 4a.), who lived 
towards the end of the (ixth century. 

^ Yet the Pagans of Africa complainedi that the times would not 
allow them to anfwer with freedom the City of God; nor doea 
St. Aaguftin (v. a6.) deny tht charge. 

books. 
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books ^. The ignorant vulgar, whofe minds CHAP. 
•are ftill agitated by the blind hopes and terrors ^^^^™* 
of fuperilition, will be foon perfuaded by their 
fuperiors, to dire6l their vows to the reigning 
deities of the age ; and will infeniibly imbibe 
an ardent zeal for the fupport and propagation 
of the new do£trine, which ipiritual hunger at 
firft compelled them to accept. The genera- 
tion that arofe in the world after the promul- 
gation of the Iiftperial laws, was attracted 
within the pale of the Catholic church : and 
fo rapid, yet fo gentle, was the fall of Paga- 
nifm, that only twenty-eight years after the 
death of Theodofius, the faint and minute vef> 
tiges were no longer vilible to the eye of the 
legiilator ^^ 

The ruin of the Pagan religion is defcribed by The ^ 
the fophifts, as a dreadful and amazing prodigy, chriftian* 
which covered the earth with darkneCs, and martyri. 
reftored the ancient dominion of chaos and of 
night. They relate in folemn and pathetic 
ftrains, that the temples were converted into 
fepulchres, and that the holy places, which had 
been adorned by the ftatues of the gods, were 
bafely polluted by the relics of Chriftian mar^ 
tyrs. " The monks** (a race of filthy animals, 

^ The Moon of Spain who fecretly preierved the Mahometan 
religiont above a century, under the tyranny of the Inquifitiony poP> 
feflkl the Koran» with the peculiar ufe of the Arabic tongue. See the 
curious and honeft dory of their expaldon in Geddes (MifceUanie% 
vol.i. p. I — 198.)- 

^ Paganos qui fuperfunt^ quanquam jam nuUos efle credamus* &c 
Cod. Theodof. L xn* tit. x. leg. 22. A. D. 423- The younger Theo- 
dofius was afterwards iatisfied» that his judgment had been ibmewhat 
premature. 

to 



,^^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, to whom Eanapius is tempted to refiiie the 
^^A^AJA. name of men) •* are the aathors of the new wor- 
' Ihip, which, in the place of thofe deities, who 
^ are conceived by the underftandiog, has fub^ 
** ilituted the meaneft and moft contemptible 
^ flaves. The heads, (alted and pickled, of thole 
^ infamous maleikdtors, who for the multitude 
'* of their crimes have fuffered a jufl and igno- 
^ minious death ; their bodies, ftill marked hj 
** the impreffion of the lalh, and the fears of 
'^ thofe tortures which were infliSed b j the fen* 
^ tence of the magiftrate; fiich" (continues 
Eunapius) ^5 are the gods which the earth pso- 
^ duces in our dajs ; fuch are the martyrs, the 
^ iupremearfoitratorsofourprayersand petitions 
'^ to the Deity, whofe tombs are now confecrated 
*^ as the objeds of the veneration of the peo- 
" ple•^•• Without approving the malice, it is 
natural enough to Ihare the furprife, of the ib- 
phift, the Ipedtator of a re\'olutioo, which raiied 
thofe obfcure viftims of the laws of Rome, to 
the rank of celeflial and invifible protestors of 
the Roman empire. The grateful reQ>ed of the 
ChrifUans for the martjns of the faith, was ex- 
alted, by time and viAory, into religious adora* 
tion ; and the moft illuftrious of the faints and 
prophets were defervedly aflbciated to the ho* 
nours of the martyrs. One hundred and fif)y 
years afler the glorious deaths of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, the Vatican and the Oftian road were 

^ SeeEti]i^iniSymIinIifeoftiieib|»hiftJEdefiQs; in thdrof En* 
fladuus he fuiclclt die rain of Fbgvdfiiif mbu rt fu^aeitif xau tm^t^ 
€%noi i - y fo m m u ffwiym xsAXhis* 

diftin« 
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diftinguifhed by the tombs, or rather by the tro- CHAP, 
phies, of thofe fpiritual heroes/*. In the age >^y^ 
which followed the converfion of Conftantine, 
the emperors, the confuls, and the generals of 
armies, devoutly vifited the fepulchres of a tent- 
maker and a fiiherman ^"^ ; and their venerable 
bones were depofited under the altars of Chrift, 
on which the bifhops of the royal city ^ontinu* . 
ally offered the unbloody facrifice ^\ The new 
capital of the Eaftern world, unable to produce 
any ancient and domeilic trophies, was enriched 
by the fpoil$ of dependent provinces. The bodies 
of St. Andrew, St. Luke, and St. Timothy, had 
repof^d near three hundred years in the obfcure 
graves, from whence they were tranfported, in 
iblemn pomp, to the church of the apoftles, which 
the magnificence of Conftantine had founded on 
the banks of the Thracian Bofphorus '% About 
fifty years afterwards, the fame banks were ho* 
noured by the prefence of Samuel, the j udge and 

^9 Caius(aptid Eufeb. HifL Ecclef. Lu. €.25.)' ^ Roman prelbyter, ' 
wliolired in the time of Zephyrinus (A.D. aoz— ai9.)» is an early 
witneis of the fuperfiitidiis pradtice. 

''^ Chryfoftom. Quod Chriftus fit Deus. Tom. i. nov. edit. N^ 9. 
I am indebted for this quotation to BenediA the XlVth's paftoral letter 
on the Ji^btlee of the yearx75o» See the curious and entertaining 
letters of M. Chais, torn. iii. 

7> Male facit ergo Romanus epifcopus? qui| fuper mortuocum 
Iiorainumy Petri & Paulii fecundum nos^ ofla veneranda • • . • 
offert Domino facrificia^ et tumulos eonuni Chrifti arbitntur altaria* 
•jTeronu torn, ii. adverf. Vigilant, p. X53. 

7^ jerom (tom.ii. p.i%%.) bears witnefs to thefe tranflatioQt, 
which are negle^ed by the ecclefiaftical hiftorians. The paiSon of 
$t. Andrew at Patra?» is defcribed in an epiftle from the clergy of 
Achaiat which Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 6q. N^34.) wifhet 
tobelievey and TiUemont is forced to rejedl. St. Andrew waj adopted 
as the fpiritual' founder of Confta&tinople (Mem, Ecclef. torn. i. 
|).3I7— 3^3.588— 594.> 

prophet 
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CHAP, prophet of the people of Ifrael. His aflies, de- 
^ _^- ^ pofited in a gold en vafe, and covered with a filken 
veil, were delivered by the bilhops into each 
other's hands. The relics of Samuel were re- 
ceived by the people, with the faine joy and re- 
verence which they would have Ihewn to the 
living prophet ; the highways^ from Paleftine to 
the gates of Conftantinople, were filled with an 
uninterrupted proceffion ; and the Emperor Ar- 
cadius himfelf, at the head of the moil illuflrious 
members of the clergy and fenate, advanced to 
meet his extraordinary gueil, who had always de- 
lerved and claimed the homage of kings ". The 
example of Rome and Conftantinople confirmed 
the faith and difcipline of the Catholic world. 
The honours of the faints and martyrs, after a 
feeble and ineffe^lual murmur of profane reafon'% 
were univerfally eftablilhed ; and in the age of 
Ambrofe and Jerom, fomethingwas ftill deemed 
wanting to the fan6lity of a Chriftian church, 
till it had been confecrated by fome portion of 
bolv relics, which fixed and inflamed the devo-^ 
tion of the faithful. 
General In the long period of twelve hundred years, 
•efleaiQns. ^y^i^]^ elapfed between the reign of Conftantine 



7^ Jerom (torn. u. p. laa.) pompouily defcribes the tranfladon of. 
Samuely which is noticed in all tlie chronicles of the times. 

7^ The prefbyter Vigilantiusy the proteftant of his age» firmly^' 
though inefiedually> withftood the fuperftition of monks, relics, faintsy 
faftsy &c. for which Jerom compares him to the Hydra, Cerbenia, 
the Centaurs, &c. and coniiders him oidy as the organ of the daemoif 
(torn. ii. p. xao^-ia6.). Whoever will perufe the controverfy of St«- 
Jerom and VigiUntius, and St. Augufiin's account of the miracles of 
St. Stephen, may fpeedily gain fome idea of the fpirit of the fathers. 

2 and 



OF THE kOMAN EMPIRE. ,. 1:17 

and the reformation of Luther, the worlhip of c H A ?• 
faints and relics corrupted the pure and perfect xxynL^ 
fimplicity of the Ghriftian model; and fome 
iymptoms of degeneracy may be obferved even 
in the firit generations which adopted and che* 
rifhed this pernicious innovation. 

I. The fatisfa6iory experience, that the relics !• Fabu- 
of faints were more valuable than gold or pre- ^^ 
cious flones ^% ftimulated the clergy to multiply reiki, 
the treafures of the church. Without much re- 
gard for truth or probability, they invented names 

for fkeletons, and adbions for names. The fame 
of the apoilles, and of the holy men who had imi- 
tated their virtues, was darkened by religious: 
fiction. To the invincible band of genuine and 
primitive martyrs, they added myriads of ima- 
ginary heroes, who had never exifted, except in 
the fancy of crafty or credulous legendaries ; and 
there is reafon to fufpe6i, that Tours might not 
be the only diocefe in which the bones of a male- 
factor were adored, inftead of thofe of a faint ^*. 
A fuperflitious pra6lice, which tended to increafe 
the temptations of fraud, and credulity, infenfi- 
bly extingui(hed the light of hiftory, and of 
reafon, in the Chriftian world. 

II. But the progrefs of fuperflitlon would have n. Mini- 
been much lefs rapid and vi6lorfous, if the faith ^^^^ 

^' M. de Baufobre (Hift du Manicheifme, tom.u. p. 64S.) hai 
Spplied a worldly fenfe to the pious obfervation of the clergy of Smyraat 
who carefully preferved the relics of St. Polycarp the martyr. 

'^ Martin of Tours (fee his Life, c. 8. by Sulpicius Severus) ex- 
torted this confefiion from the mouth of the dead man. The error if 
Allowed to be natural ; the tiifcovery is fuppofed to be miraculous. 
Which of the two was likely lo happen moil frequently ? 

of 
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c H A P. of the, people had not been affifted by the feafbiw 
able aid of vifions and miracles, to afcertain the 
authenticity and virtue of the moil fufpicious 
relics. In the reign of the younger Theodofius, 
Lucian ", a prefbyter of Jerufalem, and the ec- 
clefiaflical miniiler of the village of Capharga- 
mala, about twenty miles from the city, related 
a very Angular dream, which, to remove his 
doubts, had been repeated on three fucceflive 
Saturdays. A venerable figure flood before 
him, in the filence of the night, with a long 
beard, a white robe, and a gold rod } announced 
himfelf by the name of Gamaliel, and revealed 
to the aftonifhed prelbyter, that his own corpfe, 
with the bodies of his fon Abibas, his friend 
Nicodemus, and the illuftrious Stephen, the! 
firft martyr of the Chriftian faith, were fecretly 
buried iii the adjacent field. He added, with 
fome impatience, that it was time to releafe 
himfelf, and his companions, from their obfcure 
prifon; that their appearance would be falu- 
tary to a diftrefied world ; and that they had 
made choice of Lucian to inform the Bifhop of 
Jerui^em of their fituation, and their wiihes. 
The doubts and difiiculties which fi:ill retarded 
this important difcovery, were fucceflively 
removed, by new vifions: and the ground 

v' Lucian compofed in Greek his original narrativei which has been 
. tranllated by Avitus^ and publiihed by Baronius (AnnaU Ecclef. 
A.D.4X5. N<> 7— 16.). The Benedi<ftine editors of St.Auguftin 
have given (at die end of the work de Civitate Dei) two feveral copies, 
with many various, readings. It is the chara^er of falfehood to be 
loofe and inconflflent. The moft incredible parts of the legend aro 
Ifiaoothed and fofteoedby Tiilemont (Mem. £cde£ tom.ii» p. 99 &c.). 

161 was 
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was opened by the bifliop, in the prefence of an chap 
innumerable multitude. The coffins of Gamaliel, XXVUl 
of hisfon, and of his friend, were found in regu- 
lar order ; but when the fourth coffin, which con* 
tained the remains of Stephen, was fliewn to the 
Kglit, the earth trembled, and an odour, fuch as 
thatofParadife, was imelt, which inftantly cored 
thcTarious difeafes of feventy-three of the affift- 
Mits. The companions of Stephen were left in 
their peaceful refidence of Caphargamala : but 
the relics of the firft martyr were tranfported, in> 
folemnproceffion, to a church conftruftedin their 
honour on Mount Sion ; and the minute particfles 
of thofe relics, a drop of blood '% or the fcrapings 
of a 'bone, were acknowledged, in almoft every 
province of the Roman world, to poffefs a diving 
and miraculous virtue. The grave and learned 
Auguftiii^*, whofeunderftanding fcarcely admits 
the excufe of credulity, has attefted the ionume-^ 
rable prodigies which were performed in Africa 
by the relics of StStepihen ; and this marvellous 
narrative is inferted in the elaborate work of th^ 
City off God, which the Bifliop of Hippo defigned 
as a folid and immortal proof bf l9ie truth of 
Chriftianity. Auguftin folemnly declares, thiit 



7* A phial of St. Stephen's blood wzb annually liquefied at Napl^ 
fin he -WS8 foperieded'by St^ Januoim (Ruinsrt.'liift.PeiCMUt. VanluL 

P-5»9-) 

7* Au^fufiin compofed the two^and-twenjty books de Civitate Dei 
in^e^ace tif Aiiteen ytan. A.(D, 4^5— 4af6. (TfflBknont.'Meiii. 
Ccetef. torn. nv. p.doS^'&c; 1!» feftrninir is tob often fliiDiww iial ^ 
•and %ir arguments -are tooidftcn his own ; but-theiiehdle^verk^clidBii 
Ifae merit nF a magnificent dcfign, ^igorofufly, and HM •wfatOf^t 
CKecnted. 

roL. V. K he 
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CHAP, he had feledled thofe miracles only which were 
,^^^^"1^ publicly certified by the perfons who were either 
the objedls, or the fpe£tators, of the power of the 
martyr. Many prodigies were omitted, or for- 
gotten ; and Hippo had been lefs favourably 
treated than the other cities of the province. 
And yet the bifhop enumerates above feventy 
miracles, of which three were refurrefilions from 
the dead, in the fpace of two years, and within 
the limits of his own diocefe *°. If we enlarge 
our view to all the diocefes, and all the' faints, of 
the Chriftian world, it will not be eafy to calcu* 
late the fables, and the errors, which iiTued from 
this inexhauftible fource. But we may furely be 
. allowed to obferve, that a miracle, in that age of 
fuperftition and credulity, loft its name and its 
merit, fince it could fcarcely be confidered as a 
deviation from J:he ordinary, and eflablifhed, 
laws of nature. 
lfi.Revi- III, The innumerable miracles, of which the 
tythdimr tombs of the martyrs were the perpetual theatre, 
revealed to the pious believer the a6lual ftate and 
conflitution of the invifible world ; and his reli- 
gious ipeculations appeared to be founded on. the 
firm bafis of fa6l and experience. Whatever 
might be the condition of vulgar fouls, in the 
Jong interval between the difiblution and the re- 
furredtion of their bodies, it was evident that the 



** See Auguftin de Clvitat. Dei» 1. xziL c %%. and the Appendix* 
which conUms two books of St. Stephen's miracles* by Evodius, Bi- 
Ihop of Uzalis. Freculphus (apud Bsdiiaige> Hift det Juifsi torn viii. 
p. 349.) has preferred a Gallic or a Spaxnih proverb) << Whoever pre* 
1< tends to have reid all tht nvntdes ^ St.Stephen, belies.'' 

fupe* 
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fuperior fpfrits of the faints and martyrs did not chap. 
confume that portion of their exiftence in filent ^^v™- 
and inglorious fleep *'• It was eyident (without 
prefuming to determine the place of their habita« 
tion, or the nature of their felicity) that they en- 
joyed the lively and active confcioufnefs of their 
happinefs, their virtue, and their powers ; and 
that they had already fecured the poffeffion of 
their eternal reward. The enlargement of their 
intelle6tual faculties furpaiGTed the meafure of the 
human imagination ; iince it was proved by e<r* 
perience^ that they were capable of hearing and 
underftanding the various petitions of their nu- 
merous votaries ; who, in the fame moment of 
time, but in the moH diilant parts of the world, 
invoked the name and aili (lance of Stephen or of , 
Martin **. The confidence of their petitioners 
was founded on the perfuafion that the faints, 
who reigned with Chriil, caft an eye of pity upon 
earth ; that they were warmly interefled in the 
prolperity of the Catholic church ; and that the 
individuals, who imitated the example of their 

•' Burnet (de Statii Mortuorumj p. 5 6 — 84-) coUeas the opmions 
•f the Fathers, as far as (hey afleit the fleep, or repofe, of human fouls 
till the day of judgment. He afterwards expofes (p. 91, &c.) the in- 
co9v«niencies which muil arife, if they pofTeiFed a more a(5live and 
ieofible exiftence. 

«' ^gOantius placed the fouls of the prophets and martyrs, either 
in the bofom of Abraham (in loco refngerii), or elfe under die altar of 
God. Nee polfe fuis tumulis et ubi voluerunt adefle praefentes. But 
Jerom. (torn. ii. p. x 21.) ftemly rentes this blafpbemy. Tu Deo leges 
IpMies ? Tu apoftolis vincuUi injtciet, ut ufque ad diem judicii 
teneantur cufto^ nee fint cum Domino fuoi; de quibus fcriptum eft, 
Seqinmtur Agnum quocunque vadit. Si Agnus ubique, ergo, et ht» 
qui cum Agno funt, ubtque eife credent funt. £t cum diabolus et 
^aemonet toto vagentmr in orbe, &c. 

^ ^ faith 
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CHAP, faith aiid piety, were the peculiar and favourite 
XXVIII. obje6l» of their raoft tender regard. Sometimes^ 
indeed, their f^iendfliip might be influenced by 
confiderations of a lefs exalted kind : they viewed^ 
with partial affection, the places which had been 
confecrated by their birth, their refidence, tbeir 
death, their burial, or the poflfeflion of their re- 
lies- The meaner paffions of pride, avarice, 
and revenge, may be deemed unworthy of a ce- 
leftial breaft ; yet the faints themfelves conde- 
icended to teftify their grateful approbation of 
the liberality of their votaries : and the (harpeft 
bolts of puniihment were hurled againft thofe im- 
pious wretches, who violated their fnagnificeot 
fhrines, oi* difbelieved their fupernatural power*^. 
Atrocious, indeed, muil have been the guilt, and 
ftfange would have been the fceptidfm, of thofd 
men, if they had obftinately refilled the proofs of 
a divine ag^icy, which the elements, the whole 
range of the animal creation, and even the fubtle 
and invifible operations of the huixian mind, were 
compelled to obey \ The immediate, and aU 
moll inftantaneous, e£Fe6ls, that were fuppofed to 
follow the prayef, or the offence, fatisfied the 
Chriftians, of the ample meafure of favour and 
authority which the faints enjoyed m the pre- 
fence of the Supreme God ; and it feemed alxnoft 

*^ Fleuryy Difcours fur THiiL £cclefiaftiqiK» iii. p. 8o. 

^* At Minorca* tke relics of Sl Stephen converted) in weight dtyi, 
540 Jews ; with the help^ mdeed^ of fome wholeibme fisverities, fudi 
as burning tli« fynagogue^ driving the obftinate infidels to ibrve among 
the rocks* &c. See the original letter of Sevcms Bifliop of Minorca 
(ad calcem St.AHgu|tin de Civ. Da), and the judidoue retearks of 
Bafnage (torn. viii. p. 245— 25 z*}- 

fuper. 
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fuperfluous to enquire, whether they were canti* chap* 
nually obliged to intercede before the throne of ^^^xvui. 
grace ; or whether they might not be permitted 
to epcescife, according to the dictates of their 
benevolence and juftice, the del^ated powers of 
their fnbordinate miniflry. Tlie imagination, 
which had been raifed by a painful effort to the 
contemplation and worfliip of tlie Univerfal 
Caufe, eagerly embraced fuch inferior obje6fcs 
of adoration as were more proportioned to its 
gtoh conceptions and imperfect faculties. The 
fablime and fimple theology of the primitive 
Cbriftians was gradually corrupted; and the 
MONARCHY of heaven, already clouded by meta- 
phyiical fubtleties, was degraded by the intro- 
du3:ion of a popular mythology, which tended 
to reftore the reig« of polytheifm '*. 

IV. As the ob}e3;s of religion were gradually iv.intro- 
reduced to the ftandard of the imagination, the duaion of 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that feemed ^^i*":!*' 
mod powerfiiUy to ai&£t the fenfes of the vulgar. 
If, in the beginning of the fifth century % Ter- 
tuiiian or La^tantius ^% had been fuddenly raifed 
from the dead, to alliil at the feftival of fome 



•* Mr,Hame(Eflays, vd*ii. p» 434*) M^rre^y like a philofopheri 
the natural fhix and reflux of polytheifm and thetfm. 

*^ D'Aubignc (fee his own Memoirs, p. 15 6-— 160.) frankly 
offered, with the confent of the Huguenot minifters, to allow the firft 
400 years as the; rule of faith. The Cardinal du Perrori haggled for 
forty years more, which were indifcrcetly giveui Yet neither party 
would have found their account in this fooliih bargain. 

^ The worihip praiStifed and inculcated by TertuUian, La<5lantiBs^ 
ilmobitts, &c« is fb extreme^ purs aad (jpiritual, that their declamations 
againft the Pagan fometimes glance againft the Jewiih ceremonies. 

K 3 popular 



remonies. 
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CHAP, popular faint, or martyr", they would have 
a^^^^y?^! gazed with aftonilhment, and indignation, on the 
profane fpe6tacle, which had fucceeded.to the 
pure and fpiritual worfhip of a Chriftian congre- 
gation. As foon as the doors of the church were 
thrown opefl, they muft have been offended by 
the fmoke of incenfe, the perfume of flowers, 
and the glare of lamps and tapers, which diffuied, 
at noon-day, a gawdy, fuperfluous, and, in their 
opinion, a facrilegious light. If they approached 
the baluflrade of the altar, they made their way 
through the proftrate crowd, confiding, for the 
moll part, of ftrangers and pilgrims, who reforted 
to the city on the vigil of the feaft ; and who 
already felt the ftrong intoxication of fanaticifm, 
and, perhaps, of wine. Their devout kiffes were 
imprinted on the walls and pavement of the facred 
edifice ; and their fervent prayers were direfiled, 
whatever might be the language of their church, 
to the bones, the blood, or the aflies of the faints, 
which were ufually concealed, by a linen or fiikeu 
veil, from the eyes of the vulgar. The Chriilians 
frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hope 
of obtaining, from their powerful interceffion, 
every fort of fpiritual, but more efpecially of tem- 
poral, bjeffings. They implored the prefervation 
of their health, or the cure of their infirmities ; 



"* Fauflus the Manichaean accufes tke Catholics of idolatry. Ver^ 
titis idola in martyres . • . quog , yotis fimilibus ' colitis. M. de 
Beaufobre (HiiV. Critique du Manicheifirnef tomwi. p. 629— 700.% 
a Proteflanty but a philofophert has reprefentedt with candour and 
learning, the introdu^ion of Ofrt^ian idolatry in the fourth and ^h 
centuries. , 

the 
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the fruitfulnefs of their barren wives, or the char 
fafety and happinefi of their children. When- ^^^^^^ 
ever they undertook any diftant or dangerous 
journey, they requefted, that the holy martyrs 
would be their guides and protedlors on the 
road; and if they returned without having 
experienced any misfortune, they again haf- 
tened to the tombs of the martyrs, to celebrate, 
with grateful thank%ivings, their obligations 
to the memory and relics of thofe heavenly 
patrons. The walls were hung round with fym- 
bols of the favours which they had received ; 
eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and filver : 
and edifying pi^ures, which could not long 
efcape the abufe of indifcreet or idolatrous 
devotion, reprefented the image, the attri- 
butes, and the miracles, of the tutelar faint. 
The fame uniform original fpirit of fuperftition 
might fuggeft, in the moil diflant ages and 
countries, the fame methods of deceiving the 
fcredulity, and of affe6ling the fenfes, of man- 
kind ^^: but it mull ingenuoufly be confefled, 
that the minifters of the Catholic church imi- 
tatedthe profane model, which they were impa- 
tient to deftroy. The mod refpe6lable bifliops 
had perfuaded themfelves, that the ignorant 
ruflics would more cheerfully renounce the fu- 
perftitions of Paganifm, if they found fome re- 
femblance, fome compenfation in the bofom of 

^ The refemblance of fuperilitioii> which could not be imitatedy 
imght be traced from Japan to Mexico. Warburton has feized this 
idea* which he diibrtsy by rendering it too general and abfolute 
(Diyine Legation! vol. iy« p« i26> &c.). 

K 4 Chriftianityt 
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CHAP. Chriftianity. The religion of Conftantine ^t- 

^ ^^[j ehieved, in lefs than a century, the finsil con* 

queft of the Roman empire : but the vidtors 

themfdves were infenfibly fubdued by the arts 

of their vanquiflied rivals '^ 

^ The imttation of Paganifm is the futjeft of Dr; Mddleton'* 
agreeable letter from Rome. Warburton'a animadTcrfions obliged 
Ydai to comiedl (vol. ill. p. lac— 13 a.) the hiflory of the two reli- 
gions; and to prove the antiquity of the Chriffian copy* 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Final Divijion of the Roman Empire between 
the Sons of Theodojiits. — Reign of Arcadius 
and Honorim. — Admini/iration of Rufinus 
and Stilicho. — Revolt and Defeat of Gildo 
in Africa. 

^HE genius of Rome expired with Thedofius j c h A ?• 

the lafl of the fucceflMS of Auguftus and xxix. 
Conftantine, who appeared in the field at the Divifion of 
head of their armies, and whofe authority was the empire 
nniverfally acknowledged throughout the whole A^^Idk^ 
extent of the empire; The memory of his vir- and Hono- 
tues ftill continued^ however, to ftoteSt the ^^^^ 
feeble asui inexperienced youth of his two fohs. Jan. 17. 
After the death of their father, Arcadius and 
Honorius were faluted^ by the unanimous con- 
fent of mankind, as the lawfitl emperors of the 
Eaft,. and of the Weft \ and the oath of fidelity 
was eagerly taken by every order of the ftate j 
the fenates of old and new Rome, the clergy, the 
fioagiftrates^ the foldiers, and the {^opiev Area* 
diusy who then was about eighteen years^ oi age, 
was born in Spain, in the humble habitation of a 
private family. But he received a princely edu- 
cation in the palace of Confl^ntinople ; and his 
inglorious life was fpent in that peaceful and; 
j^lendid feat of royalty, from whence he appeared 
to reign over the provinces of Thrace, Afia Mi- 
nor, Syria, and Egypt, from the lower Danube 
to the confines of Perfia and iEthiopia. Hii$ 
12 " younger 
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CHAP, younger brother, Honorius, aflumed, m the 
^^^ eleventh year of his age, the nominal government 
of Italy, Africa, Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; and 
the troops, which guarded the frontiers of hi& 
kingdom, were oppofed, on one fide, to the Ca- 
ledonians, and on the other, to the Moors. The 
great and martial pr2efe6ture of Illyricum was 
divided between the two princes : the defence 
and poflellion of the provinces of Noricum, 
Pannonia, and Dalmatia, dill belonged to 
the Weftem empire ; but the two large diocefes 
t)f Dacia and Macedonia, which Gratian had 
entrufled to the valour of Theodofius, were for 
ever united to the empire of the Eaft. The 
boundary in Europe was not very different from 
the line which now feparates the Germans and 
the Turks ; and the refpe6tive advantages of ter- 
ritory, riches,populoufnefs,and military ftrength, 
were fairly balanced and compenfated, in tliis 
final and permanent divifion of the Roman em- 
pire. The hereditary fceptre of the fons of Theo- 
dofius appeared to be the gifl of nature, and of 
their father : the generals and minifi;ers had been 
accuftomed to adore the.majefty of the royal in- 
fants ; and the army and people were not admo- 
niflied of their rights, and of their power, by the 
dangerous example of d. recent election. The 
gradual difcovery of the weaknefs of Arcadius 
and Honorius, and the repeated calamities of 
their reign, were not fufficient to obliterate the 
deep and early impreflions of loyalty. The fub- 
je6ts of Rome, who ftill reverenced the perfons, 
or rather the names, of their fovereigns, beheld, 

with 
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with equal abhorrence, the rebels who oppofed, chap. 
and the minifters who abufed, the authority of J^J^^ 
the throne. 

Theodofius had tarniflied the glory of his reign charadier 
by the elevation of Rufinus ; an odious favourite, *?f *^""" 

•^ , . niftration 

who, in an age of civil and religious fa6lion, has of Rufinus, 
deferved, from every party, the imputation of '^•^* 
every crime. The ftrong impulfe of ambition ^ 
and avarice ' had urged Rufinus to abandon his 
native country, an obfcure corner of Gaul% to 
advance his fortune in the capital of the Eaft : 
the talent of bold and ready elocution' qualified 
him to fucceed in the lucrative profeffion of the 
law; and his fuccefs in that profeflion was a 
regular flep to the mofl honourable and impor- 
tant employments of the flate. He was raifed, 
by jufl degrees, to the ftation of mafter of the 
offices. In the exercife of his various fundlions, 
fo eflfentially oonnedled with the whole fyflem of 
civil government, he acquired the confidence of 
a monarch, who foon difcovered his diligence and 
capacity in bufinefs,and who long remained igno- 
rant of the pride,the malice, and the covetoufnefs 
of his difpofition. Thefe vices were concealed 
beneath the mafk of profound diffimulation ^ } 

' Ale6lo> envious of the public felicity^ convenes an infernal fynod 
Megsra recommends her pupil Rufinus, and excites him to deeds of 
mifchiefy &c. But there is as much difference between Claudian's fiiry 
and that of Virgil» as between the charadlers of Tumus and Rufinus. 

' It is evident (Tillemonty Hift des £mp. torn. v. p. 770.)^ though 
de Marca is aihamed of his countryman, that Rufinus was bom at 
Elufa, the metropolis of Novempopulania, now a fmall village of Gaf- 
cony (D'Anville, Notice de rAncienne Gaule, p. 289.). 

^ Philoftorgius, 1. xi. c. 3. with Godefro/s Diflert. p. 440. 

* A pafiage of Suidas is exprefiive of his profoimd diifimulation ; 

his 
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CHAP, his i^ons were fubfervieitt only to the paffions 
^ ^^^ of his mailer ; yet, in the horrid maflacre <rf 
Theflalonica,tbe cruel Rufinus inflamed the fury, 
withcnit imitating the repentance, of Theodofius. 
The nmiifter, who viewed with proud indifiference 
the reft of mankind, never forgave the appear- 
ance of an injury ; and his perfonal enemies had 
forfeited in his opinion the merit of all public 
fervices* Promotus, the maflier-generai of the 
infantry, had faved the empire from the invafion 
of the Ofl:rogoths ; but be indignantly fupported 
the pre-eminence of a rival, whofe charaSer and 
profelSon he defpifed ^ and, in the midft of a 
public council, the impatient foldier was pro- 
voked to chaltife with a blow the indecent pride 
of the favourite. This aiSt of violence was repre- 
fented to the Emperor as an infult, which it was 
incumbent on Jus dignity to refent. The dif- 
grace and exile of Promotus were fignified by a 
peremptory order, to repair, without delay, to a 
military ftation on the banks of the Danube; and 
the death of that general (though he was fhiin in 
a fkirmifli with the Barbarians) was impaled to 
the pei^idious arts of Bufinus K The facriiice ^ 
an hero gratified his revenge : the honours of the 
confullhip elated his vanity ; but his power was 
flill imperfect and precarious, as l(mg as the im- 
portant polls of praefedl of the Eaft,. and of prae- 
fe& of Conftantino|yle, weie filled by Tatian *^, 

and 

^ Zofimu8> L iv. p. S7a> ^73. 

* Zotfimudy who defbribes the fall of Tatian aiid his fon (I. iv. p. 273, 
274;) afierts their innoeence : and even bis teftimony may outweigh 
the charges of their enemies (Cod. Theodof. t«m. iv. p. 489.)^ wh6 

accufe 
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and his fon Proculus ; whofe united authority chap. 
balanced, for fome time, the ambition and fa- ^j^^x> 
vour of the matter of the offices. The two pree- 
fedfcs were accufed of rapine and corruption in 
the adminiftration of the laws and finance. For 
the trial of tbefe iiluflrious o^nd^rs, the Em- 
peror conllituted a fpecial commifllon : ieveral 
judges were named to ihare the guilt andreproach 
of injuilice } but the right of pronouncing fea-, 
tence was referved to the predfideivt alone, land 
that prefident was Rufinus himfelfl The facther, 
ftrippedof the prgefe6lure of the Eaft,was tiwown 
into a 4iungeon ; but the fon, conifcious that few 
minifters cam be found innooeat, wiiere an etiC'^ 
my is their judge, had fecf etly etcaped ; and 
Rufinus rault have been fatisfied with tl»e leaft 
obnoxious vuStim, if deQK>tifm had not conde- 
(bended to employ the baf^ft and moft ungenerous 
artifice. The profecution was oonduAed with, an 
appearance of equity and moderation, which fla/t- 
tered Tation with the hope of a favourable ev^nt : 
bis confidence was fortified by the itblemn a^flfur- 
ances, and perfidious oaths, of the prefident, who 
prefumed to interpofethe lacr^d name of Theodo- 
fius himfelf ; and the unhappy father was at laft 
perfuaded to recal, by a private letter, the fugi- 
tive Pi^oculufi. He was inAantJy feized, exa- 
minedf condemned, aj^d beheaded, in one of the 
fuburbs of Conftantinople, with a precipitation 

accufe them of opprefling the Cun^. The connexion of TatuD with 
the Ariansy while he was pnefet^ of £gypt (A. D.373)^ indines 
TiUcmont to believe that he waf guiltjr of every crime (Hift. des £mp. 
torn. ▼« p. 360. Mem- £ccle£ torn. vi. p. j Sy.j* 

which 
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CHAP, which difappointed the clemency of the Empe- 
^^'^' ror. Without refpe6ling the misfortunes of a 
confular fenator^ the cruel judges of Tatian com« 
pelled him to beiiold the execution of his fon : 
the fatal cord was faftened round his own neck ; 
but in the moment when he expected, and per- 
haps defired, the relief of a fpeedy death, he was 
permitted to confume the miferable remnant of 
his old age in poverty and exile ^ The punifli- 
ment of the two praefe6ts might, perhaps, be ex- 
cufed by the exceptionable parts of their own 
conduct ; the enmity of Rufinus might be pal- 
liated by the jealous and unfociable nature of 
ambition. But he indulged a fpirit of revenge, 
equally repugnant to prudence and to juftice, 
when he degraded their native country of Lycia 
from the rank of Roman provinces ; ftigmatifed 
a guiltlefs people with a mark of ignominy ; and 
declared that the countrymen of Tatian and 
Froculus fhould ever remain incapable of hold- 
ing any employment of honour or advantage, 
under the Imperial government ^ The new 

praefedl 

^ ■ Juvenum rorantia colla 

AqU patram vultus £tn&i ceddere fecurl. 
Ibat grandsevus nato moriente fuperfies 
:u'> ^Poft trabeas exful. In Rufin; L 248. 

The/aSj of Zolimus explain the attufionj of Claudian ; but his claffie 
interpreters were ignorant of the fourth century. The fatal cord, 
J foundf with the help of Tillemont/ in a fermon of St. Afierius o{ 
Amafea. 

^ This odius law is recited^ and repealed^ by Arcadius (A. D 
396.)} in the Theodolian Code^ 1. iz. tit. xxxviil. leg. 9. The fenfe^ 
ai it b explained by Claudian (in Rufin. i. 234*) and Godefroy (torn. iii. 
p. d79*)> is perfe^Uy clear. 

■ Bxfcindere cives 
Fuaditus ; et nomen gentii delers laborat. 

i« * The 
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pr8&fe6l of the Eaft (for Rufimis inllantly fuc- c h A r- 
ceeded to the vacant honours of his adverfary) .^^^^' , 
was not diverted, however, by the mod criminal 
purfuits, from the performance of the religious 
duties, which in that age were confideried as the 
mod eflential to falvation. In the fuburb of 
Chalcedon, furnamed the Oaky he hud built a 
magnificent villa ; to which he devoutly added a 
ftately church, confecrated to the apoflles St. 
Peter and St. Paul, and continually fandtified by 
the prayers, and penance, of a regular fociety of 
monks. A numerous, and almoft general iynod 
of the bifliops of the Eaftern empire was fum- 
moned to celebrate, at the fame time, the dedi- 
cation of the church, and the baptifm of the 
founder. This double ceremony was performed 
with extraordinary pomp ; and when Rufinus was 
purified, in the holy font, from all the fins that 
he had hitherto committed, a venerable hermit 
of Egypt raflily propofed himfelf as the fponfor 
of a proud and ambitious ftatefinan ^. 

The chara£ler of Theodofius impofed on his Heop- 
miriifl;er the taflc of hypocrify, which difguifed, ^^^^ 
andfometimes reftrained, the abufe of power ; A.D.395. 
and Rufinus was apprehenfive of difi;urbing the 
indolent flumber of a prince, llill capable of 
exerting the abilities, and the virtue, which had 

The fcraples of Pagi and Tillemont can arife only from their zeal for 
the glory of Theodofius. 

' Ammonius • • • Rufinum propriis manibus fufcepit facro fonte 
mundatom* See Rofweyde's Vitse Patnim, p. 947. Sozomen (1. viii. 
c« 17.} mentions the church and monafiery; and Tillemont (Mem* 
.fcclef. torn. ix. p. 593.) records this fynod> in which St. Gregory of 
Nyfla .performed a conipipious part. 

raifed 
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CHAP, raifcd liwi to the tbrane *^ But the abfencc, and 
^^^ , fixm afterwards, the death, of the Emperor, coo* 
finned the al^folute authority 4>f Rufinus over 
the perfon and domifiknis of Arcadnis ; a feeble 
youtli, whom the imperious praefeft coniidered 
as bis pupil, rathei: than hisfiyvereign. Regard-* 
lefs of the public opimoti, he indulged his paffioits 
without remorfe, and without reMance ^ and bis 
malignant and rapacious fj^fit rejected every 
paffion lliait migjht have contrabuted to his own 
glory, ^r the happinefi of the people. His ava- 
rice ", whiob feems to have prevailed in his cor- 
TtBipt mifid, over -every other fentiment, attrafted 
the ^wealth of the Eaft, by the various arts <jf 
Partial, and general, extortion ; oppreffive taxes, 
fcatidalous bribery, immoderate fines, unjwil con-» 
fifcations, forced orfi6titiousteftaments,by which 
the tyrant deipoiled -of Ifheir lawful inheritance 
thechildren of ftrangersyor enemies; andthepub- 
lic fale of juftice, as well as of favour, whidh he 
inftituted in the palace of Conftantiitople. Tlie 

'° Montefipiieu (Eiprit dss Sioizy LxS. c.^o.) praufes om of the 
laws of Theodofiusy addrefled to the praefedl Rufinus (L ix. tit. iv. leg. 
unic.)) to dft&ourage the profecution of treafonabley or facrilegiousy 
words. A tynmrlirftl ihtfute always pvoyes the enftonce of tjrxaxmy i 
but a laudable edi£k may only contain the fpecious prafeffionsy or in- 
efie^ual wiihesy of the prince> or his minifter^. Thi^y I am afifaid* 
is ajuit» though mortifyingy canon of csitioifin. 

" I fludtibus auri 

Expleri ille calor nequit — — 



Congeftte cumulantur opes ; orbifque rapinas 

Accipit una domus . 
TkM duKmSker (Claudian. in Rufin. i. 1^4 — 290.) is confirmed by 
Jeromt a difinterefted 'witnds (dedecus infatiabiHs avarkisey torn. L ' ad 
Helipdor. p. 96,), by Zofimns (!• ^. p. iiB6.)» and. by Sddas^ ^idia 
copied the hiftory of Eunapius* ^ 

ambitious 



OF THB ROMAN EMPIRE. ^^^ 

ambitious candidate eagerly folicited, at the ex- chap. 
pence of the faireft part of his, patrimony, the XXDC 
honours and emoluments of fome provincial gor 
vernment : the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the mod liberal pur- 
chafer ; and the public difcontent was fometimes 
appeafed by thefacrificeof an unpopular criminal, 
whofe punifliment was profitable only to the prae- 
fe€t of the Eaft, his accomplice and his judge. If 
avarice were not the blinded of the human pad 
iionsy the motives of Rufinus might excite our 
curiofityj and we might be tempted to inquire, 
with what view he violated every principle of hu- 
manity and juftice, to accumulate thofe immenfe 
treafures, which he could not fpend withoutfoUy, 
nor poflels without danger. Perhaps be vainly, 
imagined, that he laboured for the intereft of an. 
only daughter, on whom h^ intended tobeftow his 
royal pupil, and the auguft rank of Emprefs of 
the Eaft. Perhaps he deceived himfelf by the 
opinion, that his avarice was the inftrument of 
his ambition. He afpired to place his fortune on 
a fecure and independent bails, which Ihould no 
longer depend on the caprice of the young Em- 
peror ; yet he neglected to conciliate the hearts 
of the foldiers and people, by the liberal diftri- 
bution of thofe riches, which he had acquired 
with fo much toi), and with fo much guilt. The 
extreme parfimony of Rufinus left him only the 
reproach, and envy, of ill^otten wealth j his de- 
pendents ferved him without attachment ; the 
univerfal hatred of mankind was reprefled only 
by the influence of fervile fear. The fate of 
TpL. V. i;. Lucian 
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CHAP. Lucian proclaimed to the Eaft, that the prasfeft, 
^ ^^^ whofe induftry was much abated in the difpatch 
of ordinary bufinefs, was aftive and indefatigable 
in the purfuit of revenge. Lucian, the fon of the 
prasfe^ Florentius, the oppreffor of Gaul, and the 
enemy of Julian, had employed a confiderable 
part of his inheritance, the fruit of rapine and 
corruption, to purchafe the fnendflrip of Ruiinus, 
and the high office of Count of the Eaft. But the 
new magiftrate imprudently departed from the 
maxims of the court, and of the times ; difgraced 
his beneJ[a6i:or, by the contrail of a virtuous and 
temperate adminiflration ; and prefiimed to re- 
fiife an a6l of injuftice, which might have tended 
to the profit of the Emperor's uncle. Arcadius 
was eafily perfuaded to refent the fuppofed infult ; 
and the Praefe^t of the Eaft refolved to execute in 
perfon the cruel vengeance, which he meditated 
againft this ungrateful delegate of hts power. He 
performed with inceflant ^eed the journey of 
feven or eight hundred miles,fromCowftaBtinojfe 
to Antioch, entered the capital of Syria tit the 
dead of night, and fpread univerfal conftemation 
among a people, ignorant of his defign, but not 
ignorant of his charadler. The Count of the fiC 
teen provinces of the Eaft was dragged, like the 
vileft malefactor, before the arbitrary tribunal trf 
Rufinus. Notwithftanding the cleareft evidence 
of his integrity, which was not impeached eveff 
by the voice of an accufer, Lucian was coodemfied 
almoft without a trial, to fuflfer a cruel and igno- 
minious punifhment. The minifters of the tyrant, 
by the order, and in the prefence, of their mafter, 
10 beat 
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beat him on the neck with leather thongs, armed chap. 
at the extremities with lead; and when he fainted J^^^^ 
under the violence of the pain, he was removed 
in a clofe litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the eyes of the indignant city. No fooner had 
ilufinus perpetrated this inhuman a6l, the fole 
obje€i; of his expedition, than he returned, amidfl 
the deep, and filent, curfes of a trembling people, 
from Antioch to Conflantinople ; and his dili- 
gence was accelerated, by the hope of aceom- 
pliihing, without delay, the nuptials of his 
daughter with the Emperor of the Eaft ". 

But Rufiiius foon experienced, that a prudent He » dif. 
minifter Ihould conftantly fecure his royal captive *pp«^'«* 
by the ftrong, though invifible, chain of habit j nage of 
^nd that the merit, and much more eafily the ^^i*^* 
favour, of the abfent, are obliterated in a fliort April ay!^' 
time from the mind of a weak and capricious 
fovereign. While the praefe^ fatiated his revenge 
at Antioch, a fecret conQ)iracy of the favourite 
eunuchs, diredled by the great chamberlain Eu- 
tropius, undermined his power in the palace of 
Conflantinople. They difcovered that Arcadius 
was not inclined to love the daughter of Rufinus, 
who had been choferf , without his confettt, for his 
bride ; and they contrived to fubflitate in her 
place the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto '% 

" _._ Csetera fegnis ; 

Ad facinus velox ; pemtus r^ione reznotas 

Impi^ire'vias. 
ISiis alluficUtof'Claudian (in Ruiih. u 241*} is again explained by tht 
drcumftantial nanrative 6( Xofitwla (J. v. p. a83, a89.). 

>3 Z<ifimu8i(dw ivcp* a43i^}f|M«ur08 the valouiTf pvM<ifince».aild lotegjriQr 

L 1 ag^ 
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C HA P, a general of the Franks in the fervice of Rome j 
^""^ and who was educated, fince the death of her 
father, in the family of the fons of Promotus. The 
young Emperor, whqfe chaftity had been ftri6tly 
guarded by the pious care of his tutor Arfenius'% 
eagerly liftened to the artful and flattering defcnp- 
tions of the charms of Eudoxia : he gazed with 
impatient ardour on her picture, and h^ under- 
Hood the neceffity of concealing his amorous 
defigns from the knowledge of a minifter, who was 
fo deeply interefted to oppofe the confummation 
of hi§ happinefs. Soon after the. return of Rufinus, 
the approaching ceremony of the royal nuptials 
was announced to the people of Conftantinople, 
who prepared to celebrate, with falfe and hollow 
acclamations, the fortune of his daughter. A 
fplendid train of eunuchs and oiBcers iflued, in 
hymeneal pomp, from tlje gates of the palace j 
bearing aloft the diadem, the robes, and the in- 
eftimable ornaments, of the future Emprefs. The 
iblemn proceffion pafled through the ftreets of the 
city, which were adorned with garlands, and filled 
with fpe£tators ; but, when it reached the houle of 
the fons of Promotus, the principal eunuch re- 
IpeftfuUy entered the manfion, invefled the fair 
Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and conduced 
her in triumph to the palace and bed of Arca- 
dius 'K The fecrecy, and iuccefs, with which 

this 

'^ Aifeniiu efcaped from the palace of Coiiibntinople> and palled 
fifty-five yean in rigid penance in thejnonafieries of Egypt. See 
Tillemonti Mem. Ecdef. tom.xiv.p. 676— 702.; and Fleury, Hiii. 
EccleC tonu v. p. I9 &c. : but the latter^ for want of authentic mate- 
rials/ has given too ntach credit to the legend of Metaphraftes* 

'f This ftory (Zofimus, 1. v. p. ^90.} proves that the hymeneal 
ritea of antiquity were fiill pradtiiiedi without idolatry^ by the Chrifiians 

of 
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this confpiracy againft Rufinus had been con- C HA P. 
du6led, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule ^™^* 
on the cbara6t:er of a minifter, who had fuffered 
faimfelf to be deceived, in a poft where the arts 
of deceit and dillimulation conflitute the mod 
diftinguilhed merit. He confidered, with a mix- 
ture of indignation and fear, the vidlory of an 
afpiring eunuch, who had fecretljr captivated the 
favour of his fovereign ; and the difgrace of* his 
daughter, whofe intereft was infeparably con- 
nefited with his own, wounded the tendertiefs, 
or, at lead, the pride of Rufinus. At the mo- 
ment when he flattered himielf that he fliould 
become the father of a line of kings, a foreign 
maid, who had been educated in the houfe of his 
implacable enemies, was introduced into th^ 
Inxperial bed ; and Eudoxia foon diiplayed a fu- 
periority of fenfe and Ipirit, to improve the af- 
cendant which her beauty muft acquire over the 
mkid of a fond and youthful hufband. The Em- 
peror would foon be inftrudted to hate, to fear, 
and to deftroy the powerful fubjeft, whom he 
had injured ; and the confcioufnefs of guilt dle- 
prived Rufinus of every hope, either of fafety or 
comfort, in the retirement of a privatte life. 
But he ilill poflefTed the moil effeflual means of 
defending his dignity, and perhaps of opprefl^ 
ing his enemies. The praefcft flill exercMed an 
uncontrouled authority over the civil and mili- 
tary government of the Eaft i and his treafures, 

of the Eaft ; and the hnde -vnM/brdhlj conduAed from the houfe of 
hec; parents to that of herhuftand. Our form of marriage requires 
widi left ddicacyy the exprels and public confent of a yirgin. 

^3 ^ 
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C H 4 P« if he could refolve to ufb them, might be em« 
\^^^^1j P^^y^^ *^ procure proper inftruments, for the ex- 
ecution of the blackeft deiigns, that pride, ambi<^ 
tion, and revenge could luggeil to a deiperate 
ftatefman. The chara^r of Rufinus feemedto 
juftify the accufations, that he confpired againft 
the perfon of his fovereign, to feat him&lf on tha 
vacant throne ; and that he had fecretly invited 
the Huns, and the Goths, to invade the provinces 
of the empire, and to increafe the public confu- 
fion. The fubtle praefe£l, ivhofe life had been 
Q>ent in the intrigues of the palace, oppofed^ with 
equal arms, the artful meafures of the eunuch 
Eutropius 'y but the timed foul of Rufinus was 
aftonifhed by the hoftile approach of a more for*.* 
XQidable rival, of the great Stilicho, the general, or 
rather the matter, of the empire? of the Weft'^ 
CharaAer The celeftial gift which Achilles obtained^ and 
^^stiiicho Alexander envied, of a poet worthy to celebrate 
fier, and the a^lious of hcroes, has been enjoyed by Stili- 
^nerai, ^^Jjq. Jj, ^ much higher degree than might have 
Wefiem been expedled from the declining Hate of genius, 
«np»rc- and of art. The mufe of Claudian '% devoted to 
his fervice, was always prepared to fligmatife his 
' adveriaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, with eternal 
infamy ; or to paint, in the mqft iplendid colours^ 
the vi6borie9, and virtues, of a powerful bena^ 
fa£ton In the review of a period indifferently 

'^ Zoiimus (l.v. p*a90.)^ Orofius (I. vil. 0.37.)^ and the Chro- 
nide of Marcellinus, CUudian (In Rufin. ii. 7 — loo.) paintst in 
lively coloun, the diib-efs and guilt of the praefed. 

'' Sttlicl|o» din^ly or iQcJirei^llyt )s tb$ perpetual tkf me of Oapdiai^* 
The youth and private life of the hero apt vaguely «3(pr«fi«d in the 
poem on Us firA cpnfulihipt ai--*l4Pt • 

fupplied 
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fijjppUed with authentic materials, ve cannot cuafi 
refufe to illuftrate the annals of Honorius, from ^™^ 
the inve3;ives, or the panegyrics^ of a con- 
temporary writer ; but as Claudian appears to 
have indulged the moil ample privilege of a poet 
4Uid a courtier, fome criticifin will be requifite 
to tranllate the language of fiftion, or exag- 
geration, into the truth and fimplicity of hif- 
toric profe. His iilence concerning the family 
of Stiiicho may be admitted as a proof, that 
his patron was neither able, nor defirous, to 
boaft of a long feries of illuftrious progenitors; 
and the flight mention of his father, an officer 
of Barbarian cavalry, in the fervice of Valensi, 
ieems to countenance the aflertion, that the 
general, who fo long commanded the armies of 
Rome, was defcended from the &vage and per- 
£dious race o( the Vandals '\ If Stilicho had 
not poflefled the external advantages of ftrength 
andftature, the moft flattering bard, in the pre- 
ience of fo many thoufand ipeAators, would 
ha«% hefitated to affirm, that he furpafled the 
m^afureofthedemi-gods of antiquity; and, that 
whenever he moved, with lofty fteps, through the 
ilreets of the capital, the aflxmiflied crowd made 
room for the ftranger, who difplayed, in a private 
condition, the awful majefty of a hero. From 
his earlieft youth he embraced the profeflion of 
arms ; his prudence and valour were ibon diftin- 
guiflied in the field ; the horfemen and archers 

** Vandalonimt imbellif^ aTane* pcrfid«> eC dblofe^ gentis, genere 
cditiu. Orofiu8» L vii. c. 38. Jerom <toB^. L 9A Geroatiam^ p. 93O 
q|Ib him a Semt&ilNunaii. 

L 4 of 
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^Yj^ ^* of the Eaft admired his fuperior dexterity ; and 
iL ^ If in each degree of his military promotions, the 
public judgment always prevented and approved 
the choice of the fovereign. He was named by 
Theodofius, to ratify a folemn treaty with the 
monarch of Perfia : he fupported, during that 
important embaffy, the dignity of the Roman 
name; and after his return to Conftantinople, his 
merit was rewarded by an intimate and honour- 
able alliance with the Imperial family. Theodo- 
fius had been prompted by a pious motive of 
fraternal affection, to adopt for his own, the 
daughter of his brother Honorius ; the beauty 
and accoinplifliments of Serena* were univerfelly 
admired by the obfequious court ; and Stilicho 
obtained the preference over a crowd of rivals, 
who ambitioufly dilputed the hand of the princefs, 
and the favour of her adoptive father *°. The 
afTurance that the bufband of Serena would be 
faithful to the throne, which he was permitted 
to approach, engaged the Emperor to exak the 
fortunes, and to employ the abilities, of the faga- 
cious and intrepid Stilicho. He rofe through 
the fucceffive fteps of mailer of thehorfe, and 
His miii- couut of the domcflics, to the fupreme rank of 
^^°"^" mafter-general of all the cavalry and infantry of 

'9 Claudian, in an imperfe^ poem, has drawn a fair, pexliaps a flat- 
teringy portrait of Serena. That fayourite niece of Tlieodofius was 
bom* as well as her filter Thermantia, in Spain ; from whence, in 
their earlieft youth, they were honourably conducted to the palace of 
Conftantinople. . 

^ Some doubt may be entertained, whetjiei; this adoption was legal, 
or only meUphorical (See Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p, 75.}. An old 
inlcription gives Stilicho the fingular title of Progener Diw Thegdofiu 

the 
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the Roman, or at leaft of the Weftern, em- chap. 
pire"} and his enemies confeffed, that he in- ^ xxix, 
variably difdained to barter for gold the rewards 
of merit, or to defraud the foldiers of the pay 
and gratifications, which they deferved, or 
claimed, from the liberality of the date". The 
valour and condu€): which he afterwards dis- 
played, in the defence of Italy, againft the 
arms of Alaric and Radagaifus, may juilify 
the fame of his early atchievements ; and in an 
age lefi attentive to the laws of honour, or of 
pride, the Roman generals might yield the pre- 
eminence of rank, to the afcendant of Supe- 
rior genius *\ He lamented, and revenged, the 
murder of Promotus, his rival and his friend ; 
and the maflacre of many thoufands of the 
flying Baftarnas is reprefented by the poet, as 
a bloody lacrifice, which the Roman Achilles 
ofiered to the manes of another Patroclus. The 
virtues and vidlories of Stilicho deferved the 
hatred of Rufinus: and the arts of calumny 



'' Claudian (Laus Serenae» 190. 193.) exprefleSf ia poetic Unguagc^ 
tlie << dile^us equonim^'' and the ^ gemino mox idemi culmine duxk 
« agmiiuu" The infcription adds» ^ count of the domeftics/' an 
important command* which Stilicho» in the height of his grandeur^ 
might prudently retain. 

^ The beautiful lines of Claudian (in i ConC Stilich. iL x 13.) difplay 
bij genius: but the integrity of Stilicho (in the military adminifba- 
tion) is much more firmly efiabliihed by the unwilling evidence of 
.Zofimus(l.v« p*3450* 
\. '^ Si bellica moles 

. Ingruerety quamvis annis et jure minoriy 
Cedere grandsevos equitum peditumque magiftros 
Adfpicere s ^ ■ Claudian* Laus Seren. p. i^6f &c« 

A modem general would deem their fubmiffiooy dther heroic patri- 
otUin, or abjei5l iervility. 

might 
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CHAP, might have been fiicoefsful, if the teBder an4 
XXIX. vigilant Serena had oot pr^e6ted her huibaad 
againfl his domeflic fbes, whiUt he vaaqwlhed 
in the field the enemies of the empire *^. Theoi* 
dofius continued to fupport an umvorthy mi* 
nifter, to whoie diligence he delegated the 
government of the palace, and of the £aft ; 
but when he marched againft the tyrant £i]ge- 
niiifij he aflbciated his faithful general to the 
labours and glories of the civil war ; a«d, in 
the lail moments of his life, the dying monarch 
jeoommended to StUicho die care of his fens, 
and of the repuUic ^^ The ambition and (he 
Abilities of Stilicho were not unequal to the im- 
portant truijt ; and he cliaimed the guardianihip 
of the two empires, during the minodrity of Arca- 
dius and Hpnorius''^ The firil mWiue of bis 
adminiilration, or rather of his reign, di%layed to 
the nations the vigour and activity of a ^ttit 
worthy to command. He paiTed the Alpa ia 
the depth of winter ; defcended the ftream of 

** Compare the poem on tlie firft confulihip (L 95 — 1x5.) with the 
Laus Serena («a7-^a37> where it unfoitiitately hreakft off). We 
votf perceive die deep mvetefate mshce of Rtdfaius* 

« ■■■■ Q pxxAfratriInu ipfe 

Svcedensy cfypenmtjue deieiiiofem<]tie deuiiii* 
Yet the nomination (ivConC Hon. 43}.) was privAte ^-Conf.Hoiu 
I4».) cna6to8 diftredere . • . jnbet ; and may th e itfu r e be ^fpedled. 
ZofocRy and Suidas, apply to Stificho^ and Rufimi8> the fione tqoal 
title of EnriT^oTTOt, gvanfiansy or pmeura tow. 1 

^ The Roman law diftinguiihes two forts of nunwrty^ ~^MiA ex- 
pired at the age of fourteen, and of twenty^flye. The one was f^ojedl 
to the tutori or guardian^ dFthe perfen; the odier to the eurator, or 
trufiee^ of the eftate (Heineccius, Anitiquitat.Rom. ad Juriiprude&t. per- 
tinent. L i. tit.xxii. zxiii. p.3xS— 434.). But thefefe)^ ideas wqne 
never atcnrateiy tnuuferrcd into the conRitutioii of an eieGiivc 
monarchy* 

the 
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the Khine, from the £>rtrefs of Bafil to the c h A B* 
marches of Batavia ; reviewed the ftate of the ^ ^^ . 
garrifons; reprefled the enterprifes of the Ger* 
maos.; and, aikx eflaJblifhiog along the banks a 
firm and honourable peace^ returned with incra* 
dible ^eed to the palace of Milan ^\ The per- 
fon and court of Honorius were £ubje6t to the 
mafter-general of the Well ^ and the armies and 
provinces of Europe obeyed, without hefitation, 
a regular authority, which was exercifed in the 
name of their young fovereign. Two rivals only 
remained to difpute their claims, and to provoke 
the vengeance, of Stilicho. Within the limits of . 
Africa, Gildo, the Moor, maintained a proud and 
dangerous independence; and the minifter of 
Conftantinople aflerted his equal reign over the 
Emperor,. and the empire, of the Eaft. 

The impartiality which Stilicho aflQbd;ed, as the The M 
common guardian of the royal brothers^, engaged "^^J^ 
him to regulate the equal divifion of the arms, A.D.395^ 
the jewdb; and the magnificent wardrobe and fur- ^^^* *^** 
niture of the decealed Emperor ^^ But the mo& 
important objeA of the inheritance confifted of 
the numerous l^ions^ cohorts, andfquadrons of 
Romans, or Barbarians, whom the event of the 
civil war had united under the ftandard of Theo- 
dofius. The various multitudes of Europe and 



'7 Sm Cl«udiiii (t CoqT. SMtiu I t«8~t4S^$ hiA fat mnft dimr 
more than fifteen days for the journey and return betMreea Milaa 4Uid 
Leyden* 

^^ I Conf. Stilich.ii. 8S»<^4- Not only the robes «nd diadOBie flf 
the deceaiedEmpenuv but even the helmets* fwoniUhilts^ belt% fsmaJSnh 
Ito* were enriched with peaij% cweiald^ md diamonds* 



Afia» 
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CHAP. Afia, exafperated by recent atiimofities, were 
overawed by the authority of a fingle man ; and 
the rigid difcipline of Stilicho protected the lands 
of the citizen from the rapine of the licentious 
foldier '''. Anxious, however, and impatient, to 
relieve Italy from the prefence of this formidable 
hod, which could be ufeful only on the frontiers 
of the empire, he liftened to the juft requifition of 
the minifter of Arcadius, declared his intention 
of re-condu6ling in perfon the troops of the Eaft; 
and dexteroufly employed the rumoUr of a Gothic 
tumult, to conceal his private defigns of ambition 
and revenge ^°. The guilty foul of Rufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warrior and a 
rival, whole enmity he deferved ; he computed, 
with increafing terror, the narrow (pace of his 
life and greatnefs ; and, as the laft hope of lafety, 
he interpofed the authority of the Emperor Ar- 
cadius. Stilicho, who appears to have direfted 
his march along the fea-coaft of the Hadriatic, 
was not far diftant from the city of Theilalonica, 
when he received a peremptory meffage, to recal 
the troops of the Eaft, and to declare, that Ms 
nearer approach would be confidered, by the 



*' Tantoque remoto 

Principeymutatas oibis non fenfit habenas. 
This high commendation (i Conf. Sdl. i. 149.) Wy be juftified by 
the fears of the 'dying Emperor (de Bell. GUdon. 29a — joi.)-; and the 
peace and good order which were enjoyed after hi8 death (i Coq£ 
StiL i. 150— >i68.). 

^"^ Stilicho's march, and the death of Rufinus* are defcribed by 
Claudian (in Rufin. l.ii. loi — 453>>' Zofimus (1. v. p. 496, a97.)i 
Sozomen (I. viii. c. i.), Socrates (1. vi. c. r.), Philofloi^gius (1. xi. c. 3. 
with Godefroy^ p. 44i*)» sind the Chronicle of Marcelfinos. 

Byzantine 
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Byzantine court, as an a6l of hoftility. The chap. 
prompt and unexpe6led obedience of the general ^^^' 
of the Weft, convinced the vulgar of his loyalty 
and moderation; and, as he had already engaged 
the afie6tion of the Eaftern troops, he recom- 
mended to their zeal the execution of his 
bloody defign, which might be accompliftied in 
his abfence, with lefs danger perhaps, and with 
lefs reproach. Stilicho left the command of the 
troops of the iEaft toGainas, the Goth, on whofe 
fidelity he firmly relied j with an afTurance, at 
leaft, that the hardy Barbarian would never be 
diverted from his purpofe by any confideration of 
fear or remorfe. The foldiers were eafily per- 
fuaded to punifh the enemy of Stilicho, and of 
Borne ; and fuch was the general hatred which 
^ufinus had excited, that the fatal fecret, com- 
municated to thoulands, was faithfully preferved 
during the long march from Theflalonica to the 
gates of Conftantinople. As foon as they had 
refolved his death, they condefcended to flatter 
his pride ; the ambitious praefefil was feduced to 
believe that thofe powerful auxiliaries might be 
tempted to place the diadem on his head ; and 
the treafurcB which he diftributed, with a tardy 
and reiu6iant hand, were accepted by the indig- 
nant multitude, as an infult, rather than as a gifl. 
At the diftance of a mile from the capital, in the 
field of Mars, before the palace of Hebdomon, 
the troops halted : and the Emperor, as Well as 
his minifter, advanced, according to ancient cu£^ 
torn, refpe6lfully to falute the power which fup- 
ported their throne. As Rufinus pafled along the 

ranks. 
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C HA P, ranks, and diiguifed, with ftudied courteiy, his 
^^^^'^ innate haughtinefs, the wings infenfibly wheeled 
from the right and left, and inclofed the devoted 
vi6tim within the circle of their arms. Before 
he could refiedl on the danger of his fituation, 
Grainas gave the fignal of death ; a daring and 
forward foldier plunged his fword into the 
bread of the guilty praefe^, and Rufinus fell, 
groaned and expired, at the feet of the af- 
frighted Emperor. If the agonies of a moment 
could expiate the crimes of a whole life, or if 
the outrages ihflifited on a breathlefs corpfe 
could be the objedb of pity, our humanity might 
perhaps be afibfted by the horrid circumftances 
which accompanied the murder of Rufinus. His 
mangled body was abandoned to the brutal fru^y 
of the populace of either fex, who haftened in 
crowds, from every quarter of the city, to trample 
on the remains of the haughty minifter, at whofe 
frown they had fo lately trembled. His right 
hand was cut off, and carried through the ftreets 
of Conflantinople, in cruel mockery, to extort 
contributions for the avaricious tyrant, whofe 
head was publicly expofed, borne aloft on the 
point of a long lance **. According to the la- 
vage maxims of the Greek republics, his inno- 
cent family would have fhared the punifliment 
of his crimes. The wife and daughter of Ru- 
finus were indebted for their fafety to the 
influence of religion. Her fanftuary prote61fed 

- 3* Tlie MffiSim «f RnfiniKy vAJadti. Cl»idian petibivu with th* 
ikv<y Q^pltmft of an amirq^ft (id Raifin.ii. 405-*-4i5.Jb is likewife 
fpec^ed by Zofimiis aad Jeram (torn. i. p. 46.). 

them 
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them froin the raging madnefs of the people ; chap, 
and they were permitted to fpend the remainder , ^^^^^ 
of their lives in the exercifes of Chriftian devo- 
tioti^ in the peacefiil retirement of Jerufalem^\ 

The ferviie poet of StUidio applauds, with fe- ^cordof 
roeious^ jcy, this horrid deed, which, in the exe- empire^ 
cotion, perhaps, of juftice, violated every law of A.D.396, 
nature and focxety, profiined the majefly of the 
prince, and renew^^ the dangerous examples of 
military licence. The contemplation of the uni. 
verfid order and harmony had fatisfied Claudian 
of the eKiftenceof the Deity ; but the profperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradict his mo^ 
ral attributes ; and the fate of Rufinus was the 
only eventwhich could difpel the religious doubts 
of die poet ^^ Such an a^^ might vindicate the 
honour of Providence ; but it did not much con* 
tribute to the happinefi of the people. In lefi 
thao three months liiey were informed of the 
maxims of the new admtniftration, by a lingular 
ediCfc, which eAa^liihed the exclufive right of the 
treafary over the ipoiis of Rufinus ^ and filenced, 
ufid^ heavy penalties the prefumptuous claims 
0f the MqeStn of the Eaftern empire, who had 

^ 'Che Pagan Zofimut mentiMn thdr iandhiaiy^and pSgrimage. 
The fifter of Rufiniu» Sylvanuif who pafled her life at Jeru^eiOy is 
famout in numaftic hiftoiy. x. The ftudious yirgin had diligently^ 
and even-fepeatedly^ penifed the commentators on the lnble» Origen» 
Qrtgiat^9 Bafily &c. to the amount of five miUions of lines* %* At 
the age of tiireeicorey ihe could boafit that (he had never waihed her 
handiy hoOf or any part of her whole body> except the tips of her fti- 
gen* to SBcave the communion* See the YiUe I^itrum^ p. 7 79* 977. 

^ See the beautiful exordium of his invedtiye againft Rufinus, which 
is curioiifly difcufledfby ihe ifcqpitic Bo^. RUftiogiwine Critique^ 

been 
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CHAP, been injured by his rapacious tyranny^*. . Eveti 
Stilicho did not derive from the murder pf his 
rival, the fruit, which he had propofed; and 
though he gratified his revenge, his ambition 
was difappointed. Under the name of a fa- 
vourite, the weaknefs of Arcadius required a 
mailer, but he naturally preferred the obfe- 
quious arts of the eunuch Eutropius, who had 
obtained his domeflic confidence ; and the Em- 
peror contemplated, with terror and averfion, 
the ftern genius of a foreign warrior. Till they 
were divided by the jealoufy of power, the fword 
of Gainas, and the charms of Eudoxia, fupported 
the favour of the great chamberlain of the palace: 
the pei-fidious Goth, Ayho was appointed mafter- 
general of the Eaft, betrayed, without fcruple, 
the intereft of his benefactor ; and the fame 
troops, who had fo lately mafTacred the enemy of 
Stilicho, were engaged to fupport, againft him, 
the independence of the throne of. Conftanti- 
nople; The favourites of Arcadius fomented a 
fecret and irrecencileable war againft a formid- 
able hero, who afpired to govern, and to defend^ 
the two empires of Rome, and the two fons of 
Tbeodofiuss They inceflantly laboured, by 
dark and treacherous machinations, to deprive 
him of the efteem of the prince, the refpefit 
of the people, and the friendfliip of the Bar* 
barians. The life of Stilicho was repeatedly 
attempted by the dagger of hired afTaflins ; and 
a decree was obtained, from the fenate of Con- 

^^ See the Theodofian Cod^t I ix. tiuxE, leg. 149 15. The new 
mmifters attempted^ with inconfiftent avaricey to feize the Ipoils of 
thebrpredeceflbri and to provide for their own future ftcuritjr. 

12 ftantinople. 
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ftahtiiiople, to declare him an enemy of the re- C H A P. 
public, and to confifcate his ample pofleffions in .J™^^ 
the provinces of the Eaft. At a time when the 
only hope of delaying the ruin of the Roman 
tiame, de}>ended on the firm union, and recipro- 
cal aid, of all the nations to whom it had been 
gradually communicated, the fubjefils (rf Area- 
flius ahd Honorius were inftru6bed, by their re* 
ipe6live mailers, to view each other in a foreign, 
and even hoftile, light ; to rejoice in th^ir mutual 
calamities, and to embrace, as theirfkithful allies, 
the Barbarians, whom they excited to invade the 
territories of their countrymen ". The natives 
4)f Italy afFe6led to defpife the fervile and eflfe- 
miriate Greeks of Byzantium, who prefumed to 
imitate the drefs, and to ufurp the dignity, of 
fioman fenators ^^ ; and the Greeks had not y6t 
foTgdt the (entiments of hatred ^and contempt, 
which tlreir poliifaed anceftors had fo long enter^ 
tained for thie rude inhabitants of the Weft, The 
diftin6lion of two governments, which foon pro- 
duced the feparation of two nations, will juftify 
my defign of fdfpending the feries of the Byzan- 
tine htftory, to profecnte, without interruption. 



« See Giaudian (i Conf. StiJich, 1. i. 275. 292. 596. L ii. 83> a«*d 
Zdiimas, l.v. p. 303. 

^ Clawlian turns the confuUhip of tbe eunuch Eutroptus into jf^ 
national Tefle<ftion (I. ii. 134.)- 

■ Plaudentem cerne fenatiim 

Et Byzantines proceres, Graiofqiie Quirites : 
O ^tribus plebe^ O digni confule patres. ** 
''It is corJoiis to obferve the firft fymptoms of jeitloufy atid fchiijB, 
between old and new Kome, between the Greeks and Latins. 

VOL. y. M the 
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c H A P. the di%raceful, but memorable, reign of Ho- 

s » norms. 

Revolt of The prudent Stilicho, inftead of perfifting to 
Afrkir foi'ce the inclinations of a prince, and people, 
A.D. who reje6led his government, wifely abandoned 
386—328. j4|^i'cadius to his unworthy favourites; and his re- 
lu6lance to involve the two empires in a civil war 
difplayed the moderation of a minifter, who had 
fo often lignalifed his military fpirit and abilities. 
But if Stilicho had any longer enduried the revolt 
of Africa, he would have betrayed the fecurity of 
the capital, and the majefty of the Weftern Em- 
peror to the capricious infolence. of a Moorilh 
rebel. Gildo ", the brother of the tyrant Firmus, 
hadpreferved and obtained, as the reward of his 
apparent fidelity, the immenfe patrimony which 
was forfeited by treafon ; Jong and meritorious 
fervice, in the armies of Rome, raifedhim.to the 
dignity of a military count ; the narrow policy of 
the court of Theodofius had adopted the mif- 
.ehievous expedient, of fupporting a legal go- 
vernment by the intereft of a powerful family ; 
.and thQ brother of Firmus was invefted with the 
command of Africa. His ambition foonufurped 
the adminiftration of juftice, and of the finances, 
without account, and without controul ; and he 
maintained, during a reign of twelve years, the 
poffeffion of an office from which it was impoffible 

^' Claudian may have exaggerated the vices of Gildo ; but hi« 
Mooriih. extra<5tion, his n(Ttorious a^tiQnsy and the complai|its of 
St. Augu,ftin> may juflify the poet's inveAives. Barotiius (AnnaL Ec« 
clef. A,D. 398. >N 25 — 5$») has treated the African^ rebellion wUk 
£(111 and learning. *"^ .-». 

to 
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to remove him, without the danger of a civil chap. 
war. During thofe twelve years, the province ^ ^*^ 
•of Africa groaned under the dominion of a ty- 
rant, who feemed to unite the unfeeling temper 
of a ftranger, with the partial refentments of 
domeflic fa6lion. The forms of law were often 
fuperfeded by the ufe of poifon ; and if th& 
trembling guefls, who were invited to the table 
of Gildo, prefumed to exprefs their fears, the 
infolent fufpicion ferved only to excite his fury, 
and he loudly fummoned the miniilers of death. 
Gildo alternately indulged the paflions of ava^ 
rice and luft^' ; and if his days were terrible to 
the rich, his nights were not lels dreadful to 
hulbands and parents. The faired of their wives 
and daughters were proftituted to the embraces 
of the tyrant ; and afterwards abandoned to a 
ferocious troop of Barbarians and afiaffins, the 
black, or fwarthy, natives of the defert j whom 
Gildo coniidered as the only guardians of his 
throne. In the civil war between Theodofius 
and Eugenius, the count, or rather the fovereign, 
of Africa, maintained a haughty and fufpicious 
neutrality; refufed to alfiH either of the con- 
tending parties with troops or veffels, expe£bed , . 
the declaration of fortune, and referved for the 

'' Inftat tenftilh viyi8» morieiitibiis hsre8> 

Virginibus raptor, thalamis obfcsnus adulter. 

Nulla quies : oritur praedd ceilknte libido* 

Divitibufque dies, et nox metuenda mantis. 
-~— — Mauris dariffima quaeque 

Faitidita datur. - 
Baronius condemns, ftill more fevcrely, the licentioufnefs of Gildo ; 
as his wife, his daughter, and his lifter, were examples of perfect chaf- 
tity. The adulteries of the African foldiers are checked by one of the 
Im;erial laws. 

M 2 conqueror. 
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c H A P. cbi^querbr, the v!aih proFtifflons of Ms aHegiinre* 
xii'x. gy^^h i^rbfelftoris wbiild tiot have fetifefied the 
mailer of the Roman world: hut the death of 
TKeodbfius, and the Weakfaefsind difcbhl'of his 
fonS, cohfiriiied the poKvev of tire Mbbr'; 'Ulib 
eonderceritled, as a prbbf of his mbderation, ti> 
, tibftaih ft'6\n tlie ufe of the diadem, strid tb fijf)- 
p\y tlbrtle ^{th the cdllbmary tribute, or rdth^r 
fubfidy, of corn. Ih ev^^ry divifibli bf the eHitpirfe, 
the ^five provinces bf At\ica tvere JnviHably ^f- 
fighed to the Weft; and Gildo had cbiifeiitiia 
to govern that extetifive coiiiltry in the hanle 6f 
Honorins ; but his knbVvledge of the charatSer 
and defigns of Stilicho, Toon engaged him to 
addrefs his hotoge to a mbre diftdht and fteble 
Ib've'r^ign. The miniftef-s bf Aita'diu's embraced 
the'ckufe bf la perfidious rebd ; and th^e ddufive 
hope bf Wdding the numerous cities of Africa to 
thfe empire 6{ thie l5aft, tempted th'em to affert 
"a'cfaim, which theyVef-e ihci^^ble bf fujijpbtt- 
irig,eitfier by reafon brby arms^'. 
He 18 con- ^Vlteh Still cho htifl given a firm feihd decifive 
fhTR^n '^"^^^^^^ ^o ^^^ ^reVeHBbris bf the 'Byzairti'ife couh, 
fcnate, KeToTe'ibriiy Ai(icufed the t^riht bf Africa befotfe 
A.D.397. •thfetrtbttndl,Nvhlchhaa»rhierlyjlidg^theT^ 

^hd rfat'totis lif the'eafthj &Ad thfe ihi'a^e ttf ttrie 
republic was revived, after BlongfAtervAl^ rfnder 
the reign of Hbnbnus. Tfie'EMperbr tfarifmitted 
an accurate and ample detail of theebiiiptiints of 

29 ^ Ixjm^ tuam fortem numd-ofas tpiiftulit urVes. 
'.CflauSian (lie Bell. GildomcOj^ 230 — ^»4») has touclied, with political 
'^elicacy, the intrigues of tlbe Byzantuie courti wBlch ve likewife men- 
Woed by ^ofimus (1. y. p. 302 ). 

a the 
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th^ provinpia)^ ajid the criroe? of QJldq, to tUq chap. 
E^ra^p kns^pe j apd, Uip nuember^ of that y^nei- ?^^^X- 
vsihh affeji|j)ly were requirecl to p;'9p9Hnpe the 
cpnfjemnation cif t^^ r^beh Thftir upgnjixipu? 
fuffrage d^clar^d hiiu the enemy of th^e repub||p ; 
^fjd the decree of tli^ fpn^fe j^cUled a fadW and 
legit^i»4f e fan^iqn to the l^on^an arms '♦°. j\ 
people, who ftill remembered, that thpir ap,c^{^f:§ 
had b4^ep thp njafters of thp world, woijld have 
^pplau4ed, Asrith confcipus pride, t^e repr,efen- 
l^tioa? of ^ncient frpedqn^ ; if th.ey h^d not Ipjjg 
fipcie beeij accqflomed tp prefer th,e fplid affur- 
2|npe of brea^d^ tp thp uofubftanjtial yiifpns of 
liherjfy andjgrei^tijefs. The fMbfiflence of J^oxqe 
depjeudefj op the harvefts of Afrip^ ; ^n,d it w;ap 
eAU,dep^t, tha^t g. d)ei9lftrati,Q.i^ of \i(ar W9ul^ \)^ thp 
iig^ of ff^niine. The pT^f^^ Sym^machij^, V(bo 
pj;efided m tlue d^el^/^er^t^iona pf the fena^te, aflr 
iTjLpnilh^d the minjfjter ()f h?s JMft apjjfr^h^^nfion, 
tliat a^ iqofl as, the reye^Pgefijl ^qof fliftu^d pro- 
hibit t)>e exppr^t^on of ^orn, th,^ trAnquilift^, 
^pd perhaps tlijO ^fety, ^f t^^ capita/,, wpuji ^ 
tb^eat,ei|je4 bjr the hjuDgfy r;jgp pf a tur^nj^jat 
ixjijiltiti^n^e.^V. Tlie prudence of Stilicho con- 
ceiVjed, ^nd pj^ej^pted,, \yitj;iovit AeJ,^^, the moft 
effe<9;ijajl me^fii;ve for the rejief of the jlonian 
popple. A largp and feafopaJ^^le fuppj^ pf cpr;i, 
9pUe6ited in the inland provinA^s pf G^ul, was 

<° Symoi^chus (1. iv. jM>ift. 4.) expreijbs the judicial fyrr^s of the 

fenate ;' ai)<i Claudian (iConr: Stilich. l.'i. 3*^, '&:c.) feems'to fed 

the fpj^it .of a ^Ionian* 

* '♦' Cl^udian finely dMa^y^s thefe pQipplgints of ^rmmachusV in a 

■ fcfech of the goddtifs 01 Kome,' before toe tJbrope 01 ji'piVerVcie JBell. 



i66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^KA.P. embarked on the rapid ftream of the Rhone, 

XXIX 

^ , -^- , 'Li' and tranlported, by an eafy navigation, from the 
Rhone to the Tyber. During the whole term 
of the African war, the granaries of Rome were 
continually filled, her dignity was vindicated 
from the humiliating dependence, and the minds 
of an immenfe people Vere quieted by the calm 
confidence of peace and plenty^*. 
Tic Afri- The caufe of Rome, and the condu6l of the 
A^iT^^'g. ^^^^^^ ^^^5 w^^^ entrufted by Stilicho, to a 
general, a6live and ardent to avenge his private 
injuries on the head of the tyrant. The fpirit of 
difcord, which prevailed in the houfe of Nabal^ 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of his 
fons, Gildo and Mafcezel ^\ The ufurper pur- 
fued,with implacable rage, the life of his younger 
brother, whofe courage and abilities he feared ; 
and Mafcezel, oppreffed by fuperior power, took 
refuge in the court of Milan : where he foon re- 
ceived the cruel intelligence, that his two inno- 
cent and helplefs children had been murdered by 
their inhuman uncle. The affli6lion of the father 
was fufpended only by the defire of revenge. The 
vigilant Stilicho already prepared to colle6l the 
naval and military forces of the Weftem empire; 
and he had refolved, if the tyrant fliould be able 
towage an equal and doubtful war, to march 
againft him in perfon. But as Italy required his 

^^ Set Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. i. 40i> &c. i Conil Stil. 1. i. 306. 
&c. ii Conf. Stilich. 91, &c.), 

^^ He was of a mature age ; fines he had formerly (A.D. 373.) 
ferved againft his brother Fimius (Ammian. xxix. 5.). Claudian> 
who underfiood the court of Milan» dwells on the injuries^ rather than 
the meritsy of Mafcezel (de BelL Gild. 3 89— -414.). The Moorifh 
war was not worthy of Honorius^ or Stilicho^ &c. 

15 prefence^ 
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prefence, and as it might be dangerous to weaken chap. 



the defence of the frontier, he judged it more ^^^' 



advifable, that Mafcezel (hould attempt this ar- 
duous adventure, at the head of a chofen body of 
Gallic veterans, who had lately ferved under thfe 
ftandard of Eugenius. Thefe troops, who wer^ 
exhorted to convince the world that they could 
fubvert, as well as defend, the throne of art 
ufurper, confifted of the Jovian^ the Herculimt^ 
and the Auguflan^ legions ; of the Nervian auxi- 
liaries ; of the foldiers, whp difplayed in their 
banners the fymbol of a lioriy and of the troops 
which were diftinguiflied by the aufpicious names 
oi Fortunate J and Invincible. Yet fuch was the 
fmallnefs of their eftablifhraents, or the difficulty 
of recruiting, that thekfeven bands *^, of high 
dignity and reputation in the fervice of Rome, 
amounted to no more than five thoufand effec- 
tive men ^K The fleet of galHes and tranfports 
failed in tempeftuous weather from the port of 
Pifa, in Tufcany, and fleered their courfe to the 
little ifland of Capraria ; which had borrowed 
that name from the wild goats, its original inha- 
bitants, whofe place was now occupied by a new 
colony of a flrange and favage appearance. 

^ Claudiatiy Bell. Gild. 4x5^-423. The change of difcipHne 
allowed him to ufe indilferentlythe names ofXeghy CoJborj,Mampuluj. 
3ee the Notitia Imperii, S. 38. 40. 

*' Orofius (1. vu, c. 36. p. s^5') 'qualifies this account with anex- 
preifioh of doubt (ut aiunt) ; and it Icarcely coincides with the 
ivvajAU? «5p«j of Zofimus (L v. p. 303.). Yet CIaudian» after fome 
declamation about Cadmus's foldiei^» frankly owns, that Stillcho fent 
a fmall army ; left the rebel fliould fly, ne timeare times (i Conf.. 
Stilich. l.Tl. 314, &c.). 

M 4 « Tb« 
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C H A B. " The whole ifland (fays in ingenious tr j^vdlw of 
^^' , *^ thofe times) is filled^ or rather defiled^ by men, 
« who % from the light* They call themfeWes 
** MonH^ or folitaries, becaufe they chufe to 
<« live alone^ without any witDefies of their ac- 
*^ tions. They fear the gifts of foilwne, from 
** the apprehenflon of lofing them ; and, left 
** they fliould be miferable, they embrace a life 
*^ of voluntary wretchednefs* How abfurd is 
*^ their choice ! how perverfe their underlland<- 
** .ing ! to dread tlie evils, without being able to 
** fupport the bleflings, of the human, condition^ 
*^ Either this melancholy madnefs \h the cflfeft of 
*« difeafe, or elfc the confcioufhefi of g«ilt urges 
" thefe unhappy men to eHercife on their own 
" bodies the. tortures which aj:e inflicted on fugt»- 
** tive flaves by the ha^nd of jjuftice '^\" Sucb 
was the contempt of a profane magiftrate for the 
xnonks of Caprarila, who were ijevered, by tiie 
pious Mafcezel, as the chofen. fervents of <jhod^^«. 
Some of them were per&aded, by his intreatiea, 
to embark 'onbpard the-fleet; and ilfc isobferved^to 
the praife of the Roman ^»eraU tlt0.t hi^.days and 
Bights were employed in prayer, fa.flti^^ aod the 
occupation of fingingpi^im^* The devout l^adter^ 

. ^^ Claud. RutiL Numatian. Itinenr. i. 43^ — 44^^ 'He af««*ward8 
(^15.^516.). mentians a religious madman on the Hie of Oorgona^ 
For fuch profane remarks, Rutiliusy and lus ac«omplices» are ftyledy 
by his commentator, Barthius^ rabioii canes diaboli. Tillemont 
(Men. Ecclef. lom.xii* p. 47i») more calmly obferves, that the un- 
believing poet praifes where he means to cenfure. 

^^ Orodus, 1. vii. c. 36* p* 564.. Auguftin commends^ two of thefe 
favage faints of the Ifle of Goats (epiil. Ixxxi. apud Tillemont. Mem. 
Bcclef. torn, xiii, p-3i7* and B&roniuS| Annals Ecclef, 4>.D. 391BV 

who, 



who, with fticb a reinfprc^^ment, s^ggear^ ooo^ c tt a p* 
fi^e^t of vi<3;pry;, avoided the dangerous voq\s of ^^^^ 
Cornea, qoaft<3d along the eaftern fi4p<?fS^rdima(, 
and fecuredbis fljips J^ainft the viicJeiuje of the 
ibnth wind, by caftjing anchpr ifi the ikfe ^d 
CQpa^Qious harbour of Caglisui^ at the diftance of 
one bupdr^d SLikd ioriy miles from the AfiicBU 
fhores ^^ 

Gildo was pre^jired to r^ft the inv^aiipij wij^i Defeat and 
all. the forces of Africa. ?y the liberality of his Q^do,° ! 
gifts and pr/omifeSa he en<Je^vouLed to f^cua^e the A.D. 398. 
doubt^i|l allegi^nqe of ti)if3 !^ma^,foldiers^;v^hi)ft 
he attra^i^d to his %^4>vr4)tlie diilant tribes of 
G^i^tfulia 2«i<l -^fclMopiap He. pi'oudjy reviewed, s^n 
auimy of feventy thQ*i^n4 inw^ aH4:boafti9di, with 
th^ ra^. prefiin^ption wjiich is ^he fpretHin^/^r of 
di%race, that his numerous ga^alry would tram- 
ple untd^r their bor&s feat the ti'oopso^'Mafcezi^J, 
^nd involve, in a gWud; of burn^^g f^^d^. the i^s^^ 
tives of the cold r^iopp of Gaj^l ajud <?^ipa#y *^* 
Bujt thje Mk>w> ^h<? copw^i^ded l|h? l^ipns of 
Honoriu^ waa too \^ell aQqua^i^ad wijt^b the 
9)wn^rs of his o^^ntrymoB^ to, ei^^er4|aiM an])r 
ferioust apprehen&oii of ^ n^k^d and diijfff^ly 
l»i3ft of Barbarians ; who£^ lelt ajrofi, in^ead of a 
Ihield, was protedled only by a mantle ; who were 
totally difitrmed as £>ba as tbey hfa4 d>a;rt^ their 
javelin from their right han.d ; and whofe horfes 

^' Here the fidl book of tiie Gtlclonic war ia t«emiii2t^<L The 
teOf of Ciaudian's poem has been loft ; and we ane igqpra&tj i^p^fs of 
wbercf the army made good their landing in Africa, 

^ Orofius muft be rcfponfible for the account. l?he prejiiinption 
of OiMo and his various train of iitc^bariaR« i$ cekbiated by Claudian 
(r Conf. "Stil. I.L 345— -aiiO* 

had 
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CHAP, had never been taught to bear the controul, or 
^^^' ^ to obey the guidanccj of the bridle. He fixed 
his camp of five thoufand veterans in the face of 
a fuperior enemy, and, after the delay of three 
days, gave the fignal of a general engagement ^% 
As Mafcezel advanced before the front with fair 
offers of peace and pardon, he encountered one 
of the foremoll ftandard-bearers of the Africans, 
and, on his refufal to yield, fl^ruck him on the 
arm with his fword. The arm, and the fl:andard, 
funk under the weight of the blow ; and the 
imaginary a6l of fubmiffion was haftily repeated 
by all the fl:andards of the line. At this fignal^ 
the difafiedled cohorts proclaimed the name of 
their lawful fovereign; the Barbarians, alloniflied 
by the defe6lion of their Roman allies, difperfed, 
according to their cufl:om, in tumultuary flight ; 
and Mafcezel obtained the honours of an eafy, 
and almofl bloodlefs, vi6lory^*. The tyrant 
efcaped from the field of battle to the fea-fhore ; 
and threw himfelf into a fmall veflel, with the 
hope of reaching in fafety fome friendly port of 
the empire of the Eaft ; but the obftinacy of. the 
wind drove him back into the harbour of Ta- 
braca^% which had acknowledged, with the reft 

^^ St«Ambrofey who had been dead about a year, revealed> in a 
yifion, the time and place of the vidlory. Mafcezel aften^^ards re- 
lated his dream to Paulinus, the original biographer of the faint, from 
whom it might eafily pafs to Orofius. 

'* Zofinras (I. V. p. 303.)- fuppofes an obfHnate combat ; but the 
narrative of Orofius appears to conceal a real h6iy under the difguife 
of a miracle. 

** Tabraca lay between the two Hippos (Cellarius, torn. ii. p. ii* 
p*i7a.; D'Anvflle, tom. iii. p.84.). Orofius has diflindlly named 
the field oi battle^ but our ignorance cannot define the precife fituation. 

of 
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of the province, the dominion of Honorius, and c H A P. 
the authority of his lieutenant. The inhabitants, .J™^-^ 
as a proof of their repentance and loyalty, feized 
and confined the perfon of Gildo in a dungeon ; 
and his own defpair faved him from the intole- 
rable torture of fupporting the prefence of an 
injured,and a victorious, brother". The captives, 
and the fpoils, of Africa, were laid at the feet of 
the Emperor ; but Stilicho, whofe modelratioii 
appeared more confpicuous, and more fincer^ in 
the midft of profperity, ftill affefted to confult 
the laws of the republic ; and referred to the 
fenate and people of Rome the judgment of the 
mod illuftrious criminals ^^ Their trial was pub- 
lic and folemn ; but the judges, in the exercife 
of this obfolete and precarious jurifdi6lion, were 
impatient to puniih the African magiftrates, who 
had intercepted the fubfiftence of the Roman 
people. The rich and guilty province was 
oppreffed by the Imperial minifters, who had a 
vifible intereft to multiply the number of the 
accomplices of Gildo; and if an edi6t of Honorius 
feems to check the malicious induflry of in- 
formers, a fubfequent edi6l, at the diftance of ten 
years^ continues and renews the profecution of the 

53 The death of Gildo is ^xpreflcd by Claudian (i Conf. StH. 
L 357.)i^and his beft interpreters, 2Soiimus and Orofius. 

*♦ Claudian (iiConf. $tilich..99 — 119.) defcnbes their trial (tremuit 
qtios Africa nuper, cemunt rofira reos,) and applauds the reftoration . 
of the ancient conilitution. It is here that he introduces the famous 
fentence, fo familiar to the friends of defpotlfm : 

— Nunquam libertas gratior exfiat 
Quam fub rege pio. — — 
But the freedom, which depends on royal piety, fcarcely deferves that 
appellation. 

offences 
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CHAP- effepces which had been comnjittedin t^S tiffl? Qf 
x^ix>^ th^ general rebellion ^\ The ad|)erefi\^ ot iji^ 
tyrant who efcaped the firft fury of tl)^ fi^l^igr^ 
aAd the jpjjges, ipight derive Ipme canfftlatioia 
from the tragic f^tq of his brother, w^bo could 
never obtain hi$ pardon for the e^trapr^iijarx 
fervices whJQh be had perfoyji^ed. Aft^r be hfjfj 
f^pifbed a^ i^iiportant war in the ipa<?e of a l^ijgjg 
winter^ Mafpezjel w^as received at the coijrt of 
jy^^ilan with loud applaiaie, affe3;ed gratiti^^^ 
and ftcret jealpqfy ^^ ; mdi kU de,a|:lj, wjljuA^ 
perhaps, W»? the effe6!; of accfifient, h^i^ Ijf^p con^ 
fidpred a^ the crirae of Stilipbo. In the ppffagf 
of a bridge, the MooriOx prince, w^^P ^P<^9^k 
panied the mafter-'general qf the ^^eflj, wjfi^ 
fuddenly thrpwn from bis hprff? \\}tq the i;ivjer ; 
the officious hafte of the atteiji(jl|apjte w.as reftry|iq^4 
by a crupl and perftdipp^ foiile, whiph ^y 9l?f 
fervedonthecoui?tepan^(;:e.of|S,tilidip,; andwMl^ 
they delayed the neceffai'y afliftat?ce, \^}q unfor^ 
tunate Mafcezyel was irrecoveral^ly dr.ow;ned^^ 
Marriage, Tb.e joy of t^bc A^ricau 1^'iumph was happijy 
and cha- ^Qrined^ecJ wth tlj.? nuptials of the Eippefor U^ 
HonorL, Horius^ aud of hi^ coufin Maria,, the daugh^ of 
A,D.39^. StiUcl^o: ajid tljjis equal ap.dliipppurable.%lUapce 
feemed to inveft the powerful uiinifter with the 
ajuthiprifey of a parent aver a fiibmiflive pupil. 



55 g^e thp Xlj^^ftfen Code, L ix. tit^ x%^\^. li?g. 3. t^t. |dl- Ifg, ^^.. 

** SyjJp^Q, \^ cj^?ped an egjial flpre i^ 41 t;li|e yitS^pries.gf 151^^8- 
dofius and his fon, jw^tlf^^df M^e;i^^r tb^ Africa w,a^ i^^Q^^ l^/ 
the 'wifdom of bisxmi^^^^ (i&e ^ inj^r^puon pro4yj:id. by Baronius). 

'^ I have foftened the narrative of ,Zoi)jnuSj wJ^ch, jn its crude 
fiU^pJipty, is ajnjpjft igpri^dihlfJ (!• v. p. 303.). Orpfiys ^mp^ x)^ 
vidlorious general (p. J38.)> for violating the right of fan<5lu^jr. 

' The 
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The niUfe 6f Claudiah Was not filent oh this pro* char 
pitidits dUy*': he fung^ in various and lively ^^^^• 
ftralns^ the happinefs of the royal piair ; and the 
glovy of th6 hero, \^^ho confirmed th^ir iinionj 
Jifftdfapported thdr throfte. The ancient fables of 
Greece, Whieh had Altnoft <ieafed tbbe the obje6l 
itf rfeli^ious faith were faved fiorti oblivion by the 
geniciB of poetfy. The pfi6Jiure of thie Cypriati 
grtJvte, the feat of h-armony and loVe ; the tri* 
umphuttt pt'ogrefs of Venus over her native feas, 
fthd the mild influence which h6r prefence dif* 
furfed hi the palace of Milan, exprefs to every age 
the natural fentiments of the heart, in the juft 
anxi> pieafing iarigtfage of allegorical fi&ion. But 
£he ^mwoiis impatience, which Claudran Attri- 
butes to the young prince *% mull excite the 
ftttiles bf the court; and his beauteous fpoufe 
(if Ihe defer ved the praife of beauty) had not 
milch to fear or to hope from the paffioits of her 
toven HonoHtts Was only in the fourteenth year 
t>f his age ; Serena, the mother bf his bride, de- 
ferred, by art or perfuafion, the confumiiiation of 



5* 'Cliitfdfiiii, ks the poet lanfeatt cprapofed a fenous ind elaborate 
^ithalafhium of 340 lines ; befides fbme gay Fefcenninis, which were 
Yung, in a niore licentious tone, on the wedding night. 
' W '■ Calet- obvius ire 

Jam princeps, tardumque cupit difcedere folem. 

Nobilis baud dUlier/onipes, 
(de Nuptiis Honor, et Mariae^ z^j.) and more freely in the Fefcennines 
(ii»— ,ia6> 

Ibices, qtiotiesf hocmihi dulcius 

■Quam flavos deeies vincere Sarmatas 



T* uina viAor madido profilias toro . 
iJoSumi referens vuhiera prcelii. 



t^e 
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CHAP, the royal nuptials ; Maria died a virgin, after flie 
■^^^L* ^^ ^^^" ^^^ years a wife ; and the chaftity of the 
Emperor was fecured by the coldnefs, or, per- 
haps, the debility, of his conftitution ^. His 
fubjedls, \vho attentively ftudied the character of 
their young fov^reign, difcovered that Honorius 
was without paffions, and confequently without 
talents ; and that his feeble and languid difpofi- 
tion was alike incapable of difcharging the duties 
of his rank, or of enjoying the pleasures of his 
age. In his early youth he made fome progrefs 
in the exercifes of riding and drawing the bow : 
but he foon f elinquilhed thele fatiguing occupa- 
tions, and the amufement of feeding poultry 
became the ferious and daily care of the monarch 
of the Weft ^\ who refigned the reins of empire to 
the firm and Ikilful hand oif his guardian Stilicho. 
The experience of hiftory will countenance the 
fufpicion, that a prince who was born in the 
purple, received a worfe education than the 
meaneft peafant of his dommions : and that the 
ambitious rainifter fuffered him to attain the age 
of manhood, without attempting to excite his 
courage, or to enlighten his underftanding ^. 
The predeceffors of Honorius were accuftomed 
to animate, by their example, or at leaft by their 

** See Zofimus, 1. v. p. 333. 
t ^^ Procopius de BelU Gothico, l.i. c. a. I have borrowed the 
general practice of Honoriusi without adopting the (ingulary and^ 
indeed) improbable tale, which is related by the Greek hiftori^n. 

** The lelTons of Tlieodofiifs, or rather Clandian (iv Conf. Honor. 
ai4—- 418.) might compofe a fine inftitution for the future prince of a 
great and free nation. It was far above Honorius, and his degenerate 
^bjedls, 

4 prefence, 



: OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. jy^ 

prefence, the valour of the legions; and the dates chap. 
of their laws atteft the perpetual activity of their xxix. 
motions through the provinces of the Roman 
world. But the fon of Theodofius pafled the 
flumber of his life, a captive in his palace, a 
ftranger in his country, and the patient, almoft 
the indifferent, fpeSlator of the ruin of the Weft- 
ern empire,, which was repeatedly attacked, and 
finally fubverted, by the arms of the Barbarians. 
In the eventful hiftory of a reign of twenty- 
eight years, it w^ill feldom be neceflary to mention 
the name of the Emperor Honorius, 
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CHAP. XKX. 

Revolt of the Goths. — They plunder Greece. — :- 
Two great Invajions of Italy by Alaric and 
Radagaifus. — They are repulfed by Stilicho. 
— Tfie Germans overrun Gaul. — ZJ/urpation 
of Conjlantine in the TVeJi. — Difgrace and 
Death of Stilicho. 

CHAP. JF the fubjeiSls of Rome could be ignorant of 
t^ _^^_'_j their obligations to the great Theodoftus, 
Revolt of they were too foon convinced, how painfully the 
a!d^°^^'* fpirit and abilities of their deceafed Emperor had 
fiipported the frail and mouldering edifice of the 
republic. He died in the month of January ; 
and before the end of the winter of the fame year, 
the Gothic nation was in arms ^ The Barbarian 
auxiliaries ere6led their independent ftandard ; 
and boldly avowed the hoftile defigns which they 
had long cheriflied in their ferocious minds. 
Their countrymen, who had been condemned, by 
the conditions of the laft treaty, to a life of tran- 
quillity and labour, deferted their farms at the 
firft found of the trumpet; and eagerly refumed 
the weapons which they had reludlantly laid 
down. The barriers of the Danube were thrown 
open ; the favage warriors of Scythia iffued from 
their forefts ; and the uncommon feverity of the 
winter allowed the poet to remark, " that they 

' The revolt of the Goths* and the blockade of Conftantinople> art 
di&in<ftly mentioned by Claudian (in Rufin. 1. ii. 7 — ioo.)» Zofimuai 
(!• y. p. 7,i)%.)f and Jomandes (de R«bua Geticis^ c* 29.)« 

«« rolled 
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** roHe4 their {mnderous wi^ggons ovier the broad chap. 
** and icy back of th^e indignant river V The ,J^^ 
iHihappy natives of the provinces to the foutfa of 
the Danube, fubmitted to the calamities, which, 
in thjd courfe of twenty y^ars^ were aJmoft grown 
familiar to their ia>aginajki.oxi ; and the various 
troops of Barbarians., who gloried in the Gothic 
name, were irregularly fpread from the woody 
(hories of Dalmatia) to tke wails of Conflanti^ 
nople K Th^ interruptiojn, or atj^aft the diminu- 
tion, of Uie fubfidy, which tbe <Goths had received 
from the prudent libieraJity of Theodofius, was 
the %keqious pretence of theif revolt : the afiront 
was ^jwbittered by thei'r contempt for the unww- 
like ioiBS ^ Theodofius ; and their relentment 
was inflaiiaed by ti^ weaknefs, or treachery, of 
the miniy^^^r of Arcadius. The frequent vi'fits of 
Rufinvi? to the camp of the Barbarians, whofe 
arms and apparel be affedbed to imitate, were 
confid^ered as a fulEk:ient evidence of hia guilty 
CQi-refpoadence : and the public enemy, from a 
aK>tive either pf gratitude or of policy, was 
attentive, amidil the general devaftation, to Ipare 
the private eftates of the unpopular praefefil. The 

^ < ■■ ■ Alii per terga ferodis 

Danubii folkku mimt ; ezpertaque renrn 
Fr^ngunt fkgna rods. 

Claudian and Ovid often amufe their: fancy by int^idiaas^ the me* 
taphors and properties of liquid rndXer^ zndJSM ice. Much 6Ue ¥^ 
has been expended in this eafy exercife* ' 

^ Jerom, torn. i. p. a6. He endeavours to cpmfort his&ieiid Halio* 
doni59 Biihopjof AltinmHy fbir theio& of his nephew Nepodan^ by a 
cnxioiis recapitulation of all- the public and private misfortunes of iHm 
times. See Tillemont> Mem. Ecdef. torn* xii. p. 90o» tec* 

TOL. V. V Goths, 
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CHAP. Goths, inftead of being impelledhy the blind and 
,^^^^ headftrong paffions of their chiefs, were now 
directed by the bold and artful genius of Alaric. 
That renowned leader was defcended from the 
noble race of the Balti* j which yielded only to the 
royal dignity of the Amali : he had folicited the 
command of the Roman armies j and the Imperial 
court provoked him to demonftrate the folly of 
their refufal, and the importance of their lofs. 
Whatever hopes might be entertained of the 
conqueft of Conftantinople, the judicious general 
foon abandoned an impra6ticable enterprife. In 
the midil of a divided court, and a difcontented 
people, the Emperor Arcadius was terrified by 
the afpe€t of the Gothic arms : but the want of 
wifdom and valour was fupplied by the ftrength 
of the city ; and the fortifications, both of the fea 
and land, might fecurely brave the impotent and 
random darts of the Barbarians. Alaric difdained 
to trample any longer on the proftrate and ruined 
countries of Thrace and Dacia, and he refolved 
to feek a plentiful harveft of fame and riches in 
a province which had hitherto efcapedthe ravages 
of war K 

\ ^ Baltha^ Qc bold : oiigo mirificat fay s Jornandes (029.). This 

illuftrious race long continued to flouxilk in Franccy in the Gothic pro- 
vince of Septimania» or Languedoc; under the corrupted appellation 
of Baux .* and a branch of that family afterwards fettled in die king- 
dom of Naples f Grotius m Pirolegom. ad I£iiL Gothic p. 53.}. The 
lords of ^Bauz> near Arlesy and of Teventy-nine fubordinate places^ 
were independent of the counts of Provence (Longueruey Defcription 
de la Francet tom.i.^ p. 357.). 

* Zofimus (1. V. p, 293 ~a950 is oar beft guide for die conqueft 
of Gieece : but theWts and aUufion of Clavdian are fo many raya 
of hifioric light. 

The 
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The charadler of the civil and military officers, chap. 
on whom Rufinus had devolved the government ^^ ^ 
of Greece, confirmed the public fufpicion, that Aiaric 
he had betrayed the ancient feat of freedom and m*rche« 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconful Greece, 
Antiochus was the unworthy fon of a refpeftable A.D. 396. 
father; and Gerontius, who commanded the 
provincial troops, was much better qualified to 
execute the oppreffive orders of a tyrant, than to 
defend, with courage and ability, a country moft 
remarkably fortified by the hand of nature. Aiaric 
had traverfed, without refiftance, the plains of 
Macedonia and ThefTaly, as far as the foot of 
Mount Oeta, a fleep and woody range of hills, 
almofl impervious to his cavalry. They ftretched 
from Eaft to Weft, to the edge of the fea-fliore ; 
and left between the precipice and the Malian 
Gulf, an interval of three hundred feet, which, 
in fome places, was contra^^led to a road capable 
of admitting only a fihgle carriage ^. In this 
narrow.pa& of Thermopylae, where Leonidasand 
the threehundred Spartans had glorioufly devoted 
their lives^ the Goths might have been ftopped, 
or deftroyed, by a Ikilful general ; and perhaps 
the view of that facred fppt might have kindled 
fome ^arks of military ardour in the breafts of 
the degenerate Greeks. The tropps which had 
been pofted to defend the ftreights of Thermo- 
pylae, retired, as they were dire6led, without at- 
tempting to difturb the fecure and rapid pailage "^ 

* Compare Herodotus (l.vii. c. 176.) andLlvy (xxxvl. i5,> The 
narrow entrance of Greece was probably enUr^edby each focceffive 
raviiber. 

N 3 • of 
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c JFf A f . of Aladt ' J &tid the fertile fieWs of Phocis, Aftd 
xXX. Baotia, were inftantly covered by a deluge of 
Barbarians ; who maflkcred the noales of kn age 
to bear arms, and drove away the beautiful 
females, with the fpoil, and cattle, of the flaming 
villages. The travelers, who viiited Greece 
feveral years afterwards, could eafily difcover the 
deep and bloody traces of the march of the 
Go^s ; and Th^ebes was lefs indebted for her 
prefervatio'n to the ftrength of her feven gates, 
than to the ^ager baile of Alaric, who advanced 
to Occupy th^ city of Athens, and the important 
karbOiir of the Pinaeus. The fame impatience 
urged him to prevent the delay and danger ef a 
ilege, by the ofter of a capitulation ; and as foon 
as the Athenia;ns heard the voice of the Gothic 
herald, they were eaJSily perfuaded to deliver the 
greateil part of t^ieir wealth, *as the ranfom of the 
tity of Mkierva, and its inhabitants* The treaty 
Was ratified by folemn oaths, and obferved with 
mutual fidelity. The Gothic prince^ with a fmali 
imd fele€t train, was admitted within the walls 5 
he indulged himfelf in the refreihment of the 
bath, accepted a fplendid banquet which was 
^ovided by the magiftrate, and affe<^ed to Ihew 
ihat he was not ignorant of the manners of ci- 
vilifednations^ Botthewhole territory of Attica, 

from 

7 He pafiedy iays Sunapius (in ^t Fhilofq>lL p. 53, edit. Com* 
tut^ Z596')> through the ftreight8» ka rtn mtXw (of Thermopylae) 

'^ Ih obedleiice to Jetpm, and daudian (in Rufin. 1. ii. i^i.y 1 have 
lobted ibme darker colours in the mild reprefentation of Zofimu8> 
who wiihed to (often the calamities of Athens. 

Nee 
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from the promontory of Sunium to the town of H A P* 
Megara, was blailed by his baleful prefence ; and^ ^™'^' 
if we may ufe the comparifon of a conterapdraiy 
philofopher, Athens itfelf refembled the bleeding 
and empty fkio of a flaughtered vi^im. The 
diftance between Megara and Corinth could not 
much exceed thirty miles ; but the bad roadj an 
expreffive name, which it ilill bears among the 
Greeks, was, or might eafily have been made^ 
impaflable for the march of an enemy. The 
thick and gloomy woods of Mount Cith^^ron 
covered the inland country ; the Scironian rocks 
approaclied the water's edge, and hung over the 
narrow and winding path, which was confined 
above fix miles along the fea-(hore \ The paflage 
of thoie rocks, fo infamous in every age, was ter- 
minated by the ifthmus of Corinth ; c^nd a finaU 
body of firm and intrepid fddiers might have 
AicceisfuUy defended a tempore y intrenehmttnt 
of five or fix miles from the- Ionian to the ^^ean 
fea. The confidence of the cities of Peloponnefus 
in their natural rampart, had teinpted them to 

Nee ftm, Cecropiat traidflent vincula iiMitie9. 

Synefius (&pift. civi. p. 27 a. edit. Petav.) obferves, ihzt Atkent* 
^rlic^ fyiMagi ht imputes to the prvcoafure ivarioe^ tra* at dat time 
Wb hxDXKis fnr Imt fdiook «f piubfopky tlun |pr bar tade oS hm t Y* 

9 — b-«- Valkta man Scironia rupes^ 

]Et dup continvip connedlens sequora muro f 
Ifthmo o ■*'* 

Oaudian de Bell. Getico^ x9S. 

edit. KUm) fiMi o«r mQ4wn tr«¥«Ueiy» Wh^er (p. 4^«) ^jdA 
Chandler <p«A9B,> ]ilulH«n 2ii»df tfo i»m} |A(&4^ 

N 3 negle£fc 
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C H A I*, negleft the care of their antique walls ; and ihe 
^^' ^ avarice of the Roman governors had exhaufted 
and betrayed the unhappy province '''. Corinth, 
Argos, Sparta, yielded without refiftance to the 
arms of the Goths } and the moft fortunate of the 
inhabitants were faved, by death, from beholding 
the ftavery of their families, and the conflagra- 
tion of their cities ". The vafes and ftatues were 
diftributed among the Barbarians^ with more 
regard to the value of the materials, than to the 
elegance of the workmanfliip ; the female cap- 
tives iubmitted to the laws of war ; the enjoyment 
of beauty was the reward of valour ; and the 
Greeks could not reafonably complain of an 
abufe^ which was juflified by the example of the 
heroic times ". The defcendants of that extra- 
ordinary people, who had coniidered valour and 
difcipline as the walls of Sparta, no longer re- 
membered the generous reply of their anceftors 
to an invader more formidable than Alaric. ^^ If 
** thou art a god, thou wilt not hurt thofe who 
** have not injured thee ; if thou art a man, 

"" ClaUdian (m Rufin. 1. ii. x86. and de BeUo Getico* 6zi» &c.) 
Vaguely) thpugh forcibly, delineates tbe fcene of rapine and deftrudion. ' 

" T^K /AAxa^f? AftMBoi xM Ttr^euuit &c. TJbefe generous lines ef 
Homer (OdyiT. Lv. 306.) were tranfcribed >>y one of the captive 
youths of Corinth: and the tears of Mummius may prove that the 
rude conqueror, though he was ignorant of the vahie of an original 
pi^ure, poffefled the pureft fource of good tafle, a benevolent heart 
(Plutarch. Sympoiiac L ix. torn, ii, p* 737. edit. VlTechel.). 

" Homer perpetually defcribes the exemplary patience of thofe 
female captives, who g:ive their charms, and even their hearts, to the 
murderers of their fathers, brothers, &c. Such a pafliop (of Eriphile 
for Achilles) is touched with admirable delicacy by Racine. 

" advance : 
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«* advance: — and thou wilt find men equal to c H a p, 
« thyfelf'^'' From Thermopylae to Sparta, the .^^' , 
leader rfthe Goths purfued his victorious march 
without encountering any mortal antagonifts: 
but one of the advocates of expiring Paganifm 
has confidently afferted that the walls of Athens 
were guarded by the goddefs Minerva, with her 
formidable uSEgis, and by the angry phantom of 
Achilles '* ; and that the conqueror was difmayed 
by the prefence of the hoftile deities of Greece* 
In an age of miracles, it would perhaps Be unjuft 
to difpute the claim of the hifl;orian Zofimus to 
thie common benefit ; yet it cannot be diffembled, 
that the mind of Alaric was ill prepared .to re- 
ceive, either in fleeping or waking vifions, the 
impreffions of Greek fuperfl^ition. The fongs of 
Homer, and the fame of Achilles, had probably 
never reached the ear of the illiterate Barbarian; 
and the Chriftian faith,, which he. had devoutly 
embraced, taught him to deljpife the imaginary 
deities of Rome and Athens. The invafion of 
the Goths, inftead of vindicating the honour, 
contributed, at leaft accidentally, to extirpate 
the laft remains of Paganifm ; and the myfl:eries 
of Ceres, which had fubfiiled eighteen hundred 

'^ Plutarch (in Pyrrho, tom.ii. p. 471. edit. Brian) gives the 
genuine anfwer in the Laconic dialedl. Pyrrhus attacked Sparta with 
A5>ooo footy a»ooo horfe^ and 24 elephants : and the defence^f that 
open town is a fine comment on the laws of LycurguSf even in the 
ladl fiage of decay. 

^ Such} perhapS) as Homer (Iliads xx.x64.) has fo nobly painted 
him. 

N 4 years. 
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c H A K yeaif»5 did i>ot ftirvive the deftru^tian- of Eleufis^^ 

XXX. and the calamities of Gr€e<5e '^ 
He is at- The kft hope of a people who could no longer 
tacked by de|yend on their arms, their gods, or their fpve* 
A.D. ^397. ^^ig^> was placed in the powerful affiftance of the 
general of the Weft ; and Stilicho, who had not 
been permited to repulfe, advanced to chaftife^ 
the invaders of Greece '^. A numerous fleet was 
Equipped in the ports of Italy ; and the troops^ 
after a ihort and profp^rous navigation crver 
the Ionian fea, w^re fafely difembarked on the 
ifthmus^ near the ruins of Corinth* The 
woody and mountainous country of Arcadia, 
the fabulous refidience of Pan and the T>tyids^ 
became the fceiie of a long and doubtful con- 
fli6t between two generals not unworthy of 
each othef. The Ikill and perfeverance of the 
Roman at length prevailed; and the Goths, 
after fuftainitig a confiderable lois from difeafe 
and defertion, gradually retreated to the lofty 
inountain of Fholoe, near the fources of the 
Peneus, and on the frontiers of Elis ; a facred 
country, which had formeriy been exempted from 
the calamities of war '\ The camp of the Bar-^ 

barians 

" Eunapius (in Vit Philofoph. p. 90—93.) intimates, that a troop 
of Monks betrayed Greecfe, and followed the Oothic camp. 

'^ For Stilicho's Greek war, compare the honeft narrative of Zofimus 
(I. V. p. 495, »96.) with the curious circumftantial flattery of Qlaudiaa 
(iCoi:dr. Stilich. L 17a — 186. iv Conf. Hon. 459 — 487.). As tke 
event was not glorious, it is artfully thrown into the (hade. 

*^ The troops who ittarched thrdugh Eliis delivered up their amis. 
This fecurity enriched the Eleans, who were lovers of a rural life. Riches 
b^at pride ; they difdjUned their privilegey and they iuffered. Polybius 

advifct 
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barktns wad immediately befieged : the waters of en A p» 
the river '^ were diverted into another channel ; . ^^ 
ind while they laboured under the intolerable 
preflure of thirft and hunger, a ftrong line of cir-^ 
^umvallation was formed to prevent their e&ape* 
After tbefe precautions, iSrtilicho, too confident of 
\i&x>ty^ retired to enjoy his triumph, in the thea* 
trical gamesi and lafcivious dances of the Greeks; 
his foldiers, deferting their flandards, ipread 
themfelves over the country of their allies, which 
they ftripped of all that had been faved from the 
rapacious hands of the enemy. Alaric appears 
to have feized the favourable moment to execute 
one of thofe hardy enterprifes, in which the 
abilities of a general are displayed with more 
genuine luftre^ than in the tumult of a day of 
battle. To extricate himfelf from the prilbn of 
Peloponnefus, it was neceflary that he ihould 
pierce the intrenchments which furrounded his 
camp; that he fliould perform a difficult and 
dangerous march of thirty miles, as far as the 
Gulf of Corinth ; and that he ihould tranfport 
his troops, his captives, and his fpoil, over an 
arm of the fea^ which, in the narrow interval 



adtiib them to tetke ottce more trhliiii their magic ciitte. See t 
learned and judicious difcourfe on the Olympic gamesy which Mr* 
Weft has pre&^ed to hk tranfiation of Pindar. 

'^ Claudian (ia iv Goaf. Hob* 480.) alludes to the faa, widtout 
naming the river : perhaps the Alphtui (i Coof. 8til. L i. 185 •)k 
' ■ ■ £t Alpheus Oeticis auguftus acerrit 
Tardior ad Siculos etiammim pergk amores* 
Yet I ihould prefer the PeneU8» a fliallow fireaulk in a wide and dsif^ 
bed, which runs thfouf^ £li^ and falls iato the Tea beiow Cyienne. 
It had. been joined with the Alpheus, todeanfe the Augean ilaUs {Otif 
lariusy torn.!* p» 760* ChaaxSer^c Tiaydbi p. aS6.)» 

between 
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CHAP, between Rhium and the oppofite fliore, ifi at 
-J^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ™^'^ ^^ breadth ''• The operations^ 
Jgfcapes to of Alartc mud have been fecret, prudent, and 
Epirus. rapid ; fince the Roman general was confounded 
by the intelligence that the. Goths, who had 
eluded his efforts, were in full pofleffion of the 
important province of Epirus. This unfortu- 
nate delay allowed Alaric fufBcient time to con- 
clude the treaty, which he fecretly negociated, 
with the minifters of Conftantinople. The ap- 
prehenfion of a civil war compelled Stilicho to 
retire, at the haughty mandate of his rivals, from 
the dominions of Arcadius ; and he refpe6ted, in 
the enemy of Rome, the honourable charafiler of 
the ally and fervant of the Etnperor of the Eaft. 
AUrieis A Grecian philofopher*^, who vifited Conftan- 
dcdared tinople foon after the death of Theodofius, pub- 
general of limed his liberal opinions concerning the duties 
the Eaftem ^f kings, and the ftate of the Roman republic. 
aS^398> Synefius obferves, and deplores, the fatal abufe, 
which the imprudent bounty of the late Emperor 
had introduced into the military fervice. The 
citizens, and fubjedts, had purchafed an exem* 
tion from the ihdifpenfable duty of defending 
their country ; which was fupported by the arms 
of Barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of Scy- 

'* Stnboy 1. viii. p* 5x7. Plin. HiiL Natur. m $• Wheeler 
p. 3oS. Chandler, p. 275. They meafured, from different points, 
the difiance between the two lands. 

^ Synefius paffed three years (A. D. 397-— 400) at Conftantinopley 
as depnty from Gyrene to the Emperor Arcadius. He prefented him 
inth a crown of gold, and pronounced before him the inftru^ve ora- 
tion de Regno (p. x — $%• edit. Petav. Paris x6x».). The philofopher 
was made biihop of Ptolemaisy A. D. 4x09 and died about 430* See 
Tillemonty Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiL p. 499* 554* 6837—685. 

1 1 thia 
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thia were permitted to difgrace the illuftrious chap. 

1 XXX 

dignities of the empire ; their ferocious youth, ^^^* 
who difdained the falutary reftraint of laws, were 
more anxious to acquire the riches, than to imi- 
tate the arts, of a people, the obje6l of their 
contempt and hatred ; and the power of the 
Goths was the ftone of Tantalus, perpetually fut 
pended over the peace and fafety of the devoted 
(late. The meafures which Synefius recom- 
mends, are the dictates of a bold and generous 
patriot. He exhorts the Emperor to revive the 
courage' of his fubje6l;s, by the example of manly 
virtue; to banifh luxury from the court, and from 
the camp ; to fubftitute, in the place of the Bar- 
barian mercenaries, an army of men, interefted in 
the defence of their laws and of their property ; 
to force, in fuch a moment of public danger, the 
mechanic from his (hop, and the philofopher from 
his fchool ; to roufe the indolent citizen from his 
dream of pleafure, and to arm, for the proteftion 
of agriculture, the hands of the laborious hull 
bandman. At the head of fuch troops, who might 
deferve the name, arid would difplay the fpirit, 
of Romans, he animates the fon of Theodofius 
to encounter a race of Barbarians, who were 
deftitute of any real courage ; and never to lay 
down his arms, till he had chafed them far away 
into the folitudes of Scythia ; or had reduced 
them to the ftate of ignominious fervitude, which 
the Lacedaemonians formerly impofed on the 
captive Helots *'. The court of Arcadius in- 

'' Synefius de Regno> p. ax— a6. 

dulged 
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CHAP, dulged the zeal, applauded the eloquence, and 
^^^^ negleflied the advice, of Synefius. Perhaps the 
philofopher, who addrefles the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the language of reafon and virtue, which 
he might have ufed to a Spartan king, had not 
condefcended to form a practicable fcheme, coQ<r 
fiilent with the temper, and circumftances, of a 
degenerate age. Perhaps the pride of the mi* 
niilers, whofe bufinefs was feldom interrupted by 
reflection, might rejeCl, as wild iand vifionary^ 
every propofal, which exceeded the meafure of 
their capacity, and deviated from the form$ 
and precedents of office. While the oration of 
Synefius, and the downfal of the Barbarians, 
were the topics of popular converfation, an ediCk 
was publilhed at Conftantinople, which declared 
the promotion of Alaric to the rank of mafter^ 
general of the Eaftern Illyricum. The Roman 
provincials, and the allies, who had refpeCted the 
faith of treaties, were juilly indignant, that the 
ruin of Greece and Epirus fliould be fo liberaUy 
rewarded. The Gothic conqueror was received 
as a lawful magiftrate, in the cities which he had 
fo lately befieged. The fathers, whofe fon^ he 
had maflacred, the huiband^i, whofe wives he 
had violated, were fubjeCt to his authotity : 
and the fuccefs of his rebellion encouraged the 
ambition of. every leader of the foreign merce- 
naries. The ule to which Alaric applied his new 
comoiand, diftinguiflies' the firm and judicious 
chara£ter of his policy* He. iflued his orders 
to the four magazines and manufadtures of offen- 
five and defenfive arins, Margus, Ratiaria, NaiC 
1 2 fus« 
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fuSy and Theflalonica^ to provide his troops with chap* 

an extraordinary fupply of ihields^ helmets, ^ ^^ 

fwords, and i^ears; the unhappy provincials 

were compelled to forge theinftruments of their 

own deftru6iion ; and the Barbarians removed 

the only defe& which had Ibmetimes diiappointed 

ihe efforts of their courage *^ The birth of Ala- 

lic, the glory of his paft exploits, and the con* 

fidence in his future deigns, infenfibly united the 

body of the nation under his victorious itandard ; 

and with the unanimous confent of the Barbarian 

chieftains, the mafter^eneral of lUyricum was 

rieVoted, according toancient cuftom,on a ihield, 

and folemnly proclaimed king of the Vifigoths *\ andkingof 

Armed with this double power, feated on the *^*J^' 

verge of the two empires, he alternately fold his 

deceitful promiies to the courts of Arcadius, and 

Honodus^^; till he declared and executed his 

refdution of invading the dominions of the Weft. 

The proviiiso^ et £urope whidi belonged to the 



tfA Ibcdeni ivoBKpit 



DltBtnr : ^ ftryaty cget : voftator AcIbvk 
Ghmttty «t Epircnn nii^vr populatus inuStam 
.Bkiefidet Illfrioo : jgmii* qoos obfedtty flmicos 
Ii^mdkur ■unvs; illu idponfii djttania 
Quorum conjugibiis potitiir> natolque peremiu 
tlkuidiaii in £tttr<^ L iL ^la. Alaric applauds his own policy (de 
* Bdl. Oetic.iaa — 5A3*)» ^ the ufe which he had made of tl& XUyrian 
jurSdidUoa. 

*3 JomandetyC. 29. p. 651. The Gothic hiftorian adds, ^whh ub- 
itfual fylxitf Cum fuis delibefans fuafit fuo labore qusrere ngD%9 quam 
«lieaiB per otium fubjacere. 

"** '« JXkon ^Kliilqpieanceps chnbus'Orbls 
Hon ilia vis tHtata din* dun :ftedsra faUax 
l4idit» i«it a!(»mg.peijarBi vtnditat buIv. 

Claudian de Bell. JOet. 565. 

Eaflern 
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CHAP. Eaftern Emperor, were already exhaufted ; thofe 

^^' of Afia were inacceffible; and the ftrength of 

Conflantinople had refifted his attack. But he 

was tempted by the fame, the beauty, the wealth 

of Italy, which he had twice vifited j and hefe- 

cretly afpired to plant the Gothic ilandard on the 

walls of Rome, and to enrich his army witli the 

accumulated ipolls of three hundred triumphs^^. 

He invades The fcarcity of fadls ^^ and the uncertainty of 

^**A n ^2.tes *% oppofe our attempts to delcribe the cir- 

400—403. cum.ftances of the firH invaiion of Italy by the 

arms of Alaric. His march, perhaps from Thef- 

falonica, through the waHike and hoftile country 

of Pannonia, as far as the foot of the Julian 

Alps ; his pafTage of thofe mountains, which 

were flrongly guarded by troops and intrench* 

ments ; the fiege of Aquileia, and the conqueil 

of the provinces of Iflria and Venetia, appear to 

have employed a confiderable time. Unlefs his 

operations were extremely cautious and flow, the 

> '^ Alpibus Italiae niptis penetrabis ad Urbem. 

This authentic prediftion was announced by Alaric» or at leaft by 
Claudian (de Bell. Getico» 547.)»'feven yean before the event. But 
as It was not accompliihed within the term which has been ralhly 
fixedy the interpreters efcaped through an ambiguous meaning* 

^ Our beft materials are 970 verfes of Claudian^ in the poem on 
the Getic war» and the beginning of that which celebrates the fixth , 
confulfliip of Honorius. ^ Zolimus is totally filent ; and we are reduced 
to fuch fcrapsi or rather crumbsi as we can pick from Orofius and the 
Chronicles. 

"^ Notwithltanding the grofs errors of Jomandes» who confounds 
the Italian wars of Alaric (c. 29.)» his date of the confulihlp of Stl- 
licho and Aurelian (A. D. 400.) is firm and refpedtable. It is certain 
from Claudian (Tillemonty Hift, des £mp. tonu v. p. 804.)^ that the 
t)attle of Pollentia was fought A.D«402 i but we cannot easily fill 
t}ie- interval. 

length 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. igi 

length of the interval would fuggeft a probable chap. 
fiifpicion, that the Gothic king retreated towards ,^?^^ 
the banks of the Danube ; and reinforced his 
array with frefli fwarms of Barbarians, before he 
again attempted to penetrate into the heart of 
Italy. Since the public and important, events 
efcape the diligence of the hiftorian, he may 
amufe himfelf with contemplating, for a moment, 
the influence of the arms of Alaric on the fortunes 
of two obfcure individuals, a prelbyter of Aqui- 
leia, and an hulbandman of Verona. The learned 
Rufinus, who was fummoned by his enemies to 
appear before a Roman fynod *% wifely preferred 
the dangers of a befieged city ; and the Barba- 
rians, who furioufly Ihook the walls of Aquileia, 
might fave him from the cruelfentence of apother 
heretic, who, at the requefl; of the fame bWhops, 
was feverely whipped, and condemned to per- 
petual exile on a defert ifland *'. The old man % 
who had pafled his iimple and innocent life in the 
neighbourhood of Verona, was a ftranger to the 



^ Tantum Romanse urbis judicium fugis^ ut magis obfidionem bar- 
I>aricam9 quam pacata urbis judicium velis fuflinere. Jerom. torn. ix« 
^p. 939* Rufinus underftood his own danger ; the peaceful city was 
Inflamed by the beldam Marcella, and the reft of Jerom's fa<5tion. 

^ Jovinian/ the enemy of fafts and of celibacy, who was perfecuted 
and infulted by the fiirious Jerom (Jortin's Remarks, vol. iv. p. 104* 
&C.). See the original edi^ of banifhment in the Theodofian CodCf 
1. xvi. tit. V. leg. 43* 

^ This epigram (de Sene Veronenfi qUi fuburbium nufqnam egreffus 
tift) is one of the earlieft and moft pleafing compofitions of Claudian. 
Cowley's imitation (Hurd's edition, vol. ii. p. 24ik) has fbme natural 
and happy ftrokes : but it is much inferioi- to the original portrait, 
which is evidently drawn fron^.the life. 
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CHAP, quarrels both of kings and of liifbops 5 his plea- 
^^ , fures, his defires, his knowledge, were confined 
within the little circle of his paternal farm ; and a 
ftafFfupported his aged fteps, on the fame ground 
where he had fported in his infancy.. Yet even 
this bumble and ruftic felicity (which Claudian 
defcribes with fo much truth and feeling) was 
ftill expofed to the undiftinguifhing rage of wan 
His trees, his old contemporaiy trees ^\ muft 
blaze in the conflagration of the whole country ; 
a detachment of Gothic cavalry might fiveep 
away his cottage and his family ; and the power of 
Alaric could deftroy this happinefs, which he was 
not able either to tafte, or to beftow. ** Fame," 
feys the poet, " encircling with terror or gloomy 
** wings, proclaimed the march of the Barbarian 
" armj^, and filled Italy with conftemation :'* 
the apprehenfions of each individual were in- 
creafed in juft proportion to the meafure of his 
fortune : and the moft timid, who had already- 
embarked their valuable eflfefts, meditated their 
efcape to the ifland of Sicily, or the African coafl. 
The public diftrefs was aggravated by tbefearsand 
reproaches ofiuperftition^% Bvery hourprod^iced 



^' Ingentem menunit j)aiTo qui i^enniae querciun 
Mquseyjxmqus vidcit confeouifle .nemus. 

A fwigbouringixriiDd hum -with himfelf he feea» 
And lov€8 his old contemporary trees. 

In tlus pafl^ge, Covifley is peiibi^ps fMp^ri^r to his lovigimd ; and the 
EngUfli poet» who yf»A a ,goQd ibotamft, Im ccmo^al^d the W/, under 
« roone general exprefiion. 

*'- Claudian de Bell. Get. J92-**«66.- He may ieem pro)ix : but 
fear and fuperilition occupied «• kuqgC4i%ioe la the minds of tlit 
Italians. 

fome 
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fom^ borrid tale of ftrange and portentous acci- c h A P- 
dents : the Pagans deplored the negle6l of omens, ^^^^ 
Hnd the interruption of Ikcrifices ; but the Chrif- 
tians (till derived Ibine comfortfrpm the powerful 
interceffian of the faints and martyrs ". , 

The Emperor Honorius was diftioguifhed, Honoriui 
^bove his iUbj^S) by the pre-eminence of fear, MianT"* 
es well as of rank. The pride and luxury in which A. D. 40J. 
be was educated, ^ad not allowed him to fuQ>e3;» 
that there exifted mi the earth any power pre*? 
fumptuoua enoygh to invade the repofe of the 
iucceflbr of Auguftus* The arts of flattery con- 
cealed the impending danger, till Alaric • ap^ 
proached the palace of Milan. But when the 
ibund of war had awakened the yqung Emperor, 
inftisad of flying to arms with the fpirit, or even 
the. r^ihnefs, of his age, he eagerly liflened to 
thofe tin^id counfellor^, who propofed ta convey 
his facred perfon, and his faithful attendants, to 
ibme fecure and diftant ilation in the provinces 
of Gaul. Stilicho alone ^^ had courage and au- 
thority to refifl: this diigraceful meafure, which 
would have abandoned Rome and Italy to the 
barbarians ; but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately detached to the Rhaetian frontier, 
and as the refource of new levies was flow and 



^ From tke paflages of Paulinus, which Baronius iuLS produced 
(AnsaL Ecclef. A. D. 403. N 51.), it is manifefi, that the general 
alarm had pervaded all Italy, as far as Nola in Campania, where that 
famous penitent had fixed his abode. 

^* Solus erat Stjlicho, &c. is the exclufire commendation which 
Chiudian beitows (de Bell. Get. a67.)> without condefcending to ex- 
cept the Emperor. How infigniiicant muft Honorios have appeared 
in his own court I * " 

VOL, V. « precarious. 
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CHAP, precarious, the general of the Weft could only 
^^* ^ > promifcj that, if the court of Milan would main- 
tain their ground during his abfence, he would 
foon return with an army equal to the encounter 
of the Gothic king. Without lofing a moment 
(while each moment was fo important to the 
public iafety), Stilicho haftily embarked on the 
Larian lake, afcended the mountains of ice and 
fnow, amidft the feverityof an Alpine winter, and 
fuddenly reprefled, by his unexpe^ed prefence, 
the enemy, who had difturbed the tranquillity of 
Rhsetia ^\ The Barbarians, perhaps fome tribes 
of the AIemanni,reQ)e£ted the firmnefi of a chief, 
who ftill aflbmed the language of command ; 
and the choice which he condefcended to make, 
of a fele£t number of their braveft youth, was 
confidered as a mark oi his efteem and favour. 
The cohorts, who were delivered from the neigh- 
bouring foe, diligently repaired to the Imperial 
ftandard ; and Stilicho iffued his orders to the 
moft remote troops of the Weft, to advance, by 
nfid marches, to the defence of Honorius and 
of Italy. The fortrefles of the Rhine were aban- 
doned ; and the faiety of Gaul was prote&ed 
cmly by the faith of the Germans, and the an- 
cient terror of the Roman name. Even the le- 
gion, which had been flationed to guard the wall 
of Britain againft the Caledonians <^ the North, 
was Ijadily recalled^; and a numerous bodv 

oV 



^ Vwek ^ i?ii*Tt>mk W^ jg ^ f f ^fta ft^^M^^fc 

Yet 
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of the cavalry of the Alani was perfuaded to c h a p. 
engage in the fervice of the Emperor, who xxx>^ 
anxioufly expelled the return of his general. The 
prudence andvigour of Stilichowere confpicuous 
on this occafion, which revealed at the fame time, 
the weaknefs of the falling empire. The legions 
of Rome, which had long fince languifhed in the 
gradual decay of difcipline and courage, were ex« 
terminated by the Gothic and civil wars ; and it 
was found impoffible, without exhaufting and 
expoling the provinces, to aflemble an army 
for the defence of Italy. 

When Stilicho feemed to abandon his fove- He is pur- 
reign in the unguarded palace of Milan, he had ^^ ^^ 
probably calculated the term of his abfence, the the Gati»^ 
Uiilance of the enemy, and the obfiacles that 
might retard their march. He principally de- 
pended on the rivers of Italy, the Adige, the 
Mincius, the Oglio, and the Addua ; which, in 
the winter or fpring, by the fall of rains, or by 
the melting of the fnows, are commonly fwelled 
into broad and impetuous torrents ^^ But the 
feafon happened to be remarkably dry ; and the 

Yet the moft rapid march from £dinbui^h» or Newcaftle» to MUan* 
muft have required a longer fpace of time than Claudian feems willing 
to allow for die duration of the Gothic war. 

^ Every traveller muft recolledl the face of Lombardy (fee Fon- 
tenelley torn. v. p. a79.)» which is often tormented by the capricious 
and irregular abundance of waters. The Auftriansy before Genoat were 
encamped in the dry bed of the Polcevenu ^ Ne iarebbe'' (fays 
Muratori) << mai pallato per mente a que buoni Alemannl^ che quel 
^ piccblo torrente potefle^ per cofi dire in un infiante cangiaiii in un 
terribil gigante,** (AnnaL dltalia> torn, xvi, p. 443. Mian, 1753, 
Svo. edit.}. 

• * Goths 
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CHAP. Ooths could? traverfe, without impediment, the 
^J^^Li ^^^^ ^"^ *^"y ^^^^9 whofe centre was faintly 
marked by the courfe of a (hallow ftream. The 
bridge and pafiage of the Addua were fecored by 
, a ftrong detachment of the Gothic army ; and as 
Alaric approached the walls, or rather the fub- 
urbs, of Milan, he enjoyed the proud fatisfaftioa 
of feeing the Emperor of the Romans Qy before 
him. Honorius, accompanied by a feeble train 
of (latefmen and eunuchs, haftily retreated to* 
wards the Alps, with a defign qf fecuring his 
perfon in the city of Aries, which had often been 
the royal refidence of his predecefibrs. But Ho- 
norius '* had fcarcely puffed the Po, before he 
was overtaken by the ipeed of the Gothic ca- 
valry ^^ ; fince the urgency of the danger com- 
pelled him to feek a temporary Ihelter within the 
fortification of Afta, a town of Liguria or Pie- 
mont, fituate on the banks of the Tanarus ^^ 
The fiege of an obfcure place, which contained 
fo rich a prize, and feemed incapable of a long 
refiftance, was inilantly formed, and indefatigably 
prefled, by the King of the Goths ; and the bold 
declaration, which the Emperor might afterwards 

^ Claudiaii does not ckarly anfwer our queftioD* Where wit Ho- 
jiorius himfelf ? Yettheflight is maiked by the purfuH ; vid my 
idea of the Gothic war u juitified by the Italian critic8» Sigoniut 
(torn. i. P. ii. p- 3^9* de Ilnp. Occident. L x.) and Muratori(AnnaB 
dltalia, tom.iv. p. 450' 

3» One of the roads may be traced in the Itineraries (p. 98. 2SS. 
^94. with WeffeUng's Notes.). Afia lay fome miles on the right 
hand. 

^ Aitif or Aidf a Roman coIony» Is now the capital of a pleafiuit 
county, which, in the fixteenth century, devolved to the Dukes of 
Savoy (Leandro Alberti Defcrizxione d'ltalia, p. 382.). 

make. 
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make, that his brearfl 4iad never been fufceptible c H A P. 
of fear, did not probably obtain much credit, even '^^^^^ 
in his own court ^\ In the laft, and almoft hope- 
lefs extremity, after the Barbarians had already 
propofed the indignity of a capitulation, the Im- 
perial captive wasfuddenly relieved by the fame, 
the approach, and at length the prefence of the 
hero, virhom he had fo long expe6ted. At the 
head of achofen and intrepid vanguard, Stilicho 
fwam the ftream of the Addua, to gain the time 
Which he muft have loft in the attack of the 
bridge ; the paflage of the Po was an enterprife 
of much left hazard and difficulty ; and the fuc- 
cefsful a6tion, in which he cut his way through 
the Gothic camp under the walls of Afta, re- 
vived the hopes, and vindicated the honour, of 
Rome. Inftead of grafping the fruit of his vic- 
tory, the Barbarian was gradually invefted, on 
every fide, by the troops of the Weft, who fuc- 
ceffively iffued through all the pafles of the Alps ; 
•his quarters were ftraightened ; his convoys were 
intercepted ; and the vigilance of the Romans 
prepared to form a chain of fortifications, and to 
befiege the lines of the befiegers. A military 
council was aflembled of the long-haired chie^ 
of the (jothic nation ; of aged warriors, whofe 
bodies were wrappejd in furs, and whofe ftern 
countenances were marked with honourable 
wounds. They weighed the glory of perfifting 



'^' Nee me dmor impulit uUds. He might hold this pcouill 
the next year at Roine> five hundred miles from the fcene of danger 
(ti Conf. Hon. 449*)> 

03 in 
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c H A P. in their attempt againft the advantage of fecuring^ 
\ ^^_j their plunder; and they recommended the pru- 
dent meafure of a feafonable retreat. In this im- 
portant debate, Alaric difplayed the fpirit of the 
conqueror of Rome ; and after he had reminded 
his countrymen of their atchievements and of 
their defigns^he concluded his animating ipeech, 
by the Iblemn and pofitive afiurance, that he was 
refolved to find in Italy, either a kingdom, or a 
grave ^. 
Battle of The loofe difcipline of the Barbarians always 
Pototia, cxpofed them to the danger of a furprife j but^ 
March 2^ inftead of chufing the diffolute hours of riot and 
intemperance, Stilicho refolved to attack the 
Chri/Uan Goths, whilft they were devoutly 
employed in celebrating the feflival of Eafter ^^ 
The execution of the llratagem, or, as it was 
termed by the clergy, of the iacrilege, was en-* 
trufted to Saul, a Barbarian and a Pagan, who 
had ferved, however, with diftinguiihed reputa^ 
tion among the veteran generals of Theodofius. 
The campof the Goths, which Alaric had pitched 

^ Hanc ego vel viAor regnoi vd morte teacba 
Vidtusy humnm ■ ■ 
The fpeeches (de Bell. Get. 479— -i 49*) ^^ ^ Gothic Neftor^ and 
Achillesy are firoagy chaxa^fterifticy ad^>tcd to the circuinilance»; 
and poffibly not left genuine than thoTe of livy. ' 

1^ Orofius (1. vii. c. 37.) is (hocked at the impietf of the Romant, 
who attacked»on Eafter Sunday^ fiich pious Chriftians; Yet^ at the 
fame tiine» public prayers were offered at the Ihrine of St* Thomas of 
Edefla, for the definition of the Arian robber. SeelUkmont (Hift. 
des Emp. torn. v. p.529.)» who quotes an homily, which baa btaii 
errooeouily aiciibed to St« Chryioftom. 

in 
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in the neighbourhood of Pollentia ^j was throwq chap. 
into confufion by the fudden and impetuous ^^^* 
charge of the Imperial cavahy ; but, in a few 
moments, the undaunted genius of their leader 
gave them an order, and a field of battle \ and 
as foon as they had recovered from their aftoniih- 
ment, the pious confidence, that the God of the 
Chriftians would aifert their caufe, added new 
ftrength to their native valour. In this engage* 
ment, which was long maintained with equal 
courage and fuccefs, the chief of the Alani, whofe 
diminutive and favage form concealed a magna- 
nimous foul, approved his fufpe6led loyalty, by 
the zeal with which he fought, and fell, in the 
fervice of the republic j and the fame of this gal- 
lant Barbarian has been imperfectly preferved in 
the verfes of Claudian, fince the poet, who cele- 
brates his virtue, has omitted the mention of 
his name. His death was followed by the flight 
and difmay of the fquadrons which he command- 
ed J and the defeat of the wing of cavalry might 
have decided the victory of Alaric, if Stilicho had 
not immediately led the Roman and Barbarian 
infantry to the attack. The fkill of the general, 
and the bravery of the foldiers, furmounted every 
obilacle. In the evening of the bloody day, the 
Goths retreated from the field of battle ; the 
intrenchments of their camp were forced, and the 
fcene of rapine and flaughter made fome atone- 

^ The veftiges of Pollentia arc t\i'enty-five miles to the fouth-eaft 
of Turin. Urbs^ in the fame neighbourhood* was a royal chace of 
the kings of Lombardy» and a fmall river, which excufeid the predic- 
tiony ^ penetrabis ad urbem.'' (Cluver. Ital. A ttiq. torn. 1. 
p. 83—85.). 

04 ment 
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CHAP, ment for the calamities which they had infiiftecl 
^^^^^' . ^^ the fubje6ls of the empire "^ The ma^ifieettt 
fpaiis of Coritith and Argos enriched the vetef an* 
of the Weft ; the captive wife of Alaric, who bad 
impatiently claimed his promife of Roman jew^S' 
and Patrician handmaids % was redwded to 
implore the mercy of the infulting foe $ and 
many thoufand prifoners, releafed from the Go- 
thic chains, difperfed through the* provinces of 
Italy the praifes of their heroic deliverer. The 
triumph of Stilicho *^ was compared by the poet, 
and perhaps by the public, to that of Mdrias$ 
who, in the fame part of Italy, had encounterdd 
and deftroyed another army of Northern Barba- 
rians. The huge bones, and the empty helmets, 
of the Cimbri and of the Goths, would eafily be 
confounded by fucceeding generations; andpof* 
terity might ere6l a common trophy to the me- 
mory of the two moft illuftrious generals, who 
bad vanqui{hed, on the fame memorable grou^, 
the two moft formidable enemies of Rome ^^ 

The 

^'^ Orofius wifhes, in doubtful words, to iniifiuate the defeat of the 
Romans. " Pugnantes vicimus, vi^ores vnfti fumus." Profpt* 
(in Chron.) makes it an equal and bloody, battle; but the GSotklc 
writers, Cuffiodorius (in Chron.) and Jomandes (deReb. Get. c. %^.) 
claim a decifive viiSlory. 

^ Demens Aufonidum gemmata molulia matrum» 
Romanafque alta famulas cervice petebat. 

Be Bell. Get. 627. 

*7 Claudian (de Bell. Get. 580 — 647) and Prudentius (in Sym- 
mach. 1. ii- 694—719. celebrate, without ambiguity, the Roman 
vidory of Pollentia. They are poetical and party writers ; yetfome 
credit is due to the moft fufpicious witneJDfes, who are cheeki^ by the 
recetit notoriety of fa^. 

*^ Claudian's peroration is ftrong and elegant ; but the ideiitity of the 
Cimbric and Gothic fields, muft be underitood (like Virgil's Philippi, 

Geoi^c i. 
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The eloquence of Claudisn ^ has celebrated^ c H a r 
with lavifh applaufe, the victory of Follentia, one ^ ^^' 
of the moft ^orious days in the Kfe of his patron ; BoWnds 
birt his reluctant and partial miife beftows more andn^tneat 

«f Alarir 

genuine praife on the chara6):er of the Gothic 
king. His natne is indeed branded wilfh the 
reproachful epithets of pirate and robber, to which 
the conquerors of every age are fo juftly entitled ; 
but the poet of Stilicho is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Alaric poflefled the invincible temper 
of mind, which rifes fuperior to every misfortune, 
and derives new refources from adverfity. After 
the total defeat of his infantry, he efcaped, or 
rather withdrew, from the field of battle, with the 
greateft part of his cavalry entire and unbroken. 
Without wafting a moment to lament the irre- 
parable lofs of (b many brave companions, be left 
his victorious enemy to bind in chains the captive 
images of a Gothic king **" ; and boldly refolved 
to break through the unguarded pafles of the 
Apennine, to fpread defolation over the fruitful 
face of Tufcany, and to conquer or die before the 
gates of Rome. The capital was fhved by the 

Georgic i. 490.) according to the look geognphy of a poet* VerctlfaK 
and PoUentia are iixty miles from each other ; and the latitude is ftill 
greater, if the Cimbri were defeated in the wide and barren plain of 
Verona (Mafleiy Verona liluftratav P. i. p. 54^.^.). 

''* Claudian and Prudentiua muil be ftrid^ly examinedy^ to reduce th« 
figureSf and extort the hifbric fe ife of thofe poets. 

^ £t gratant en airain fes h^ts avantages 
De mes etats conquis enchainer les images. 
The pra^ice of expofing in tnumph the images of kings and provincfea 
was familiar to the Romans. The buft of Blithridates hinoielf vnM 
1% feet high of tsaiff geld (Fieiiifllaiib Supplement Livian. ciii#47*> 

afitive 
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CHAP, adlive and inceffant diligence of Stilicho : but he 
^^^^ refpe^ed the defpair of his enemy j and, ioftead 
of committing the fate of the republic to the 
chance of another battle, he propofed to purchafe 
the abfence of the Barbarians. The fpirit of 
Alaric would have rejefted fuch terms, the per- 
miffion of a retreat, and the offer of a peniion, 
with contempt and indignation; but he exercifed 
a limited and precarious authority over the inde- 
pendent chieftains, who had raifed him for their 
fervice, above the rank of his equals ; they were 
ftill lefs difpofed to follow an unfuccefsful gene- 
ral, and many of them were tempted to confult 
their intereft by a private negociation with the 
minifter of Honorius. The king fubmitted U> 
the voice of his people, ratified the treaty with 
the empire of the Weft, and repafled the Po, 
with the remains of the flourilhing army which 
he had led into Italy. A confiderable part of the 
Roman forces ftill continued to attend his mo- 
tions ; and StUicho, who maintained a fecret cor- 
reipondence with fome of the Barbarian chiefs, 
was punfilually apprifed of the defigns that were 
formed in the camp and council of Alaric. The 
King of the Goths, ambitious to fignalize his 
retreat by fome fplendid atchievement, had 
refolved to occupy the important city of Verona, 
which commands the principal paflage of the 
Rhaetian Alps ; and, dire6ling his march through 
the territories of thofe German tribes, whofe 
alliance would reftore his exhaufted ftrength, to 
invade, on the fide of the Rhine, the wealthy and 

unfufpedting 
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unAifpe£tmg provinces of GauL Ignorant of the chap. 
treafon, which had already betrayed his bold and xxx.^ 
judicious enterprife, he advanced towards the 
pafles of the mountains, already pofiefled by the 
Imperial troops ; where he was expofed, almoit 
at the fame inftant, to. a general attack in the 
fronts on his flanks, and in the rear. In this 
boody a6lion, at a fmall diftance from the walls 
of Verona, the lofs of the Goths was not Ie(s 
heavy than that which they had fuftained in the 
defeat of PoUentia ; and their valiant king, who 
efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe, mud either 
have been flain or made prifoner, if the hafty 
rafhnefs of the Alani had not difappointed the 
meafures of the Roman general. Alaric fecured 
the remains of his army on the adjacent rocks ; 
and prepared himfelf, with undaunted refolution, 
to maintain a fiege againU the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy, who inveiled him on all fides. 
But he could not oppofethe deilrudtive progrefs 
of hunger and difeafe ; nor was it poffible for him 
to check the continual defertion of his impatient 
and capricious Barbarians. In this extremity he 
itiU found refources in his own courage, or in 
the moderation of his adverlary ; and the retreat 
of the Gothic king was confidered as the deliver- 
ance of Italy *". Yet the people, and even the 
clergy, incapable of forming any rational judg- 
ment of the bufinefs of peace and war, prefumed 
to arraign the policy of Stilicho, who fo often 
vanquifhed, fo often furrounded, and fo often 

" The Cede war and the fixth coafuUhip of Honoriut obfcurely 
c«imedl the events of Alaric's retreat and lo&i. 

difinifled 
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CHAP, difmifled the implacable ernemy of fh^ r^piiblk?. 
.3^^'^^ The firft moment of the public fafety is devefterf 
to gratitude and joy ; but the fecond is diligently 
occupied by envy and calomny ^*. ^ 
The tri- The citizens of Rome had been aftoniQied by 
iHtonoriu^ the approach of Alaric ; and the d8igencc with 
at Rome* which they laboured to reftore the waJls of the 
A.D.404. capital, confeffed their own fears, and the de- 
cline of the empire. After the retreat of the 
Barbarians, Honorius was dire6led to accept the 
dutiful invitation of the fenate, and to celebrate, 
in the Imperial city, the aufpicious ara of the 
Gothic victory, and of his fixth confiilfliip ". 
The fuburbs and the (treats, frdm the Milviah 
bridge to the Palatine mount, were filled by the 
Roman people, who, in the fpace ctf' an hundred 
years, had only thrice been honoured with the 
prefence of their fovereigns. While their eyes 
were fixed on the chariot where Stilicho was 
defervedly feated by the fide of his royal pupil, 
they applauded the pomp of a triumph, which was 
not ftained, like that of Conftantine, or of Theo- 
dofius, with civil blood. The proceffion pstfied 
under a lofty arch, which had been purpdfely 
erected : but in lefs than feven years, the Gothic 
conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able to read, the fuperb infcription of that 
monument, which attefl;ed the total defeat and 



*' Taceo de Alarico • . . faepe vi(5lo, fsepe conc]ufo> femperque 
dimiflb. Orofius, 1. vii. c. 37. p. 567. Claudian (vi Conf. HdXi. 
320.) d'ops the curtain with a fine image. 

^ The remainder of C laudian's poem on the iixth conAiUhip' of If ono- 
rius> defcribes the journey, the triumph, and the games (33o---66o.)»' 

defl;ru6lion 
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deflrwgti«iofth€ir nation". The Emperor refided c hap. 
feveral HHwiths in the capital, and every part of _ ^ ^ ^ 
tm^bel^ajriour wasregulatedwith care tocanciliate 
th€ aflfe^kien of the clergy, the fenate, and the 
people of Rome. The clergy was edified by his 
frequent vifits, and liberal gifts, to the fhrines of 
the apoftles. The fenate, who, in the triumphal 
proceilofi, had been excufed from the humili- 
atiBg eeremony of preceding on foot the Imperial 
chariot, was treated with the decent reverence 
which Stilieho always affected for that aflembly. 
The people was repeatedly gratified by the atten- 
tion and eourtefy of Honorius in the public 
games^ which were celebrated on that occafion 
witha magnificence not unworthy of the fpe€lator. 
As foott as the appointed number of chariot-races 
Was concluded, the decoration of the Circus 
was fitddenly changed; the hunting of wild beaits 
aflbrded a various and fplendid entertainment ; 
and the chace was fucceeded by a military dance, 
which ieems, in the lively defcription of Claudian, 
to prefent the image of a modern tournament. 

In thefe games of Honorius, the inhuman com- The gU- 
bats of gladiators " polluted, for the laft time, the J|S^ 
amphitheatre of Rome. The firft Chriftian 
emperor may claim the honour of the firll edi6l,^ 
which condemned the art and amufement of ihed- 



^ 86< the infeliplakm in Maiboiw^s Hifiory of Um Anciem Germaiut,^ 
' iniif ia» Tke iirordt «e pofitnre and uidiicmtf Gktarum natioi^m m 
omne svum domitamy &c* 

*^ On the curiousy though horrid^ fubjed^ of the gladiators* confult 
the two books of the Saturnalia of lApGatf who, as an antiquarian^ it 
inclmed tb excuff ^e pradHce of antiquity (torn. iii. p. 4^3 — 545.)* 

ding 
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CHAP, ding human blood ^^ ; but this benevolent law 
^°^^ expreifed the wiflies of the prince, without reform- 
ing an inveterate abufe, which degraded acivilifed 
nation below the condition of favage cannibals. 
Several hundred, perhaps feveral thouiand, vie- 
tims, were annually flaughtered in the great 
cities of the empire; and the month of December, 
more peculiarly devoted to the combats of gla- 
diators, ftill exhibited to the eyes of the Roman 
people grateful fpe6tacle of blood and cruelty. 
Amidil the general joy of the victory of PoUentia, 
a Chriftian poet exhorted the Emperor to extir- 
pate, by his authority, the horrid cuflom which 
had fo long refilled the voice of humanity and 
religion ". The pathetic reprefentations of Pru* 
dentins were lefs efie^ual than the generous 
bol^nefs of Telemachus, an Afiatic monk, whole 
death was more ufeful to mankind than his life ^^ 
The Romans were provoked by the interruption 
of their pleafures ; and the rafli monk who had 
defcended into the arena, to feparate the gla- 
diators, was overwhelmed under a ihower of 
ilones. But the madnefs of the people foon 
fubfided J they re(pe6led the memory of Tele- 



s' CocL TheodoC I. xv. tit. xii. leg. x. The Commentary of Gode« 
froy afibrds large materials (torn. v. p. 396.} for the hiflory of 
(^adiftors* 

'^ See the peroration of Prudentius (in Symmach. hii. xzix— ^ 
xX3t.)> who had doubtlefi read the eloquent inve^ive of La^Untiut 
(Divin* Infiitut. l.vi. c. ao.)» The Chriitran apologiftf have not 
-^red thefe bloody games» which were introduced in the teligiout 
feftivalf of Paganiini. 

*' Theodoreti 1. v. c. 16. I wi(h to believe the ftory of Su Tele- 
machus. Yet no church has been dedicatedf no altar has been eredledt 
to the only monk who died a martyr in the caufe of humanity. 

15 machus. 
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machus, who had deferved the honours of mar- chap, 
tyrdom; and they fubmitted, without a murmur, xxx. 
to the laws of Honorius, which aboliflied for 
ever the human facrifices of the amphitheatre. 
The citizens who adhered to the manners of 
their anceftors, might perhaps infinuate, that 
the laft remains of a martial fpirit were preferved 
in this fchool of fortitude, which accuilomed the 
Romans to the fight of blood, and to the con- 
tempt of death : a vain and cruel prejudice, fo 
nobly confuted by the valour of ancient Greece, 
and of modern Europe *'. 

The recent danger, to which the perfon of the Honorius 
Emperor had been expofed in the defencelefi ^^e* ^ 
palace of Milan, urged him to feek a retreat in Rav^,^** 
fome inacceffible fortrefs of Italy, where he might A.D. 404. 
fecurely remain, while the open country was 
covered by a deluge of Barbarians. On the coaft 
of the Hadriatic, about ten or twelve miles from 
the mod fouthern of the feven mouths of the Po, 
the Theflalians had founded the ancient colony 
of Ravenna ^^'j which they afterwards refigned 
to the natives of Umbria. Auguftus, who had 

^^ Cnidelegladiatoram fped^aculuni et inhumanum nonnMs videri 
folety et baudfcio an ita iit^ ut nunc fit. Cicero Tufculan. ii. 1 7. He 
faintly cenfures the abufef and warmly defends the ufiy of thefe fports ; . 
oculis nulla poterat elle fortior contra dolorem et mortem difcipllna. 
Seneca (epiftvil) ihews the feelings of a man. 

** This account of Ravenna is drawn from Strabo (U v. p. 317.), 
Pliny (iii. 20. )> Stephen of Byzantium (fub voce Voifimu^ p. 651. edit, 
Berkel.)f Claudian. (in vi Conf. Honor* 4949 &c.)y Sidonius AppoUi^ 
jiaris (1. L epift. 5. 8*)> Jomandes (de Reb. Get. c. 29.), Procopius 
(de BelU Gothie. 1, i. c. i. p. 309. edit. Louvre)> and Cluverius (Itah ' 
Anti4|. torn. i. p. 301— 307.)* Yet I iftillwant a local antiquarianf 
and a godd topographical map. 

obferved 
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CHAP, abferved the opportunity of the place, prepared, 
fff\, at the diftance of three miles from the old town, 
a capacious harbour, for the reception of tw<H 
hundred and fifty (hips of war. This naval efta- 
blifliment, which included the arfenals and maiga- 
zines, the barracks of the troops, and the houfes 
of the artificers, derived its origin and name from 
the permanent ftation of the Roman fleet ; the 
intermediate fpace was foon filled with buildings 
and inhabitants, and the three extenftve and 
populous quarters of Ravenna gradually contri* 
buted to form one of the moft important cities of 
Italy* The principal canal of Augufl:us poured 
a copious ftream of the waters of the Po through 
the midft of the city, to the entrance of the har« 
hour ; the lame waters were introduced into the 
profound ditches that encompaifed the walls; 
they were diflributed by a thoufand fubordinate 
canals into every part of the city, which they 
divided into a variety of fmall iflands ; "the com- 
munication was maintained only by the ufe of 
boats and bridges ; and the houfes of Ravenna, 
whofe appearance may be compared to that of 
Venice, were raifed on the foundation of wooden 
piles. The adjacent country, to the diftance of 
many miles, was a deep and impaflable morafs ; 
and the artificial caufeway, which connedled 
Ravenna with the continent, might be eafily 
guarded, or deftroyed, on the approach of an 
hoftile army. Thefe morafles were interiperfed, 
bowever, with vineyards; and though the foil was 
exhafted by four or five crops, the town enjoyed 

I a a more 
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a iftbre plentiful fiapply of wime than ^ frefla chap. 
water ^'. ^IW air, inftead of receiving thq ficikly, ^J^^j^ 
and aimoft {ieftilential, exba)ati0ii& of low and 
marfby gi?oui^, was^ diftinguiflied, like the neigh« 
bom hood of Alexandria,, to uncommotilypure 
and fklubpioys ; and thi$ fingolar advantage wa» 
aleribM to the regular tides of the Hadri^ic, 
which fwept the canalsi, interrupted the unwhole«- 
fome flagnation of the Waiters, and floated, every 
day, the veffels of the ad^oe^t country into the 
beart^of Ravefina. The gi^dualTetf^at of theJCea 
bag l^^ft the modern dty at the dpanoe of ifour 
mtl^i ivotti the Hadriatic ( and as early as the 
ilAh or liiith dehtu^ry of the Cbriftiati ffira,tiie pofft 
ef AuguftKi$tras<}onverted iqtapieafantorcharda^ 
and a Ipneiy gr^Dve of pines cwmtteA the ^jound 
M^here the^Rovnan fleet once node at aachtiF^^ 
Even this alteration contribute4 to increafe the 
natural ftrength of the place;: ^nd the ihaUow^ 
nefs of the wateir wa^ a fufficient barrier againft 
the large ihips of the enemy. This advantageoiEis 
£tuation was fbrti^ed by art and labour ; and in 

I the twentieth year of bis age^ the Eroperoi of the 

' . / 

/ . ( ■ 

•' MArtlaF (Epigram iii. 56,57.) plays on the trick of tbe kaaTe^ 
^q jboft fold him wm inftead of. water ; b^t ]|e (i^riqiifly ^dMskm^, 
tk^t a ci0eni at Ravenna is more valuable than a vineyard. Sidonius 
complains that the town is deftitute of fountaiiis and aquedu(5ls ; and 
ittnks the vaAt «f frel& water anon^ ^f lo^ /civils^ fuch ?8 tl)(^ CF09H- 
iijp of frojgf^, th^ Aingin^ of gi^tsb &c. 

^* The fable of Theodore and Honoria, which Dfy^en has lb ad- 
mirably tranfplanted from Bocaccio (Giornata, iii. novel!, viii.) wis 
adled in the wood of Cbiaffiy a corrupt word from ClaJJls^ the naval 
fhUkifk «)»i9h» Vic 0)0 i9lji9rm^di9t§ roa4) pr fubur(b t]^e Vi^ Oejarui 

, VOL. V, p '^ ^ • Well, 
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^ XTC.^* Weft, anxious only for his perfonal Mety, retired 
^-^-,__^ to the perpetual confinement of the walls and 
morafles of Ravenna* The example of Hono- 
rius was imitated by his feeble fucceflbrs, the 
Gothic kings, and ^erwards the E^^archs, who 
occupied the throne and palace of the emperors j 
and, till the middle of the eighth century, Ra- 
venna was confidered as the feat of government, 
and the capital of Italy ^^ 
The rev<^ The fears of Honorius were not without foun- 
Scythia, datiou, uor were his precautions without effeS:. 
A.D.400. Whije Italy rejoiced in her deliverance from the 
Goths, a furious tempeft was excited among the 
nations of Germany, who yielded to the irrefift- 
ible impulfe that s^pears to have been gradually 
communicated from the eaftern extremity of the 
continent of Afia* The Chinefe annals, as they 
have been interpreted by the learned induftry of 
the prefent age, 9iay be ufefuUy applied to re- 
veal the fecret and remote caufe^ of the fall of 
the Roman empire. The extenfiye territory to the 
(fu>rth of the great wall, was pofTefTed, after the 
flight of the Huns, by the vi£torious Sienpi ; 
who were fometimes broken into independent 
tribes, and fometimes re-united under a fupreme 
chief J till at length ftyling themfelves Topa^ or 
matters of the earth, they acquired a more folid 
confiftence, and a more formidable power. The 
Topa foon compelled the paftoral nations of the 
eaftern defert to acknowledge the fuperiority of 

^ From the year 404* the dates of the Theodofian Code become 
, fedentary at Conftantinople ind Rayeniia. See Go4efiroy^l Chronology 

•f the Lawty torn. t. p. Z489 &c 

their 
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their arms ; they invaded China in a period of e h A p. 
weaknefs and inteftine difcord ; and thefe fprtu- , ^^ , 
nate Tartars, adopting the laws and manners at 
the vanquiflied people, founded *n Imperial 
dynafty, which reigned ne^r one hundred and 
fixty yiears over the northern provinces of the 
monarchy. Some generations before they at 
cended the throne of China, one of the Topa 
princes had enlifted in his cavalry a flave of th^g 
name of MokO) renowned far his valour; but , 
^ho was tempted, by the fear of puniQiment, to 
deiert his flandard, and to range the defert at the 
bead of an hundred followers. Tbisgang of rob- 
bers and outlaws fwelled into a camp, a tribe, a 
numerous people, diilinguifhed by the appella*- 
tion of Geougen; and their hereditary chieftains, 
the pofterity of Moko the llave,^ affumed their 
rank among the Scythian monarch's. The youth 
of Toulun, the greated of his defcendants, was 
exercifed by thofe misfortunes which are the 
fchopl of heroes. He bravely ftrugglecl with ad* 
verfity, broke the imperious yoke of the- Topa, 
and became the legiflatorof his nation^ and the 
conquerorofTartary. His troops were diftributed 
into regular bands of an hundred and of a thou* 
fand in^n j cowards were ftoi^ to death } the 
moft fplendid hopours were proppfed as the re-^ 
ward of valour ; ind Toulun, who had knowledge 
enough to defpife. the learning of China, adopted 
only fuch artsr" and inftitutions as were favourable 
to the military fpirit of his government* Hi$ 
tents, wbi^ he removed in the Winter feafon to 
a more fo^thern latitude, were pitched> during 

f 2 th^ 
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€ ri A ?. the famnoeT, oi> the ftuitAil banks ^ the Sdlinga. 
3Qgx,^ jpijg conquefts ftrttched from Corea far beyond 
the river Irtift. He vanquifhed, in the couatry 
to the north ef the Cafpiafl fea, the nation of 
the Huns ; and the new title of Khan^ or Cagany 
feKprefled the fame and power whii^fa he derived 
frdm this memorable vi^ory^*. 
Emigra- The ebftin o£ events is internipted^ or rath^ 
northern ^ ^ Concealed, as it paflfes from the Volga to the 
Germans, Viftula, thfongh the dark inter^ which fepa- 
"*^^' rates the extreme Bmits of tbe Chincfe, and of 
the Boman, geography. Yet the tempei? of the 
Barbarians, and the experience of luceefllve emi- 
grations, fuffieiently declare, that the Hnns^ who 
were opprefled by the arms of the Geougen, Coon 
withdrew from the prefenee of an inliiltfng vi^or. 
The countries towards the Jkixine were already 
occupied by their kindred tribes ; and their hafty 
flight, which they ibon converted into a bold 
attack, would more naturally be dfre^ed towards 
the rich and level plains, through which the 
Viftula gently flows into the Baltic fea, , The 
North muft again have been alarmed, and agi- 
tated, by the invafion of the Hans ; and the 
nations who retreated before them muft have 
pi'efTed with incwnbent weight on the confines 
o£ Germany ^K The inhabitants of thofe regions, 

: '^^ SeeM..(i0<?<|ign^^ Hift^cfe^Himsytopitt. p< zty^-i^p. toouii. 

. ^ Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. clii, p. iSi') has obferved an 
tfttttgration fi^tt- 'die Fah^ Md^tU to the north of Oanuanyt which 
he «yibjbes to &inute« But hi« '^ws of awieat hifiory ace fhai^tl/ 
darkened by ignorance and error. . . 

which 
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which the ancients have alfigoed to theSuevi, the c H A P. 
VandalS) wd the Burguodianfty migfalt eooimuie , ^^^ 
the refolutiofi of abandimiQg to the fugitives of 
Sarraatia, their wood$ and tnoraiTes i or at lealt 
of dilcharging their fuperftuous numbers on the 
provinces <i£ tiae Roman empire ^. About four 
years after die victorious Toulun had aflhmedthe 
title of Khan of the Gpeougen, another Barbarian, 
the haughty Rhodogiaft, or Badagaifii8^% marched 
from the nortliern extremities of Germany dmoft 
to the gates of Borne, land left the remains of his 
atrmy to atchieve the d^rnStiaa of the Weft. Tho 
Vandals, the'Suevi, and tbe^rguiuiians,£Drinied 
theftrengthof thiSiuightyhoft; bixtthe Alani,who 
had found aA hofpitable reception in their new 
feats, added their ai^ve cavalry to the heavy 
infantry qF the Germans ; an4 <ihe Gothic adven- 
turers cro»rded fo eagerly to the ilandard of Bada« 
gaifus, tliat, by fome hiftoriaBS,he has been flyled 
theKing of theGoths. Twelve thouland warriors, 
diilinguifbed above the vulgar by their noble 
birth, or their valiant deeds, glittered in the van^; 
and the whole multitude^ wliich was not lefs than 

two 

^ Zcfimui (!• v» P* 331*) ^^ec the gQneral dtt&ription of tbe nationt 
beyond the Danube and the Rhine. Their iitmtiony and confequently 
dieir namesy are manifeftly fhewn, even in the various epithets which 
«ach ancient writer ixuy have cafually added* 

*' The name of Rhadagaft was that of a local deity of the Obotrites 
(in Mecklenbuf^h). A hero might naturally aflbme the appellation of 
hu tutelar god ; but it is not probable that the Barbarians fiiould wort 
ihip an unfucceftful hero» See M^tfcou, Hift. of the Germans, viii. 14, 

^ Olympiodorus (apud Photium, p. 180.) ufes the Greek, word 
Orr(/A«T0t ; which does notcom'ey any preciie idea. I fufpedl that they 

P 3 were 
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c H A P. two hundred thoufand fighting men, might be 
i^^-^ increafed, by the acceffion of women, of children, 
and of flaves, to the amount of four hundred 
thoufand perfons. This formidable emigration* 
iflued from the fame coaft of the Baltic, which 
had poured forth the myriads of the Cimbri 
and Teutones, to aiTault Rome and Italy in the 
vigour of the republic. After the departure of 
thofe Barbarians, their native country, which 
was marked by the veftiges of their greatnefs^ 
long ramparts, and gigantic moles ^, remained, 
during fome ages, avail and dreary folitude; 
till the human fpecies was renewed by the powers 
of generation, and the vacancy was filled by the 
influx of new inhabitants. The nations who now 
ufurp an extent of land, which they are unable 
to cultivate, would fopn be affifted by the indut 
trious poverty of their neighbours, if the govern- 
ment of Europe did not protect the claims of 
dominiop and property. 
Radagaifut The correfpondence of nations was, in that 
invadei age, fo imperfe6l and precarious, that the revo- 
a!d.4o6. lutions of the North might efcape the knowledge 
of .the court of Ravenna ; till the dark cloud, 
which was colle6led along the coaft of the Baltic, 
burft in thunder upon the banks of the Upper 
Danube. The Emperor of the Weft, if his mi- 
nifters difturbed his amufements by the news of 

were the princes and nobles, with their faithful companions ; the 
knights with their fquires, as they would have been ftyled feme cen- 
turies afterwards. 
^ Tacit. dtMoribus Germanorum, €.37. 

the 
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the impending danger, was fatisfied with bteing chap. 
the occafion, and the fpedlator of the war ^^ The ^^^^ 
fSkty of Rome was entrufted to the counfels, and 
the iwerd, of Stiiicho ; but fuch was the feeble 
and exbaufted Hate of the empire, that it was 
impoflible to reftore t^e fortifications of the 
Danube, or to prevent, by a vigorous effort, the 
invafion of the Germans '". The hopes ef the vi- 
gilant minifter of Honorius were confined (to the 
defenceof Italy. He once more abandoned the 
provinces, recalled the troops, piaffed the new 
levies, which were rigoroufly exa6ted, and pufiU 
lanimoufly eluded; employed the mod eflScacious 
means to arrefl:, or allure, the deferters ; and 
offered the gift of freedom, and of two pieces of 
gold, to all the flaves who would enlift^S By 
thefe efforts he painfully colle6ted, from the fub- 
je6ls of a great empire, an army of thirty or forty 
thouland men, which, in the days of Scipio or 
Camillus, would have been inftantlyfurnilhed by 

^ . Cujus agoidl 

Spedlator vel clufa fuiy 

Claudiany vi ConC Hon. 439. 

18 the modeft language of Honoriusy in fpeaking of the Gothic war, 
which he had feen fomewhat nearer. 

^' Zofimus (1. V. p. 331.) tranfports the war* and the vi^ory ef 
Stiiicho* beyond the Danube. A ftrange error» which is awkwardly 
and imperfedUy cuted* by readmg A^voy for Irpoy (Tillemont* Hift. det 
Emp. torn. V. p. 807.). In good policy* we muit ufe the femce of 
Zofimusy without efteeming or trufting him. 

7' Codex Theodof. 1. viL tit. xiii. leg. z6. The date of thij law 
(A.D.406, May iS.) ladsfies mey as it had done Godefroy (tom.iL 
P* 3^7 ')» of the true year of the invafion of Radagaifus. Tillemont> 
Pagiy and Muratoriy prefer the preceding year ; but they are bound by 
certam obligations incivility and refpedl to St. Paulinus of Nda* 

p 4 the 
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CI1\AT. the ftec otizBBB of the territxjiy 6f Robiift «. The 



^^^^ thirty, legions of Stilicho *^er^ rainfoTded by 4 



large body of Barbarian auxiliaries ; thefuitybl 
Ahmi were perfonilly attached to his fefrice } 
and the troops of Huns dnd of Goths^ who ftiatdh* 
ed uteder Ae banners of their native |)^intge$^ 
Haldin and Saras^ were anSioat^ by intereft ati4 
refentment to oppofe the ambitibh of Raddgaifos« 
The kii^ of the confederate Germatii )>afied» 
without !refiftan€e^ the Aips, the Po, aitid the 
Apennine ; leaving on o«i^ hand the i»acc^bl^ 
psdace of Honorius fecurely buried among th^ 
« marfiies of Ravenna; and^ on .the other^ the 
camp of Stilicho) who had £xed his heiad-quarter^ 
at Ticiuum, or Pavia,, but who fe^ift^ to have 
af oid^d a decifive battle, till he had afiembled 
Befieges his diftaut forces. Many cities of Italy w^e 
Florence, pijjagcd, or deftroyed ; and the fiege rf Flo- 
i>enee '% by Radagaifus^ is one of the eariied 
eveiirts iA the hiftory of that cdebrated republic ; 
whofe firmnefs checked and delayed the unfkilful 
fury of the Barbarians. The fenite and people 
trembled at their approach within an hundred and 



^^ Soon after Rome had been taken by the Gauls, the innate, on a 
indden emergency, armed ten legions, 5>ooo horfe^ and 4a»ooo foot ; 
a fbrce which the city could not have fent forth under Auguftus (Livy, 
vi). i5.). This declaration may t>uzzle an adtiquary, but it is clearly 
exj^ned by Montefquieu. 

^^ Machiavel has explained, at leaft as a phiklfopher, the origin of 
Florence, which infenfibly defcended, for the benefit of trade, from the 
rock of FafulsB to the banks of the Afno (Iftoria Florentin. torn. i. 1. ii. 
p. 36. Londra, 1747). The triumvirs fent a colony to Florence, 
which, under Tiberius. (Tacit Annal. 1. 79.), (leferved the repiitaSion 
and name of a flourtjhing city. See Cluveh "Ital. Antiq. tbrti.i. 
p.507, &c. 

eighty 
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dghty ttiil^ of Rome ; iud anxioufly competed chap. 
the dangeir which they had efcaped, wkh the. .^^^^ 
new perils to which they were expofed. Alaric 
was a Chriftian and a foldief, the leader of a diC- 
ciplined army ; who iinderftood the laws of war>. ' 

who refpe^ed the fan^ity of treaties, and who: 
h^d familiarly converfed with the fubje^i^ of th€> 
empire in the fame camps, and the fame churches. 
The iktiige Radagajfos was a ftranger to the man^ 
i^ers, the religion, and even the language, of tlte 
civili^^ nations of the South. The fierceneife of 
his temper was exafperated by cruel fuperftition ; 
and it was univer£illy believed, that he had bound 
himfelf, by« folefi^n vow, to reduce the city into and threat- 
a heap of ftonfes and aihes, and to facrifice the ^ ^**°**' 
ttioli illuflrious of the Roman faiators, on the 
altars of thofe gods, who were appeafed by hu«- 
man blood. The public danger, which ihould 
have reconciled all domeilic animofities, dit 
p4ayed the incurable madneis of religious fa^ion. 
The opprefled votaries of Jupiter and Mercury 
refpefited, in the implacable aiemy of Rome, the 
character of a devout Pagan ; loudly declared, 
that they we^e more apprehenfive of* the ikcri^ 
fices, than of the arms, of Radagaifus ; ^^nd te* 
cretly rejoiced in the calamities of their country, 
which condemned the faith of their Chriftian 
advei-fafies ''^. 



7^ Yet jthe Jvfk&r of RadagttAifty who woiihipped Thor 4ind Wo- 
dfin^ ^i» veiy diiferent irtim the Olympic or Capitoline Jove. The 
accommodating temper «f PolythaTm might unke thofe vanbas and 
leiiMte^ditiesi; but the feniuae Romaas abhocrMUhe huxHan facnficflt 
pf Gaul and Germany, 

Florence 
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CHAP. Florence was reduced to the laft extremity ; 

^ ^^ *^ 2iod the fainting courage of the citizens was fup- 

Defeatand ported only by the authority of St. Ambrofej 

defhiiaioa who had communicated, in a dream, the promife 

my by sti. ^^ ^ fpcedy deliverance ^^ On a fudden, they 

^^^* beheld, from their walls, the banners of Sftilicho, 

'^^* who advanced, with his united force, to the 

relief of the faithful city ; and who foon marked 

that fatal fpot for the grave of the Barbarian hoft. 

The apparent contradi£tions of thofe writers who 

varioufly relate the defeat of Radagaifus, may be 

reconciled, without offering much violence to 

their refpe^tive teftimonies. Orofius and Au- 

guftin , who were intimately connected by friend- 

fhip and religion, afcribe this miraculous vi^ory 

to the providence of God, rather than to the 

valour of man "• They ftriftly exclude every 

idea of chance, or even of bloodflied ; and pofi* 

tively affirm, that the Romans, whofe camp was 

the fcene of plenty and idlenefs, enjoyed .the di£. 

trefsof the Barbarians,flowly expiring on the fliarp 

and barren ridge of the hills of Faefulas, which 

rife above the city of Florence. Their extrava- 

gant affertion, that not a fingle foldier of the 

Chriftian army was killed, or even wounded, may 

^ Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 50.) relates this ftoryy which he 
received from the mouth of Fanfophia herfelf) a religious matron of 
Florence. Yet the archbilhop foon ceafed to take an active part in the 
bufinefs of the worlds and never became a popular faint. 

"" Auguftin de Civitat. Dei> v. 13. Orofius* Lvii. c.37. p. 567 
^-571. The two friends wrote in Africat ten or twelve years af^ the 
viAory ; and their authority is implicitly followed by Ifidore of Seville 
(in Chron. p* 7x3* edit. Grot.}. How many interefiing fa^ might 
Orofius have inferted in the vacant fpace whkh is devoted to pious 
nonf^piet 

be 
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be difinifled with filent contempt; but the reft c H A P. 
of the narrative of Auguftin and Orofius is con- -'^^^* 
fiftent with the ftate of the war, and the cha* 
ra6i;er of Stiiicho. Confcious that he com- 
manded the Iq/t army of the republic, his pru- 
dence would not expofe it in the open field, to 
the headflrong fury of the Germans. The me- 
thod of furrounding the enemy with ftrong 
lines of circumvallation, which he had twice 
employed againft.the Gothic king, was repeated 
on a larger fcale, and with more confiderable 
effe6l. The examples of Caefar muft have been 
&miliar to the moft illiterate of the Roman war* 
riors ; and the fortifications of Dyrrachium, 
which connefted twenty-four caftles, by a perpe- 
tual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles, afforded 
the model of an intrenchment which might con- 
fine, and fl;arve, the moft numerous hoft of 
Barbarians ". The Roman troops had lefs dege- 
nerated from the induftry, than from the valour 
of their anceftors; and if the fer vile and labo- 
rious work offended the pride of the foldiers, 
Tufcany could fupply many thoufand peaiants, 
who would labour, though, perhaps, they would 
not fight, for the falvation of their native coun- 
try. The imprifoned multitude of horfes and 

,^ Franguntur montes, planumpue per ardua C«lkr 

Ducit opus : pandit 'foflas, turritaque fummis 

Difponit cafielia jugisy magnoque receftii 

Amplexus fines ; ialtus nemorofaque tefqua 

£t filvasf vaftaque feras indagine claudit. 
Yet the fimplicity of truth (Csfar^ de BelL Civ. iii. 44.) it far greater 
than the amplifications of Lucan (FharfaL L vi. 99---6j«). 

men 
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CHAP, men ^^ was gradually deftrayed by &miiie^ ritivBt 
y^^^^ than by tb^ fword ; but the Komans were ex- 
poied, dnriog the progress of fuch an extenfive 
worJ^, to ti^e freqiieM attacks of an impi^tieot 
enemy. The defpair of the hoetgo-y Barbanaas 
would precipitate them againft tbe fortiificatibm 
of 5tilicho ; tl)e genei*al miglit fbmetines mduige 
the ardour of his brave auKiliaries, who eagenly 
prefled to aflault the camp of the Germans ; and 
theie various incidents might produce the Asirp 
and bloody conflid:s which dignify the narrative 
of Zofimus, and the Chjon&cles of Frofper and 
Marcellinus \ A feaibnable Cu/pply of men and 
provifions had b^en introduced into the walis of 
t'loreDce» and the famiihed hoft of Kadagaifin 
was in its turn befi^ed. The proud monarcb of 
fo many warlike nations^ after jl^e lo& of Ms 
braved warriors, was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation, or in the clemeiicy of 
Stilicho*'. But the death of the royal cafitive, 
who was ignominioufly beheaded, difgraoed the 
triumph of Rome and of Chrildianity ; and iite 
Aiort delay of his executioa was ilUfficifetti to 
brand the conqueror with the guilt of oool jad 

^ The rhetorical exprefTiond of Orofius, ^ In arido et a%ero montU 
« jttgo ;** ^ in untitti ac parvnm verticem," are ^lot very fuitable to 
the encampment of a great army. But Fsfulae* only three miles from 
Florence^ might afford fj)ace for 4he bead-quarters of Radagaifusy and 
would be comprehend^ within the circuit of the Roman linas. 

^ See T^fimusy Lv. p* 331. and the Chroi^les-ef ftx>i|>er and 
Marcellinus. 

•' Olympiodorus (apud Phrititrm, p. tSo.) nfes an e^cpreffion 
(ff^VffVBOB^piotcn))) <which would denote a %ri(^ and friendly alliancej and 
render Stificho )ftiU, more criminal. The paulifper detentus, deinde 
interfedlusy of Qrofius> is fufficiently odious. 

I deliberate 
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dsiSbwats cvmitj ^^ The famifbed GeiQiabSt chap. 
vdiix e&aped the fiuy of the auxiliaries, were fold ^^ ^' 
asilaTesi jut the contemptible price of as. many 
fingle pieces of gold : but the di^rence of food 
and climate £wep<; away gveat numbeta of thofe 
unhappy ftrangeri^ ; and it was ob£Brved tliat the 
inhuman p»rchafeis, inAead of reaping the il:uit9 
4»f their labour, wem foon obliged to provide thq 
expence of their interments Stilicho informed 
the Empetor aisd the fksate of his iuQce&; and 
deferred, a. fecond time, the glorious title of 
Iteliverer of ftaly ^^ . 

: The^fhe df the viAory, '4Uid more eipecially The re- 
of the micade, has encouraged a vain pftrfuaflori J^^^ ^^ 
that t|ie whole army, or rather nation, of Oer^ mans in- 
maas, who migrated firowt the (hores o^ftbe Baltic, "2%^^' 
miferaUy periihed under the walls of Florence. Dec. 31. 
Sueh indeed was the £ite of Radag^ifus hitDfelf, 
of his brave and faithful companions, and of 
more than one*third of the various multitude of 
Sueves and Vandals, of Alani and Burgundians, 
viho adhered to the itandard of tbeir general '^ 
The uniott.of fuch an army might excite our fiir- 

"' Oro0u<i phu&f inhuimant facHflces t^ king and ptt«ipl«^ Agog 
and the Amalekitesy without a fymptom of compafiion. The bloody 
a^or 18 lefs deteilable than the cool unfeeling hlfiorian. 

*^ AndClaudian's mufe> was fhe aileep? had (he beep iUp^ud? 
IWethinks the feventh cqnfuHhip of Honorius (A.D. 407.) wQuld 
have fumsflied the fubje^l of a nMe poem. Before it was difcovered 
that the ftate couH no longer be faved, Stilicho (after Romulus, Ca- 
pnillufii and Matii»») night have beeik worthily AimBined the fourth 
fpimder of' Rome. 

^ A luminous pa&ge of Profp^'s Chrenicley <f in ires faftes^ 
per ditjerfo^ prmiipeitf dfvijks ex^rsitus*' reduce* the imradc df 
WUxenciBf and co^vtdU t)te hiiory of haly^ 0«ul, aod Gcnoany. 

prife, 
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CHAP, prife^ biit the caufes of reparation are obvious 
^^^ ^ and forcible ; the pride of birth, the infolence of 
valour, thejealoufy of command, the impatience 
of fubordination, and the obilinate conflict of 
opinions, of interefts, and of paflions, among fi> 
many kings and warriors, who were untaught to 
yield, or to obey. After the defeat of Rada« 
gaifus, two parts of the German hoft, which muft 
have exceeded the number of one hundred thou* 
fand men, ftill remained in arms, between the 
Apennine and the Alps, or between the Alps and 
the Danube. It is uncertain whether they at- 
tempted to revenge the death of their general ; 
but their irregular f iiry was foon diverted by the 
prudence and firmnefs of Stilicho, who oppofed 
their march, and facilitated their retreat ; who 
confidered the fafety of Rome and Italy a& 
the great obje£t of his care, and who iacrificed, 
with too much indifference, the wealth and tran« 
quillity of the diftant provinces *^ The Barba- 
rians acquired, from the jun£li6n of fome Panno- 
nian deferters, the knowledge of the country, and 
of the roads ; and the invafion of Gaul, which 
Alaric had defigned, was executed by the re- 
mains of the great army of Radagaifus*^ 

Yet 

'^ Orofius and Jefdm pofitivdy charge him with iniligating the in- 
vafion. ^ Excitatse a Stilichone gentes^^' &c. They mult mean 
indireSly, He faved Italy at the expence of Gaul. 

^ The Count de Buat is fatisfied* that the OermanB who invaded 
Caul were the twO'tbirds that yet remained of the army of Radagaifua^ 
See the Hiftoire Ancienne des Peuples de l'£ttrope (tom. vii. p. %j» 
1 21. PariS) 1772): an elaborate work) which I had not the advan- 
tage of pex:ufing till the year 1777. At Mily; u 1771^ Ifind the fame 

10 idet 
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Tet if they expe£ted to derive any amftance c HA P. 
from the tribes of Germany, who inhabited the ^^^ ^ 
banks of the Rhine their hopes were difap* 
pointed. The Alemanni preferved a ftate of in- 
a£live neutrality ; and the Franks diilinguifhed 
their zeal and courage in the defence of the em- 
pire. In the rapid progrefs down the Rhine» 
which was the firfl a£i: of the adminiftration of 
Stilicho, he had applied himfelf with peculiar 
attention, to fecure the alliance of the warlike 
Franks, and to remove the irreconcilable ene-» 
mies of peace and of the republic. Marcomir, 
one of their kings, was publicly convi6led, before 
the tribunal of the Roman magiftrate, of violating 
the faith of* treaties. He was fentenced to a 
mild, but diftant, exile, in the province of Tufl 
cany ; and this degradation of the regal dignity 
was fo far from exciting the refentment of his 
fubje6ls, that they puniflied with death the tur- 
bulent Sunno, who attempted to revenge his 
brother ; and maintained a dutiful allegiance to 
the princes, who were eftablifhed on the throne 
by the choice of Stilicho ^\ When the limits of 



idea ezprellbd in a rough draught of the prefent HijQtory. I hav^ ni](xo 
obferved a iimilar intimation in Mafcou (viii. 15.)* ^uc^ agreement^ 
without mutual communicationy may add fome weight to our common 
fentiment. 

^ _. Pf ovincia miflbs 

Expellet citius fafces^ quam Francia regej 

Quos dederis. 

Claudian (i Conf. Stil. 1. i. t^Sf &c.) is clear and fatisfadory. Thefe 
kings of France are unknown to Gregory of Tours ; but the author 
«f the Gefta Francorum mentions both Sunno and Marcomlry anii 
fiames the latter as the father of Pharamond (in tom. ii. p.\(43*)* ^ 
ieems to write from good materials, which he did not underftand. 

Gaul 
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CHAP. Gaul aiid Germany were Ihaken by the northern 
^ ^ ^^ emigration, the Franks bravely encountered the 
j&ngle force of th€ Vandala ; who, regardlefe of 
the leflBons of adverfity, had again feparated their ^ 
troops from the flandard of their BarhariaB 
allies* They paid the penalty of their raifanefs ; 
and twenty thoufknd Vandals, with their king 
GodigifbluH, ware ilain in the field of battle* 
The whple people mufl have been extirpated, if 
the fquadron& of the Alani, advancing to tbeif 
relief, had not trampled down the inf^otry of 
the Franks ; who^ after an honourable i^iiftaacey 
were compelled to relinquiih the unequal cem^ 
teft. The yidtorious confederates purfued their 
march, and on the lafl day of the year, in aftafon 
when tlie watera of the Rhin^ ware moid pare* 
bably tiea^v^j they entered, without oppo^tion^ 
the de£wcel^s provinces of Gaul. This me* 
morable paflage of the Suevi, the Vandals, the 
Alani, and the Burgundians, who never after* 
wards retreated, may be confidered as the fall 
of the Roman empire in the countries beycuid 
the Alps ; and the barrieri?, which had fo loBg 
feparated the favage and the civilized nations 
of the earth, were from that fatal momant 
levelled with the grqund **. 
Defoiation While the peace of Germany was fecured by 
of Gaul, tije attachment of the Fraqks, ^nd the neutrality 
&c. '^^^' ^f the Alemanni, the fabje6ls of Roaje, uncon- 

tlan^ 9 Roman fubjedt^ and a Semi-barbarian. 

fcious 
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fcious of their approaching calamities, enjoyed c HAP. 
the ilate of quiet and profperity, which had fel- ^^^• 
dom blefled the frontiers of GauL Their flocks 
apd herds were permitted to graze in the padures 
of the Barbarians ; their huntfmen penetrated, 
without fear or danger, into the darkeft recefles of 
the Hercynjan wood *'^ The banks of the Rhine 
were prowned like thofe of the Tyber, with ele- 
. gant .houfes^ and well cultivated farms; and if a 
poet defcended the river, he might exprefs his 
doubt, on which fide was iituated the territory of 
the Romans '°. This fcene of peace and plenty 
ijras fuddenly changed into a defert; and the pro- 
ipe6t of the fmoking ruins could alone diflinguii[h 
tbe folitude of nature from the defolation of man. 
The floruriftiing city of Mentz Was furprifed and 
deiliioyed } and many thousand Chjiilians were 
inhumanly malQ^acred in the church. Worips 
perifhed after a long and obftinate fieg^ ; Straff 
burgh. Spires, Rheims, Tournay, Arras, Amiens, 
experienced the cruel oppreffion of the German 
yoke ; and the confuming flames of war fpread 
from the banks of the Rhine over the greateft part 
of the feventeen provinces of GauL That rich 

^ Claudian (iConf. Stil. LI. aai* £cc. l.il. i86.) defcribes the 
pcate and profperity of the Gallic frontier. The Abbe Dubois (Hill. 
Critiqueiy &c» torn* i*^ p« 174O would read Alba (a namelefs rivulet of 
the^i^enxies) inftead of Albu ; and expatiates on the danger of the 
Gallic cattle grazing beyond the Elbe, Fooliih enough ! In poetical 
geography^ . the Elbe^ and the Hercynian» (ignify any river^ or any 
woody^^in Uermany. Claudian is not prepared for the ftricfl e^taminttioQ 
of our antiquaries. 

•• _— — Oeminafque viator 

Cum Tideat ripasy quae (It Romaoa requirat. 

VOL. y, a and 
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CHAP, ^nd extenfive country, as far as the ocean, the 
XXX. Alps, ^ and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the 
Barbarians, who drove before them, in a promif- 
cuous crowd, the bifliop, the fenator, and the 
virgin, laden with the fpoils of their houfes and 
altars^'. The ecclefia^lics, to whom we are in- 
debted for this vague defcription of the public 
calamities, embraced the opportunity of exhort- 
ing the Chriftians to repent of the fins which liad 
provoked the Divine Juftice, and to renounce the 
perilhable goods of a wretched and deceitful 
world. But as the Pelagian controverfy ^, which 
attempts to found the abyfs of grace and predeffi- 
nation, foon became the ferious employment jof 
the Latin clergy ; the Providence which had 
decreed, or forefeen, or permitted, fuch a train 
of moral and natural evils, was ralhly weighed in 
the imp6rfe6l and fallacious balance of reafon. 
The crimes, and the misfortunes, of the ftrffier- 
ing people, were prefumptuoufly compared with 
thole of their anceftors j and they arraigned the 
Divine Juftice, which did not exempt from the 
common deftru6lion the feeble, the guiltlefs, the 
infant portion of the human fpecies. Thefe idle 



'' Jerom. torn. L p.03r See in the xft vol. of the Kiftorhiarrf 
Francey p* 777* 782. Sie proper' extra(5l8 from the Carmen de Pktrvi- 
den^ Divinl/and Sal^dan. The anonymous poet was himleif a ctp> 
tive^ with his bifhop and fellow-citizens. 

'' The Pelagian do^ne* which was firft agitated A* D. 405. wif 
condemned* in the fpace of ten years^ at Rome and Carthage. St* 
Auguftin fought and conquered : but the Greek' church was favour- 
able to his advcrlariet ; and (what is fingular enoOgh) the people did 
not take any part ia a di^ut» which they could not underfiand. 

difputants 
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diiputaBts overlooked the invariable laws iof Ha« c ha |^ 
ture,which have connedled peace with innocence, ^^^ 
pleuty with induftry, and fafety with valour* 
The timid and felfiih policy of the court of JR^* 
V^nna might recal the Balatine legions for the 
protection of It^y ; the remains of the flationafy 
troops might be unequal to the arduous taflc ; 
^nd the Barb^an auxiliaries might prefer the * 
unbounded licence of fpoil, to the benefits of a 
moderate and regular itipend. 3ut the provinci?^ 
/Of GaiU were filled with a numerous race qf 
hardy and robult youth, who, in the defence of 
their houfes, their families, and their alta,rs, if 
they lv94 dared to die, would have deferved to 
, vatiquiAi* ,The knowledge of tbeir jiative coun- 
try would haye enabled them to oppofe continual 
and infiiper^ble obftacles to the progtefs pf an 
invader; ^d.the deficiency pf the Barbarians, 
in aiims as well as in jdifcipline, rqaiov^ the only 
pretence which excufes the f^btpiiflio;! <>f a po- 
pulous country to the inferior numbers of a 
veteran army. When Trance was invaded by 
Ch^rlfs the Fifth, he enquired, of aprifpn^r, 
, bow many days Paris might be diflant from the 
frontier j " Perhaps twelve^ but they will be days 
<« of battle '^V' fuch was the gallant anfw^r 
i¥hich checked the arrogance of that ai&bitious 
prince. The fubjefts of Honorius, and thofe pf 
Francis I., were animated by a very different 
Ipirit ; aijd in lefs than two years, the divided 

" See the Memoires de Gujllanme dv Belky, L vi. In. French, the 
original reprQof is lels obvious^ and more pointed, from the double fenfe 
. of ^e wcrdjournifp which alike fignifies, a dif^^ travel^, or^a battle. 

Q.a troops 
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CHAP, troops of the favages of the Baltic, whofe nuirf' 
, XXX. j^^j.g^ ^^j.^ ^j^gy fairly ftated, would appear con- 
temptible, advanced, without a combat, to the 
foot c€ the Pyrena&an mountains. 
Revolt of Ifl the early part of the reign of Honorius, the 
the Britiih vigilance of Stilicho had fuccefsfuUy guarded the 
A.D.407. remote ifland of Britain from her inceffant ene- 
mies of the ocean, the mountains, and the Irifll 
coaft^^ But thofe reftlefs Barbarians could not 
negle6l the fair opportunity of the Gothic war, 
when the walls and flations of the province were 
ftripped of the Roman troops. If any of the le- 
gionaries were permitted to return from the Ita- 
lian expedition, their faithful report of the court 
and charadter of Honorius mud have tended to 
diflblve the bonds of allegiance, and to exafperate 
the feditious temper of the Britifh army. The 
ipirit of revolt, which had formerly difturbed the 
age of Gallienus, was revived by the capricious 
violence of the foldiers ; and the unfortunate, 
perhaps the ambitious, candidates, who were the 
objedls of their choice^ were the inftruments, and 
at length the vi£lims, 6f their paffion '^ Marcus 

was 

^ Claiidian (1 Conf. StiL L iL 250.). It is fuppofed/that the Scots 
^f Ireland mvadedy by fea^ the whole weftem coaft of Britain : and 
fom« (light credit may be given even to Nenniue; and the Irilh tradi- 
tions (Carte's Hid. of England^ vol. L p. z69.> Whitaker's Genuine 
Hiftory of the Britons^ p. 199. The (ixty-fix lives of St. Patrick^ 
which were extant id the ninth centmy* muft have contained as many 
thoufand lies ; yet we may believe^ that in one of thefe Lifli iaroads^ 
the future apofile was led away captive (Uiher. AntiqOit. Ecdeil 
Britann. p. 431* and Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. tom. xvi. p. 45 6* 
78», Ac). 

•* The Britifh ufurpers arc taken from Zofimus 0. vi. p. 37^ — 
J75*^ . Orofius (l.viL c.40« p*576»577.)» Olyinpiodarus {^vA 

!• Fh^timmf 
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was the firft whom they placed on the throne, as, c 11 A P. 
the lawful Emperor of Britain and of the Wejft, , ^^^* , 
They violated, by the hafty murder of Marcus^ 
the oath of fidelity which they had impofed on; 
themfelves ; and their difapprobation of his man^ 
ners may feem to infcribe an honourable epitaph, 
on his tomb. Gratian was the next whom they 
adorned with the diadem and the purple ; and, at. 
the end of four months, Gratian experienced the 
fiite of his predeceffor. The memory of th^ 
great Conftantine, whom the Britifli legions had 
given to the church and to the empire, fuggefled 
the Angular motive of their third choice. They Confbn- 
difcovered in the ranks a private foldier of the J^^|!J^. 
name of Conftantine, and their impetuous levity ed in Bn- 
had already feated him on the throne, before ^"'^ 
they perceived his incapacity to fuftain the weight a. d. 407. 
of that glorious appellation ^. Yet the authority 
of Conftantine was left precarious, and his go* 
vernment was more fuccefsful, than the tranfient 
reigns of Marcus and of Gratian. The danger 
of leaving his inactive troops in thoie camps^ 
which had been twice polluted with blood and 
fedition, urged him to attempt the redu6tion of 
the Weftern provinces. He landed at Boulogne 
with an inconfiderable force i and after he had re- 
pofed himfelf fome days, he fummoned the cities 

Thotium» p. i8o> i8i.)» tlie ecdefiaftical hiftorianti and the Chronicles* 
The Xatint are ignorant of Marcus. 

^ Cum in Conftantino meonftantlam . • • execrarentur (Sidoniai 
Apollinari8> L y. epift. 9. p. 139. edit, fecund. Sirtnond.). Yet Sido^ 
jiius migfat be tempted* by if} fair a pun, to ftigoiatife a princf^ who 
Jad diigraced hif graad&ther. 

Q 3 of 
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c H A V. of Gaul, which had efcaped the yoke of the Bar- 
"^^^ barians, to acknowledge their lawful fovereign* 
They obeyed the iumnions without relu6lance. 
The neglefl: of the court oJF Ravenna had abfolv- 
ed a deierted people ftom the duty of allegiance ; 
their a3:ua] diftrefs encouraged therii to accept 
any circumftances of change, without apprehen- 
jion, and, perhaps, with fome degree of hope ; 
And they might flatter themfelVes, that the troops, 
the authority, and even the name of a Roman 
emperor, who fixed his refidence in Gaul, would 
proteft the unhappy country from the rage of the 
Barbarians. The firft fucceflbs of Conftantine 
againft the detached parties of the Germans^ 
were m&gnifi^d by the voice of adulation into 
l^lendid and decifive viftories ; which the re- 
union ind itifolence of the enemy foon red;uced 
to their jlift value, tiis negociations procured a 
fiibtt and precarious truce ; and if fome tribes of 
tfife Barbarians ^ere engaged by tfee liberality of 
his gif^s and promifes, to undertbk^ the deftoce 
of the Rhine, tfaefb expenfive alid uncertain tlrea^ 
tie*, inftead of reiftoring the priftine vigour of the 
Gallic frontier, ierved only to di%ra€fe the ina- 
Jefty of the prince, and to exhauft *hat yet re^ 
liiained of the treafiii'es of the republic^ Ekted 
however ^th thii^ iriiagmiary triumph, the vfeto 
deliverer of Gaul advanced into the provinces of 
the Sdiitb, 'to enfcounter a more p^effing and pet^ 
fi>nal danger. Sams the Gb^h wa& ordered to 
lay the head of ihe rebel at the feet of the ^m- 
pteror Honbrius; ^andlhe fdrcies of Bntaiii raifdL 
Italy were unworthfly confumed iti thils aom^ftic 

quarrel. 
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quarrel. After tbe'lofs of his two braved gene- chap. 
rals, Juftlnian and Nevigaftes, the former of xxx. 
whom was flain in the field of battle, the latter 
in a peaceful but treacherous interview, Conftan- 
tine fortified himfelf within the walls of Vienna. 
The place was ineffectually attacked feven days ; 
and the Imperial army fupported, in a precipi- 
tate retreat^ the ignominy of purchafing a fecure 
paffage from the freebooters and outlaws of the 
Alps^'. Thofe mountains now feparated the 
dominions of two rival monarchs : and the for- 
tifications of the double frontier were guarded 
by the troops of the empire, whofe arms would 
have been more ufefuUy employed to maintain 
the Roman limits againft the Barbarians of 
Germany and Scythia. 

On the fide of the Pyrennees, the ambition of He reducei 
Confl;antine might be juftified by the proximity ^^J^^g^ 
of danger j but his throne was foon eftablifhed by 
the conqueft, or ratlier fubmiffion, of Spain; 
which yielded to the influence of regular and ha- 
bitual fubbrdination, and received the laws and 
magiftrates of the Gallic praefe6lure. The only 
oppofition which was made to the authority of 
Confl;antine proceeded not fo much from the 
powers of government, or the fpirit of the people, 
as from the private zeal and intereft of the family 
of Theodofius. Four brothers ^' had obtained 

^ Bagauda IS the name which Zofimus applies to them ; perhapt 
they deferved a left odious charaAer (iee Dubois, Hift. Critique^ 
torn. i. p. ao3. and this Hiftory, vol. ii, p. iai.> We Jhall hear of 
them again. 

' 9* Verinianus, Didymus, Theodofius, and La|odiu8, who, in mop 

dem courts, would be ftyled princes of the blood, were not diftin* 

^^^uSihed by any lank ^ i^tivileg^ above the reft of thdr fellow-fubjedU. 
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C H A P. by the favour of their kinfman, the de.ceafed Era* 
XXX , peror, an honourable rank, and atnple poffeffiov\s, 
in their native country : and the grateful youtls 
refolved to ri(k thof^ advantages in the fervice cf 
his fon. Afl^r ^n unfbccefsful effort tq maintair^ 
their ground at the head of the ftationary troops 
of Lufitania, they retired to their eftates ; where 
th^ armed and levied, at their own expence, a 
confiderable body of flaves and dependents, and 
boldly marched to occupy the ftrong pofts of the 
Pyrenaean mountains. This domeftic infurrec- 
tion alarmed and perplexed the fovereign of Gaul 
and Britain j and he was compelled to negociate 
with fome troops of Barbarian auxiliaries, for the 
fervice of the Spanifli war. They were diftin-^ 
guilhed by the title of Honorians '^ ; a name 
which might have reminded them of their fidelity 
to their lawful fovereign ; and if it ftiould can- 
didly be allowed that the Scots were influenced 
by any partial affefilion for a Britifh prince, the 
Moors and the Marcornantd could be tempted 
only by the profufe liberality of the ufurper, who 
(liflributed among the Barbarians the military, 
and everi the civil, honours of Spain. The nine 
bands of Honorians^ which may be eafily traced 
on the eflablifhment of the W^flern empire^ 
pouid not excepd the number of five thoqfand 
jmen j yet this inconflderable force was fufficient 

^ Thefe Honqrianh or HonoriacU confijfted of two bands of Scots, 
fit Attacotti, two of Moors, two of Marcomanni, the ViAores, the 
Afcarii, and the Gallicani (Notitia Imperii, fe6t xxxviii. edit. Lab.), 
■^ey were part of the fixty-five Auxilia Palatina> and are properly 
/|yled|, fv m wKn Ta?6*f> by Zofimus (L vi. p. 374.}. 

tp 
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to terminate a war, which had threatened the chap. 
power and fafety of Conftantine. The ruftic army xxx. 
of the Theodofian family was fUrrounded ' and ^'^^ 
deftroyed in the Pyrenees: two of the brothers had 
the good fortune to efcape by fea to Italy, or the » 
Eaft; the other two, after an interval of fufpence, 
were executed at Aries ; and if Honorius could 
remain infenfible of the public difgrace, he might 
perhaps be aifedted by the perfonal misfortunes 
of his generous kinfinen. Such were the feeble 
arms which decided the pofleflion of the Weilem 
provinces of Europe, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules. The events of peace' 
and war have undoubtedly been diminiihed by the 
narrow and imperfect view of the hiftorians of the* 
times, who were equally ignorant of the caiifes^ 
and of the effe&s, of the moft important revolu* 
tions. But the total decay of the natiohalftrength- 
had annihilated even the laftrefource of a defpotic 
government ; and the revenue of exhaufted pro* 
vinces could no longer purchafe the military fer« 
vice of a difcontented and piufiUanimous people. 

The poet, whofe flattery has afcribed to the i>fegociV 
Eoman eagle the victories of PoUentia and Ve- ^^^^f 
xona, purfues the hafty retreat of Alaric, from s^akh^^ 
the confines of Italy, with, a horrid train of ima* A.D. 
ginary fpe6tres, fuch as might hover over an army ^*^^~^®** 
a£ Bs^arians, which was ahnoft exterminated by 
jirar^ famine, and difeafe^''^ In the courfe of 

'*• Comitatur euntem 

Pdlor, et atra famctt ; et (aucia Hvidus ora 
%MOsaB ; ^t inferni fhidentes agmlne morbi. 

Claudian ianConf-Hon. 3}i» &c 

* this 
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c HAP. thisunfortunateexpeditioD^theKiDgofthj^Goths 
^^ , .mttft indeed have fuftaiaed a confideraWe Jofs ; 
and his faarafled forces required an interval of 
repofe to recruit their numbers, and revive their 
confidence. Adverfity had exercifed, and diC- 
played, the genius of Alaric ; and the fame of his 
valour invited to the Gothic ilandard the braveH 
of the Barbarian warriors; who, from the Engine 
to the Rhine, were agitated by the defire of 
rapineandconqueft. He haddeferved the efleem, 
and he ibon accepted the friendfhip, of Stilicbo 
himfelf. Renouncing the fer vice of the Emperor 
of the Eafl;, Alaric concluded with the court of 
Ravenna, a treaty of peace and alliance, by which 
lie was dedared mafler-general of the Romaa 
armies throughout the praefe6lure of lUyricum ; 
as it was claimed according to the true and 
ancient limits, by tlie minifter of Honorius '""• 
The execution of the ambitious defign, which 
was either fUpulated, or implied, in the articles of 
the treaty, appears to have been fiifpended by 
the formidable irrup4;ion of Radagaiius ; and the 
neutrality of the Gothic king may perhaps be 
compared to the indifference of Casl^, who^ in 
the copfpiracy of Cataline,refufed eidier tp ^tt, 
or to oppoib, the enemy of the republic. After 
tiie defeat of the Vandals, Stilicbo refbmed hif 
preteafioDsto tbeproirincesof dieE^ft; appointed 
oiyil mogiflrates for the adminiftration of ju^ice^ 

"^ Thefe daik tian&6^oi^ m iiur^g^teil tiy tlie CoQOt de Buat 
(Hift. det ¥ta^^VEar^^ torn. viL ciii.— yiii. p. 69-^406.]^ 
y^P^ k^SRim /*^9Wy WW ftn^ctimci fatigue a fuperficial reader. 
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and of the finances ; and declared his impatience chap. 
to lead to the gates of Conftantinople, the united ^Q^- 
armies of the Bomans and of the Goths* The 
prudenceyhowever,of Stilicho,his averfion to civil 
war, and his perfeA knowledge of the weaknefi 
of the ftate, may countenance the iuipicion, that 
domeftic peace, rather than foreign conquefl, 
was the ofoje6fc of his policy ; and that his prin* 
cipal ctf e was to employ the forces of Alaric at 
a diflance from Italy. This defign conld not long 
efcape the penetraticm of the Gothic king, who 
continued to hold a doubtful, and perhaps a 
treacherous, correipondence with the rival courts; 
who protra6ted, like a diflatisfied mercenary, his 
languid operations in Thefialy and Epirus, and 
who footi returned to claim the extravagant 
reward of his ineffectual fervices. From his camp 
near ^mona ^^^ on the confines of Italy, he 
tranfmitted to the Emperor of the Weft, a long 
account of*promife&,efexpences,andof demands $ 
oaUed 'i^r immediate iktisfa6tion, and clearly 
intitaated the confequences of a 4^^alaU ^ Yet 
if his cdnduA was hoftile, his language was 
decetit and dutifttU He humbly frefeffed him* 
felf /the Mend of Stilicbo, aM the fi>ldier of 
Honorius; o#eped his pei^fen and his troqis to 
^arch, without d^y^ 'Againfft the uforper 4i 

*** Site fldOxuus) it. <p. ^34» ^35* lie liittfraiiu hk kmtf nm- 
rati(ve9 to reUtie tiie fiiUe of J£moiia> smA of the Mp\Atff> ; whidi wm 
drawn oyer-land from that place to the^ Hadriatic. 'Sozomen (1. viii. 
^.'^S* 1*'^^ c.4.)aHd8ecniCe8(l.vii. e. ^.)qaftapftleaiid'd(}ttblAll 
lights MidOrofl««(l.<«Ji* c*j3^ P»i7'f)«at)tMriMMy.|»rtbl. 

1 6 Gaul; 
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CHAP. Gaul ; and folicited, as a permanent retreat for 
K^^^ *^® Gothic nation, the pofleffion of fome ^cant 

province of the Weftem empire. 
Debates of The political and fecret tranfai3;ions of two 
fenate^"**^ ftatefmen, who laboured to deceive each other 
A. D» 4oS. and the world, muil for ever have been concealed 
in the impenetrable darknefs of the cabinet, if the 
debates of a popular afiembly had not thrown 
ibmerays of light on the correipondence of Alaric 
and Stilicho. The neceifity of finding fome arti- 
ficial fupport for a government, which, from a 
principle, not of moderation, but of weakne% 
was reduced to negociate with its own fubje£ls, 
had infenfibly revived the authority of the Roman 
' feaate : and the piinifter of Honorius reQ)e6lfully 
confulted the legiflative council of the republic. 
Stilicho aflembled the fenate in the palace of the 
Casfars; reprefented, in a fl:udied oration, the 
aAual date of affairs ; propofed the demands of 
the Gothic king, and fubmitted to their con- 
fideration the choice of peace or war. The 
fenators, as if they had been fuddenly awakened 
from> a dream of four hundred years, appeared 
on this important occafion to be inQ)ired by the 
courage, rather than by the wifdom, of their pre- 
deceflbrs. They loudly declared, in regular 
ipeeches, or in tumultuary acclamations, thiit it 
was unworthy of the majefty of Rome to purcbafe 
a precarious and difgraceful truce from a Bar- 
barian king ; and that, in the judgment of a 
magnanimous people, the chance of ruin was 
always preferable to the certainty of dilhonour. 

The 
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The minifter: whofe pacific intentions were c H a F. 
feconded only by the voices of a few fervile and 
venal followers, attempted to allay the general 
ferment, by an apology for his own condu6);^ and 
even for the demands of the Gothic prince. 
** The payment of afubfidy, which had excited 
^* the indignation of the Romans, ought not 
^^ (fuch was the language of Stilicho) to be coii- 
" fidered in the odious light, either of a tribute, 
** or of a ranfotn, extorted by the menaces of a 
^^ Barbarian enemy. Alaric had faithfully afiert€d 
" the juft j)retenfions of the republic to the pro- 
vinces which were ufurped by the Greeks of 
Conftantinople : he modeftly required the fair 
and ftipulated recompence of his ferviees; and 
if he had dcffifted from the profecation of his 
entferprife, he had obeyed-, in his retreat, the 
peremptory, though private, letters of the 
•* Emperor himfelf. Thefe contradiftory orders 
*^ (he would not diflemble the errors of his own 
** family) had been procured by the interceffidn 
<« of Serena. The tender piety of his wife badbeen 
•* too deeply affe6led by the difcord of the royal 
** brothers, the Ions of her adopted father ; and 
<^ the fentiments of nature had too eafily prevailed 
** over the ftern di6lates of the public welfare.'* 
Thefe oftenfible reafons, which faintly difguife 
the obfcure intrigues of the palace of Ravenna, 
were fupported by the authority of Stilicho j and 
obtained, after a warm debate, the reluctant 
approbation of the fenate. The tumult of virtue 
and freedom fublided ; and the fum of four thou- 
fand pounds of gold was granted, under the name 

of 
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CHAP, of a fubfidy, to fecure the peace of Italy, and to 

^ ^^ . concfliate the friendfliip of the King of theGotha. 

Laoapadius alone, one of the moll illuflrious 

members of the aiTeinbly, ftill perfifted in bis dif- 

fent ; exclaimed with a loud voice, ^^ This is not 

« a treaty of peace, but of fervitude '°^ ;'* and 

efcaped the dagger of fuch bold o^^iitimi by 

immediately retiring to the landtuary of a ChriC* 

,tian church. 

hitngues But the reign of Stilicjao drew towards its end; 

of the 2m(| the proud minifter might perceive the fymp- 

^JLD%oZ, *^^^ of his approaching difgrace. Thegenerous 

May. boldneis of Lampadius had been ^plauded ; and 

the fenate. So patiently refigned to a long fervi* 

tude, r€geAed with difcUuuu the offer of invidi(»is 

and imaginary freedom. The troops, who ftill 

atflumed the name and prerogatives c^the Roman 

legions, were exaQ>erated by the partial affe&ion 

ofStiHcho for the Barbarians: and the people 

ifx^uted to the mifchievous policy of the minifter 

the pnbUc misfortunes, which were the natural 

ocmfequence of their own degeneracy. .Yet 

Stilicbo might have continued to brave the da- 

mours of the people,, s^id even of the foldiers, if 

he could have maintained his dominion over the 

' jfeebje mind of his pupil. 3ut the refpe^ul 

attachment of Honorius was converted into fear, 

fulptqion,. and hatred. The crafty QJiympius '% 

who 

*^' Zofimusy 1. ▼• p. 33S9 339* He repeats die words of Lampsdiusy 
asihey/were 4i<^^ Ia^ *^ Nen eft ifta pax^f^a^pAdio feprittiW 
, . And.theii tranflatS^tihem into Greek for the benefit, of. his readers. 

^ £k came from: the coaft of the Eoxine^.and exercifed a.fplei\did 
office* T^^v^i h rf« Tua; tf roi; fi^uiKum A^u^jufiv;. His actions 

juftify 
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who ccmcealed his vices under the ma& of chap. 
Chriftian piety, had fecretly uadermiiied the •^^^' 
benefa^or, by whofe fa^'our be vftis promoted to 
the honourable offices of the Imperial palace. 
Olympius revealed to the tmfufpedtilag: Emperor, 
Vho had attained the twenty-fifth yearof his^e, 
that he was iieithout weight, or authority,' in his 
own government; and artfully alarmed bis tknid 
'and indolent difpofitron by a lively pf£tate of the 
'defigns of Stilicho, ^o already met^tated the 
death of his fovereign, ^ith the amMtious hope 
of placing the diadem c^ the beaid of his fdn 
Eucharius. The Emperor was faiiligaied, by his 
new favourite, to afTume the tone of independent 
dignity ; and the minifter was aftbaifiied to i&id, 
^hat fecret refolutions were formed in the court 
and council, which were repugnant toUsiintereft, 
ior to his intentions. Inftead of refiding in the 
•palace of Rbme, Hdiiorius declared, diat it was 
his pieafure to return to the fe^ure fortrefs of 
'Ravenna. On the^fifft intelligence of theideftth 
of his brother (Aroadius, he prepared to vifit 
Conftantinopie, snd to regulate, with the autho- 
rity of a guardian, the provinces of the infant 
Theodoflus '^*. The reprefentation of .theidiffi. 

. Jiiftify his dbart^^y which Zo^mus (L v. p« 540.) exfcfss ^ith viGble 
iktisfadtion. Auguftin revered the piety of Olympius, whom he ilyles 
a trae fbn ot the church (Baroniusy Annal. Ecclef. A.D»i#bS. ' N'' 199 
fee. Tyiemont9'Mem*Ecdef. torn* xiii. p.46^9 468*). Butthefepraifes* 
which the Africaa faint fo unworthily beftows^ might proceed, as well 
from ^orance, as from uddladbn, 

*^ Zoiimus, l.v. p. ^389 3S9- Sozomeoy Lix. &4. Stflkho 

; efiered to undertake the journey to Conftantinople, that he might divert 
tlonorius from the vain attempt. The Eaftem empire would not have 
•beyedj and could not have been conquered. 

culty 
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CHAP, eulty aadexpence of jTuch a diftant exj^dititfiiy 
v^^lf ^b^^l^fid.this ftrange arid fudden fally of a6live 
dilig^oyeje ; but the daDg0rous proJ6£t of ihlewiiig 
the 'Kmperor to the camp of Patia, which was 
compofed of the Roman troops, the eneoiies of 
Stilicho^ andhia Barbarian auxiliaries, reQ)iai^ied 
fixed and unalterable. The minifter was preiTec}^ 
by the advice of his confident Jufi;inian, a Roman 
advocate, of a lively and penetrating genius, tQ 
oppofe ajiourney fo prejudicial to his reputatian 
and £afety« Hisilrenuous^ but ineSe^tual, efforts 
confirmed the triumph of Olympius ; and the 
prudent lawye]^ withdrew himfelf from the im- 
pending ruin of his patrcm. 
Difgrace ^ thepaffage of the Emperor through Bologna, 
and death a mutiuy of the guards was excited and appeafed 
A.IX408! ^y ^^ fecret policy of Stilicho; who announced 
Aug. 23. his in(lru6tioustodecimatethegUiltyyandafcribed 
to his omx ititerceflion the merit of their pardon* 
After this tumult, Honorius embraced, for the 
lail time, the minifter whom he now confidered 
as a tyrant, and proceeded o^i his way to the 
camp of Pavia ; where he was received by the 
loyal acclamations of the troops who were aC- 
fembled for the fervice of the Gallic war. On 
the morning of the fourth day, he pronounced, 
as he had been taught, a military oration in the 
prefence of the foldiers, whom the charitable 
vifits, and artful difcourfes, of Olympius had pre- 
pared to execute a dark and bloody confpiracy. 
At the firft fignal, they maflacred the friends of 
Stilicho, the raoft illuftrious officers of the em- 
pire; 
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pitoi two Praetorian pr8efe6ls, of Gaul, and of CHAP. 
Italy : two mafters-general*, of the cavalry, and yj^'^ 
infantry ; the mafter of the ofl^ces ; the queftor, 
the treafurer, and the count of the domeftics. 
Many lives were loft ; many houfes were plun- 
dered j the furipus fedition cohtiijiued to rage 
till the clofe of the evening; and the trembling 
Emperor, who was feen in the ftreets of JPavia, 
without his ro^es or diadem, yielded to the 
perfuafions of his favourite j condemned the 
memory of the flainj and folemnly approved 
the innocence and fidelity of their aflaffins* 
The intelligence of the maflacre of Pavia filled 
the mind of Stilicho with juft and gloomy ap- 
preheniions ; and he inftantiy fummoned, in the 
camp of Bologna, a council of the confederate 
jieaders, who were attached to his fervice, and 
^ould be involved in his riiin^ The impetuous 
voice of the affembly called aloud for arms^ 
and for revenge ; to march without a moment's 
delay, under t)ie banners of a hero, whom they 
had fo often followed to yi^lbry; to furprife, 
to opprefs, to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and 
his degenerate Romans ; and perhaps to fix the 
ciiadem on the head of their injured general. 
Inftead oif executing a refolution, which migh{; 
Jiaye been juftified by fuccefs, Stilicho he^^ated 
till he was irrecoverably loft. He was ftill igno- 
rant of the fate of the Emperor ; he diftrufted 
the fidelity of his own party j anjl he viewed wi\h 
horror the fatal confequences pjCartpingaprowd 
of licentious Barbarians, againft the foldiers and 
people of Italy. The confederates, impatient of 
VOL, V. R his 
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CHAP, his timorous and doubtful delay, haftily retired, 
\^^'_f ^^^^ f^^^ ^^d indignation. At the hour of 
midnight, Sarus, a Gothic warrior, renowned 
among the Barbarians themfelves for his ftrength 
and valour, fuddenly invaded the camp of 
his benefaftor, plundered the baggage, cut 
in pieces the faithful Huns, who guarded his 
perfbn, and penetrated to the tent, where the 
•minifter, penfive and fleeplefs, meditated on 
the dangers of his fituation. Stilicho efcaped 
with difficulty from the fword of the Goths ; 
and, after iffuing a laft and generous admoni- 
tion to the cities of Italy, to (hut their gates 
againft the Barbarians, his confidence, or his- 
defpair, urged him to throw himfelf into Ra- 
venna, which was already in the abfolute poll 
feflion of his enemies. Olympius, who had 
affumed the dominion of Honorius, was fpeedily 
informed, that his rival had embraced, as a: Tup- 
pliant, the altar of the Chriftian church. The 
bafe and cruel difpofition of the hypocrite was 
incapable of pity or remorfe ; but he pioufly 
affe^ed to elude, rather than to violate, the pri- 
vilege of the fanftuary. Count Heraclian, with 
a troop of foldjers, appeared, at the dawn of day, 
before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
bifliop was fatisfied by a folemn oath, that the 
Imperial mandate only dire6ted them to fecure 
the perfon of Stilicho : but, as foon as the un- 
fortunate minifter had been tempted beyond the 
holy threfliold, he produced the warrant for his 
inftant execution. Stilicho fupported, with calm 
refignation, the injurious names of traitor and 
I parricide J 
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|>arricide ; repreffed the unfeafonable zeal of his C H A i*. 
followers, who were ready to attempt an ineffec- . , _ ^ 
tual refciie; and, with a firmnefs not unworthy 
of the laft of the Roman generals, fubmitted his 
neck to the fword of Heraclian '°^ 

The fervile crowd of the palace, who had fo His me- 
long adored the fortune of Stilicho, affeaed to "^^J^ 
infult his fall ; and the mod diftant connexion 
with the mafter-general of the Weft, which had 
fo lately been a title to wealth and honours, was 
ftudioufly denied, and rigoroufly puniflied. His 
family, united by the triple alliance with the fa- ' 
mily of Theodofius, might envy the condition of 
the meaneft peafant. The flight of his fon Eu- 
cherius was intercepted ; and the death of that 
innocent youth foon followed the divorce of 
Thermantia, who filled the place of her After 
Maria; and who, like Maria, had remained a 
virgin in the Imperial bed "'^ The friends of 
Stilicho, who had efcaped the maffacre at Pavia, 
were perfecuted by the implacable revenge of 
Olympius; and the moft exquifite cruelty 
was employed to extort the confeffion of a 
treafonable and facrilegious confpiracy. They 
died in filence: their firmnefe juftified the 

'**^ Zdimus (l.v. p. 336^—3^5.) hjiscopioufly, though not cleariy> 
related the difgrace and death of Stilicho. Olympiodorus (apud Phot^ 
p. X77.). Onofiuft (1. vii. t. 38% p.'57ii 57a.> Sozomen (1. ix. c. 4.), 
and Pfailoftorgius (1. xi. c. 3. 1. xii. c» %>}$ afford fupplemental 
hints. 

'°* Zolimus, 1. V. p- 333. The marriage of a Chriftian with twb 
fillers, fcandalffes Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 557.); 
who txpe^Bf in vain, that Pope Innocent I. fhould haye done fome* 
tlung in the wayi either of cenfure, or of difpenfation. 

R 2 dioicCi 
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CHAP, choice '°% and perhaps abfolved the innocence 
of their patron ; and the deij^otic power, which 
could take his life without a trial, and ftigma- 
tize his memory without a proof, has no jurit 
di£l;ion over the impartial fuffrage of pofte- 
rity '°'. The fervices of Stilicho are great and 
manifeft j his crimes, as they are vaguely ftated 
in the language of flattery apd hatred, ^re ob- 
fcure, at leaft, and improbable. About four 
months after }iis death, an edi6t was publiihed 
in the nam§ of Honorius, to reftore the free 
communicatioii of the two empires, which had 
|)een fo long interrupted by the public ene- 
my '°^ The minifter whofe fame and fortune 
depended on the profperity of the ftate, wa3 
accufed of betraying Italy to the Barbarians ; 
whom he repeatedly vanquifhed at PoUentia, 
at Verona, and before the walli^ of Florence, 
pis pretended defign of plg^cing thQ diadem 
on the head of his fpn Eucheriu§, could not 
iiave been conduced \yithovit preparations 
or accomplices; and the ambitious, &th^c 
would not furply have left the future il^mperQi:, 

107 f WO of his friends are honourably mentioned (Zqfimus; 1. y. 
p. 346.). Peter, chief of the fchooi of notaries, and the great cham- 
berlain Deuterius. Stilicho had fecured the bed-chamber ; and it is 
fui^rirmgy that, under a feebb prince> the bed-chamber was not able 
to fecure him. 

»*>" Orofius (1. vii. c. 38. p. 571, 57 a.) feems to copy the falfc and 
furious manifeftos, which were difp<rfed through the provinces by the 
new adminiftration. 

'*' See the Theodofian code, 1. viL tit.xyi. leg«z. Lix. titzlil. 
leg. la.' Stilicho is branded with the name of prado pubUcuiy who 
i^plbyed his wealth, ad omnem dltandanii inpiictandamqtte Bar- 
iariem* 

tiU 
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till thfe twentieth yeaf of' his a^e; ' iii' the hum- CHAP. 
ble ilation of tribune of the notaries. Even 
the Teiigiori of Stilicho was arraigned by the 
malice of his rivaL The feafonatte, anil almoft 
ihiraculoud, * deliverknce was d^voiltly pelebrated 
by theaJ)pl4ilf6orthe clergy ; who affertecl, that 
the reftorWion of idbis, and theperfecution of the 
cfhtfrch, would have been the firft meafure of the 
rfeign of Eudherius. The fon of Stilicho, how- 
ever, was( educated in the bofotn of Chrijjianity,; 
which his father had uniformly proifefledf, and' 
zealoufly fupport^d "°. Serena hkd bbi^rowed her * 
magtiifidfent nebklace from the ftatue of Vefta '" ; ^ 
and the Pfeigaus execrated the menioiy of the fa- 
criregious miniftet-,' by whofe order the'Sybilline 
books,' the oracles of Rome, had* be^n com- 
mitted ti the flatties "*. The pride arid^power of ' 
StUicfeo conftituted his real guilt. An honour- 
able 'reliiftancie to filed' the blood of hife country, 
jwen, app€lars to have contributed to the filccefs 
of his unworthy rival ; and it is the laft hurhilia- 
tidh of the chara6ler of Honorius, that pofterity 
has hot condefcended jto reproadh hiin with his 

V" Auguftin himfdf is lafisfied with the ^eiflua) laws, which Sti- 
licho had en^ed againft heretics and idolatera ; amd which are ftill 
extant in the Code. He only applies to Olyiftpitis for their confirma- 
tion (Barqniiis> Anna!. Ecclef. A.D. 408. N^ 19.). 

"* Zofimu»9 !• V. p. 351. We may obferve the bad tafte of the 
agey in dreifiog their flatues with fuch awkward finery. 

'" See Rutilius Numatianus (Itinerar. Iii. 4j-^o*), to whom 
religious ehthuilafm has di<Slated fome elegant and forcible .lines. ^ Sti- 
licho ilkewife Gripped the gold plate^ from the doors of thecapitol, and 
read a prophetic fentence> which was, engraven under them (Zofimusy 
Lv. p. 352.). Thefe are fopliih ftorie^: yet the charge of impiety 
adds weight and credit to the praife which 2^fimu8 reludkantly beftows^ 
«f hit virtues. 

^ ' / R 3 bafe 
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CHAP, bafe ingratitude to the guardian of his youtb, 

^x^,^ g^jj J ^}^g fuppbrt of his empire. 

The poet Aoiong the train of dependants, whofe wealth 

Claudian. ^^^ dignity attradled the notice of their own 
times, our curiofity is excited by the celebrated 
name of the poet Claudian, who enjoyed the 
favour of Stilicho, and was overwelmed in the 
ruin of his patron. The titular oflSces of tribune 
and notary fixed his rank in th^ Imperial coprt ; . 
he was indebted to the powerful interceffion of, 
Serena for his marriage with a very rich heirefe 
of the province of Africa '7 ; and the ftatue of . 
Claudian, eredled in the forum of Trajan, was 
a monument of the tafte and liberality of the 
Roman fenate "^ After the praifes of Stilicha 
became offenfive atid criminal, Cigiudian was 
expofed to the enmity of a powerful and unfor- 
giving courtier, whom he had provoked by 
the infolence qf wit. He had compared, in a. 
lively epigram, the oppofite cha?a:6^ers of two 
Praetorian praefefts of Italy ; he contrails the 
innocent repofe of a philofopher, who foraetimes 
refigned the hours of bufinefs to flumber, perhaps 



'^ At the nupdads of Orplbeus (a' modeft comparifoA t) all the 
parts of anjbnated nature contributed their various gifts; and the 
gods themfeives enriched their favourite. Claiidiah had neither flocksy 
nor herds> nor vines, or olives. His. wealthy bride was heirefs to 
them all. But he carried to Africa^ a recommendatory Idtter from 
Serena, his Juno, and was xoade happy (£pifi.ii. adSerenam). 

"^ Claudian feels the honour like a man who deferved it (in prae- 
fat. Bell. Get). The original inibription, on marble, was found at 
Rome, in the fifteenth century, in the houfe of Pomponius Lxtus. 
The ftatue of a poet, far fuperior to Claudian, fliould have been 
ereded, during his lif&-time, by the men of letters, his countrymen, 
atod cQQteiiiporaries. It was a noble defign ! ; 

tQ 
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to ftudy, with the interefted diligence of arapa- chap. 
clous minifter, indefatigable in the purfuit of . ^^*^ 
unjuft, or facrilegious, gain. " How happy,'* 
continues Claudian, " how happy might it be 
" for the people of Italy, if Mallius could be 
" conftantly awake, and if Hadrian would always 
" fleep "^ !" The repofe of Malliu? was not 
difturbed by this friendly and gentle admonition ; 
but the cruel vigilance of Hadrian watched the 
opportunity of revenge, and eafily obtained, from 
the enemies of Stilicho, the trifling facrifice of 
an obnoxious poet. The poet concealed himfelf, 
however, during the tumult of the revolution j 
and, confulting the di6lates of prudence rather 
than of honour, he addrefled, in the form of an 
epiftle, a fuppliant and humble recantation to the 
offended pra?fe6l. He deplores, in mournful 
ftrains, the fatal indifcretion into which he had * 
been hurried by paflion and folly ; fubmits to the 
imitation of his adverfary, the generous examples 
of the clemency of gods, of heroes, and of lions; 
and expreffes his hope, that the magnanimity of . 
Hadrian will not trample on a defencelefs and . 
contemptible foe, already humbled by difgrace 

'** See Epigram xxx. 

MaUius mdulget fomno noff^efque diefque 
Infomnis Pharius facray profana, rapit. 
Omnibus, hocr Italse gentes, expofcite votis 
Mallius ut vigUety dormiat ut Pharius. 
Hadrian was a Pharian (of Alexandria)* See his public life in Gode* 
froy. Cod Theodof. torn. vi. p. 364* Mallius did not always deep. 
He compo£bd ibme elegant dialogues on the Greek f3rftem8 of natural . 
philofophy (Claud, in MaU. Theodor. Conf. 61—^13.). 

♦ R 4 and 
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CHAP, and poverty ; and deeply woun4ed,hy the^ex^ile, 
^J??^ , the tdrtufes,and the death of his*^earej(l friends^^i 
V- .-. Whatever might* be the fuccefs of liis prayej^ or 
the JEtcciden'ts of his future lite, the ppriod of a^ 
fe\V years levelled, in . tKe graye the minil^^r a^4i 
the poet: tut the name. '6f tl^ilrian. is almoft, 
lu'rik lii bbliyibn!, Vnile Claudian^ wi^^i 

pleafure in every country whicfi h^^^^retained^^ or 
acquired, 'the Icnpwleclge of tHe Latin langu^age. 
If we fairly balance his merits and "his defeflfs, we 
ffiall acknowledge, that Claudian does not either^ 
fatisfyi'oV filence, our reafon. It would not be 
eaiy to produce a paflage that deferv^s the epi- 
thet bffubKme or pithetic ; to feileft a yerfe, that 
melts the hfearti or enlarges the imagination^ 
We fliould vainly feek, in the poems ojf Clau- 
dfari, the happy invention^ and artificial CQndu6l, 
of an ihterefting fable ; or tlie juft and liyely re-» ' 
pf eferitation of the .*cbara6lers and fituations of . 
r^al life. For the ftrvice of his patron 'he pub- 
liflied bccafibnal panegyrics and inye6liyes : and 
the defign of thefe 'flavifh compofitions encou* 
raged his propenfity to' exceed the fimits of truth 
and* Tiature.' Thefe imperfections^ howeyeiy are 
cpmperifated in Ibme degree'by tile poetical vir- 
tues of Claudian, He was endowed with the 
rare and precious talent of railing the meaneft, 
of adorning the moft barren,* ariH Jof , diverfi- 
fying the niofl „ iiijiilar, topics: his colouring, 
more efpecially in defcritJtivd poetry, isfoft and 

/ • ^ .♦-•»..••.,,::'. » /.-'(• r } ' ' ^ • r. -.» '. . 

''^ See Claudian's firfik ^piftlc;. Y^f in fome places, an air of 
irony and indignation betrayshur ftcret rehvflibce. ' ' ' 

10 Iplendid^ 
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iplendid ; and he feldom fails to difplay, and chap. 
even to abufe, th^ advantages of a cultivated ^ ^^^ ^ 
underftanding, a copious fancy, an eafy, and 
foflftetiipes forcible^ expreffion ; and a perpetual., 
flow, of h^rpiqnious verfi£icatioi;i* To thefe 
comm^eA^^tions, independent of aay accidents 
of time.apd place, we nrnH add the pecuUar merit 
w}^(;]h Claudiaiv derived from the unfavourable 
cij;pum(Unces of his birth* In the decline of arts, 
and of empire, a native of Egypt "% who had re- 
ceived the education of a Greek, aiTumed,, in a 
mature age, the familiar ufe, and abfolute com-> 
mandy of the Latin language "• ; foared above 
the heads of his feeble contemporaries; and 
placed himfelf, after an interval of three hundred 
years, among the poets of ancient Rome "^ 

''^ National vanity has nafie^ hiyo, a Florentine) or a Spaniard. • 
But the firit £pi(Ue of Claudian proves him a native of Alexandria 
(Fabriciusy BibUot. Latin, torn. ill. p. 191 — 202. edit. Emefl). ^ 

*'" His firft Latin verfes were, compofed during the confuKhip of 
Probinusi A. p. 395* 

Romanos bibimus primumy te confule^ fontesy 
£t Latis ceffit Giaia Ths^ia togas. 
Befides fome Greek epigrams^ which are fiill extant» the Latin poet 
liaa compofedy in Greek, the Antiquities , of Tarfus, Anazaibus» 
Betytusy Nke, &c. It is moreeafy to fupply the lois of good poetryf 
tha^ of authentic hiftoiy* 

"^ Strada (Proiufibn v. vi.) allows him to contend with the five 
lierbic poetsy L.ucretius» Virgily Ovidy Lucan^ and Statius. His patron 
is the accomplished courtier, Bakhazar Caftiglione. His admirers are 
numerous and pafiipn^te. Yet the rigid critics reproach the exotic 
wetdsy or flowers^ which fpring too luxuriantly in his Latian foil. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Irvoajion of Italy by Alaric. — Manners of the 
Roman Senate and People. — Rome is thrice 
bejieged^ and at length pillaged by the Ooths, 
— Death of Alaric. — The Goths evacuate 
Italy. — Fall qfConJlantine. — Gatd and Sparnr 
are occupied by the Barbarians. — Independ- 
ence of Britain. 

CHAP. 'J'HE incapacity of a weak and diftrafted 
XX XL^ government may often affume the appear- 
Weaknefs ance, and produce the effe6ls, of a treafonable 
ofthecourt coiTcfpondence with the public enemy. If Alaric 
iia,A.D. hirafelf had been introduced into the council of 
408. Sept, Ravenna, he would probably have advifed the 
fame meafures which were a6lually purfued by , 
^ the miniflers of Honorius \ The King of the 
Goths would have confpired, perhaps with fome 
relu6lance, to deftroy the formidable adverlary, 
by whofe arms, in Italy as well as in Greece, he 
had been twice overthrown. Their a6live and 
interefted hatred laborioufly accomplifhed the 
difgrace and ruin of the great Stilicho. The 
valour of Sarus, his fame in arms, and his per- 
fonal, or hereditary, influence over the confede- 
rate Barbarians, could recommend him dnly to . 
the friends of their country, who defpifed, or 
* detefled, the virorthlefs chara6lers of Turpilio, 
Varanes, and Vigilantius. By the prefling 

* The feries of evcnU, from the the death of Stilicho, to the arrival of 
Alaric before Rome, can onljr be found in Zofimus> l.v. p* 347 — 350. 

inilancea 
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inllances of the new favourites, thefe generals, c hap.' 
unworthy as they had fliewn themfelves of the x^^^* 
name of foldiers % were promoted to the com- 
mand of the cavalry, of the infantry, and of the 
domeftic troops. The Gothic prince would have 
fublcribed with pleafure the edi6l which the 
fanaticifm of Olympius di6lated to the fimple 
and devout Emperor. Honorius excluded all 
perfons, who were adverfe to the Catholic church, 
from holding any office. in the ftate; obftinately 
rejedled the fervicp/of all thofe who diffented 
from his religion ; and ralhly difqualified many of 
his braveft and moft Ikilful officers, who adhered 
to the Pagan worfhip, or who had imbibed the 
opinions of Arianifm^ Thefe meafures, fo advan- 
tageous tpapenemy,Alaric would have approved, 
and might perhaps have fuggefted ; but it may 
feem doubtful, whether theBarbarian would have 
promoted hia intereft at the expence of the inhu- 
man ^nd abfurd cruelty, which was perpetrated 
by the diredlion, or at leaft with the connivance, 
of thelmperial minifters. The foreign auxiliaries, 
who had been attached to the perfon of Stilicho, 
lamented his death ; but the defire of revenge 
was checked by a natural apprehenfion for the 
fafety of their wives and children; who were 

^ The exprefiiQU of Zofimus is-ftrong and lively, x«T«^poy»»<r*» -iixvomyeu 
TOi? toXe/xiois apxovTctr, fufficient to excite the contempt of the enemy. 

^ Eos qui cathoiicse fe<fla fiint inimici, intra palatium militare pro- 
hib^mus. Nullus nobis fit aliqua ratioile conjundlus, qui a nobis fide 
et religione difcordat. Cod. Theodof. l.xvi. tit. v. leg. 42. and Gode^ 
froy's Commentary, torn. vi. p. 164. This law was applied in the 
Vtmpfl ktitude, and riggroufly executed.. Zofii^us^ 1. v. <p. $64^ . .t * 

detained 
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c HAP. detained as hoftages in the ftrong dties <rf^ltalyi 
^^^\ where they had likewife depofited their mofi 
valuable effects. At the fame hour, and ais if^hy 
a common fignal, the cities of Italy were pdlfotfed' 
by. the fame horrid fcenes of univerfsli idafiacre- 
aiad pillage, which involved,' itf pfcWifrifciJte'rfs' 
deftru6tioii, the families and fortuAes of 'theSsir-^ 
barianB. Exafperated by foch an injikvy, Whicfr'- 
might have awakened the tameft and moftftrvile* 
fpirit, they caft a look of indignation and'hbpe 
towards the camp:'of Alaric, and utfaninlbufly ' 
fwore to purfue, with juft and implacable war, - 
the perfidious nation^ that hfed fobafely violated ^ 
the laws of hblpitAlity* By thb imprudent con* * 
du6); of the minifters of Honoriui^, the republic - 
loft the ^affiftance^ and 'deferved the enmil^,' of • 
thirthy thoufand ofher^braveftfoldiers; atid'the " 
weight of that formidable army^ which alone ^ 
might have determined the event of the war^ was? • 
transferred from the fcaleof the Romiai^s idto^' 
that of the Goths. 
Marie In the arts of negociation, as well as in thofe 

naarchwto of war, the Gothic king maintained his fiiperibr • 
A. D. 408., afcendant over an enemy, whofei Ifeemitig chants 
Oca. &c. proceeded from the total want of counfel arid ' 
defign. From his camp, on the cotifineisi of Italy,' 
Alaric attentively obferved the revolutions of the 
palace, watched the pfogrefs of faiSlion and dif- 
content,difguifed the hoftile afpe^t of a Barbarian 
invader^ and affixmed the more popular appear- 
ance of the friend and ally pf the great StUicho; - 
to whofe virtues, when tb^ were no lo«ig» - 

formidable. 
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iormidable, he could pay a juft tribute of fincere C H AJP. 

A 



pratfe and regret. The prefliBg invitation of the ^^^™^* 



jxialcontents, who urged the King of the Goths to 
iavade Italy, was enforced by a lively fenfe of 
his perlbnal injuries^ and he might fpecioully 
complain, that the Imperiarminifters ftill delayed 
;and eluded the payment of the four thoufknd 
pounds of gold ; which had been granted by the 
Roman fenate, either to reward his fervices, or to 
appeafe his fury. Hifi decent firmnefs was fup- 
ported byan artful moderation, which contributed 
to the fiiccefs of his defigns. He required a fair 
and reafonable fatisfa6tion ; but he gave the 
ftrongefl aflurances, that, as foon as he had ob- 
tained it, he would immediately retire. He 
refufed to trqft the faith of the Romans, unlefs 
Mtihs and Jafon, the fons of two great officers 
of ftate, were fent as hoftages to his camp : but 
he offered to deliver, in exchange, feveral of the 
nobleil youths of the Gothic nation. The modefty 
of Alaric was interpreted, by the minifters of 
Ravenna, as a fare evidence of his weaknefs and 
fear. They ^ifdained either to negociate a treaty, 
or to afibmble an army ; and with a rafh confi- 
dence, derived only from their ignorance of the 
extreme danger, irtetrievablj wafted the decifive 
moments of peace and war. While they expedled, 
in fullen filence^ that the Barbarians Ihould 
evacuate the confines of Italy, Alaric, with bold 
and rapid marcheis, paflfed the Alps and the Po j 
haftily pillaged the cities of Aquileia, Altimim, 
Concordia, and Cremona, which yielded to his 
Arms; increafed his &>jqqs by the ai^ceffion of 

thirty 
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CHAP, thirty thoufand auxiliaries; arid, without meeting 
XXXI. ^ fingle enemy in the field, advanced as far as 
the edge of the morafs which pTOte&eji the im- 
pregnable relidence of the Emperor of the Weft. 
Jnftead of attempting the hopelefs jBege of 
Ravenna, the prudent leader of the Goths pro- 
ceeded to Rimini, ftretched his ravages along 
the fea-coaft of the Hadriatic, and meditated the 
conquefl of the ancient miftrefs of the world* 
An Italian hermit, whofe zeal and fan6lity were 
refpeft'ed by the Barbarians therafelves, en-. 
countered the vi6lorious monarch, and boldly 
denounced the indignatibn of heaven againft the 
oppreffors of the earth: but the faint himfelf 
was confounded by the folemn affevefation of 
Alaric, that he felt a fecret and praeternatiiral 
impulfe, which dir*e6led, and even compelled, his 
march to the gates of Rome. He felt, that his 
genius and his fortune were equal to the moft 
arduous enterprifes ; and the enthufiafni which 
he communicated to the Goths, inferifibly re- 
moved the popular, and almoll fuperilitious, 
reverence of the nations for the majefty of the 
Roman name. His troops, animated by the hopes 
of fpoil, followed the courfe of the Flaminian 
way, occupied the unguarded pafles of. the 
Apennine % defcended into the rich plains of 
Umbria J and, as they lay encamped on the banks 

^ Addiifon (fee his Works, vol. iL p. 54. edit. Baikervtlle) has 
given a very pi«5lurefque defcription of the road through the Apennine* 
The Goths were not at leifure to bbferve the beauties of the profpeift ; 
but they were pleafed to find that the Saxa Intcrcila, a narrow palFage 
which Vefpafian had cut through the rock (Cluver, Italia Antiq. 
torn* u p* 6x8.) was totally negle^led. 

of 
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of the Clitumnus, might wantonly flaughter and c tt A P. 
devour the milk-white oxen, which had been fo XXXL 
long referved for the ufe of Roman triumphs K A 
lofty fituation, and a feafonable tempeft of thun- 
der and lightning, preferved the little city of 
Narni ; but the King of the Goths, defpifing the 
ignoble prey,ftill advanced with unabated vigour j 
.and after he had pafTed through the (lately arches, 
adorned with the fpoils of Barbaric vi6tories, he 
pitched his camp under the walls of Rome-. 

During a period of fix hundred and nineteen Hannibal 
years, the feat of empire had never been violated of RomiT 
by the prefence of a foreign enemy. The unfuc- 
cefsful expedition of Hannibal % ferved only to 
difplay the charadler of the fenate and people ; 
of a fenate degraded, rather than ennobled, by 
the comparifon of an affembly of kings ; and of 
a people, .to whom the ambaffador of Pyrrhus 
afcribed the inexhauftible refources of the Hydra', 
Each of the fenators, in the time of the Punic 

war, 

' Hinc albi Clitumni gfeges> et maxima Taurus 
ViAinu ; fepe tuo perfufi flumine facro 
Romanos ad templa Deum duxere Triumphos. 
Belides Virgil, moft of the Latin poets, Propertius, Lucan, Siliu* 
Italicus, Claudian, &c. whofe paflages may be found in Cluverius aitd 
Addifon, have celebrated the triumphal vidlims of the Clitumnus. 

* Some ideas of the march of Alaric are borrowed from the^ journey 
of Honorius over the fame ground (fee Claudian in vi Coxdf* Hon. 
494 — 522.). The meafured diftance between Ravenna and Kpme wa« 
254 Roman miles. Itinerar. WefTtling. p. 126. 

' The march and retreat of Hannibal are defcribed by I-4vy, I, xxvi* 
^« 79 S^ 99 10, II. ; and the reader is made a fpe^ator of. the iotereft- 
ing fcene. 

^ Thefc comparifons were ufcd by Cyneas, the counfeltor of Pyrrhus, 
after his return from his evfii^Sy, in which he bad diligently ffudied 

the 
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c H ^A P. war, had accompliflied his term of military fet^ 
^^^'_f vice, either in a fubordinate or a fuperior ilation j 
«nd the decree, which inVeffted with tefh^rary 
i^ommand all thofe who had been cpnfcds^ or 
cenfors, or di£bitors, gave the repxd)fic the ini- 
Imediate affiftance of many brave and ex^p'erfericed 
generals. In the beginning of th6 Wir, the 
Roman people confifted of two hundred ^nd fifty 
thouland citizens of an age to beir arms^. 
Kfty thoufand had already died in the delfence 
of their country ; and the twenty-three legions 
which were employed in the different camps of 
Italy, Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, re- 
quired about one hundred thoufand meb. But 
there itill remained an equal number in Rome, 
and the adjacent territory, who were animated by 
the fiime intrepid courage ; and every citizen was 
• trained, from his earlieft youth, in the difcipline 
and exercifefs bf a foldier. Hannibal was afto- 
iiiflied by the conftancy of the fenate, who, with- 

the difcipline and manners of Rome. See Plutarch In PyrriiO) torn. xL 
. P-459- > 

' In the three cen/uj which were made of tBe Roman people, about 
the time of the fecond Punic war» the numbers fbnd as fouows (fee 
tAvYf Spitom. 1. XX. UiR, L xxvii. 36. xxix. 37^), 27092x39 X379Zo8> 
214,000. The fall of the fecond, and the rife of the third, appears ib 
enormous, that feveral critics, notwithftanding the unanimity of the 
MSS. have fuipedled fome corruption of the text of Livy. (See 
Drakenborch ad xjtvii. 36. and Beaufort, Republique Romaine, torn. i. 
!>• S^S^) They did not cohlider that the fecond cfn/tu vras taken only 
at Rome, and that the numbers were diminilhed, not only by the death, 
but likewife by the ak/encey of many foldiers. In the third ccn/us, 
I>ivy exprefsly affirms, that the legions were muftered by die' care of 
particular commiflaries. From the numbers on the lift, ire muft 
always dedudt dne»twelfth above tfareefcore, and incapable of bearing 
anns* Scte Popdation de la France, p. 72, 

out 
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Out raifiag the iiege of Capua, or recalliDg their c H' a p, 
icatter^d iforces^ expected his approach. He en- . J?^ )^ 
camped 00 the banks of the Anio^ at the diftance 
of thtee miles from the city; aiid he was foon 
inforiAed that thegroundon which he had pitched 
histent^ wlas £^ld for an adequate price at a 
pviblic au&ion ; and that a body of tro6ps was 
difmifled by an oppofite road, to reinforce the 
legions of Spain ^. He led his Africans to the 
gates of Rome, where he found three armies^ 
in order of battle, prepared to receive him ; btit 
Hannibal dreaded the event of a combat, from 
which he could not hope to efcape, unlefs he 
deilroyed the laft of his enemies ; and his fpeedy 
retreat confefled the invincible courage of the 
Romans. 

. From the time of the Punic war, the uninter- Genealogy 
rupted fuccei&on of fenators had preferred the ^ ^« ^- 
name and image of the republic ; and the d€ge- °* ^"* 
nerate fabje^s of Honorius ambitioufly derived 
their d^fcent fr6m the heroes who had repulied ' 
tl^ arms of Hannibal, and fubdued the natic^ns 
of the earth. The tem|K)ral honours, which the 
devout Paula " inherited and defpifed, are care^^ 
fully recapitulated by Jerom, the guide of her 
confcience, and the hiilorian of her life. Tiie 

. '• Livy confiders thefe two incidents as the effefts only of chance 
and ct^rage. I fufpe<5t that they were both managed by the admirable 
policy of the feoate. 

" See Jerom. tom.i. p. 169, 170. ad Euftochium ; he beftows on 
Bainla the fj^lehdid titles of Gracchorum filrps^ foboles Scipionum, 
Pauli haeres, cujus vocabulum trahit, Martise Papyrise Matris Afncam 
vera et germana propago. This particular defcription fuppofes a mor« 
foltd title thaii the fumame t£ Jviiui, which Toxotius ihared with a 
UkOoiaiid familifls of the Weftsrn provincet* See the Index of Tacitus^ 
of Gruter's Ij)faription6»i8cc. '^ 

;voL. V. s. genealogy 
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C H A P. genealogy of her fadie]^^ Rogattrs, ndiic^ aibeiid^ 

.7^?* , Mhigh as Agaqiemnon, might feeM to betray a 

Grecian orJgin; hut htt mother^ Bl^iHay QUin^ 

bered the Scipioi, jEmiiius l^uliift/ and the 

Gracchi^ in the lift of her anceftorsf } and Toxo^ 

tiu$9 the huihiiqd of Paula^ dediiced his royiA 

Mneagefrom JBneas, thi^faither of: tbe^uliati lincst 

Thevanity of the riefa, wha]i|sfired to benolilej^ 

was gratified by thelb lofty pretenfions. Encoli- 

nged by the applaufe of their parafites; thej^ 

ea£ly ixnfiofed on the eredi^lity of the vulgfu* ; ai^ 

were countenanced^ in fome meaftire^ by the 

euftoni of adopting the name of their patron^ 

which had always prevailed among the freedmoB 

aoid clients of iliuilrious families. Moft of thof^ 

fkmilies, however, attacked by fo many c^ufesof 

external ^iol^&ce m internal <tecay; were gra- 

4U9lly ext^atted:: ^and it would be more r^a- 

ibnable toi foek for.a;]kineal defbent of twenty 

l^neratiQiia, amo&jg the mouiitains^of the Alpsv 

«f in the peilceful ;iblituide df Apulia^ tjiaa- on^ 

the theatre of Rome, the fkat of ifertmie^ 08 

4anger, and of peipetual revohitioiis. Undei^ 

each fuccelEve reign, abd from evety^ovino^ 

qf the empire^ a crowd of hardy adventajhetif 

sifiQg to eminence by their talents<>r their viceSf 

ufurped the wealth, the honours, and the palaces 

of Roma; and oppreffed, <^r protected, the poor 

and humble remains of confular families ; who 

were ignorant, perhaps, of the glory of theiF 

anceftors". 

" Tacitus (Ano«l* Hi. S5») affirmsy that between the battle rf« 
A^um aiHl the. reigOiof . Ve^ialiaiiy the fenate Mrae gradually filled with 
MVf familiea from the Muaidpia and colodiea of Italy* 

10 In 
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hi tlie time of Jerom and Claudian^ tlaie featak c H A p^ 
torn uoanimouflyyidded the pro^eminenl^tatte .J^^*^ 
Anician linfe j and a fli^t view of their biflory The Ani- 
will ferve to appreciate the rank and antiquity ^ ^^^ 
the noble famiUes^ which contendedonlyfoi^ the ^* 
fi^cond place 'K Bueing the fi^e firft ages of the 
city^ the name of the Anicians was uaknowa*; they 
appear to have derived their origitiftomPrsenefte^ 
and the ai^bition of thofe n^w citizens was l^ng 
Iktifified witlx theHebeian bonours. of tribunes of 
the people **. One hundred and fixty^eight yearii 
before the Chriflian esra^ the family was ennobled 
by the PrflBtorlhip of Ariicius, who gldrioufly 
terminated the Ulyrian war by the conqueft of 
the nation, and the. captivitgr of- tbei^ king '*. 
From the triumph of that general, three conful- 
ibips, in diftant periods, mark the fiicceflion dT 
the Anician name '**• From the reign of Diocle- 
tian 

'3 Nee qiMiiqp«miPro^S€rum t^tct (U(^t«(revetu^^ 
Floreat, et claro cingajair Roma feoati^) 
Se ja^lare parem ; led primi fede reli6l4 
Aucbenilsy de jure licet certare fectmdo. 

Claud. iA Prob. et Olybrii Coff. tZi 
Such a compliment paid to the obfcure name of the Auchenii has 
amazed the critics ; but they all agree, that whatever may be the true 
reading, die fenfe of Claudian can be applied only to the Anician 
family. 

'♦ The eaflieft date in the annals of Pighius, is that of M. Anicius 
Gallus. Trib. PI. A. U. C. 506. Another Tribune, Q. Aniciusy 
A. tJ. C. 508. IS diftinguUhcd by the epithet of PrseneftiAUi^. ' Uvy 
(jdv. 43.) places the Anicii below the great families of Rome. 

'* Livy, xliv. 30,31. xlv. 3. a6. 43. He fairly appreciates th^ 
merit of Aiiicius, and juftly ob&rves^ that his f^me was clouded by 
the ioperior luflre of the Maoedonian, which preceded the IUyrian» 
triumf^* « : : 

'* The dattct-otthe three confulfhips are, A. U. C. 593. 81S. 9^7.; 
the two laft undc^ the reigns of Nero and Caracalla. Tfae^ fecond of 
' : J S a . ' thefe 
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CHAP, team to ihe £nal e^tinflion of the Wefterii ein*- 
^?^". pire^ that name fhone with a luflre which was not 
eclipfed in the public ellimation^ by the majefly 
of the Imperial.purple '^ The feveral branches, 
to whom it was communicated^ united^ by mar« 
riage or inheritance^ the wealth and titles of the 
Annian, the Petronian, and the Olybrian houfes ;; 
»nd in each generation the number of confulihips 
was multiplied by an hereditary claim *'. The 
Anician family excelled in faitl) and in riches : 
they were the firft of the Roman fen^te who em- 
braced Chriilianity ; and it is probable that 
Anicius Julian, who was afterwards conful and 
praefe^t of the city, atoned for his attachment to 
the party of M^^ntius, by the readinefs with 
which he accepted the religion of Conflantine '•*. 
Their ample patrimony was increafed by the iu- 

thefe.confuls difUnguiihed himfelf only by his infamous flattery (Tacit. 
Annal. xv. 74,): but even the evidence of crimesj; if they bear the 
ilamp of greatnefs aiid antiquity, is admitted^ without x^elu^lance^ to 
prove the genealogy of a noble hoiife. 

'^ In the fixth century^ the nobility of the Anician name is men- 
tioned (Caffiodor. Variar. 1. x. £p, io» la } with fingulartefpedl bf 
the minillcr of a Gothic King of. Italy. , . 

, *• --.^_ Films in omnea 

C€^;nato8 procedit honos ; quemcumque requirat 
HIc de ftirpe virum, certum eft de Confule nafci. 
Per faices numerantur Avi» femperque rehata 
Nobilitate virent} et prolem fata iequuntur. 
(Claudian in Prob. et Olyb. ConfoUt. i>, &c.). The Annxi» whofe 
name fetm$ to have merged in the Anician, mark the FaiU with many 
co^fulihips, from the time of Vefpafian to, the fourth century. 

" The title of firft Chriftian fenator msy be juftified. by.the au- 
thority of Prudentiua (in Symroach. i. 553.) and the. diflDoe of the 
Pagans to the Anician family. See Tillemont, Hift. des Eioperetiraft 
tom..iv. p. 1^3. Y*p> 44- Baron. Annal.'A«Di j,i». N*" 78. A.D. 
3a». N- a. ^ . 

duftry 
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duftry of Probus, the chief of the Anician fe- c HA P. 
mily ; who (hared with Gratian the honours of ^^^^^*^ 
the confiilfhip, and exercifed, four time s,the 
high o$ce of Praetorian pragfeft *•. His immenfe 
eftates were fcatteredover the wide extent of the 
Roman world; and though the public might 
ftifpe6t, or difapprove, the methods^ by which 
they had been acquired ; the geqerofity and 
magnificence of that fbrtunateftatefman deferved 
the gratitude of his clients, and the admiration 
of ftrangers*'. Such was the refpeft entertained 
for bis memory, that the two fons of Probus, in 
their earlieft youth, and at the re^ueft of the 
fenate, were aflbciated ih the confular dignity : a . 
memorable diftin^tion, without example in the 
annals of Rome ^^ 

^* The marbles of the Anician palace," were Weilthof 
ufed as a proverbial expreffion of opulence and ^•^j^^nw* 
iplendour^^; but the nobles and ienators of Rome 



**> Probus » • • claritudine generis et potentl4 et op^im magni* 
't|iditie» cognituv Orbi Romano, per quern univerfum p<sne patrimonia 
fparfa pofledit» jufte an fecus non judicioli eft noftri. Ammiaii. 
Marcellin. xxvii. zz« His childreB and widov eredied- f^r him a mag^ 
nificent tomb in tbe Vatican, which was demolilhed in the time of 
Pope Nicholas V. to make room for the new church of St. Peter* 
Baronius, who laments tV ruin of this Chrifiian monument, hat 
diligently preferred the infcriptions and baifo-relievos. See AnnaU 
Ecdef. A. D. 395. N» 5— ly. 

" Two Perfian Satraps travelled to Milan and Romey to hear 

St*Ambrofe, and to fee BK)bus. (Paulih. in Vit. Ambrof.) Claudian 

(in Conf. ^obin. et Olybr. 30— 60.) feems at a lofii how to expreft 

the glory of Probus* 

' ^ See the poem which Clau^an addrefled to the two noble youths* 

^ Secundinusy the Manichisean, ap. Baron« Annal Ecclef. A^ D. 390> 

V'34. - 
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.c ii^P.4i^irea, lA dua ]|^d»don^ to imHaiir that iHu£^ 

J ^"^^ tariotts family. Thei acJcufate deferiptioo of the 

cily, which was c6inpDied in the Tht^nqboiian ag^ 

ehumerates one ^ou&nd &ven hundred and 

%i^hty- koU/eSj the tefideilce c£ w«rfthy afid 

libnourable citizens *^ Many of iheie &aU\y 

tbdxifions might almoft excufe thid exaggeration 

bf thg poet ; that Rome contained a altdtitude of 

palaces, and that isaxAi palace was eqi^al to a 

city : fitice it included within its o^ precin£te» 

cvety thing which could be fubferyient either to 

trie i>r luxury; markets^ hippbdromes, temples^ 

f^tyantaini^, baths, porticos, ihady groves, and 

artilibial aviaifiets^^ TbehiiftoriiEui'Olympiodorus^ 

V^ho repmlbnts the flate of Rome when it wfis 

befieged bytheGoths**, continue3toohferve,th3* 

fktetdl of the richeft lenators received from their 

eftates an annual income of four thoufiind poutfd9 

bf gold, alH^ve one iiundred and fixty thoufabd 

pounds fterling ; without computing the ilated 

provificm of com and wine, whiph, had they beea 

fold, thight have equalled in value one-third of 

the money. Compared to this immoderate wealth, 

'* See Nardiniy Roma Antica^ p. S9. 40S. 500. 

*^ Quid loquar iaelik&t inter liqUearia fylyas ; 

Vernula quae vario carmine ludtt avis. 

Claud. RutiL Numatian Itmtar. ver. III. 
The poet lived at the time of the Gothic invafito. A raoderaie p^ fitr 
vronld have covered Cjncinoatui'a farm of four acres (VaL Max. iv« 
4.)- In laxitatem runs excurrunt, fays Senecat EjMft. 114. See a 
judicious note of Mr. Humje^ Eiiays, vol. i. p. 56a. laft 8vo, edition. 

'^ This curious account of Rome^ in the reign of Honorius, isfound 
in a fragment of the hiftorian Olympiodorus, ap Photium, p. 197. 

an 
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.db drfiiiaiy remiue of a dioufeod orfifttfea hunV crnAT^ 
dred pounds of gold might be confidered ais no ^^^. 
more th^n adequate to the dignity of the &dft« 
tomh crank, which teqnir^ many expences of lei 
public dodi^entatiouB kind. Several examples 
are recoi?ded in the age of HocroriuB, of vain and 
popular nobles, who celebrated the year of their ' 
prastorflnp by a fif ftival, which lafted feven daysi, 
and coft above one hundred thoufand pouindd 
fterliBg *^ The eftatw of the Roman fenators,' 
which fo far excec^ded tbe-proportion of mod^rii 
wealth, were not confined to the limits (^ It^ly* 
Their poifeffions extended far beyond the Ionian 
and ^gean feas, to the moft diftknt provinces ; 
Cecity of Nicopolis, which Augiiftus had founded 
as an eternal monument of the A^lian vi6tory^ 
was the property of the devout Paula *^ ; and it is 



^ The fons of Alypiua, of Symmachus, and of Maximus, ipent, 
chiring their rclj^Aive pwetorih^ twelve, or twenty, or forty, cente' 
$fanej (or, hunditd weight of gold). See Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. 197. 
This popular elUmation allows foroe latitude ; but it is difficult to 
explam a law in the Theodofian Code (l.vi. leg. 5.), which fixes thfe 
expencc of the fiift praetor at 25,000, of the fecond at »o,ooo, and o£ 
the third at is,ooeJhlUs, The name oijfoUu (fee Mem. de I'Academie 
des Infcriptions, torn. xxviiL p. ^%^.) was equally applied to a purft 
of I %s pieces of filver, and to a fmall copper coin of the value of , ^*,-^ 
' part of that pude* In the former fenfe, the 25,000 foUes would bf 
equal to i50,ood. ; in the latter, to five or fix pounds fterling- The 
one appears extravagant, the other is ridiculous. There muft have 
^xifted ibme third, and middle value, which is here underfiood ; but 
aanbigmty is an inexculable fault in the language of laws. 

^ NicopoHs • • • in A(Stiaco littbre fita pofTefilonis veftrae nunc 
pars vel maxima eft. Jerom in prefat. Comment, ad EpiiloL ad 
Titum, torn. ix. p. 143. M. de Tillemont fuppofes, ftrangely enough» 
that it waf part of Agamemnon's inheritance. Mem. £ccleL torn* xil* 

s 4 obferved 
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c ITA t: ohfefved by Seneca, that the rivers which had 
divided hoftile cations, now flowed through the- 
lands of private citizens *?. . According to their 
temper and circumftances, the eilaJtes of the 
Rotnans were either, cultivated by. the labour of 
their, flaves, or granted for a certain and ftipii4> 
lated rent, to the induftrious i^rmer. The 
ceconomical writers of antiquity ftrenuoufly 
recommend the former method, wherever it may, 
be pra6licable ; but if the objeS fliould be re- 
moved, by its diftance or magnitude, from the 
immediate eye of the mafter^ they prefer the 
a<£tiye care of an old hereditary, tenant, attached 
to the foil, andintereflied in the; produce, to the. 
mercenary adminiftration of a negligent, perhaps 
an unfaithful, fteward ^\ 
dj^^ip The opulent nobles of at! immenfe capital, 

manneri. who Were never excited by the purfuit of military 
glory, and feldom engaged in the occupations of 
civil government, naturally refigned their leifure 
to the bufinefs and amufements of private life. 
At Rome, commerce was always held in con^ 

' ^ Seneca, Epift. Ixxxix. His language is of the declahaatory kind r 
but declamation could fcareely exaggerate tne avarice and luxury of 
the Romans. The philofopher himfelf deferved fome Ihare of the 
reproach ; if it be true that his rigorous exa(5lion of Quadringenthst 
above three hundred thoufand pounds, which hehad lent at high inte- 
reft, provoked a rebellion in Britain. (Dion; Caffius, 1. bcii. p. 1003.) 
According to the conjeAure of Gale ( Antoninus's Itinerary in Britain, 
p. 92.), the^ fame Fauf^us pofleiied an eftate ne^ar Bury, in SufibHc, 
and another in the kingdom of Naples. 

^^^' VoluHus, a wealthy fenator (Tacit. Annal.iii. 30.), always prei 
ferred tenants borrfon the eftate. Columella, who received this maxini 
from him, argues very judicioufly on the fubjcA. De Re Ruftici^ 
|. i. c. 7. p.4oS. edit, Gefncr, Leipfig| 1735, 

tempt ; 
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tempt : but the fenators, from the firft age of the chap. 
republic, increafed their patrimony, and muK ^^^^y 
tiplied their clients, by the lucrative practice of 
ufury; and the obfolete laws were eluded, or 
violated, by the mutual inclinations and intereft 
of both parties ^\ A confiderable mafs of trea-* 
fure muft always have exifted at Rome, either inr 
the current coin of the empire, or in the form of 
gold and filver plate j and there were many fide- 
bbards in the time of Pliny, which contained 
more foHd filver, than had been tranfported by 
3aipi6 from vanquiihed Carthage ^\ The greater 
part of the nobles^ who diffipated their fortunes 
in prbfufe luxury, found themfelves poor in the 
midft of wealth ; and idle in a cpnftant round 
of diffipation. Their defires were continually 
gratified by the labour of a thoufand hands ; of 
the. numerous train of thieir domeilic flaves, who 
Were afikuated by the fear of puniihment ; and of 
the various profeflions of artificers and mer- 
thants^ who were more powerfully impelled by 
the hopes of gain. The ancients were deftitute 
of many of the conveniences of life, which have 
been invented or improved by the progrefs of 
induftry ; and the plenty of glafs and linen has 
diffufed njorg real .comforts among the modern 

• ^' Valefius ' (ad Ammian. 3UT. 6.) hat proved» from Chiyfoftoms 
and AugufiiD) that the fenatort were not allow'ed to lend money; at 
ufury. Yet it appears from the Theodofian Code (fee Godefroyad, 
1. ii. tit^ xxxiiu torn. i. p. 230— a89.)> that they were permitted to 
take fix per cent* or one-half of the legal intereft ; and, what isrmore 
fingular, this permifEon was granted to the young fenators. • 
' -"* Plin. HUl. Katur. xxxiiL 50. He ftates the filver at oinly 43S0 
poundSf' which is incceafed by lAyy (xxx.4jO to ioo,o»3 : the for- 
mer feems too little for an opulent city, the latter too much for any 
private fideboard, 

nations 
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CHAP, natibns of £iiroj>e» than the fdtiators of Hoim 
^^^^ could derive from all the refinfements of pompous 
be fenfiial lu^uiy ^\ Their loxuiy , tad thei^ tAWi* 
ners^ have been the iUligeA of miftute and labo^ 
rious difqutfition : but as fuch enquiries would 
divert me too long froin the defign of the prefisnt 
work, I fliall produce an authentic flate Of Bomtt 
and its inhabitants^ which is more peculiarly ap<^ 
{dicable to the period of the. Gothic invafion* 
Aminianus MarceUinus, who prudently chofo 
the capital of the empire, as the refldeAce.tb* 
befl; adapted to the hiftorian of his own lUmei^ 
has mixed with the narrative of puUic evtents^ a 
lively reprefentation Of the fcenes with Which b4^ 
Ivas familiarly converfimt. The judicious reader 
will not always approve the >aiperity of ceiifure^ 
the choice of circumftanoes^ or the ftyle iji ex* 
preffion : he will p6rhap& dete^ the latent pre* 
judices^ and perfonal refeiitments, which fi>ured 
the temper of Ammianus himfelf )'but ho will 
furdy obferve, with philoibphic curtofity» the 
interefling and original piAure.of the manners of 
Rome'*. 

^ The learned Aibuthnot (Tabki of Ancient Coinsy kc* p* 153O 
has obfenred with humoury and I brieve with truths that Augofhit 
had neither glaliii to his windowsy nor a Ihirt to his back. Under the 
lower en^irei the ufe of linen and glaft became fomewhat mort 
c<Naunon« 

^. It is incumbent on me to explam the liberdes which I haVe taken 
lidth the text of Ammianns. r. I have melted down into one piece 
liht fixth chapter of the fourteenth^ and the fourth of the twenty-eightk 
book. 1. I have given order and connexion to the coniiiied mais o£ 
materials. 3. 1 have foftenedy&m^ extravagaiik hyperbole^ and pared 
away iome fuperfluities of the originaL 4. I have developed fome 
<A>feiVal30ns which were infinuated} rather than exprefled. "Widlthefe 
•ilowtnces, my Teribn will be fotmdt sot literal ind^df but fkithfol 

<«Tht 
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. « The greatnefs of Rom6 (fuch is the Ian- c H A P; 
«« gixQge of the hiftoriatt): was founded on the .^5^^ 
" rare, and almoft inci*edihle, alliance of virtue CRaraaer 
*« and of fortune* The long period of her in- o^*^«Ro- 

^ * man no* 

" fancy was. employed in a laborious ftruggle bic8,by 
«* againft the tribes of Italy, the neighbours and ^°T!*; 
" enemies of the rifing city. Intheftrengthand cciiinu$.* 
** ardour of youth, (he fuftained the ftorms of 
" war; carried her victorious arms beyond the 
^^ fet^s and the mountains ; and brought home 
<« triumphant laurels from every country of the 
<« globe. At length, verging towards old age, 
«« and[ fometimes conquering by the terror only 
«« of her name, flie fought the bleffings of eafe 
•« and tranquillity. The venerable city, 
« which had trampled on the necks of the fierceft 
<^ nations ; and eftablifhed a iyftem of laws, the 
<^ perpetual guardians of juilice and freedom ;; 
*' was content, like a wife and wealthy parent, to 
*' devolve on the Caefars, her favourite foris, the 
« care of govei'ning her ample patrimony ". A 
<< fecure and profound peace, fiich as had been 
^* once enjoyed in the reign of Numa, fucceeded 
*« to the tumults of a republic : while Rome wa^ 
«' ftill adored as the queen of the earth j and the 
^* fubjeCb nations ftill reverenced the name of the 
** people, and the majefty of the fenate. But 

^' Claudkuiy who ieems to have read the hiilory of Ammianus, 
ipeak$ of this great revolution in a much lefi courtly ftyle : 
Poftquam jura ferox in fe communia Caefar 
Tranftulit; et lapfi mcMVs ; defu^taque prifcis 
Artibus> in gremium pacis fervile recefii. 

I>e BelL Gildonico, p. 49* 

« this 
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CHAP, " this native fplendour (continues Ammianus) is 
y] j^^_^ " degraded, and fullied, by the condu6l of fome 
" noble^s; who, unmindful of their own dignity, 
«* and of that of their country, aflume an un- 
. ** bounded licence of vice and folly. They con- 
** tend with each other in the empty vanity of 
** titles and furnames ; andcuriouflyfele6loria- 
*« vent the moft lofty and fonorous appellations, 
" Reburrus, or Fabunius, Pagonius, or Tarra- 
** fius^*, which may imprefs the ears of the vulgar 
«« with aftonifliment and refpe6t. From a vain 
" ambition of perpetuating their niiemory, they 
** Qffe€t to multiply their likenefs, in ftatues of 
•* bronze and marble; nor are they fatisfied^ 
?* unlefs thofe ftatues are covered with plates of 
** gold : an honourable diftin6lion, firft granted 
** to Acilius the conful, after he had fubdued, by 
" his arms and counfels, the power of King 
*^ Antiochus. Theoftentationof difplaying, of 
•* magnifying, perhaps, the rent-roll of the eftates 
** which they poffefs in all the provinces, from 
*f the rifing to the fetting fun, provokes the juft 
«* refentment of every man, who recolle6ls, that 
'♦* their poor and invincible anceftors were not 
•* diftinguifhed from the meaneft of the fbldiers, 
^' by the delicacy of their food, or the fplendour 



^ The minute diligence of antiquarians has |iot been able to verify 
thefe- extraordinary names* I am of opinion that they were invented 
by the hiitorian hlmfelf» who was afraid of any perfonal fatire or apr 
plication. It is certain, howeveri that the fimple denominations of the 
Romans were gradually lengthened to the number of four, five, or 
even feven, pompous furnames ; as for inflance, Marcus Maecius. 
Mammius Furius Balburlus Caecilianus Placidus. See Norxs Ceno- 
taph. Fifan. Divert, iv. p. 43%. 
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^* of their apparel. But the modern nobles miea^ chap. 

" fure their rank and confequence according to -^^^^* 

" the loftinefs of their chariots", and the weighty 

^' magnificence of their drefs. Their long robe9 

*^ of filk and purple float in the wind; and asr 

" they are agitated, by art or accident, they 

" occafionally difcover the under garments, the 

" rich tunics, embroidered with the figures of 

** various animals *^ Follo\i<red by a train of 

*' fifty fervants, and tearing up the pavement,- 

" they move along the ftreets with the iame 

** impetuous fpeed as if they travelled with poft- 

" hprfes; and the example of the fenators i« 

•* boldly imitated by the matrons and ladies, 

" whofe covered carriages are continually driving 

** round the immenfe fpace of the city and fu- 

** burbs. Whenever thefeperfons of high diftino- 

** tion condefeend to vifit the public baths, they 

^* affume, on their entrance, a tone of loud and 



. - ^ The earruca% or coaches of the Romans, were often of folid 
filveT} curloufly carved and engraved ; and the trappings of the mule*^ 
or horfes> "wrere eoibofled with gold. This magnificence continued 
from the reign of Nero to that of Honorius ; and the Appian way 
was covered with the fplendid equipages, of the nobles, ^p came out 
to meet St.Melania, when ftie returned to Rome, fix years before the^ 
Qothic fiege (Seneca, epift. Ixxxvvi. Plin. Hlft. Natur. xxxiii. 49. 
Paulin. Nolan, apud Baron. Annal. EccleC A.D. 397. N'j.). Yet 
pomp is well exchanged for convenience ; and a pLiin modem coac^ 
that is hung upon fprings, is much preferable to the filver or gold cartt 
of antiquity, which rolled on the axle-tree, and were expofed, for the 
moft part, to the inclemency of the weather. 

^* In' a liomily of Afterius, Biihop of Amafia, M. de Valob hat 
difcovered (ad Ammian. xiv. 6.) that this was a new faihbn ; that 
bears, wolves, lions, and t}'ger8, woods, hunting matchesi ,Scc« were, 
reprefented in embroidery ; and that the more pious coxcombs fuhfU- 
tiited the figure or legend of fome favourite faiut. 



^ infoient 
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CHAP. <« infolent command, and appropriate to their 
^^* , •* own ufe the conveniences which were de- 
" %ned for the Roman people. If, in thefe 
** places of mixed and general relbrt, they meet 
^' any of the infamous minifters (^their pleafures^ 
<^ they expreft their afie£tion by a tender em- 
•* brace ; while they proudly decline the faluta- 
" tions of their fellow-citinens, who are not 
«* permitted to afpire above the honour of kiffing 
<^ their hands, op their knees. As foon as they 
<* have indulged themfelves in the refreihment 
<< of the bath, they refume their rings, and the 
*^ Other enfigns of their dignity; felefil from their 
<* private wardrobe of the fined linen, fuch as 
•* might fuffice for a dozen perfons, the garments 
^ the moft agreeable to their fancy, and main- 
** tain till their departure the feme haughty de- 
•^ meanour ; which perhaps might have been 
^* excufed in the great Marcellus, s^er the con- 
" queft of Syracufe. Sometimes, indeed, thefe 
<^ heroes undertake more arduous atchieve- 
♦« ments j they vifit their eflates in Italy, and 
*« procure themfelves, by the toil of fervile hands^ 
•* the amufements of the chace '«. If at any 
•* time, but more elpecialiy on a hot day, they 
f' have courage to iail, on their painted gallies, 
•• from the Lucrine lake ^° to their elegant villas 

<^ on 

^ See Pliny's Epillles. i. 6. Three large wild boars were allured 
and taken in the toils, without interrupting the itudies of the philofb- 
phxc QjortiiDan. 

-♦• The change from the inaufpicious wotilAvernuj, which Hands 
In the text, is immaterial. The two lafc^s, Avemus and Lucrinus, 
communicated with each other, and were fafbioned by the flupendous 
moles of Agrippa into the Julian port> which opened, through a 

xurrow" 
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?* jQO the i^a-ooaft of Pufeoli and Cayeta^S tihey c h A P> 

^* fi0m])b]^ their, own expeditions to the marcheH ^ ^^^ 

^^ .<^; Cm&i and ^exaoder. Tet Ihould a % 

<' prefunte to ieiitle on the fiiken folds of 

*^ thiiir gilded umbrellas; ihould a fun4)eaM 

f^ penetrate througUJome unguarded and impei^ 

^ (^eiptible chi^k, they deplore their intolerable 

f ' hardfliips^ and lament, in sffeSted language^ 

f* that they were not born iii the land of the 

V Cimmerianf/*, the regions of eternal datkneft; 

^^ la thefe jonrnies into the country ^, the whole 

^^ body of the. baulhold marches with their 

^ mafter. In thefame manner as the cavalry and 

^^ infiintry, the heavy and the light armed troops^ 

taxrovf ej>trance» mto the gulf of Puteoli* Vtrgil^ who refided on thtt 
ipot> has defcribed (Georgia li. i6i*) this work at the moment of its 
dJ3s(nt|lia.9.andLliis dctinmentaioity efpeciaUy Catrou» have derived 
pliiich %ht from Stabo) Suetoniu9» and Dion. £aith(|Qakea and 
volcanos liave changed the face of the coimtry^ and turned the Lu- 
cfittiilalke^ fince tlkt ytaep t5 jS> into the Monte Naovo. . See Camillo 
l^jQilMrino Difcoril d|^.CsiA^pani4 Felicet p. S39. a44i &c. Mjtonii 
Sanfiuicii C^mpaniai p. J3. JSS. 

' ^ 'The regna Cdmatiaf et Puteotana ; loca cseteroqui valde expe- 
tQ¥}a9^ intan^^Uaatbun uitem multitmSne fauns f amende. Cicero ad 
Attic. xYi- 171. 

^* The proverbial exprefiion of Cimmerian darknefs was originally 
b#itiG[vve<f fixhn the deibription t>f Homer (in the elevendi book of the 
€^dyfleY)b whicVhe agl^liet to a remote a^ &buk>UiS country on the 
^res of the ocean. See £rafmi Adagiat in his works» torn. ii. p. 594* 
Ae licyden eiditlon. 

' ."^ Wcimay lg^mfrom:Sbfi0ca» epift. exxiii. thrtecurious circuni* 
fiancesrel^tivetothe jonrnies of the Ramans, i. They were pa*eced» 
ed by a troop of Numidian li^ht-horfey who announced».by a cloud 
Of.dufi^ the appiR)^ of a' great man. «• Their baggage mulee tranf- 
|)orted not only tha iHfecious vafes^. but even the feigile vefle^ls of 
f:hryftai and nturray which laft is almoit proved, by the learned Frencl^ 
tnu^tor'of Soieea, (torn. iii. p. 402 — ^429*)^ to mean the porcelain 
of ChiOj^anfl Jap92i. 3« 'fh^ Inmtt^ul, faces gf t^ young iljives y^ere 
covered with a medicatfid cruA, or ointmentf which fecured them againft 
theefie^tof tlieib&xndfroft. < '^ 

. . - ' i *« the 



%Jt 



THE DECLINE AND TALL 



CHAP." the advanced guard and the rear, are naar- 
7^^ , « ihalled by the {kill <rf their military leaders ; 
^^ fo the dotneftic officers, who bear a rod, as an 
^^ enfign of authority, diflxib«ite and arrange 
** the numerous trail? of flavesi and attendants. 
.** The baggage and wardrobe move in the 
V front ; and are immediately followed by a 
«« multitude of cooks, and inferior minifters, 
<< employed in the fervice of the kitchens, and 
." of the table. The main body is compofed 
^^ of a promifcuous crowd of flaves, increafed 
<< by the accidental concourfe of idle or de- 
** pendent plebeians. The Tear is clofed by 
f< the favourite band of eunuchs, diftributed 
** from age to youth, according to the order 
** of feniority. Their numbers, and' their de- 
^' formity, excite the horror of the indignant 
** fpe6tators, who are ready to execrate the 
«* memory of Semiramis, for the. cruel art which 
*• flie invented, of fruftrating the purpofes of 
** nature, and of blading in the bud the hopes 
** of future generations. In the exercife of do^ 
** meflic jurifdi6lion, the nobles, of Rome ex- ^ 
*« prefs an exquifite fenfibility for any pfer- 
*^ fonal injury, and a contemptuous indifierence 
*** for the reft of the human ijx^cies. When 
." they have called for warm water, if a flave 
« has been tardy in his obedience, he is in- 
^^ ftantly qhaftifed with three hundred laihes : 
' « but fliould the fame flave cotnniit a wilful 
*' murdjBr the mafter will mildly pbferve, that 
** he is a worthlefs fellow j but that, if he re- 
" peats the offence, he fhall not efcape^ puijilh? 
. I " ment. 
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*• liient. Hofpitality was formerly the virtue t)f c H A P.) 
** the Romans ; and every ftranger, who could xxxi. 
** plead either merit or misfortune, was relieved 
" or rewarded, by their generofity. At prefent^ 
" if a foreigner, perhaps of no contemptible 
** rank, is introduced to one of the proud and 
" wealthy fenatprs, he is welcome indeed in the 
" firft audience, with fuch warm profeffions, and 
•* fuch kind enquiries, that he retires enchanted 
** with the affability of his illuftrious friend, and 
** full of regret that he had fo long delayed hisr 
*' journey to Rome, the native feat of manners, 
*' as well as of empire. Secure of a favourable 
** reception, he repeats his vifit the enfuing day; 
** and is mortified by the difcovery, that his 
** perfon, his name, and his country, are already 
** forgotten. If he ftill has refolution to perfe* 
*« vere, he is gradually numbered in the train of 
** dependents, and obtains the permiflion to pay 
^^ his afliduous and unprofitable court to a haugh- 
** ty patron, incapable of gratitude or friendfliip j 
** who fcarcely deigns to remark his prefence, hi» 
** departure, or his return. Whenever the rich 
" prepare a folemn and popular entertainment"^; 
*•* whenever they celebrate, with profufe ahd 

*' per^ 

^ Diftributio folemiuum fportularum. Tht fportulai or fpoftelldy 
were fmall baikets, fuppofed to contain a quantity of hot prbvifions, 
of the value of loo quadrantes, or twelvepence halfpenny, which 
^nrere ranged in order in the hall, and oftentatioufly dif^ributed to 
the hungry or fervile crowd, who waited at the door. This in- 
delicate cuilom is very frequently mentioned in the epigrams of 
Martial, and the fatires of Juvenal. See likewife Suetonhis, in 
Claiid. c. a I. in Neron. c. i6. in Domitian, c. 4. 7* Thefe baikets 
of provifiont were afterwards converted into large pieces of gold 

VOL.V. T and 
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CHAP.** pernicious luxury, their private banquets i 
^^^ " the choice of the guefts is the fubje6t of 
" anxious deliberation. The modeft, the fober> 
** and the learned, are feldom preferred ; and 
" the noitaenclators, who are commonly fwayed 
** by interefted motives, have the addrefs to 
« infert, in the lift of invitations, the obfcure 
** names of the moft worthlefs of mankind. 
^^ But the frequent and familiar companions 
*' of the great, are thofe parafites, who pra6tife 
** the moft ufeful of all arts, the art of flattery ; 
*' who eagerly applaud each word, and every 
^* a6bion of their immortal patron ; gaze with 
'* rapture on his marble columns, and varie- 
** gated pavements ; and ftrenuoufly praife the 
*' pomp and elegance, which he is taught to 
*' confider as a part of his perfonal merit. 
*« At the Roman tables, the birds, the ^i«r. 
re/5^% or the filh, which appear of an un- 



c< 



and fiiver coin, or plate, which were mutually given and accepted 
even by the perfons of the higheft rank (See Symmach* epift.iv. S5* 
ix. Z24* and Mifceli. p. 256.}, on iblenui occafions, of confuUh^ 
marriages, &c. 

*^ The want of an EnglUh name obliges me to refer to the com- 
mon genus of fquirrels, the Latin glUf the french loir; a little 
animaly who inhabits the woods, and remains torpid in cold weather 
(See Plin. Hiil. Natur. vii. 82. Buffcn, Hift. Naturelle, torn. viii. 
P.15S. Pennant's Synopiis of Quadrupeds^ p.389.). The art of 
rearing and fattening great numbers of gJires was pradUfed ixi 
Ronaan villas, as a profitable article of rural oeconomy (Varo, de Re 
Ruftica, iii. 15.). The exceflive denaand of them for luxurious 
tables, was increafed by the foolifh prohibitions of the Cenfois; 
and it is reported, that they are flill efteemed in modem Rome* 
and are frequimtly fent as prefeuts by the Collonna princes (Sec 
jarotier, the lall editor of Pliny, tom,ii.458:apud Barbou, I779.> 

" common 
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*^ common fize, are contemplated with curious CHAP. 

** attention ; a pair of fcales is accurately ap- ^^^• 

** plied, to afcertain their real weight; and, 

^^ while the more rational guefls are difgufted by 

" the vain and tedious repetition, notaries are 

^* fummoned to atteft, by an authentic record, 

^* the truth of fuch a marvellous event Another 

^ method of introdu6lion into the houfes and 

*> fociety of the great, is derived from the pro- 

" feffion of gaming, or, as it is more politely 

" flyled, of play. The confederates are united 

" by a ftria and indiffoluble bond of friendfliip ; 

^' or rather of confpiracy ; a fuperior degree of 

<* Ikill in the Tefferartan art (which may be iri- 

*' terpreted the game of dice and tables '*') is Ja 

** fure road to wealth and reputation. A mafter 

^^ of that fublime fcience, who in a fupper, or 

" affembly, is placed below a magiftrate, difplays 

^* in Iris countenance the furprife and indigna- 

" lion which Cato might be fuppofed to feel, 

" when he was refufed the praetorihip by the 

" votes of a capricious people. The acquifition 



"^ This game, which might be tranflated by the more familiar 
names of triBracy or backgammon^ was. a favourite amufement of the 
graveft Romans ; and old Muciu.3 Scaevola, the lawyer, had the repu- 
tsftion of a very fltilful player. It was called ludtis duodecimfcriptorumy 
From the Xv^^tlwe fcripta, or lines, which equally divided the al'veolus 
or table. On thefe, the two' armies, the white and the black, each 
confining of fifteen men, or calculi were regularly placed, and alter- 
hately moved, according to the laws of the game ; and the chances 
of the tejjera;, or dice. Dr. Hyde, who diligently traces the hiftory 
and varieties of the tierdiludium (a name of Perfic etymology) fron> 
Ireland to Japan, pours forth, on this trifling fubje(5t, a copious tor- 
rent of claflic and Oriental learning. See Syntagma Dilfertat. tom. ii. 
p. ai7— 405. ^. 

T 2 "of 
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CHAP.** of knowledge feldom engages the curiofity of 
^^^' ^ <« the nobles, who abhor the fatigue, and difdain 
** the advantages, of ftudy ; and the only book& 
*' which they perufe are the Satires of Juvenal, 
" and the verbofe and fabulous hiftories of Ma- 
*^ rius Maximus^\ The libraries which they 
** have inherited from their fathers, are fecluded, 
" like dreary fepulchres, from the light of day ^. 
** But the coftly inftruments of the theatre, 
" flutes, and enormous lyres, and hydraulic or- 
*' gans, are conftru6led for their ufe ; and the 
** harmony qf vocal and inftrumental mufic is 
*' inceflantly repeated in the palaces of Rome* 
** In thofe palaces, found is preferred' to fenfe, 
** and the care of the body to that of the mind. 
** It is allowed as a falutary maxim, that the light 
**• and frivolous fufpicion of a contagious malady, 
** is of fufficient weight to excufe the vifits of the 
** moft intimate friends j and even the fervants, 
ff who are difpatched to make the decent enqui- 
** ries, are not fuffered to return home, till they 
** have undergone the ceremony of a previous 
" ablution. Yet this felfifli and unmanly deli- 
** cacy occafionally yields to the more imperious 
" paffion of avarice. The profpedl of gain will 

^f Marius Maximus, homo omnium verbofiflimus, qui, et mithiilb- 
ricis fe volumnibus implicavit. Vopifcus, in Hift. AuguiU p. 242* 
He wrote the lives of the emperors, from Trajan to Alexander Sevenis, 
See Gerard, Voffius de Hiftoricis Latin. 1. ii. c. 3. in his works, 
vol. iv. p. 57. 

^ This Attire is probably exaggerated. The ' Saturnalia of Ma- 
crobius, and the epiftles of Jerom, afford (Ktisfadtory proofs, that 
Chriftian theology, and claffic literature, were fiudioufly cultivated by 
fev«ral Romans, of both fexes, and of the higheft rank. 

« urge 
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*« urge a rich and gouty fenator as far as Spo- c H A P- 
*^ leto; every fentiment of arrogance and dig- 
^ nityis fubdued by the hopes of an inheri- 
^ tance, or even of a legacy ; and a wealthy, 
" childlefs citizen is the moft powerful of the 
^ Romans. The art of obtaining the fignature 
" of a favourable teftament, and fometimes of 
•^ haftening the moment of its execution, is 
** perfe6lly underftood ; and it has happened, 
** that in the fame houfe, though in different 
" apartments, a hufband and a wife, with the 
** laudable defign of over-reaching each other, 
" have fummoned their refpeftive lawyers, to 
** declare, at the fame time, their mutual, but 
" contradiftory, intentions. The diftrefs which 
•* follows and chaftifes extravagant luxury, often 
** reduces the great to the ufe of the moft humili- 
" ating expedients* When they defire to bor- 
" row,they employ the bafe and fupplicating ftyle 
" of the flave in the comedy ; but when they 
** are called upon to pay, they affume the royal 
** and tragic declamation of the grandfons of 
" Hercules. If the demand is repeated, they 
** readily procure fome trufty fycophant, in- 
" ftru6led to maintain a charge of poifon, or 
** magic, againft the infolent creditor ; who is 
^^ feldom releafed from prifon, till he has iigned 
" a difcharge of the whole debt. Thefe vices, 
«* which degrade the moral chara6ler of the 
*' Romans, are mixed with a puerile fuperfti- 
** tion, that dilgraces their underftanding. They 
*< liften with confidence to the predictions of 
" harufpices, who pretend to read, in the 

X 3 " entrails 
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CHAP. «« entrails ofvi6lims, the figns of future greatnefe 
v^-^^^; " and profperity ; and there are many who do 
" not prefume either to bathe, or to dine, or to 
" appear in public, till they have diligently con- 
" fulted, according to the rules of aftrology, the 
" fituation of Mercury, and the afpefil of the 
*< moon ^*. It is Angular enough, that this vain 
" credulity may often be difcovered among the 
profane fceptics, who impioufly doubt, or 
deny the exiftence of a celeftial power." 
State and In populous cities, which are the feat of com- 
of ^t^peo- ^^^^^ a^d manufafilures, the middle ranks of 
pie of inhabitants, who derive their fubfiftence from 
^°™^- th^ dexterity, or labour, of their hands, are com- 
iponly the moft public, the mod ufeful, and, ia 
tjhat fenfe, ^he moft reipe^lable, part of the com- 
munity. But the plebeians of Rome, who diC. 
dained fuch fedentary and fervile arts, had beea 
opprefled, from the earlieft times, by the weight 
of debt and ufury ; and the hufbandman, during 
the term of his military fervice, was obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm ^^ The lands 
of Italy which had been originally divided among 
the families of free and indigeut proprietors, 
were iiifenfibly purchafed, or ufi^rped, by tl^ 

• ^ Macrobius, tJ^e friend of* ttde Roman nobfeii codidered the ftare 
as the caufe, or at leaft the figas, of future events (de Somn. Scipion. 
Li. c. 19. p. 68.)- 

*9 The hiftorians of Livy (fee particularly vi. 36.) are full of the 
extortions of the rich, and the fufierings of the poor debtors. The 
melancholy ftory of a brave old foldier ' (Dionyf. Hal. 1. vi. c.a6. 
p. 347« edit. Hudfon, and Livy, ii. 23.) muft have been frequently 
repeated in thofe primitive times, which hs^ye been fo undeferrecHy 
praifed. 

14 avarice 
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avarice of the nobles ; and in the age which pre- chap. 
ceded the fall of the republic, it was computed, ^ xxxi. 
that only two thoufand citizens were poffeffed of 
any independent fubflance ^°* Yet as long as 
the people beftowed, by their fufirages, the ho* 
nours of the ftate, the command of the legions, 
and the adminiilration of wealthyprovinces, their 
confcious pride alleviated, in fome meafure, the 
hardihips of poverty ; and their wants were fea- 
fonably fupplied by the ambitious liberality of the 
candidates, who afpired to fecure a venal ma- 
jority in the thirty-five tribes, or the hundred and 
ninety-three centuries, of Rome. But when the 
prodigal commons had imprudently alienated not 
only the ^/ey but the inheritance^ of power, they 
funk, under the reign of the Casfars, into a vile 
and wretched populace, which muft, in a few 
generations, have been totally extinguiflied, if it 
had not been continually recruited by the manu- 
miffion of flaves, and the influx of flrangers. As 
early as the time of Hadrian, it was the juft com- 
plaint of the ingenuous natives, that the capital 
had attra6led the vices of the univerfe, and the 
manners of the mofli oppofite nations. The in- 
temperance of the Gauls, the cunning and levity 
of the Greeks, the favage obftinacy of the Egyp. 
tians and Jews, the fervile temper of the Afiatics, 



'* Non efle in civitate duo millia hominum qui rem haberent. 
Cicero. GfEc, ii. ai. and Comment. Paul. Manut. in edit. Gracv. 
This vagu? computation was made A. U. C. 649, in a fpeech of the 
tribune Fhilippu8> and it was his objedl, as well as that of the Gracchi 
(fee Rutarch), to deplore, and perhaps to exaggerate, the mifery of 
the common people. 

T 4 and 
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p H A P. and the diffolute, effeminate proftitution of the 
^x^.^ Syrians, were mingled in the various multitude; 
which, under the proud and falfe denomination 
of Romans, prefumed to defpife their fellow- 
fubjefibs, and even their fovereigns, who dwelt 
beyond the precindls.of the eternal city^'. 
PubUc dif- Yet the name of that city was ftill pronounced 
S bread, ^^^^ refpe6l : the frequent and capricious tu- 
bacon, oU, mults of its inhabitants were indulged with impu- 
nity; and the fucceffors of Conftantine, inilead 
of crufhing the laft remains of the democracy, 
by the ftrong arm of militarypower, embraced the 
^n^d policyof Auguftus,and ftudied to relieve the 
poverty, and to amufe the idlenefs, of an innu- 
iherable people ^*. L For the convenience of the 
lazy plebeians, the monthly diftributions of corii 
were converted into a daily allowance of bread j 



*' See the third Satire (60—1^5.) of Juvenal>. who mdignantly 
complains, 

Quamvis quota portio fsecis Achaei ! 

Jampridem Syrus in Tiberim defluxit Orontes ; 

Et linguam et mores, &c. 
Seneca, when he propofes to comfort his mother (Confolat. ad Helv. 
c. 6.) by the refleflion, that a great part of mankind were in a fiate of 
^xile, reminds her hoyr few of the inhabitants of Rome were bom im 
the city, 

** Almoft all that is faid of the bread, bacon, oil, wine, &c. may be 
•found in the fourteenth book of the Theodofian Code ; which expre&ly 
treats of the police of the great cities. See particularly the titles iif« 
iv. XT. xvi. xyii. xxiv. The collateral teftimonies are produced in 
Godefroy's Commentary, and it is needlefs to tranfcribe them. A(S 
cordhig to a law of Theodofius, which appreciates in money the mili- 
tary allowance, a piece of gold (eleven ihillings) was equivalent to 
eighty pounds of bacon, or to eighty pounds of oil, or to twelve modii 
(or pecks) of fait (Cod. Theod. 1. vjii. tit. iv. leg. 1 7.). This equation» 
compared with another of feventy pounds of bacon for an amphora 
{Cod. Theod. 1. xiv. tit.iv. leg. 4.), fixes^the price of wine at about 
^xteen-pence the gallon. • . . • 

10 a great 
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a great number of ovens was conftru6led and chap. 
maintained at the public expence ; and at the ^^^^ 
appointed hour, each citizen, who was fumifhed 
with a ticket, afcended the flight of fleps, which 
had been afligned to his peculiar quarter or divi- 
fion, and received, either as a gift, or at a very 
low price, a loaf of bread of the weight of three 
pounds for the ufe of his family. . II. The fo- 
reft of Lucania, whofe acorns fattened large 
droves of wild hogs ", afforded, as a fpecies of 
tribute, a plentiful fupply of cheap and whole- 
fome meat. During five months of the year, a 
regular allowance of bacon was diftributed to the 
poorer citizens ; and the annual confumption of 
the capital, at a time when it was much declined 
from its former luftre, was afcertained by aa 
edi6l of Valentinian the Third, at three millions 
fix hundred arid twenty-eight thoufand pounds ^\ 
III. In the manners of antiquity, the ufe of oil 
was indifpenfable for the lamp, as well as . for 
the bath ; and the annual tax, which was im- 
pofed on Africa for . the benefit of Rome, 
amounted to the weight of three millions of 
pounds, to the meafure, perhaps, of three hun- 
dred thoufand Englilh gallons. IV. The anxiety 
of Auguftus to provide the metropolis with fuffi- 



*^ The anonymous author of the Defcription of the World (p. 14.) 
iu tom.m. Geograph. Mmor, Hudibn) obferves of Lucaniar in his 
barbarous Latin, Regio obtima, et ip(a omnibus l\abundans> et lardura 
multum foras emittit. Propter quod eft in montibusy cujus aefcam 
anims^ium yariam> &c. 

. ** See Novell, ad calcem Cod. Theod. D. Valent. L 1. tit. xv. This 
}xw was publiihed at Rome^ June the a9th9 A. D. 4$%* 

cient 
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CHAP, cient plenty of corn, was not ex tended beyond that 
^^ ^^ ^ neceflary article of human fubfiilence ; and when 
the popular clamour accufed the deamefs and 
fcarcity of wine, a proclamation was iffued, by 
the grave reformer, to remind his fubje£ls, that 
no man could reafonably complain of third, fince 
the aqueducts of Agrippa had introduced into 
the city fo many copious ilreams of pure and 
falubrious water ^^ This rigid fobriety was 
infenfibly relaxed ; and although the generous 
defign of Aurelian ^^ does not appear to have 
been executed in its full extent, the ufe of wine 
was allowed on very eafy and liberal terms. 
The adminiflration of the public cellars was 
delegated to a magiftrate of honourable rank ; 
and a confiderable part of the vintage of Cam* 
pania was referved for the fortunate inhabitants 
of Rome. 
Ufe of the The ftupendous aqueducts, fo j uftly celebrated 
r^f^ by the praifes of Auguftus himfelf, repleniflied 
the Thermce^ or baths, which had been conftrufiled 
in every part of the city, with Imperial magnifi* 
cence. The baths of Antoninus Caracalla^ which 
were open, at ilated hours, for the indi&riminate 
ferviceof the fenators and the people, contained 
above fixteen hundred feats of marble ; and more 



^ Sueton. in Auguft. c. 42. The ntmoft debauch of the Emperor 
himfeif> m his farourite wine of Rhaetia, never exceeded a fextarius - 
(an Englilh pint). Id. c. 77. Torrentius ad Loc. and AHbuthnot^s 
Tables, p. 86. 

' ^^ His defign was to plant vineyards along the fea-coaft of Hetruria 
(Vopifcus, in Hift Auguft. p. 2*5.); the dreary, unwhoUbme, uncul- 
tivated Maremme of modem Tufcany. 

than 
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tlmn three thoufand were reckoned in the baths c H A P^ 
of Diocletian ". The walls of the lofty apart- J^^^^ 
ments were covered with curious molkics, that 
imitated the art of the pencil in the elegance 
of defign, and th^ variety of colours. The 
Egyptian granite was beautifully incrufted with 
the precious green marble of Numidia ; the 
perpetual ftream of hot water was poured into 
the capacious bafons, through fo many wide 
mouths of bright and mafly lilvei'j ,and the 
pieaneft Rom^m could purchafe, with a fmall 
copper coin, the daily eojoymeni: of . a fcene 
of pomp and luxury, which migl^, pxcite the 
envy of the kings of Afia*% From thefe 
ftately palaces iflued a fwarm of dirty and rag- 
ged plebeians, without flioes, and without 
a mantle ; who loitered away whole days ia 
the ftreet or Forum, to hear news, and tp 
hold difputes ; who diffipated, in extravagant 
gaming, the miferaWe pittance of their wives 
^nd children ; and fpent the hours of the night 
in obfcure taverns, and brothels, in the indulr 
gence of grpfs and vulgar fenfuality ^^ 



" Olympiodor. apud Phot. p. 197. ' ' 

^ Seneca (epIftoL IxxxvL) comparea the baths of Scipio Afiicamis» 
at his villa of Liternum, with the magnificence (which was continually 
increafiHg) of the public ba^s of Rome^ lemg before thje flately 
Thermai of AntoniJuiis ^d DiodetiaA were &c^ed* The qmd^cm^ 
~paid fcff admii&on wa9 the qiuiiter of the a^» about one-eight of an 
Engliih peni^y. 

^ Ammianus (1. xiv. c. 6. and !• xxviii. c. 4.) after deferii^isg tiift 
luxury and pride of the nobles of Rome» expc^S) wtdt equal HMligsa- 
tion^ the vices and follies of the conimoR peo]^ 

But 
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iS H A P. But the moil lively and fplendid amufement 
^^^^\ of the idle multitude, depended on the frequent 
Oanjesand exhibition of public games and fpe6lacles. The 
fpcdUdes- piety of Chriftian princes had fuppreffed the 
inhuman combats of gladiators; but the Roman 
people ftill confidered the Circus as their home, 
their temple, and the feat of the republic* The 
impatient crowd rufhed at the dawn of day to 
feciire their places, and there were many who 
pafTed a fleeplefs and anxious nightin theadjacent 
porticos. From the morning to the evening, 
carelefs o iC fun, or of the rain, the fpe6lators, 
who fomelj^'es amounted to the number of four 
hundred thoufand, remained in eager attention ; 
their leyes fixed on the horfes and charioteers, 
their minds agitated with hope and fear, for the 
fuccefs of the colours which they efpoufed : and 
the happinefs of Rome appeared to hang on the 
event of a race ^°. The fame immoderate ardour 
infpired their clamours, and their applaufe, as 
often as they were entertained with the hunting 
of wpd beads, and the various modes of theatrical 
reprefentation. Thefe reprefentations in modern 
capitals may deferve to be confidered as a pure 
and elegant fchool of tafi^e, and perhaps of 
virtue. But the Tragic and Comic Mufe of the 

^ JuvenaL Sadr. n. z^u Sec, The exprelfions of the hiftoriaa Am- 
smanus are net lels ftrong and animated than thofe of the iatirift ; and 
both the one and the other painted from the life. The numbers which 
the great Circus was capable of receivings are taken from the original 
'Notiti^ of the dty. The differences between them prove that they did 
not tranfcribe each other ; but the fum may appear incredible^ though 
the country on theis occafions flocked to t^ie city. 

Romans, 
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Romans, who feldom afpired beyond the imita- CHAP., 
tion of Attic genius ''^^ had been alnaoft totally .^^^^ 
filent fince the fall of the republic ^* ; and their 
place was unworthily occupied by licentious 
farce, effeminate mufic, and Iplendid pageantry. 
The pantomimes *% who maintained their repu- 
tation from the age of Auguftus to the lixth cen* 
tury, expreffed without the ufe of words,* the 
various fables of the gods and heroes of antiquity ^^ 
and the perfe6lion of their art, which fometimes 
difarmed the gravity of the philofopher, always 
excited the applaufe and wonder of the people. 
The vaft and magnificent theatres of Rome were 
filled by three thouland female dancers, and by . 
three thoufand fingers, with the mailers of the 
refpedlive choruffes. Such was the popular 
favour which they enjoyed, that, in a time of 
fcarcity, when all ftrangers were baniflied from 
the city, the merit of contributing to the public 

*' Sometimes indeed they compofed original pieces. 

Veftigia Graeca 

Aufi deferere et celebrare domefiica fa<^a. 
Horat« Epiftol. ad Pifones^ 285. and the learnedi though perplexed^ 
note of Dacier, who might have allowed the name of tragedies to the 
Brutus and the Decius of Pacuviusy or to the Cato of Maternus* 
The OBaviat afcribcd to one of the Senecas, ftill remains a very un- 
favourable fpecimen of Roman tragedy. 

*' In the time of Quintilian and Pliny, a tragic poet was reduced 
to the imperfedl method of hiring a great room, and reading his play 
to the company, whom he invited for that purpofe (See Dialog, de 
Oratoribus, c. 9. 11. and Plin. Epiflol. vii. 17.). 

^3 See the Dialogue of Lucian, entitled, De Saltatione, torn* ii. 
p. 265 — 317. edit. Reitz. The pantomimes obtained the honourable 
name of x^^i^^^ l ^^^ i^ '^^^ required that they fhould be conver- 
fant with abnoft every ai^ and fcience. Barette (in the Memoires de 
I'Academie des Infcriptions, tom. i; p. I27> &c.) has given a fhort hif« 
tory of the art of pantomimes. 

pleafures 
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CHAP, pleafures exempted them from a law, which was 
XXXI. ftri6lly executed againft the profefrors of the 

liberal arts ^^ 
Popuiouf- It is faid, that the foolifli curiofity of Elaga- 
Rome. balus attempted to difcover, from the quantity of 
fpiders webs, the number of the inhabitants of 
Rome. A morfe rational method of enquiry 
might not have been undeferving of the attention 
of the wifeft princes, who could eafily have 
refolved a queftion fo important for the Roman 
government, and fo interefting to fucceeding 
ages. The births and deaths of the citizens were 
duly regiftered; and if any writer of antiquity had 
. condefcended to mention the annual amount, or 
the common average, we might now produce 
fome fatisfa6lory calculation, which would deftroy 
the extravagant affertions of critics, and perhaps 
confirm the modeft and probable conjedlures of 
philofophers ^^ The mod diligent refearches 
have colle6led only the following circumftances 5 
which, flight and imperfe6t as they are^ may 
tend, in fome degree, to illuftrate the queftion of 
the populoufnefs of ancient Rome. L When 
the capital of the empire was befieged by tl>e 

^* Ammianus, I. xlv. c. 6. Kfe complains, with decent indignation, 
that the ftreets of Rome were filled with crowds of females, who might 
have given children to tlie ftate, but whofe only occupation was to curl 
and drefs thsir hair, and ja<5lari volubilibus gyris, dum exprimunt 
innumera funulacFa, quae finxere fabulae theatrales. 

^* Lipfius (torn. iii. p. 4213. de Magnitud. Roman^, 1. iii. c. 3.) and 
Ifaac Voffius (Ohfervat.Var. p.a6 — 34.) have indulged- ftrange dreamg 
of four, or eight, or fourteen millions in Rome. Mr. Hume (Efiays, 
vol. i. p. 450 — 457')' ^^^ admirable good fenfe and fcepticifm, 
betrays fome fecret difpofition to extenuate the populoufnefs of ancient 
times. 

Goths, 
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Goths, the circuit of the walls Was accurately chap. 
lueafured, by Ammonius, the raathenfiatician, xxxi. 
who found it equal to twenty-one miles ^^ It 
ihould not be forgotten that the form of the city 
was almoft that of a circle; the geometrical 
figure which is known to contain the largeft fpace 
within any given circumference. II. The archi- 
ieGb Vitruvius, who flouriflied in the Auguftan 
age, and whofe evidence, on this occafion, has 
peculiar weight and authority, obferves, that the 
innumerable habitations of the Roman people 
would havefpread themfelves far beyond the nar- 
row limits of the city ; and that the want of 
ground, which was probably contra6led on every 
fide by gardens and villas, fuggefted the common, 
though inconvenient, practice of raifingthe houfes 
to a confiderable height in the air '^^.^ Biit the 
loftinefs of thefe buildings, which often confifted 
of hafty work, and infufficient materials, was the 
caufe of frequent and fatal accidents ; and it was 
repeatedly enabled by Auguftus, as well as by 
Nero, that the height of private edifices within 
the walls of Rome, ihould not exceed the mea- 
fure of feventy feet from the ground ^^ III. 

Juvenal 

* Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. 1917. See Fabricius, KW. Grace, torn. ix. 
p. 400. 

^^ In ea autem majefiate urhisy et civium infinita frequentia innume- 
rabiles habitatioHes opus fuir explicare. Ergo cum recipere non poflet 
area' pl^a tantam multitudinem in urbe^ ad auxlHuih altitudinis aedi- 
ficioruxn res ipfa coegit devenire. Vitruv. ii. 8. This paflage, which 
I owe to Voffiusy is clear, ftrong» and comprehenfhre. 

^*^ The fucceffive tcftimonies of Pliny, Ariftides, Claudian, Ruti- 
iius, See, prove the infufficiency of thefe refbridUve edkfls. See Lipiius, 
de Magnitud. RomanS, 1. iii. c. 4. 

. I Tabu- 
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CHAP. JuVenal *» laments, as it Ihouldfeeni from his own 
^xxxi^ experience, the hardfhips of the poorer citizens, 
to whom he addreffes the falutary advice of emi- 
grating, without delay, from the fmoke of Rome, 
iince they might purchafe, in the little towns of 
Italy, a cheerful commodious dwelling, at the 
fame price which they annually paid for a dark 
and miferable lodging, Houfe-rent was there- 
fore immoderately dear : the rich acquired, at an 
enormous expence, the ground, which they 
covered with palaces and gardens ; but the body 
of the Roman people was crowded into a narrow 
fpace ; and the different floors, and apartments^ 
of the fame houfe, were divided, as it is ftill the 
cuflom of Paris, and other cities, among feveral 
families of plebeians. IV. The total number of 
houfes in the fourteen regions of the city, is 
accurately Hated in the defcription of Rome, 
compofed under the reign of Theodofius, and they 
amountto forty-eight thoii&nd three hundredand 

— — - Tabulata tibi jam tertia fumant 
Tu nefcis ; nam fi gradibus Crepidatur ab imis 
Ultimusardebity quern tegula fola tuetur 
A pluvia. 

Juvenal* Sadr. liL 199* 

^ Read the whole third fatirei but particularly i66. 2a3» &c. The 
defcription of a crowded infula; or lodging* houfe, in Petronius 
(c. 95. 97.), perfe<5Uy tallies with the complaints of Juvenal; Mid we 
learn from legal authority, that in the time of Auguftus (Heinneccius* 
Hiil. Juris Roman, civ. p. 181. ), the ordinary rent of the feveral 
etenaculay or apartments of an infula^ annually produced forty thou- 
land fefterces, between three and . four hundred pounds fterfing^ 
(Pande^. 1. xix. tit« ii* N^ 30.) ; a lum which proves at once the large 
extent, and high valuer of thbfe common buildings. 

eighty- 
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teighty-twp '°. The two claffes of domics and of c h A p. 
infulcej into which they are divided, include all ,^^*j 
the habitations of the capital, of every rank and 
condition, from the mari)le palace of the Anicii, 
with a numerous' eftablifliment of freedmen and 
(laves, to the lofty and narrow lodging'.houfe, 
where the poet Codrus, and his wife, were per- 
mitted to hire ^ wretched garret inimediately 
under the tiles. If we adopt the fame average, 
which, under fimilar circumftances, has been 
found applicable to Paris ^', and indifferently 
allow about twenty-five perfons for each houfe, 
of every degree, we may fairly eftimate the inha- 
bitants of Rome at twelve hundred thoufand : a 
number which eannot be thought exceffive for 
the capital of a mighty empire, though it exceeds 
the populoiifnefs of the greateil cities of modern 
Europe ^^ 

Such was the ftateof Rome under the reign of Pirftficge 
Honorius ; at the time when the Gothic arqiy L thr* 
formed the fiege, or rather the blockade, of the Goths, 
city ". By a fkilful difpofition of his numerous ^^•^®** 

forces, 

'* Tills fum total is compofed of 17S0 domusy or great houfes, of 
46)602 in/ul^i or plebeian habitations (fee Nardini, Roma Antica, 
L ill. p. 88.) ; and thefe numbers are afcertained by the agreement of » 

the texts of the different iVo/f//V. Nardini, I. viii. p. 498. 500. 

^* See that accurate writer M. de Meffance, Recherches fur la Popu- 
lation, p. 1 75-— 187. From prc^able, or certain grounds^ he aiiigns 
to P^is %i9s(kS houfesy 7I9I14 families, and 576^630 inhabitants. 

'' This computation is not very different from that which M.Brotier, 
the laft editor of Tacitus j(tom. ii. p. 380.), has aflumed from fimilar * 
principles ; though he feems to aim at a degree of preclfion, which it 
18 neither poflible nor important to obtain. 

^^ For the events of the firfi fiege of Rome, which are often con- 
founded with thofe of th« fecond and thii'd^ fee Zofimus^ 1. v. p. 350 

yOL.V. U — 3J4* 
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C HA P, forces, who impatiently watched the m<mi.eiit of 
^^^^^ aa aflauit, Alaric encompaiTed the wails, eom*- 
manded the twelve principal gates, intercepted 
all oommunication with the adjacent couatry, 
and vigilantly guarded the navigation of the 
Tyber, from which the Romans derived the ilireft 
And moft pi^3tiful fiipply jof provi0ons. The 
£rft emotions of the nobles, and c^. the people, 
were thoie of furprife and indignaUon, that a vile 
Barbarian fluHild 4are to infult the capital of the 
world : but thdr arrogance was foon humbled 
by misfortune ; and dieir unmanly rage, inftead 
of being directed againft an enemy in artBs, was 
meanly exercifed on a defenoelefs and inooeent 
victim. Perhaps in the perfon of Serena, die 
iLomans migiit have relpe^ed the niece of Theo- 
dofius, die aunt, nay even the adcsptive mother, 
of the reigning Emperor: but they abhorred tfee 
widow of Stilicho ; and they lillened with ere- 
ijU^lous paffion to the tale of ealumny, which 
acGuied her of maintaining a fecret and crimiiial 
correfpondenoe with the Gothic invader. A^u- 
ated, or overawed, by the fame popular frenzy, 
the fenate, without requiring any evidence of her 
guilt, pronouuced the fentence of her death* 
Berena was ignominioufly ftrangled; and the 
infatuated multitude were aftoniflied to find, that 
this cruel aSt of injuftice did not immediatdy 
produce the retreat of the Barbarians, and the 
Famine, d^verauce of the city. That unfortunate city 

— 354* Sozomcn, 1. ix. c. 6, -OlympiodoniSy ap. f*hot. p. xSo. 
PhifeftoigiiiBi 1. am. c. > ftnd Gockfroyy JdilTenat. p. 467 — 475. 

4 gradually 
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gradually experienced the diftrefi of fbarcity^and chap. 
at length tlie horrid calamities of fiunine. The ^xxa^ 
idaily allowance of three pounds x>f bread waB 
jreduced to jone^hsdf, to oae-third, tQ nothing; 
and the price of corn ilill continued to riie in a 
rapid and extravagant prop>ortion. The poorer 
citizens, who were unable to purchafe the necef^ 
iaries of lifie, iblicited the precarious charity of 
the rich ; and for a while the public mifery was 
alleviated by the huxnaiiity of Laeta, the widow 
i)f the Eo^perar Gratian, who had fixed her refl-^ 
dence at Rome, and confe^rated to the ufe of 
the indigent, the princely revenue, which (he 
annually received from the grateful fuccefibrs o£ 
her huiband ^^ But thefe private and temporary 
4onativ^es were infufficient to appea& the hunget 
@f a numerous pec^e; and (he progrels of limine 
invaded the marble palaces of tlie ienators them* 
•j(elv.eip. The penfons of both fexes, who had been 
ctducated in the enjoyment of eaie and luxury, 
;dircovere4 how Uttle is requlfite to iupply the 
demands of nature ; and laviOied their unavailing 
treafures of gold and filver, to obtain the coarfe 
and icanly fuileDance which they would for<^ 
meiiy have reje6led with difdain. The food 
the moll repugnant to fenfe or imagination, the 
^linients the moil unwholefome and pernicious 
to the .conftitution, were eagerly devoured^ and 
fiercejy difputed^ty the rage of hunger. A dark 
Cufpicieo was euiteitained, that ibyvie deipfirati^ 

"^ The mother of Lxta was named PiiTviQisiia. Iiier£^ii6r>lkmygrj 
»id country^ are unknown. Ducange^ Fam. Byxantin. p. 59. 

¥ 2 wretches 
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CHAP, wretches fed on the bodies of their fellow-crea- 
^jOlM. tures, whom they had fecretly murdered ; and 
even mothers (fuch was the horrid copfliffc of the 
two mod powerful inftindls implanted by nature 
in the human bread), even mothers are faid to 
have tafted the flefh of their flaughtered infants ^M 
Many thoufands of the inhabitants of Rome ex- 
pired in. their houfes, or in the ftreets, for want 
of fuftenahce ; and as the public fepulchres with- 
out the walls were in the power of the enemy, 
the ftench, which arofe from fo many putrid and 
unburied carcafles, infe6led the air ; and the 
Plague, miferies of famine were fucceeded and aggravated 
by the contagion of a peitilential difeafe. The 
affurances of fpeedy and effe6lual relief, which 
were repeatedly tranfmitted from the court of 
Ravenna, fupported, for fome time, the fainting 
refolution of the Romans, till at length the deipair 
of any human aid tempted them to accept the 
Superfti- ofFers of a praeternatural deliverance. Pompei- 
^^' anus, praefedl of the city, had been perfuaded^ 
by the art or fanaticifin of fome Tufcan diviners, 
that, by the myfterious force of fpells and facri- 
fices, they could extract the lightening from the 
clouds, and point thofe celeflial fires againft the 



7' Ad nefandos cibos erupit efurientium rabies, et fua inTicem 
membra laniaruht, dum mater non parcit ladtenti iofantic ; et redpit 
uteroy quern pauUo ante efiuderat. Jerom ad Principiamr torn. I. p. !%!• 
The fame horrid circumilance is likewife told of the (leges of Jerufalem 
and Pans. For the latter^ compare the tenth book of the Henriadet 
and the Journal de Henri IV. torn. i. p. 47 — 83. ; and obferve Uut a 
plain narrative of fa<5i8 is much more pathetic> than the moft laboured 
defcriptions of epic poetry. r 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 293 

camp of tRe Barbarians ^^ The important fecret chap. 
was communicated to Innocent^ the Bifliop of .J^^*^ . 
Rome J and the fucceflbr of St. Peter is accufed, 
perhaps without foundation, of preferring the 
fafety of the republic to the rigid leverity of the 
Chriftian worlhip. Bui; when the queftion was 
agitated in the fenate ; when it was propofed, as 
an efTetitial condition, that thofe (acrifices fhould 
be performed in the Capitol, by the authority, 
and in the prefence of the magiftrates ; the ma- 
jority of that refpedlable affembly, apprehenfive 
either of the Divine, or of the Imperial, difplea* 
fure, refufed to join in an a6t, which appeared 
almofl equivalent to the public reftoration of 
Paganifm ". 

The laft refource of the Romans was in the Aiarfc «• 
clemency, or at leaft in the moderation, of the f^**^^ 

nifes the 

'• Zofimus (l.v. p. 3SS9 356.) fpcaks of- thefe ceremotiies, like a T^ 
Greek unacquainted with the national fuperftition of Rome iind Tuf-, * ^* ^^^ 
cany. I fafpe<Sl» that they conGfted of two part8» the fecret> and the 
public ; the former were probably an imitation of the arts and fpellsy 
by which Numa had drawn down Jupiter and his thunder on Moupt 
Aventine* 

— — — Quid agant laqueis^ quae carmina dxcant 
Qu^que trahant fuperis fedibus arte Jovem 
Scire nefas homini. 
The anctUa^ or fhields of Mars, thepignoralmperiif which were carried 
in folemn proceffion on the calends of March, derived their origin from 
this myfterious event (Ovid. Fait iii. 259 — 398.). It was probably 
deiigned to revive this ancient feftival, which had been fupprefled by 
Theodofius, In that cafe, we recover a chronological date (March 
the ift» A; D. 409.) which has not hitherto been obferved. 

'''' Sozomen (1. ix. c. 6.) infinuates, that the experiment was adluallyv 
though unfuccefsfully made ; but he does not mention the name of Inno- 
cent : andTillemont(Mem. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 645 •) is determined not 
to believey that a pope bould be guilty of fuch impious condefcenfion. 

u 3 King 
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CHAP. King of the Goths. The fenate, who in this 
^x^i^^ emergency afiumed the fupreme powers of go* 
vernnrent, appointed two ambalTadors to nego- 
ciate with tlie enemy. This important truft was 
delegated to Bafilius, a fenator, of Spabifli 
extra6tion, and aheadjr confpicuoUs in the admi- 
niilration of provinces ; and toJohn^ the firft 
tribune of the notaries, who was peculiarly qua- 
lified, by his dexterity in bufinefs, as well as by 
his former intimacy with theGothic prince. When 
they were introduced into his prefeiice, they 
declared, perhaps ini a more lofly fiyle than 
became their ^bje6l; condition, that the Romans 
^ere refolved to maintain their dignity, either ift 
peace or war ; and that, if Alaric refufed tliem Sk 
fair and honourable capitulation, hennghtibtind 
his trumpets, and prepare to give battle to aft 
innumerable people, exercifed in arms, and ani- 
mated by defpair. " The thicker the hay, the 
^ feafler it is inbtved," tra:s the coticife tfetrfy of the 
Barbarian ; and tliis ruitic metaphor was accom- 
piaftied by a knid and inrultitig latigh, ^tprefUtt 
of his contempt for the menaces of an unwarlike 
populace, enervated by luxury before thty were 
emaciated by famine. He then :Concleicended to 
fix the ranfom, which he would accept as the 
price of his retreat from the walls of Ronie : dlt 
the gold and filver in the city, whether it were 
the property of the ftate, or of itidividimte ; ali 
the rich and precious moveables; and att the 
^aves who could prove their title to the ifstme of 
barbarians. Tho minlllers of the ftnatd pre- 

Aimecl 
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Atm«d to a(k^ in a mod^ and fuppliamt tonei c H A ?< 
<* If ftrcb, O King ! we your demands, trbat do J'^^"^ 
^Vyou intond to leave us ?" ** Your livus •/* 
replied the haughty conquefoi' : they trembled^ 
unA retired. Yet before they rdttred^ a Ibort fut 
J>eTilion of arms was granted, which aH^ywed fome 
time for a more tempotate negotiation. The 
ftem features of Alaric werie infenfibly relaxed ; 
he abated mnch of the rigour of bi^ terms ^ and 
iH length confented to ra^ the fiege, on the iin« 
mediate payment of fivethcfufand pounds of gold^ 
of thirty tboufand pounds of filver, of four thou* 
fand robes of filk, of three thoufand pieces of 
£ne fcarlet cloth, and of three thoufal>d pounds 
weight of pepper '^ Btt the public treafury waer 
exbaufted } the annual rdnts of the great eftated 
in Italy and the provinces, were intercepted by 
the calamities of war i the gold and gdms had 
been exchanged during the famine^ for the vileft 
fuftenaUce ; the hoai'ds of fecret wealth were ftill 
eoncealed by the obftinacy of avarice ^ and feme 
remains of c^onfecrated fpoils afforded the only 
tefource that could avert the impending ruin of 
the city. As foon as the Romans had iatisfied 
the rapacious d^emands of Alaric^ they were re-* 
ftored^ in £x^e meafure, to the enjoyment of 



^ Teppet -'ins i lafvqiirke ingredrcftt of the moft estpertft ve ftonifah 
cookeryi and the belt fort commonly fold for fifteen denarii^ or ten 
ihillingsy the pound. See Plinyi Hift. Katur. xli. 74. It was brought 
from lAdia ; and the fame country^ the coaft of Malahart fSXL affords 
the greateft plenty : bnt the improvement of trade and navigation ha^ 
ti&ultiplied the quantity, and reduted the price. See Hiftoire FoGtiqut 
it ffdIof6phique» &c* tGnn.i. p. 457* 
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CHAP, peace and plenty. Several of the gates were 
^^Lt cautioufly opened ; the importation of provifions 
from thfe river, and' the adjacent country, was no 
longer obftru6ted by the Goths; the citizens 
reforted in crowds to the free market, which was 
held during three days in the fuburbs; and 
while the merchants who undertook the gainful ^ 
trade, made a confiderable profit, the future fub- 
fiftence of the city was fecured by the ample 
magazines which were depofited in the public and 
private granaries. A more regular difcipline, 
than could have been expe6led, was maintained 
in the camp of Alaric ; and the wife ^Barbarian 
juftified his regard for the faith of treaties, by the 
juft feverity with which he chaftifed a party of 
licentious Goths, who had infulted fome Roman 
citizens on the road to Oftia. His army, en- 
riched by the contributions of the capital, flowly 
advanced into the fair and fruitful province of 
Tufcany, where he propofed to eftablifli his win- 
ter-quarters ; and the Gothic ftandard became 
the refuge of forty thoufand Barbarian flaves, 
who had broke their chains, and afpired, under 
the command of their great deliverer, to revenge 
the injuries, and the dilgrace, of their cruel fer- 
vitude. About the fame time, he received a 
more honourable reinforcement of Goths and 
Huns, whom Adolphus", the brother of his wife, 

" This Gothic chieftain is called, by Jornandes and Ifidore, AtbauU 
pbiu ; by Zofiraus and Oroiius» Ataulphus ; and by Olympiodorus, 
Adaoulphus, I have ufed the celebrated name of Adolphusy which 
feems to be authorifed by the pnwftice of the Swedes, the ibns or 
brothers of the ancient Goths. 

had 
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had conducted, at his preffing invitation, from chap. 
the banks of the Danube to thofe of the Tyber, ^^^^™- 
and who had cut their way, with forae diflSculty 
and lofs, through the fuperior numbers of the 
Imperial troops. A vifilorious leader, who united 
the daring fpirit of a Barbarian with the art and 
difcipline of a Roman general, was at the. head 
of an hundred thoufand fighting men ; and Italy 
pronounced, with terror and refpefit, the formi- 
dable name of Alaric ®°. 

At the diftance of fourteen centuries, we may Fruitieft 
be fatisfied with relating the military exploits of l^c^^*- 
the conquerors of Rome, without prefuming to pe^ce, 
invelligate the motives of their politioil conduct. A. 0.49^ 
In the midft of his apparent profperity, Alaric 
was confcious, perhaps, of fome fecret weakneis, 
fonie internal defe6l ; or perhaps the moderation 
which he difplayed, was intended only to deceive 
and difarm the eafy credulity of the minifters of 
Honorius. The King of the Goths repeatedly 
declared, that it was his defire to be coniidered 
as the friend of peace, and of the Romans. Three 
fenators, at his earned requeft, were fent ambaf- 
fadors to the court of Ravenna, to folicit the 
exchange of hoftages, aind the conclufion of the 
treaty ; and the propofals, which he more clearly 
exprefied during the courfe of the negociations^ 
could only infpire a doubt of his fincerity, as 
they might feem inadequate to the Hate of his 
fortune. The Barbarian ilill afpired to the rank 

^ The treaty between Alaric and the Romans, &p. is taken &oa( 
Zofimusy 1, V. p. 354, 355. 358, 359. 3619 363. The additional cir- ., 
cumftances are too few and triiing to require any other quotation. 

of 
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€ H A P. 0f maftw-geireral of the armies of the Weft ; htf 
^^^^^' ftipiilated aA anltual fnbfidy of corn and money ) 
and he ehofe the provinces of Daltnatia, Nori- 
ciim^ and Venetta^ for the feat of iiis new kin^ 
doin, which would have commanded tlie itnport* 
ant communication between Italy and tbef Da«* 
liube. Tf tbefe modeft terms ihoukl be reje6led| 
Alaric ibewed a difpofition to relinquifh his po^ 
eimiai^y demands^ and even to content himfelf 
with the pofleflion of Noricum ; an exbaufted 
and impoveriihed country, perpetdally expdfed 
to the inroads of the Barbarians of Oerfaaify *^ 
Btit the hopes of peace were di&ppointed by the 
Weak obftinacy, or intefefted yiews, of the mini* 
fter Olympius. Without liftentng tcf tbe falutary 
ireinonftrances of the fenate, he difmiffed their 
ambafladors under the condu6l of a military 
efcorty too msunerous for a retinue ef h6»o(iry and 
too feeble for an army of defence. Six thoti&nd 
Dtalmatians, the iower of the Imperial legions^ 
were ordered to nsatch from Ravenna to Rome^ 
tbroiigh an open coantry, which wa» 0€r€upied 
by fhe formidable myriads? of the Barbarians* 
Thefe brave legionaries, encompafled and be^ 
trdyed, foil a facftlice to minifterial folly $ 
their general, Yalen», with an hundred foldiers^ 
efoiped from tbe field of battle } and one of the 
ambafladors^ Who could no longefr claim th^ pro^ 
tedtion d'the law of nations^ was^ obliged to pur- 
diafe bia freedom witb a ranfoifl of thirty 
thoufand pieces of gold. Yet Alaric, inftead of 
fe<^nting this a£l of impoietit boftlltty^ ittnfe* 

J' ZtiRvttMf h T. pw 367, sf/h S^- 

diately 
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diately renewed bis propofals of |)eace j and the c H A p^ 
fecbnd embaffy of the Roman fenate, which de- \^^lj 
rived weight and dignity from the prefeoce of 
Innocent, Bifhop of the city, was guarded from 
the dangers of the road by a detachment of 
Gothic foldiers*\ 

Olympius** might have continued to inflilt Change 
the juft refentment of sl people^ who loudly a^or'^®^* 
accufed him as the author of the public c^dami* miniften^ 
ties ; but his power was undermined by the fecret 
intrigues of the palace. The favourite eunuchs 
transferred the government of Honorius, and the 
empirey to Jovitis, the Praetorian preened; j an 
unworthy iervant, who did not atone, by the 
merit of petfoinal attachment, for the errors and 
misfortunes of his adminiftration. The exile^ or 
eii^^pe, of the guilty Olympius, referved hitn for 
BHz^re viciflitudes of fortune : he experienced the 
adveiitur^ of an obfcure and wandering life ( 
he agaia rofe to power ; he fell a fecond time 
into di%raee ^ his etirs were cut off; b^ expired 
under the laih ; and his ignominious death 
slfforded a grateful fpedbicle to the friends of 
Stiiiebo. Aftfer the removal of Olympfiusy wbofe 
cfbara£fcer was deeply tainteil with religious fena^ 
titnfm, the Pagans and heretics were delivered 
fi'om thei impolitic profcription, which excluded 
tiiem fi'om the dignities of the ftate. The br£tt« 

^' Zolkniisy L V. p. 3609 36c» z6z* The btiho|v by remauuog j^ 
Bavfeima^ ei(»ped the i«apending caUmititt of the city* Qro&% L -m. 

''^ For the ad?«ntare9 of 01yiapiii8» aad his lucceflbrs in the 
vpaxu&tyt fee Zofkamg 1. y. p«i6^ aA5» i^« *!oi OJijnopkxW. spit 
Phot, p* ?89, 181, 

Gennerid^ 
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CHAP, Gennerid'% a foldier of Barbarian origio, who 
^^^\ ftill adhered to the worfliip of his anceftors, had 
been obliged to lay afide the military belt : and 
though he was repeatedly aflbred by the Emperor 
himfelf, that laws were not made for perfons of 
his rank or merit, he refufed to accept any par- 
tial diipenfation, and perfevered in honourable 
diigrace, till he had extorted a general a£): of 
juftic^ from the diftrefs of the Roman govern- 
ment. The condudl of Gennerid, in the import- 
ant ftation, to which he was promoted or reftored, 
of mafler-general of Dalmatia, Pannonia, Nori- 
cum, and RhsBtia, feemed to revive the difcipline 
and fpirit of the republic. From a life of idlenefs 
and want, his troops were foon habituated to 
fevere exercife, and plentiful fubfiftence ; and his 
private generofity often fupplied the rewards, 
which were denied by the avarice, or poverty, 
of the court of Ravenna. The valour of Gen. 
nerid, formidable to the adjacent Barbarians, was 
the firmeft bulwark of the Illyrian frontier ; and 
his vigilant care affifled the empire with a rein- 
forcement of ten thoufand Huns, who arrived 
on the confines of Italy, attended by iuch a con- 
voy of provifions, and fuch a numerous train of 
flieep and oxen, as might have been fufficient, 
not only for the march of an army, but for the 
Settlement of a colony. . But the court and coun- 

•♦ Zofimus (1. V. p. 364.) relates this clrcumfbuice with vifible com- 
placency» and celebrates the charadler of Gennerid as the laft gloiy of 
expiring paganiim. Very different wen the fentiments of the council 
of Carthage^ who deputed four biihops to the court of Ravenna* to. 
complain of the law» which had been juft enadled» that all converGont 
to Chriftianity fhould be free and voluntary. See Baronios, AnnaL^ 
Ecclef. A. D. 409. N° la. A. D. 410. N° 47, 48. 
^ ■ ' ■■ ^ cils 
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cils of Honorius ftill remained a fcene of weak- chap. 
nefs and diftra6lion, of corruption and anarchy. ^^^^' 
Inftigated by the praefefik Jovius, the guards rofe 
in furious mutiny, and demanded the heads of 
two generals, and of the two principal eunuchs. 
The generals, under a perfidious promife of 
lafety, were fent on fliip-board, and privately exe- 
cuted j while the favour of the eunuchs procured 
them a mild and fecure exile at Milan and Con- 
(tantinople. Eufebius the eunuch, and the Bar- 
barian AUobich, fucceeded to the command of 
the bedchamber and of the guards ; and the mu- 
tual jealoufy of thefe fubordinate minifters was 
the caufe of their mutual deftru6lion. By the 
infolent order of the count of the domeftics, the 
great chamberlain was fliamefully beaten to death 
with fticks, before the eyes of the aftoniflied 
Emperor; and the fubfequent affaflination of 
AUobich, in the midfl of a public proceflion, i^ 
the only circumflance of his life, in which Hono^ 
rius difcovered the fainteft iymptom of courage 
or reientment. Yet before they fell, Eufebius 
and AUobich had contributed their part tothe 
ruin of the empire, by oppofing the conclufion 
of a treaty which Jovius, from a felfilh, and per- 
haps a criminal, motive, had negociated with 
Alaric in a perfonal interview under the walls of 
Rimini. During the abfence of Jovius, the Em- 
peror was .perfuaded to affume a lofty tone of 
inflexible dignity, fuch as neither his lituation, 
Bor his chara6ler, could enable him to fupport : 
and a letter, figned with the name of Honorius, 
Wiis immediately diQ)atched to the Praetoriau 

praefedt. 
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CHAP, prfl^edt, graoting him a free permiifioii to dij& 
^"^^* . pofe of the public money, but fternly refuGng to 
profiitute the military honours of Rome to the 
proud demands of a Barbarian* This letter wu 
imprudently communicated to Alaric himfelf ; 
and the Goth, who in the whobs tjranfadion had 
behaved with temper aitid decency* exprefled, in 
the mo& outrageous language, bis lively f^nfe of 
thf infidt fo wantonly offered to his perfon, and 
tdi his nation^ The conference of Eimioi .waa 
hailily interrupted ; and tlie praefed; Xovius, mi 
his return to fiavenna, was compelled to adopt, 
and even to .encourage, the fafhiooable opinions 
erf the court. By his advice and example, thie 
principal officers of the date and army wer^ 
obliged to fwear^ that, without Uftening, in any 
circumftances, to an^ conditions of pea.ce, the^ 
would &M perievere in perpetual and implacable 
wa^r a^nft the enemy of the rq)ublic. This 
raih engagement oppofed an infuperable bar to 
aU future negociation. The minifters of Hono« 
rius were I;ieard to declare, that, if they had only 
invoked the name of the Deity, they would coa- 
fidt the puUic fafety, and trufl their fouls to the 
mercy o£ Heaven : hut they had fwora, by the 
facred head of the Emperor himfdf ; they had 
touched, in Memn ceremony, that auguft &at of 
. majefty and wiCdoxu ; and the violation of their 
oatiii would expofe them to the temporal penaldes 
pfiiucrilege and rebellion ^^ 

Whiia 

'5 Z9fij[PVt> 1. v» |). 367* 3?8j 369. Thi8,cuftwi qf Jiyn^Aks hx 
die head> or lif^i or ftfetyi or gemu8» of tlie fovemgn^ was oF tne 

higheft 
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While the Emperor and his court enjoyed^ c H A p. 
with fuUen pride, the fecurity of the marihes and ^ ^^ 
fortifications of Ravenna, they abandoned &ome Seco&d 
almoft without defence, to the refentment of ^^f. 
Alaric. Yet fucfa was the moderation which he i^G(^^ 
Ai41 preferved, or affected, that, as he moved A.D.409* 
^ flurith his army along the Flaminian Way, he fuo- 
ceilvely difpatched the biihops of the towns of ^ 
Itdy to reiterate his ofiers of peace, and to oobbl^ 
Jure the EmperxMr, that he would iave the city 
and its inhabitaats from hoftile &!e, and the 
fword of the Barbarians'^. Thdlie impending 
calamities were however averted, aot indeed by 
the wifdom of Honorius, but by the prudence or 
batfiftnity of the Gothic king^ who employed a 
milder, though npt lefe efteftuaj, metliod of cop- 
^eft. Inilead of afiaulting tlie capital, he luc» 
cefBvely directed his efforts againft the Port of 
Oftia, ime i>f the boldeft and moil ftupendoua 
works of Roman magnificence *'. The accidejntr 

faigheft axitaqakyf 4)odi ia £gy^ {Genefia, xUL 15*) and Scjrthiju It 
ms ibcui toaaufeised) l>y flattery, to the .C»(act ; and Totiilian ^dooi- 
phtmiy Aatat wa> ibe cnly oafc^wfaich ti» Ronaam of jhis.tigie ifttod * 
to semnact* See an akgant DK0erUtion of the Abbe Maffuaa «« 
the oaths of the AocieiitBi in tlje Mfin. de I'Acadeak det Inicriptiona* 
4oBi»i. p« aoBy ao9. 

^ ^^ofimiiS) L v. p. $6%y ^. I haat (bftened the ei^reflioiis of 
MasiCf who expatiatetf ki .too florid a mannery on ^le iiiftory of 
Rome. 

^ See Sueton* in Claud, c. «o. Dion CafinS) i. Ix. p. 949. edit. 
Reimar, and the 'lively deicription of JnwnaU -Satir. xii. 759 ice. la 
the 'fijeteeatfa centuryy when 4he romains ^ 4Aik Aagttftan port were 
Ml vifibley the antiquarians flcetched the pkui <fee D' AniMaie» Mem* 
^ f Acaderaie des Infleriptionib torn. kkx. p. I98.)» and decbrad* 
mth ^afthilfiafni) that iaH the ^nonaidiy of £iirepe would "be unable to 
CKecute 'fo sreat a fwoA iBor^kr^ Hift* dee ^randt Ohemins dM 

to 
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c H A P. to which the precarious fubfiflence of the city 
^^^^ was continually expofed in a winter navigation, 
and an open road, had fuggeded to the genius of 
the firft Casfar the ufeful defign, which was exe- 
cuted under the reign of Claudius. The artificial 
moles which formed the narrow entrance, ad- 
vanced far into the fea, and firmly repelled the 
fury of the waves, while the largeft veffels fe- 
curely rode at anchor within three deep and 
capacious bafons, which received the northern 
branch of the Tyber, about two miles from the an- 
cient colony of Oftia ". The Roman Fort infen- 
fiblyfwelled tothe fizeof anepifcopalcity*^, where 

" The OJh Tyberina (fee Cluver, Italia Antiq. I. iii. p. 870 — 879.), 
in the plural number^ the two mouths of the Tyber* were feparated 
by the Holy Iflandy an equilateral triangle, whofe fides were each of 
them computed ar about two miles. The colony of Oftia was founded 
immediately beyond the left» or fouthemi and the Port immediately 
beyond the right, or northern, branch of the river ; and the difiance 
between their renuuhs meafures fomething more than two miles on 
Cingolani's map. In the time of Strabo, the fand and mud depofited 
by the Tyber, had choked the harbour of Oftia ; the progrefs of the 
fame caufe had added much to the fize of the Holy Ifiand, and gra- 
dually left both Oftia and the Port at a confiderable difiance from the 
ihore. The dry channels (fiumi morti)^ and the large eihiariet 
(ftagno di Pbnente, de Levante), mark the changes of the river, and 
the efforts of the fea. Confult, for the prefent ftate of this dreary and 
defolate tra<5l, the excellent map of the ecclefiaftical ftate by the ma- 
thematicians of BenediAXIV.; an aAual furyeyof the Agro Ro' 
manof in fix iheets, by Cingolani, which contains 113,819 rubbia 
(about 570,000 acres); and the laige topographical map of Aroeti» 
in eight iheets. 

^ As early as the third (Lardner's Credibility of the Gofpel, 
part ii. vol. iii. p. 89 — 92.)^ or at leaft the fourth, century (Carol, a 
Sandlo Paulo, Notit. Ecclef. p-47.)» the port of Rome ,was an epif- 
copal ciry* which was demolifhed, as it ihould feem, in the ninth 
century, by Pope Gregory IV. during the incurfions of the Arabs. 
It is now reduced to an inn, a church, and the hdufe, or palace, of the 
biihop ; who ranks as one of fix cardinal biihops of the Roman church* 
See Efchiuardi Defcrizione dl Ronu et dell' Agro Romano^ p. ^aS* 

the 
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the corn of Africa was depofited in fpacious gra- 
naries for the,ufeof the capital. As foon as 
Alaric was in poffeflion of that important place, • 
he fummoned the city to furrender at difcretion j 
and his demands were enforced by the pofitive 
declaration, that a refufal, or even a delay, Ihould 
be inftantly followed by the deftru6lion of the 
magazines, oit which the life of the Roman peo- • 
pie depended. The clamours of that people, and 
the terror of famine, fubdued the pride of the 
fenate : they liftened, without reluctance, to the 
propofal of placing a new Emperor on the throne 
of 'the unworthy Honorius j and the fuffrage of 
the Gothic conqueror bellowed the purple oa 
Attains, praefeft of the city^ The grateful mo- 
narch immediately apknowledged his protestor as 
mafter-general of the armies of the Weft : Adol- 
phus, with the rank of count of the domeftics, 
obtained the ciiftody of the perfon of Attains ; 
arid the.two hoftile nations feemed to be united 
in the clofeft bands of friendftiip and alliance ^°. 

The gates of the city were thrown open, and ^^^^ » 
the new Emperor of the Romans, encompaffed on Emperor 
every fide by the Gothic arms, was conduifted, in ^ ^« 
tumultuous proceffion, to the palace of Auguftus Rgmani. 
and Trajan. After he had diftributed the civil 
and milita;ry dignities among his favourites and 
followers. Attains convened an affembly of the 
fenate; before whom, in a formal and florid 
fpeech, he afferted his refolution of reftoring the 

9** For the deration of Atulus, confult ZoGmus^ 1. vi, p. 37^ — 380. 
Sozomen* l.ix. c. 8, 9. Olympixxior. ap. Pbot. p. x80| J8l* Pbilofiorg«. 
h xii. c. 3* and Godefroy> Diifertat. p. 47». 

voL.v. X majefty 
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CHAP, majefty of the republic, and of uniting to the 
^^^' empire thie provinces of Egypt and the Eaft, 
'which had once acknowledged the fovereignty 
of Rome. Such extravagant promifes infpired 
every reafonable citizen with a juft contempt for 
the chara6ler of an unwarlike ufurper ; whofe 
elevation was the deepeft and moft ignominious 
wound which the republic had yet fuftained from 
the infolence of the Barbarians. But the popu- 
lace, with their ufiial levity, applauded the change 
of mailers. The public difcontent was favour- 
able to the rival of Honorius ; and the fedlaries, 
oppreffed by hisperfecutingedi6ls,expe6led fome 
* degree of countenance, or at leaft of toleration, 
' from a prince, who, in his native country of 
' Ionia, had been educated in the Pagan fuperfti- 
" tion, and who had fince received the facrament 
of baptifm from the hands of an Arian bifliop'*. 
The firft days of the reign of Attains were fair 
and prolperous. An officer of confidence was fent 
with an inconliderable body of troops to fecure 
the obedience of Africa: the greateft part of 
Italy fubmitted to the terrorof the Gothic powers; 
and though the city of Bologna made a vigorous 
arid effeftual refiftance, the people of Milan^ 
diflatisfied perhaps with the abfence of Honorius, 
accepted, with loud acclamations, the choice of 
the Roman fenate. At the head of a formidable 
army, Alaric condu6led his royistl captive almoft 

9' We may admit the evidence of Sozomen for the Arian baptifiiiy 
and that of Philoilor^tis for the Pagan education* of Attains. Tlie 
viiible joy of Zofimus» and the difcontent which he imputes to th^ 
Anician family^ are very unfavourable to the Chriftuuiity of the new 
Emperor. 

to 
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to the gates of Ravenna ; and a folemn embafly -chap. 
of the principal minifters of Jovius, the Prae- ^^xxl^ 
torian- praefe6t, of Valens, mailer of the cavalry, 
and infantry, of the quaeftor Potamus, and of 
Julian, thefirft of the notaries, was introduced, 
with martial pomp, into the Gothic camp. In 
the name of their fovereign, they confented to 
acknowledge the lawful election of his compete 
titor, and to divide the provinces of Italy and 
the Weft bet]i¥een the two Emperors. Their 
propofals were rejefted with difdain j and the 
refuial was aggravated by the infulting clemency 

. of Attalus, who condefcended to promife, that, 
if Honorius would inftantly refign the purple, 

. he ihould be permitted to pafs the remainder 
of his life in the peaceful exile of fome remote 
ifland ^^. So defperate indeed did the iituation 
of the fon of Theodofius appear, to thofe who 
were the beft acquainted with his ftrength and 

. r^fources, that Jovius and Valens, his minifter 
and his. general, betrayed their truft, infamoufly 
deferted the finking caufe of their benefa6tpr, and 
. devoted their treacherous allegiance to the fervice 
of his.moro fortunate rival. Aftonilhed by fuch 
examples of domeftic treafon, Hl^norius trem- 
bled at the approach of every fervant, at the 

. arrival of every meflenger. He dreaded the 
fecret enemies, who might lurk in his capj-^ 



'' He carried his infolence fo far, as to declare that he fhould mutOate 
Honorius before he fent him into exile. But this aflertion of Zolimus, 
is defiroyed by the more impartial teftimony of Olympiodonisy who 
attributes the ungenerous propofal (which was abfolutdy rejetfted by 
Attalus) to the bafeneisy and perhaps the treachery, of Jovius. 

X 2 tal, 
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CHAP, tal, his palace, his bed-chamber; and fome 
\_ -^ ^ fliips lay ready in the harbour of Ravenna, to 
tranfport the abdicated monarch to the domi- 
nions of his infant nephew, the Emperor of the 
Eaft. 
He is de- gut there is a Providence (fuch atleaft was the 
Aiaric, ^ opinion of the hiftorian Procopius^^) that watches 
A.D.4IC* over innocence and folly ; and the pretenfions of 
Honorius to its peculiar care cannot reafonably 
be .difputed. At the moment when his defpair, 
incapable of any wife or manly refolution, medi- 
tated a Ihameful flight, a feafonable reinforcement 
of four thoufand veterans unexpeftedly landed in 
the port of Ravenna. To thefe valiant ftrangers, 
whofe fidelity had not been corrupted by the fac- 
tions of the court, he committed the walls and 
gates of the city ; and the flumbers of the Empe- 
ror were no longer difturbed by the apprehenfion 
of imminent and internal danger. The favour- 
able intelligence which Was received from Africa 
fuddenly changed the opinions of men, and the 
'ftate of public affairs. The troops and officers, 
whom Attalus had fent into that province, were 
defeated and flain ; and the a6live zeal of Hera- 
clian maintlHned his own allegiance; and that of 
his people. The faithful Count of Africa tranf^ 
mitted a large fum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of the Imperial guards; and his vigi- 
lance, in preventing the exportation of corn and 
oil, introduced famine, tumult, and difcontent, 
into the walls of Rome. The failure of the 

^ Procop. de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. a. 

14 AfricaR 
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African expedition, was the fource of mutual CHAP. 
• complaint and recrimation in the party of .^^^*^ 
Attains ; and the mind of his protedtdr was infen- 
iibly alienated from the intereft of a prince, wha 
wanted fpirit to command, or docility to obey.. 
The mod imprudent meafures were adopted, 
without the knowledge, or againfl the advice, of 
Alaric ; and the obftinate refufal of the fenate, to 
allow, in the embarkation, the mixture even 
of five hundred Goths^ betrayed a fufpicious and 
diftruilful temper, which, in their fituation, was 
neither generous nor prudent. The refentment 
of the Gothic king was exafperated by the mali- 
cious arts of Jovius, who had been raifed to the 
rank of patrician, and who afterwards excufed 
his double perfidy, by declaring, without a blufli, 
that he had only Jeemed to abandon the fervice of 
Honorius, more effe6tually to ruin the caufe of 
the ufurper. In a large plain near Rimini, and 
in the prefence of an innumerable multitude of 
Komans and Barbarians, the wretched Attalus 
was publicly defpoiled of the diadem and purple ; 
and thofe enfigns ef royalty were fentby Alaric, 
as the pledge of peace and friendfbip, to the fon 
of Theodofius^^ The oflBcers who returned to 
their duty, were reinftated in their employments, 
an^ even the merit of a tardy repentance was 
gracioufly allowed j but the jdegraded Emperor of 

•♦ See the caufe aiid cirtumftances of the foU of Attahia in Zofimus, " 
1. vi. p. 380 — 383, Sozomen, l.ix. c. 8. Philoftorg. 1. xii. c. 5. The 
two ails of indemnity in the Theodofiah Code, Lix. tit.xxxviii. leg. 
zi. 2a. which were publifhed the r2th of February, and the 8th ^ 
Auguft> A. D.4io> evidently relate to this nftirper. 

X 3 the 
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CHAP, the Romans, defirous of life, and infenfible of 

y^^^'^ diigrace, implored the permiffibn of following the 

Gothic camp, in the train of a haughty and ca« 

pricious Barbarian ^^ 

Third The degradation of Attains removed the only 

^ ^ real obilacle to the conclufion of the peace ; and 

Rome by Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, 

Ae Goths, iQ pj.gfs the irrefolution of the Imperial minifters, 

Ayg. 24* whofe infolence foon returned with the return of 

fortune. His indignation was kindled by the 

report, that a rival chieftain, that Sarus, theper- 

fonal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary foe 

of the hoiife of Balti, had been received into the 

palace. At the head of three hundred followers, 

that fearlefs Barbarian immediately fallied from 

the gates of Ravenna; furprifed, and cutin pieces, 

a confiderable body of Goths ; re-entered the 

city in triumph ; and was permitted to infult his 

adverfary^ by the voice of a herald, who publicly 

declared that the guilt of Alaric had for ever 

bxcladed him from the friendihip and alliance of 

the Emperor «•. The crime and folly of the court 

of Ravenna was expiated, a third time, by the 

calamities of Rome. The King of the Goths, 

who no longer diflembled his appetite for plun- 



^ In hoc, AUricus, imperatore, fa<5lo, infedlo, refe^Oy ac defe^o. 
• . . MimmQ riSty et ludum fpec5Uvit imperu. Oix}fiiis» L viL 
€•42* p«582. 

^ Zofimu«i» I.t!. p.3S4, So2omen» Lix. c.9. Philoftoi^uatLzii. 
c. 5. )n this place the text of Zofimus is mutilatedy and we have loft 
the remainder of his fixtl^ and laft booky which ended \vith the fack of 
Rome. Credulous and partial as he u> we muft take our leave of that 
hiilorian with fome regret. 

der 
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der and revenge, appeared in arms under the c h a p. 
walls of the capital j and the trembling fenate, ^ ^xxi. 
without any hopes of relief, prepared, by a de£ 
perate refiftance, to delay the ruin of their coun- 
try. But they were unable to guard -againft the 
fecret confpiracy of their flaves and domeftics ^ 
who, either from birth or intereft, were attached 
to the caufe of the enemy. At the hour of mid- 
night, the Salarian gate was filently opened, and 
the inhabitants were awakened by the tremendous 
found of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred 
and fixty-three years after the foundation of 
Rome, the Imperial city, which had fubdued and 
civilifed fo confiderable a part of mankind, was 
delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes, of 
Germany and Scythla'^ 

Theproclamation of Alaric, when he forced his Refpea of 
entrance into avanquifhedcity, difcovered, how- ^^^ 
ever, fome regard for the laws of humanity and chriftian 
religion. He encouraged his troops boldly to "^s*^ 
feize the rewards of valour, and to enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of a wealthy and effeminate 
people : but he exhorted them, at the lame time, 
to fpare the lives of the unreliftin^ citizens, and 



^ Adeft Alaricu8» trepidam Romam' ob(idet» turbat, inumpit. 
Orofius, 1. vii. c. 39. p* 573* He difpatches this great event m feven 
words ; but he employs whole pages in cdbbrating the devotion of the 
Goths. I have extraiStedt from an improbable ftory of Phxropius, the 
circumftances which had an air of probability. Procop. de Bell. 
VandaL L i. c. %• He fuppofesy that the city was furprifed while the 
fenators flept in the afternoon; but Jerom, with more authority and 
more reafon> affirms^ that it was in the night» nodie Moab capta eft; 
node ceddit n^uriu cjuS) torn. i. p. x^x* ad ^incipiam. 

X 4 to 
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CH A P. to relpe6l the churches of the apoftles St. Peter 
^ and St. Paul, as holy and inviolable fandtuaries* 
Amidft the horrors of a no6lurnal tumult, feveral 
of the Chriftian Goths difplayed the fervour of a 
reqent coriverfion; and fome inftances of their 
uncommon piety and moderation are related, and 
perhaps adorned, by the zeal of eccleliaftical 
writers ^®. While the Barbarians roamed through 
the city in queft of prey, the humble dwelling 
of an aged virgin, who had devoted her life to 
the fervice of the altar, was forced open by one 
-of the powerful Goths. He immediately de- 
manded, though in civil language, all the gold and 
filver in her poffeffion ; and was aftoniihed at the 
readinefs with which flie conduced him to a 
fplendid hoard of mafly plate, of the richeft ma- 
terials, and the mod curious workmanlhip. The 
Barbarian viewed with wonder and delight this 
valuable acquifition, till he was interrupted by 
a ferious admonition, addrefled to him in the 
following words : " Thefe,** faid flie, " are the 
*' confecrated veffels belonging to St. Peter : if 
** you prefume to touch them, the facrilegious 
** deed will remain on your confcience. For 
" ipy part, I dare not keep what I am unable to 

^^ Orofius(l.yu. c. 39. p. 5 73 — 576.) applauds the pi^ of the 
.Chriftian Goths, without feeming to perceive that the greateftpart of 
them, were Arian heretics. Joraandes (c. 30. p. 653.) and Ifidore of 
. Seville, (Chron. p. 714. edit. Grot.), who were both attached to the 
Gothic caufe, have repeated and embellifhed thefe edifying tales. 
According to Ifidore, Alaric himfelf was heard to fay, that he waged 
war with the Romans, and not with the apoftles. Such was the ftyle 
of the feventh' century ; two hundred years before the fame and merit 
liad been afcribed, not to the apoftles^ but to Chrift. 

« defend." 
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*• defend." The Gothic captain, ftruck with ghap. 
reverential awe, difpatched a meffenger to inform '^^^™ |'' 
the King of the treafure which he had difcover^d ; 
and received a peremptory order from Alaric, 
that all the confecrated plate and omanients 
Ihould be tranfported, without damage or delay, 
to the church of the apoftle. From the extre- 
mity, perhaps, of the Quirinal hill, to the diftant 
quarter of the Vatican, a numerous detachment 
of Goths, marching in order of battle through 
the principal ftreets, prote6ted, with glittering 
arms, the long train of their devout compa- 
nions, who bore aloft, on their heads, the facr^ . 
veffels of gold and filver ; and the martial Ihouts 
of the Barbarians were .mingled with the found 
of religious pfalmody. From all the adjacent 
houfes, a crowd of Chriftians haftened to join this 
edifying proceffion ; and a multitude of fugitives, 
without diftin6lion of age, or rank, or eveil of 
fe£):, had the good fortune to efcape to the 
fecure and holpitable fan6tuary of the Vatican, 
The learned work, concerning the City ofGod^ 
was profeffedly compofed by St. Auguftin, to 
juliify the ways of Providence in the deftru6lion 
of the Roman greatnefs. He celebrates, with 
peculiar fatisfa£lion, this memorable triumph of 
Chrift J and infult^ his adverfaries, by challenging 
them to produce fome fimilar example, of a 
town taken by ftorm, in which the fabulous gods 
of antiquity had been able to protect either them- 
felves or their deluded votaries ^. 

^ See AugufHn» de Civitat Deiy I. i. c. i — 6. He particularly 
appeab to the e^mples of Troy^ Syracufei and Tarentuxo* 

In 
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CHAP. In the fack of Rome, fome rare and extrapr- 
.^^^^ dinary examples of Barbarian virtue had been 
Pillage and defervedly applauded. But the holy precin£ts of 
^ ^^ the Vatican, and the apoftolic churches, could 
receive a very fmall proportion of the Roman 
people : many thoufand warriors, more efpecially 
of the Huns, who lerved under the ftandard of 
Alaric, were ilrangers to the name, or at leaft 
to the faith, of Chrift; and we mayfufpeffc, 
without any breach of charity or candour, that, 
in the hour of favage licence, when every paffion 
was inflamed, and every reftraint was removed, 
the precepts of the gofpel feldom influenced 
the behaviour of the Gothic Chriftians. The 
writers, the befl; difpofed to exaggerate their cle^ 
mency, had freely confefled, that a cruel flaughter 
was made of the Romans '"^ ; and that the ftreet^ 
of the city were filled with dead bodies, which 
remained without burial during the general con- 
fternation. The deQ)air of the citizens was 
ibmetimes converted into fury ; and whenever 
the Barbarians were provoked by oppofitioo, 
they extended the promifcuous mailacre t6 the 
feeble, the innocent, and the helplefi. The 
private revenge of forty thoufand flaves was 

*^ Jerom (tom.L p.Z2Z. ad Prindpiam) has applied to tBe iack 
of Rome all the ftrong expreffions of Virgil ; 

QiuB dadem illius nodtisy quia fnnera fand(S 
Explicet) &c. 
Procopius (1. L c 2.) pofitively zBrms that great [numbers were flain 
by the Goths. Augufttn (de Civ. Deiy 1. L c.^i9» 13.) offisrs Chrii^ 
dan comfort for the death of thofe, wbpCe bodies (multa corporajhad 
remained Cin tanta Jirage) imburied. Baromu8» from the diSerent 
writings of the Fathers^ has thrown fome light on the fack of Rome. 
AmiaL Ecdcf. A. D* 4x0* N^ r6«i-44. 

exercifed 
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exercifed without pity or remorfe; and the igno- chap. 
minious laflies, which they had formerly received, ^^^^^^^ 
were wafhed away in the blood of the guilty, or 
obnoxious, families. The matrons and virgins 
pf Rome were expofed to injuries more dreadful 
in the apprehenfion of chaftity, than death itfelf ; 
and the ecclefiaftical hiftorian has felefted an 
example of female virtue, for the admiration of 
future ages '°*. A Roman lady of Angular beauty 
and orthodox faith, had excited the impatient 
defires of a young Goth, who, according to the 
fagacious remark of Sozomen, was attached to 
the Arian herefy. Exafperated by her obftinate 
refiflance, he drew his fword, and, with the anger 
of a lover, flightly wounded her neck. The 
bleeding heroine ftill continued to brave his re- 
fentment, and to repel his love, till the raviihec 
defifled from his unavailing efforts, refpe6i:fully 
condu6ted her to the fan£luary of the Vatican, 
and gave fix pieces of gold to the guards of the 
church, on condition that they fhould reilore her 
inviolate to the arms of her huiband. Such 
inflances of courage and generofity were not es« 
tremely common. The brutal foldiers £itisfied 



'°' Sozomeny Lix. c. lo. Augufiin (de Civitat. Deiy 1. 1. c. 17.) 
intimate«i tkat fome virgins or xtetrons adhially kilted themiehres to 
efeape violation ; and though he admires their fpirit» he^ is obliged^ hf 
his theologjr, to condemn their rafli prefumption. Pei^aps the good 
Biihop of Hippo was too eafy in the beli^f^ as well as too rigid in tbt 
cenfure, of this aA of female heFoi£aci. The twenty maidens (if 
they ever exifted)^ who threw themfelves into the Elbe^ when Mag^ 
debuigh was taken by fiorm» bkre been multiplied to the number 
of tift'elvehoBdcedk SeeHarte'sHilbryef Gnfiavuf Ade^syV^i* 
p. 308^ 

their 
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CHAP, their fenfual appetites, witlrout confulting either 
^^^' . the inclination, or the duties, of their female 
captives j and a nice qucftion of cafuiftry was 
ferioufly agitated. Whether thofe tender vi6limSy 
who had inflexibly refufed their confent to the 
violation which they fuftaioed, had loft, by their 
misfortune, the glorious crown of virginity ^°\ 
There were other lofles indeed of a more fub- 
ftantial kind, and more general concern. It can- 
not be prefumed, that all the Barbarians were at 
all times capable of perpetrating fuch amorous 
outrages ; and the want of youth, or beauty, or 
^haftity, prote6led the greateft part of the Ro- 
man women from the danger of a rape. But 
avarice is an infatiate and univerfal paffion ; fince 
the enjoyment of almoft every objefil that can 
afford pleafure to the different taftes and tempers 
of mankind may be procured by the poffeflion of 
wealth. - In the pillage of Rome, a juft prefer- 
ence was given to gold and jewels, which con- 
tain the greateft value in the fmalleft compafs and 
weight : but, after thefe portable riches had been 
removed by the more diligent robbers, the palaces 
of Rome were rudely ftripped.of their fplendid 
and coftly furniture. The fide-boards of mafly 

""' See Augufiin» de Civitat. Dei, 1. i. c. i6. x8. He treats the 
fubjedl with remaricable accuracy ; and after admitting that there can- 
not be any crimey where there is no confent, he adds, Sed quia non 
fdum quod ad dol^rem, verum etiam quod ad libidinemy pertinet, in 
corpore alieno perpetrari poteft ; quicquid tale fa^m fuerit> etii re- 
tentam conitentiilimo animo pudicitiam non exoutit, pud<xunr tamen 
incutity ne credatur fadhim cum mentis etiam yoluhtate, quod fieri 
fortafle fine camis afiquA voluptate non potott. In c. iS. he makes 
fome curious diftindUons between moral and phyficalyirginity. 

plate> 
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plate, and the variegated wardrobes of filk and chap, 
purple, were irregularly piled in the waggons, '^^^^* 
that always followed the march of a Gothic army. 
The moft exquifite works of art were roughly 
handled, or wantonly deftroyed : many a flatue 
was melted for the fake of the precious materials^ 
and many a vafe, in the divifion of the fpoil, was 
ftiivered into fragments by the ftroke of a battle- 
axe* The acquifition of riches ferved only to 
ftimulate the avarice of the rapacious Barbarians, 
who proceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tor- 
tures; to force from their prifoners the confeffion 
of hidden treafure'®^ Vifible fplendour and 
expence were alleged as the proof of a plentiful 
fortune : the appearance of poverty was imputed 
to a parfimonious difpofition ; and the obilinagy 
of fome mifers, who endured the moft cruel tor- 
ments before they would difcover the fecret 
obje6l of their affedlion, wias fatal to many 
unhappy wretches, who expired under the lafli, 
for refufing to reveal their imaginary trea- 
fures. The edifices of Rome, though the da- 
mage has been much exaggerated, received fome 
injury from -the violence of the Goths. At their 
entrance through the Salarian gate, they fired 
the adjacent houfes to guide their march, and to 
diftrafl; the attention of the citizens : the flames 



'*^ Marcellay a Roman lady, equally refpedlable for her rank) her 
-age* and her piety» was thrown on the ground^ and cruelly beaten and 
-whipped) caefam fuftibus flagellirquey &c. Jerom.tom. i. p. lax. ad 
Prbcipiam. See Auguftin^ de Civb Dei, 1. i. c. lo. The modem 
Sacco -di Roma» p. 208. givei 9n idea of the various methods of tor- 
turing prifoners for gold. 



which 
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CHAP, which encountered no obftsicle in the diforder of 
^^^^ * the night, confumed many private and public 
buildings ; and the ruins of the palace of Sal- 
luft'"'^ remained, in the age of Juftinian, ailately 
monument of the Gothic conflagration *^^ Yet 
a contemporary hiftorian has obferved, that fire 
could fcarce]y confume the enormous beams of 
folid brafs, and that the ftrength of man was in- 
fufficient to fubvert the foundations of ancient 
ilrudtures. Some truth may poffibly be con- 
cealed in his devout affertion, that the wrath of 
Heavenfuppliedthe imperfedlions of hofl^ilerage; 
and that the proud Forum of Rome,, decorated 
with the ftatues of fo many gods and heroes, was 
levelled in the duft by the ftroke of lightning ''^. 

'°+ The hiftorian Salluft» who ufefiilly pradlifed the vices which he 
has fo eloquently cenfuredy employed the plunder of Numidia to adorn 
his palace and gardens on the Qiiirinal hiU. The i^ot where the hottfe 
ftood is now marked by the church of St.Sufanna^ feparated onFy by 
a ftreet from the baths of Diocletian^ and not far diftant from the Sa- 
larian gate. See Nardini^ Roma Antica, p. 1921 193. and the great 
Flan of Moderfi Rome, by Nolli. 

**^ The expreffions of Frocopius are difiindl and moderate (de Bell. 
VandaL 1. i. c* %•). The Chronicle of Marcellinus fpeaks too ftrongly^ 
partem urbis Romse crenuvit ; and the words of Philoftorgius (u 
tfuvunq ^s TV); TToXw^ xE(/AEy)i;» 1. xli. c. 3*) convey a falfe and exagge- 
rated idea. Bargaeus has compofed a particular diflcttatran (feetom.iv. 
Antiquit. Rom. Graev.) to prove that the edifices of Rome were not 
fubverted by the Goths and Vandals. 

>°^ Orefiusy 1. ii. c. 19. p. 143. He fpeaks as if he difapproved ^/ 
ftatues ; vel Deum vel hominem mentiuntur. They confifted of the 
kings of Alba and Rome from ^nea8» the Romans, illuftrious either 
in arms or arts, and the deified Csefars. The exprefiion which he 
ufes of Forum is fomewhat ambiguous, ^nce there ejfi&edjlve prin- 
cipal Fora ; but as they were all contiguous and adjacent, in the plain 
-which is furrounded by the Capitoline, the Quirinal, the Efquiline, 
and the Palatine hills, they might fairly be confidered 2fl one. See the 
. Jloma Antiqua of Donatus, p.. 162-^201. and the; Roma Antica of 
Nardini, p. 212 — 273. The former is more ufeful for the ancient 
defcriptions, the latter for the a^ual topography, 

10 Whatever 
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Whatever might be the numbers, of equeftrian, chap. 
or plebeian rank, who perilhed in the maflacre of xx^. 
Rome, it is confidently affirmed, that only one captives 
fenator loft his life by the fword of the enemy '•''. «»d ^g»- 
But it was not eafy to compute the multitudes, **^* 
who, from ah honourable ftation, and a profper- 
ous fortune, were fuddenly reduced to the mifer- 
able condition of captives and exiles. As the 
Barbarians had more occaiion for money than for 
Haves, they fixed, at a moderate price, the re- 
demption of their indigent prifoners ; and the 
ranfom was often paid by the benevolence of 
their friends, or the charity of ftrangers '^. The 
captives, who were regularly fold, either in open 
market, or by private contra6t, would have le- 
gally regained their native freedom, which it was 
impolfible for a citizen to lofe, or to alienate ''^. 
But as it was foon difcovered, that the vindication^ 
of their liberty would endanger their lives ; and 
that the Goths, unlefs they were tempted to fell, 
might be provoked to murder, their ufelefs pri- 
foners ; the civil jurifprudence had been already 
qualified by a wife regulation, that they ihould be 



'<^ Orofius (\.Um C.I9. p. Z4».) compares the cruelty of the Gauls 
and the clemency of the Groths. Ibi vix quemquam inventum fenato- 
rem> qui vel abfens evaierit ; hie vix quemquam requiriy qui forte ut 
latcns perierit. But there is an air of rhetoricy and perhaps of falfe- 
hoody in this andthefis ; and Socrates (1. vii. c. zo.) afiBrms^ perhaps 
by an oppofite exaggeration! that manjf fenators were put to death 
with various and exquiiite tortures. 

"^ Multi . • • ChriiUani in captivitatem dudti funt. Auguftiuy 
de Civ. Deif L'u c. X4« ; and the Chriftians experienced no peculiar 
hardlhips. 

'^ See Heinecciusy Antiquitat. Juris Roman, torn. i. p« 96. 
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CHAP, obliged to ferve the moderate term of five years, 
^^^ ^' ^ till they had difcharged by their labour the price 
of their redemption "°. The nations who in- 
vaded the Roman empire, had driven .before 
them, into Italy, whole troops of hungry and 
affrighted provincials, lefs apprehenfive of fervi- 
tude than of famine. The calamities of Rome 
and Italy difperfed the inhabitants to the moft 
lonely, the moft fecure, the moft diftant, places 
of refuge. While the Gothic cavalry fpread ter- 
ror and defolation along the fea-coaft of Cam- 
pania and Tufcany, the little iiland IgUiura, 
feparated by a narrow channel from the Argen- 
tarian promontory, repulfed, or eluded, their 
hoftile attempts ; and at fo fmall a diftance from 
Rome, great numbers of citizens were fecurely 
concealed in the thick woods of that fequeftered 
fpot'". The ample patrimonies, which many 

"° Appendix Cod« Theodof. xvi. in Sirinond. Operai torn. i. p«735* 
This edi<5l was publifhed the nth of December, A. D. 4089 and is 
more reafonable than properly belonged to the roiniflers of Honoriiu* 

"' Eminus Igilii fylvofa cacumina nuror ; 

Quern fraudare nefas laudis honore fu« 
Haec proprios nuper tutata eft infiria faltus ; 
Sive loci ingenio, feu Domini genio. 

Gurgite cum modico yidhicibus obftitit armis 
Tanquam longinquo diflbciata man. 

Hsec multos lacera fulcepit ab urbe fugatosy 
Hie feifis pofito certa timore falus. * . 

Plurima terreno popolaverat sequora belIo» 
> Contra naturam clafle timendus eques 
Unum, mira fides> vario difcrimine portom ! 
Tarn prope Romanisy tarn procul efle Getis* 

Rutiliusyin Itinerar. I.L 335. 

The ifland is now called Giglio* See Cluver.Ital. Antiq. l.ii» 
p. 50». 

fenatorian 
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fenatoiiaD families poflefled in Africa, invited chap. 
them, if they had time, and prudence, to efcape ^ xxxi. 
from the ruin of their country ; to embrace the 
flicker of that hofpitable province. The moft 
illuftrious of thefe fugitives was the noble and 
pious Proba "% the widow of the prfiefeft Petro- 
nius. After the death of her huiband, the mod 
powerful fubjefil of Rome,ftie had remained at the 
head of the Anician family, and fucceffively fup- 
plied from her private fortune, the expence of 
the confulfhips of her three fons. When the city 
was befieged and taken by the Goths, Proba fup- 
ported, with Chriftian reiignation, the lofs of 
immenfe riches; embarked in a fmall veflel, from 
whence flie beheld, at fea, the flames of her . 
burning palace, and fled with her daughter Laeta, 
and her grand-daughter, the celebrated virgin, 
Demetrias, to the coaft; of Africa. The benevo- 
lent profufion with which the matron diftributed 
the fruits, or the price, of her eftates, contributed 
to alleviate the misfortunes of exile and captivity. 
But even the family of Proba herfelf was not 
exempt from the rapacious oppreflion of Count 
Heraclian, who bafely fold, in matrimonial pro- 
fl:itution, the nobleft maidens of Rome, to the lufl: 

"' A$ the adventures of Prob4 and her' family are connecSted with 
the life of St. Auguftin, they are diligently illuurated by Tilleraonty 
Memi Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 620^635. Some time after their arrival in 
Africa^ Demetrias took the veil> and made a vow of virginity ; an event 
which was confidered as of the higheft importance to Rome and to the 
world. AU the Saints wrote congratulatory letters to her; that of " 
Jerom is ftill extant (torn. i. p. 6a — -73. ad Demctriad, de fervanda 
Virginitat.), and contains a mixture of abfurd reafoning, fpirited decla- * 
mation, and curious fa(5ls> fome of which relate to the iiege and fack of 
Rome. 

VOL. V. . y or 



J, 2 THE DECLINE ANI> FAU. 

c H A ?• or avatice of the Syrian liPjercbafifcts^ The Italian 
^^^^\ fugitives were difperfed through the provinces, 
along the co^ft of Egypt and Afi?r5 as far as Cob- 
ftantinople and Jerufalem ; and the village of 
Bethlem, the folitary refidence of St. Jerom and 
bis female converts, was crowded with illuftrious 
beggars of either fex, and every age, who excited 
the publiic coippaffion by the remembrance of 
their pad fortune "K This awfiil cataftropbe. of 
Rome filled the afloi\i(hed empire with grief and 
terror. So interefting a contrail of greatnefe 
and ruin, difpofed the fond credulity of the people 
to deplore, and even to exaggerate, the affli^ions 
of the queen of cities. The clergy, who applied 
to recent events the lofty ^letaphors of Oriental 
prophecy, were fometimes tempted to conioand 
the deftru6lion of the capital, and the diffolutionr 
of the globe. 
Sack of There exifts in hunian nature a ftrong propen- 
Rome by fity to depreciate the advantages, and to magnify 
o/charto tjie evils of the prefenttimcjs. Yet, when the firft 
V. emotions had fubi^ded, and ai fair eftimate was 

made of the real damage, the mpre learned and; 
judicious contemporaries were forced to confefs, 
that infant Rome had formerly received more 
eflential injury from the Gauls, than ftie had now 
fuftained from the Goths in her declining age "*. 

The 



"^ Sec the pathetic complaint of Jerom (tom. v. p.400.), In hit 
preface to the fecond book of his Commentaries on the Prophet 
Ezekiel. 

"^ OrofiuS) though with fome theological partiality^ ftatee this com- 
farifbni I. iL c. 19. p.X4a. l<vii. c 39. p.j;^. Buty in the hiftory of the 

taj^ing 
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Theexperfenfce of eleven t^ehturies has enabled chap. 
pofterity to produce a much mo^e fingolar paral- ^^'^^' 
lei; and to affirm with confidence, that theravages 
of the Barbmans, whoitf Alaric had led from 
the bank^ of the Danube, Wer6 left dfeftru6live, 
than the hoftilities exercifed by the troops of 
Charles the Fifth, a Catholic prince, who ffyled 
hirafelf Emperor of the Romans "^ The Goths 
evacuated the city at the end of fix days, but 
Rome remained above nine months in the pof^ 
feffion of the Imperialifts ; and 6very hour was 
ftained by fom€ atrocious a6l of cruelty, liift, 
and rapine. The authority of Alaric preferved 
fotlie order and moderation among the ferocious 
multitude, which acknowledged hirti f6r their 
leader and king : but the conftable of Bourbon 
had glorioufly fallen in the attafek of the walls j 
and the death of the gerteial removed eVery 
reftraidt of difciplin^, from an arniy which con- 
fided of three independent nations, the Italians^ 
tHe Spaniards, and the Germans. In the begin- 

f aking of Rome by the Gauls, every thing is uncertain^ and perhapT 
fabulous. See Beaufort fur Tlncertitude, &e. de rHilloire Romairi«, 
P» 356 ; and Melot^ in the' Mem. de TAcademie deslnfcript. tom. xv. 
pi I — ai. 

"* The reader who wilhes to inform himfelf of the circumftances 
of this famous event, may pertife an admirable narrative in Dr. Ro- 
l)^fQn't Hiftory of Charles V. vol. ii. p. 283. ; or confult the Arinali 
d'itaha of the learned Muratori,.tom.xiv* p. 230 — 244. o<5tavo edition. 
If he is defiroos of examining the originals, he may have recourfe to the 
eighteenth book of the great, but unfinilhed, hiftory of Guicciardini* 
But the account which moll truly defei*ves the name of authentic and 
diginal, is a little book, intitled, // Sacco di Romay compofed, within 
lt£r than a month after the ailaolt of the city, by the brother of th^' 
hiftorian Guicciardiniy who appears to have beeh an able magk^rate^ 
;iil^d a difpaillopate writer. 

j^ 2 ning 
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c H A P. niiig of the fixteenth century, the manners of' 
^^^^^' Italy exhibited a remarkable fcene of the depra-: 
vity of mankind. They united the fanguinary 
crimes that prevail in an unfettled ftate of fociety, 
with the poliftied vices that fpring from the abufe 
of art and luxury j and the Ibofe adventurers, wha. 
iKid violated every prejudice of patriotifm and 
fuperflition to aiTault the palace of the Roman 
pontiff, muft deferve to be confidered as the moil 
profligate of the Italians. At the fame aera, the^ 
Spaniards were the terror both of the Old apd 
New World : but their high-fpirited valour was 
dilgraced by gloomy pride, rapacious avarice,: 
and unrelenting cruelty. Indefatigable in the. 
purfuit of fame and riches, they had improved, 
by repeated pra6lice, the moft exquifite and 
effe6tual methods of torturing their prifoners^; 
many of the Caftillans, who pillaged Rome, were 
familiars of the holy inquifition ; and fome vo- 
lunteers, perhaps, were lately returned from the 
Qonquefl of Mexica. The Germans were le& 
corrupt than the Italians, lefs cruel than the Spa- 
niards ; and the ruftic, or even favage, afpe6i of 
thole Tramontane warriors,? crflen diiguifed a 
fimple and merciful difpofition. But they had- 
fmbibed, in the firfl fervour of the reformation^ 
the Ipirit, as well as th©^ principles, of Luther* 
It was their favourite amufement to infult, or- 
deftroy, the confecratedobjedls^of Catholic fuper- 
ftition ; they indulged, without pity or remorfe,, 
a devout hatred againft tlie clergy of every den<S-» 
mination and degree, who fbrna fo confiderable 
'i r . a part 
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Ja part of the inhabitants of modern Rome; and c.H A P. 
their fanatic zeal might afpire to fubvert the «^^^^^™[v 
throneofAntichrift,topurify, with blood and fire, 
the abominations of the fpiritual Babylon "*. 
- The retreat of the vi6l:orious Goths, Xvhp eva- Aiaric eva- 
cuated Rome on the fixth day "\ might be the Rome, and 
Tefult of prudence; butitwasnotfurelythe.eflre6l ravages 
of fear "'. At the head of an army, encumbered ^J^ ^^^^ 
with rich and weighty fpoiis, their iptrepid leader Aug. 29. 
advanced along the Appian way into the fouthern 
provinces of Italy, deftroying whatever dared to 
oppofe his paffage, and contenting himfelf with 
the plunder of the unrefifting country. The fate 
of Capua, €he proud and luxurious metropolis of 
Campania, atid which was refpedled, even in its 
, decay, as the eighth city of the empire "% is 
buried in oblivion whilft the adjacent town of 
Npla ""* has been illuftr^ted, on this occalion, by 

' "* The furious fpirit of Lutlier, t;lie ejFecSl of temper and enthufiafm, 
haa bJetUd fotcibly attacked (Bofluet> Hift. des Variations des Eglifes 
Pcpteftfiites, liynei. jv. ao— 36-), and £eebly defended (Seckcndorfi 
Cpniment. de Lutlieranifnio, efpecially 1. L N" 78. p. 1*3. and l.iii. 
K°i«a. p. 556.> ' 

'*' Marcellinusy in Chron. Orolius (1. vii. c. 39. p. 575. aflerts, 
that his left Rome on the third day ; but this difference is cafily re- 
conciled by the fucceflive motions of great bodies ^f troops. 
■ '** Socrates (L viir c, fo) pretends, without any colour of truth, 
or reafon, that Aiaric fled on the report, that the armies of the Eaftern 
empire were in full march to attack hin^. 

. "9 Aufonius de Claris Urbibus, p. 2>33. edit, ToU. The luxury of 
€apua had formerly furpaffed that of Sybari* itfelf. See Athenseua 
Deipnofophift. 1. xii. p. 528* edit. Cafaubon. 

'*' Forty-eight years before the foundation of Rome (about &j<? 
before the Chriftian aera), the Tufcans built Capua and Nola, at the 
ijiftance of . twenty-three miles from each other : but the latt^er of th^ 
two cities neyer emerged from a ftate of mediocrity. 

• ^ i tlue 
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CHAP, the fanaity of Paulinus "% who was fucceffively 
^^^ ^ conful, a iponk, and a bifliop. At the age of 
forty, he renounced the enjoyment of wealth ani 
honour, of fociety and literature, to embrace ;t 
life of folitude and penance ; and the loud . ap- 
plaufe of the clergy encouraged hipi to d/sfp^fe the 
reprpsuches of his worldly frien4s, who afcribecl 
this defperate ^fib to fome diforder of the mind q^ 
body "*. An early apd paffiona^^a sJLt^^ment 
determined him to fix his humble dwelling in one 
pf the fuburbs of Nola, near the ipiraiciilous toiq][> 
ofSt. Fslix, which the public devotipn had air 
ready furrounded with five Ifirge and popniops 
churches. The remains of bis fortune, and of hi$ 
underftanding, were dedicated to the feryiee of 
the glorious martyr j whofp praife, op the day of 
his feftival, Paulinus never failed to c^lpbmte by 
a folemn hymn ; and in whofe n^fne he erected ^ 
jBxth church, of fuperior elegance and beauty, 
which was decorated with many curious pi6tures» 
from the Hillory of tlie Old and New Teftament* 
Such afliduous zeal fecured the favour of the 
faint '*% or at lead of the people; and, after 

"' Tillemont (Mem. Ecdef. tom^ xiv. p. 1—146.) has compiledy 
with his lifual dUigence» ail that relates to the life and vnritiogs of 
Paulii)U6| whofe retreat is celel^r^t^d by his Q\^ pen* svnd I^y the praifes 
of St. Ainhri>re> St. J^oYq> St.AujgvAu^y ;Sii4picius Sev^nuy Ice* hift 
Chriitrian friends and contemporaries. 

'" See the affedlioaat? letters of Aufoniua (epift. xix-^x^CY. p. 650 
— 698. edit. Toll.} to his colleague, his friend, and his diiciple, Pan-» 
linus. The religion of Aufonius b ftill a problem (fee Mem. c|e 
I'Actdemie des Infcriptions, tom^ xv. p. 123 — 13 8.). I believe that it 
-was fuch in his own time, and, confequently, that in his heart he wa% 
a Pagan. 

"* The humble Paulinus once prefumcd to lay, that he believed 
St. Fselix Md love him ; at leaft, as a mailer loves his little dog. 

a fifteei^ 
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fifteen yefars retirement, the Rdman conful was chap. 
compelled to accept the biflioprife of Nola, a few J^^^ 
months before the city was in veiled by the Goths. 
During the fiege, forte religious peribnswer^ 
fatisfied that they had feen^ either in dreams or 
vifions, the divine form of their tutelar patron ; 
yet it foon appeared by the event, that Fa?lix 
wanted power, or inclination, to preferve the 
fiock, of which be had formerly been the fhep- 
herd. Nola Was not laved from the general 
devailation "^ ; and the captive bilhop was pro- 
tet^d only by the general opinion of his inno- 
cence and poverty. Above four years elapfed 
frt>m the fiiccefsful invafion of Italy by the arms 
of Alaricj to the voluntary retreat of the Goths 
umler the conduft of his fucceflbr Addlphus; Pofleffion 
and, during the whole time, they reigned with- ^j^/^J^Jlj^ 
out controul over a country, which, in the opinion a. d. * 
of the ancients, had united all the various excel- 408— 4xa- 
lencies of nature and art. The profperity , indeed, 
which Italy had attained in the aufpicious age 
of the Antonines, had gradually declined with 
the decline of the empire. Hie fruits of a long 
peace periflied under the riide grafp of the 
Barbarians ; and they themfelves were incapable 
of tailing the more elegant refinements of luxury, 
which had been prepatred for the ufe of the foft 
and poliflied Italians. Each foldier, however, 
claimed an ample portionof thefubilantial plenty, 

'*♦ See Jomandes, de Reb. G6t. c. 30. p. ^53- ftiiloftorgms. h xii. 
c. 3. Auguftiny de Civ. Dei, 1. i. c. ic. Baronius Ai>na]. Ecclefl 
A*D«4io. N* 45*46. 

y 4 the 
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CHAP, the corn and catUe, oil and wine, that was daily 
J^f^J^^ colledled, and confumed, in the Gothic camp ;. 
and the principal warriors infultedthe villas, and 
gardens, one inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero, 
along the beauteous coafl of Cahipania. Their 
trembling captives, the Ions and daughters of 
Roman fenators, prefented in goblets of gold 
and gems, large draughts of Falernian wine, to 
the haughty vi6lors ; who ftretched their huge 
limbs under the fliade of plane-trees "% artificially 
difpofed to cxclftde the fcorching rays, and to 
admit the genial warmth, of the fun. Thefe 
delights were enhanced by the memory of pad 
hardihips : the comparifon of their native foil, 
the bleak and barren, hills of Scythia, and the 
frozen banks of the Elbe, and Danube, added 
new charms to the felicity of the Italian 
climate"*. 

"^ The platanujf or plane-tree, wm a favourite of the ancieiits» by 
i^hom it was propagated, for the fake of ihade, from the £afi to Gaul. 
Fitiji Hift. Natipr. x4i. 3, 4, 5. He mentions feveral of an enormous 
fi^e ; one in the Imperial villa at Velttrte, which Caligula called his 
neii, a^ the branches were enable of holding a large table, the proper 
attendants, and the Emperor himielf, whom Pliny quaintly ftyles pars 
. wnhra ; an expreffion which might, with equal reafon, be applied to 
Alaric. 

** The proftrate South to the deftroyer yields 

Her boafted titles, and her golden fields : 
With grim delight the brood of winter view 
A brighter day, and ikies of azure hue ; 
Scent the new fragrance of the opening rofe. 
And quaif the pendant vintage as^ it grow& 
See Gray's Poems, publiihed by Mr. Mafon^ p. 197. Inftead of com- 
piling tables of chronology and natural hiftory, why did not Mr. Gray 
apply the powers of his genius to finilh the philofophic poem, of whicli 
he has left f\Jch an exquifite fpecimen ? 

Whether 
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Whether fame, or conqueft, or riches, were C h a P* 
the obje6l of Alaric, he purfued thatobjeft with ^^^'^ 
an indefatigable ardour, which could neither be Death of 
quelled by adverfity, nor fatiated by fuccefs. No ^c» 
fooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy, 
than he was attraaed by the neighbouring pro-' 
fpefl; of a fertile and peaceful ifland. Yet even 
the pofleffion of Sicily he cdnfidered only as an 
intermediate ftj&p to the important expedition, 
which he already meditated againil the continent 
of Afnca. The ftreights of Rhegium and Mef- 
fina "^ are twelve miles in length, and, in the, 
narroweft pafiage, about one mile and a half 
broad; and the fabulous monfters of the. deep, 
the rocks of Scylla, and the whirlpool of Charyb* 
dis could terrify none but the, moil timid and 
unikilful mariners* Yet as foon as the firfl di- 
vifion of the Goths . had embarked, a fudden 
tempefl arofe, which funk, or fcattered, many of 
the tranfports ; their courage was daunted by the 
terrors of a new. element ; and the whde defign 
was defeated by the premature death of Alaric, 
which fixed, after a fliort illnefs, the fatal term 
of his conquefts. The ferocious chara6ler of the 
Barbarians was difplayed, in the funeral of a 
hero, whofe valour, and fortune, they celebrated 
with mournful applaufe. By the labour bf a 
captive multitude, they forcibly diverted the 

''7 For the peifea defcription of the Streights of Mefiiiu^ Scyllai 
Charybdby &c. fee Cluverius (Ital. Antiq. 1. iv. p. 1x93. and Sicilla 
Antiq. 1. i. p. 6o-^y6»)i who had diligently Ihidied the ancients^ and 
furveyed with a curious eye the adual face of the country. 

courfe 
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CHAP, ccurfeof the Bafentinus, a fmall river that w^es 
^J^^^ the walls of Confentia. The royal fepulchre, 
adorned with the fplendid fpoils, and trophies, 
of Rome^ was conftru6bed in the vacant bed ; 
the. waters were then reftored to thieir na- 
tarai channel; and the fecret i^ot where the 
remains of Alarie had been depofited, was for 
ever concealed by the inhuman mafiacre of the 
prifoners, who had been employed to execute 
the work "'. 
Adoiphus The perianal animofittes, and hereditary feuds, 
Kingof the of the Barbarians, were fulpended by the flroog 
concludes a ueceffityof their af&irs; and the brave Adolphus^ 
peace with the brother-in-law of thedeceafed moDareb, was 
and^r^! unanimoufly elefted to fucceed to his throne. 
es into^ The character and political fj'ftem of the new 
^D.4iz. ^^^S ^f *^^ Goths may be beft underfto&d from 
his own converfatioQ with an iUuilriotis citizen of 
Narbonne ; who afterwards, in a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, related it to St. Jerom, in the 
prefence of the hiftorian Orolius. " In the full 
*^ confidence ofvalourandvi3x>ry, I once aljpired 
" (faid Adolphus) to change the face of the uni- 
** verfe; toobliterate the name of Rome; toere6t 
<« on its ruins the dominion of the Goths ; and 
^^ to dcquire, like Auguflus, the immortal fame 
*« of the foutider of a new empire. By repeated 
<• experiments, I was gradually convinced, that 
*« laws are effentially neceflUry to maintain and 
«< regulate a well-eonftitoted ftate; and that 
*< the fierce uatra6lable humour of the Goths 

"^ Joroaades} de Reb^ Get« c* 30.. p. 654. 

^ was 
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" was incapable of foesiriog th^ falutary yoke Jgif cnAB. 
** laws, and civil government. From that mo.- ,J ^^ 
" ment I propofed to nryfelf a d^rent obgeaSfciof 
<« glory and ambitioa ; and it is now my iincere 
"^^ wi(h, thait the gratitude of future ages (houid 
" acknowledge the mierit of a ftranger, who em- 
*' ployed the fword of the Goths, not to folMrert, 
*' but to rellore apd maintaint the pcofperity of 
" the Eoman empire***,*' With thefe pacific 
views, the fucceffor of Alaric fufp^nded the opeu 
rations of war; andferioqfly n^ggciat^d with the 
Iqnperial court a treaty of friendfliip andaliiance, 
Jt was the intereft of the miqifters of ;Honoriu«, 
who were qow releafed frprq the obligation of 
thi&ir extravagant oath, to delive/r Italy from the 
intolerable weight of the Gothic powers; and 
they readily accepted their fervice againft the 
tyrants and barbarians who infefted the proh 
vince3 beyond the Alps '^^- Adplphus, aiTuming 
^he charafter pf a Roman general, dire3;ed his 
march from the extremity pf Campania to the 
fppthern provinces of Gaul. His troops, either 
by force or agreement, immediately occupied the 
citjie? of Narbonn?, Thpulouf^, and Bourdeaux ; 
»nd though they were r^puHed by Count Bom^ 
face froni the wallfii of Marfeille$, they ibon ext 



<« Ofofiiu^ 1. 'vii. c. 43. p. 5849 5ti. He was Ihit hj St. Auguftinj. 
in tke year 415^ from Afrioi to Paleftiney to viflt St. Jerom, and to 
Qcmfult with hup oa the fubjeA of the Pelagian eoiitroveKy. 

'^ Jocnaadss fuppofe> without iiuieh ]^rehabilky» that Adolphus 
Yiiited and plundered Rome a fecond time (more-k)ct»ftamm erafit). 
yet he agrees with Or(^i98 in flipf oing, that a treaty of peace wa« 
conchided between tht Qothic priae« aa^ Uonoriiit. See Ortrfl 1. yii. 
^•4i* p*5S49iSi« JoroandestdeReb, OeticiSf q.^u ^•6s4f^S5* 

iended 
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CHAP, tended their quarters from tbe Mediterranean to 
3ga. tiie Ocqan. The oppreffed provincials might 
exclaim, that the miferable remnant, which the 
enemy had fpared, wais cruelly raviflied by their 
pretended allies ; yet fome fpecious colours were 
not wanting to palliate, orjuftify, the violence 
of the Goths. The cities of Gaul, which they 
iattacked, might perhaps be confidered as in a 
ftate of rebellion againft the government of Ho- 
norius : the articles of the treaty, or the fecret 
inftru6tions of the court, might fometimes be 
alleged in favour of the feeming ufurpations of 
Adolphus ; and the guilt of any irregular, un- 
iuccefsful, a6t of hoftility, might always be im- 
puted, with an appearance of truth, to the 
ungovernable Ipirit of a Barbarian hoft, impa- 
tient of peace or difcipline. The luxury of Italy 
had been lefs effeftual to foften the temper, than 
tp relax the courage, of the Goths ; and they had 
imbibed the vices, without imitating the arts and 
inftitutions, ofcivilifedfociety'^\ 
Hismarri- The profeffious of Adolphus were probably 
HacWia^ fiucere, and his attachment to the caufe of the 
A.D.414. republic was fecured by the afcendant which a 
Roman princeis had acquired over the heart and 
underftanding of the Barbarian king. Placidia''^, 

'^' The retreat <sf the Goths from Italy and their firft traniadtions 
in Gaul, are dark and doubtful. I have derived much affiftance'irom 
Mafcou (Hift. of the ancient Gennans> l.viii. c.39. 359 361 37^ 
vho has illufbratedi and conhededy the broken chroi^es and frag- 
ments of the times. 

'^' See an account of Placidia in Ducange^ Fam. Byzant. p. 71. ; 
and TiUemonty Hift* des £inpereurs» tom.i* p« a6o« 386, &c.t6m.vi. 

p. 440. 

the 
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the daughter of the great Theodofitrs, and of c h a p. 
Galla, his fecond wife» had received a royal edii- ,^^^* 
cation in the palace of Conftantinople ; but the* 
eventful ftory of her life is connefted with the 
revolutions which agitated the Weftern empire 
under the reign of her brother Honorius. When 
Rome was firft invefted by the arms of Alaric, 
, Placidia, who was then about twenty years of age, 
rjefided in the city ; and her ready confent to the 
death of her coufin Serena has a cruel and un- 
grateful appearance, which, according to the cir- 
cumftances of the action, may be aggravated, or 
excufed, by the confideration of her tender age-^\ 
The vi6):orious Barbarians detained, either as a 
hoftage or a q;siptive '^% the fitter of Honorius ; 
but, while flie was expofed to the di%race of fol- 
lowing round Italy the motions of a Gothic 
camp, fhe experienced, however, a decent and 
jefpedlful treatment. The authority of Jornandes, 
whopraifes the beauty of Placidia, may perhaps 
be counterbalanced by the filence,the exprelfive 
filence, of her flatterers : yet the fplendour of her 
birth, the bloom of youth, the elegance of man- 
ners, and the dexterous infinuation which Ihe: 
condefcehded to employ, made a deep impreflion 
on the mind of Adolphus ; and the Gothic king 
afpired to call himfelf the brother of theEmperor* 
The minifters of Honoriusi reje6led with difdain 
the propofal of an alliance, fo injurious to every 

•• '^^ Zofim. 1. V, p. 3 JO. 

'^ Zofim. 1. vl. p. 383. Orofius (Lvu. c.40. p. 576.), and the 
Chronicles of MarcelliHus and Idatius, feem to fuppofey that the . 
Opths did apt caity away Placidia till after the lait fiege of Rome. 

\. / ' ' ' fenti- 
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CHAP. feDtimentofiKoinan pride; smd repeatedly urged 
^^^* the reftitutio«t of Placidia, as an indifpenfable 
condition of the treaty of peace. But the daugh- 
ter of Tbeodofiu^fubmitted, without reluctance, 
to the defires of the conqueror, a young and 
valiant prince, who yielded to^ Alaric in loftinefs 
of ftature^but who excelled inthie more attractive 
qualities of grace and beauty. The marriage of 
Adolphus and Haddia*'^^ was confumnlated be- 
fore tbeGo^bs retired > from Italy ; and the fo- 
lemn^ perhaps the aaiiiverfary, day of their 
nuptials was afterwards celebrated in the houfe 
of IngenuuB, one of the moft illuftrious citizens 
of Narbonne in Gaul. The bride, attired and 
adorned like a Roman empreft, was placed on a 
throne of date } and the King of the Goths, who 
afiumed, on- this occafion, the Roman habit, 
contented himfelf with a left hotioursfcble feat by 
her fide; The nuptial gift^ which, according to 
the cuftom of his nation *3% was offfered to Placi- 
dly, coafifted of the rare and magnificent ipdils 

:- of 

\^ See the pi<5lure8 of Adolphus and Placidui> and the account of 
their marriag^y in Jornandes^ de Reb. Geticis, c.31. p. 6549 6s 5* 
With regard to the place where the nuptiab were fiipulated^ or con- 
fummatedy or celebrated^ the MSS. of Jomandes vary between twa 
neig:hbouriAg cities^ Forli and Iiftola (Forum Livii and Forum Cor- 
neiii> It 18 fafe and eatfy. tc^ recon^ile^ the Gothic hiftorian wkfa* 
Olympiodorut (fee* Mafcon* 1. viii; c. 46.): but Tillemont growi 
peevill., and fwears, that it is not worth while to try to conciliate 
Jomaiides with any g^od authors. 

'3* The Vifigoths (the fubjeAs of Adolphus) reftrained> by fub- 
fcquent laws, the prodigality of conjugal love. It was illegal for a 
hulband to make any gift or fettkment for the' benefit of his wife 
during the firft year of their marriage ; and his liberality could not at 
any time exceed the tenth part of his property. The Lombards were 
'i&mbwhilt more induljgent : they allowed the tnorgihgcap immediately 

after 
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of her coantry. Fifty beautiful youths. In fiiken chap*, 
robes j carried a bafifi' in each hand y and die of >_ _ r, 
thefe bafiiis was filled with pieces of gold^ the 
other with precious ftones of an. ineftimable 
value. Att2dus,.fo long the fport of fortune, and 
of the Goths^ was appointed to lead the chorus 
of the Hymenaeal fong ;. and the degraded £m** 
peror might afpire to the praife of a fkilful mufi* 
cianv The Barbarians enjoyed: the infolence of 
their triumph ; and the provincials rejoiced ill: 
this alliance, which tempered, by the mild in- 
fluence of love and r^fon, the fierce fpijcit of 
their Gothic lord/^^ 

The hundred bafins of gold and gems, pre- The Go- 
fented to Placidia at her nuptial feaft,.formed an J^^^*' 
inconfidemble portion of the Gothic treafure* j 
of whiudi tbrne^ extraondtnaiy ipecimens may be 
feledfced from the hiftory of the fuoceffors of 
Adolphua. Many curious and coftly ornament^' 
of pure gold, enriched with jewels, were found 
itt their palace of Narbonne, when it was pillaged, 
in the fixth. century, by the Pranks: fixty cups^ 
or chalices ; fifteen patens j. or plates, for the ufe 
of the communion f twenty boxes, or cafes, to 
hold the books of the gofpelS : this confecrated 

after the wedding night ; and this famous gift, the revrard of virginity, 
might equal the fourth part of the hulband's fubftance. Some cau- 
tions, maiden«f indeed, were wife enough to ftipulate beforehand a. 
prefent, which they were too fure of not deferving. See Montefquieu,- 
Efprit des Loix. I. xlx. c. 25. Muratori, delle Antichiti Italiane^ 
tonui. Difflbrtazion XX. p» ii43« 

'37 "vVe owe the curious detail of this nuptial feail to the hifioxiaa 
plyropiodorusy ap. Photium, p. i85. 18& 

ivealtb 
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c H A P. wealth '^^ was diftributed by the.fon of Clovb 
xxxi^ among the churches of his dominions, and his 
pious liberality feems, to upbraid fome former 
facrilege of the Goths. They poffeffed j with more 
lecurity of confcience, the famous miffbritm, or 
great difh for the fervice of the table, of mafly 
gold, of the weight of five hundred pounds, and 
of far fuperior value, from the precious ftones^ 
the exquiiite workmanfhip, and the tradition^ 
that it had been prefented by ^Etius the patrician, 
to Torifmond King of the Goths. One of the 
fucceffors of Torifmond purcbafed the aid of the 
French monarch by the promife of this magni^ 
ficent gift. When he was feated on the throne 
of Spain, he delivered it with relu6i;ance to the 
ambafladors of Dagobert ; deipoiled them on the 
road; ilipulated, after a long negociation, the 
inadequate ranfom of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold ; and preferved the miffbrium, as 
the pride of the Gothic treafury '^\ When that 
treafury, . after the conqueft of Spain, was plun- 
der.ed by -the Arabs, they admired, and they 
. . "^ ..." 

^^ See m the great colledion of the hiftoiiatis of France by Donu 
Bouquet) tom.u. Greg. Turonenf. 1. lii. c. i6. p. 191. Gefta Regum 
Francorufh, c. 23, p. 557.* The anonymous writer, with an ig^iiorance ' 
worthy of his times, fuppofes that thefe inftruments of Chriftian wor- 
ihip had belonged to the te^iple of Solomon^ If he has any meaning) 
it muft be, that they were found in the fack of Rome. 

'^^ Confult the following original teftimonies fn the Historians of 
France, tom. ii, Fredegarii ScholailTci Chron. c. 73. p. 441. Fre- 
degar. Fragnjient. iii. p. 463. Gefta Regis Dagobert. c. %g. p. 587. 
The accelllion of Sifenand, to the throne of Spain, happened A. D. 63 r. 
The aoo,ooo pieces of gold were appropriated by Dagobert to the 
foundation of the church of St. Denys, . ... 

13 have 
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have celebrated, another obje£t ftiU more re- c H A P. 
markable ; a table of confiderable fize, of one XXM. 
fingle piece of folid emerald '% encircled with 
three rows of fine pearls, fupported by three 
hundred and fixty-five feet of gems and mafly 
gold, and eftimated at the price of five hun* 
dred thoufand pieces of gold '*'. Some por- 
tion of the Gothic treafures might be the gift 
of friendlhip, or the tribute of obedience : but 
the far greater part had been the fruits of war 
and rapine, the ipoils of the empire, and per^^ 
haps of Rome. 

After the deliverance of Italy from the op- Laws for 
preffion of the Goths, fome fecret couniellor t^ «i*ef 
was permitted, amidft the fadlions of the palace, Ld rLic, 
to heal the wounds of that affli6ted country*'**, ^^» 
By a wife and humane regulation, the eight 
provinces which had been the mod deeply in- 
jured, Campania, Tufcany, Picenum, Samnium, 
Apulia, Calabria, Bruttium, and Lucania, ob- 



'♦° The Prefidcnt Goguet (Origine dcs Loix, &c. torn. ii. p. ^^^,) 
b of opinioiiy that the ftupendous pieces of emeraMy the flatues aii4 
columnsy which antiquity has placed in £gypt> at Gades^ at Conftan- 
tinopley were in reality artificial compofitions of coloured glafs. The 
fiunous emerald diih» which is Aewn at Genoa, is fuppofed to counter 
niBce the fufpicion* 

'«' Ehnacin. HifL Saracenica» Li. p. 85. Roderic* Tolet. Hift. 
Arab. c. 9* Cardonne, Hift.de TAfrique et de TEfpagne fbus les 
Anbes9 torn. L p. 83. It was called the table of Solomon, according 
to the cuftom of the Onentals, who afcribe to that prince every an- 
cient work of knowledge or magnificence, 

'^ His three laws are inferted in rkt Theodofian Code» 1. xi. 
tit.xxviii. leg. 7. L. xiii. tit. xi. leg. j%» L. xv. tit. xiv. leg. 14. Thtf 
cxpreffions of the laft are very remarkable ; fioce they contain not 
•nly a pardon, bat an apology. 
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CHAP, tained an indulgence of five years : the ordt 
^^^^^* nary tribute was reduced to one-fifth, and even 
that fifth was deftined to reftore, and fupport^ 
the ufeful inftitution of the public pods. By 
another law, the lands, which had been left with- 
out inhabitants or cultivation, were granted, 
with fome diminution of taxes, to the neighbours 
who ftiould occupy,, or the ftrangers who fliould 
. folicit them ; and the new poffeffors were fecured 
againft the ftiture claims of the fugitive proprie- 
tors. About the fame time a general amnefty 
was publifhed in the name of Honorius, to abo- 
Irfh the guilt and memory of all the invohmtart/ 
offences, which had been committed by his un- 
happy fubjefils, during the term of the public 
diforder and calamity. A decent and refpe6lful 
attention was paid to the refl:oration of the ca- 
pital 5 the citizens were encouraged to rebuild 
the edifices which had been deftroyed or damaged 
by hoftile fire; and extraordinary fupplies of 
corn were imported from the coaft of Africa. 
The crowds that fo lately fled before the fword 
of the Barbarians^ were foon recalted by the 
hopes of plenty and pleafure; and Albinus, 
pr®fe6l of Rome, informed the court, with fome 
anxiety and furprife, that, in a fingle day, he had 
taken an account of the arrival of fourteen 
thoufand ftrangers '^\ Itt lefs than feven years, 

'^^ Oiympiodorus ap. Phot, p;! 88. Philoftorgius (Lxii. c.5.) 
obfePve8,'that when Honorius made his triumphal entry, he encouraged 
the Romans> with his hand and voice (;ic6*$4 x«* yXwrm) ; to rebuild 
their city ; arid the Chronicle of Profper commends Heraclian> qui in 
RomansB urbis reparationem ftrenuum exhibuerat minifterlum* 

the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE; ^^g 

the veftiges of the Gothic invafion were almoffc eH.A P. 
obliterated; and the city appeared to refumeits x^^- 
. former fplendour and tranquillity.- The veijerable 
matron replaced her crown of laurel, which had 
been ruffled by the ftorms of war r and was dill 
amufed, in the laft moment of her decay, with 
the prophecies of revenge, of victory, and of eter- 
nal dominion '^*. 

This apparent tranquillity was foon difturbed Revolt and 
by the approach of an hoftile armament from the Heracikn, 
country which afforded the daily fubfiftence of Count of 
the Roman people. Heraclian, Count of Africa, ^^*' ^ 
who, under the mod difficult and diftrefsfut cir^ 
cumftances, had fuppbrted, with a6live loyalty, 
the caufe of Honorius, was tempted, in the year 
of his confulfhip, to affume the chara6ter of 
a rebel, and the title of emperor. The ports 
of Africa were immediately filled with the naval 
forces, at the head of which he prepared to 
invade Italy : and his fleet, when it cafl anchor 
at the mouth of the Tyber, indeed furpaffed 
the fleets of Xerxes and Alexander, if all the 
velTels, including the royal galley, and the fmall* 
efl boat, did aftually amount to the incredible 



'+^ The date of the voyage of Claudius Rutilius Nuoiatianus, if 
clogged with fome difficulties ; but Scaliger has deduced from aftro- 
nomical chara(5ler8> that he left Rome the 24th of Septemberf and em« 
barked at Porto the 9th of October, A.D. 416. See TiUemont, 
Hift. des Enipereurs, torn, v, p. Sao. In this poetical Itinerary, 
Kutilius (1.1. 115, &c.) addrefles Rbriie in a high" lh*ain of congra* 
tulation : 

Erige criiiales lauroS) feniuniq^ie facrati 
Verticis in virides Roma recinge coi^asy 3cc* 

z 2 number 
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CHAP, number of three thouland two hundred '*^ Yet 
^^ ^* ^ with fuch an armament, which might have fub- 
verted, or reftored, the greatefl empire of the 
earth, the African ufurper made a very faint 
and feeble impreflion on the provinces of his 
rival. As he marched from the port, along 
the road which leads to the gates of Rome, he 
was encountered, terrified, and routed, by one 
of the Imperial captains ; and the lord of this 
mighty hoft, deferting his fortune and his friends^ 
ignominioufly fled with a fingle fhip '^. Whea 
Heraclian landed in the harbour of Carthage, 
he found that the whole province, difdaining 
fuch an unworthy ruler, had returned to their 
allegiance. The ^ rebel was beheaded in the 
ancient temple of|Memory; his confulfliip was 
abolilhed '^^ ; and the remains of his private 
fortune, not exceeding the moderate fum of 
four thouiand pounds of gold, were granted 
to the brave Conftantius, who had already de- 
fended the throne, which he afterwards fhared 
with his feeble fovereign. Honorius viewed, 
with fupine indifference, the calamities of Kome 

*<' Orofius compofed his hiitory in Africa^ only two years after the 
events ; yet his auUiority feems to be overbalanced by the improbability 
of the fad. The Chronicle of Marcellinus gives Heraclian 700 ihips, 
and 3000 men ; the latter of thefe numbers is ridiculoufly corrupt ; 
but the former would pleafe me very much, 

*^ The Chronicle of Idatius afiKrmsi without the leaft appearance 
of truthy that he advanced as far as Otriculum^ in Umbriay where he 
was overthrown in a great battle^ with the lofs of fifty thouiand men* 

'^f SeeCod.Theod. l.xv. tiUxiv. leg. 13. The legal a^s per- 
formed in his name) even the manumiifion of lUves> were declared 
invalid) till they had been formally repealed* 

and 
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and Italy '*• ; but the rebellious attempts of At- chap. 
talus and Heraclian, againfl his perfonal fafety, , 3CXXL ^ 
awakened, for a moment, the torpid inilin6t of 
his nature. He was probably ignorant of the 
caufes and events which preferved him from thefe 
impending dangers ; and as Italy was no longer 
invaded by any foreign or domeltic enemies, he 
peaceably exifted in the palace of Ravenna, while 
the tyrants beyond the Alps were repeatedly van- 
quifhed in the name,- and by the lieutenants of 
the fon of Theodofius ''*^ In ^the courfe of a 
bufy and interefting narrative, I might poffibly 
forget to mention the death of fuch a prince : 
and I*ihaU therefore take the precaution of ob- 
ferving,^ in this place, that he furvived the lafl 
fiege of Rome about thirteen years. 

The ufurpation of Conilantine, who received Revoiu- 
the purple from the legions of Britain, had been q"".®^ - 
fuccefsful : and feemed to be fecure. His title Spain, 
waa acknowledged, from the wall of Antoninus -^•^* 
to the columns of Hercules j and, in the midft *°^^*'^' 
of the public diforder, he fhared the dominion, 

**"* I have difdained to mention a very foollfh, and probably a falfe, 
report (Procop. de Bell, Vandal. 1. i. c. 2.), that Honorius was alarmed 
by the lo/j of Rome> till he underftood that it was not a favourite 
chicken of that name, but onJy the capital of the world, which had been 
loft. Yet even this ftory is feme evidence of the public opinion. 

'^ The materials for the lives of all thefe tyrants are taken from 
fix cofDtemporary hiitorians» two Latins^ and four Greeks : Orofiut^ 
1. vii. c«42. p* 5 8 19 5829583.; Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus, apud 
Gregor. Turon. 1, ii. c. 9., in the hiftorians of France, torn, ii, p. 165, 
z66. Zofimusy 1. vi. p. 3709 371* Olympiodorus, «^ud Phot. p. 1809 
x8i. 1849 185. Sozomen, 1. is. c. I2, I3> I4» 15*; and Philofbrgiu8> 
l.xi. c.5, 6*1 with Godefroy's Diflertations, p. 447 — ^481.; befides, 
the four Chronicles of Profper Tyro» Pirofper of Aquitain» Idatius 
and MarceUinus. 
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CHAP, and the plunder of Gaul and Spain,' with th« 
tribes of Barbarians, whofe deftru6live progrefi 
was no longer checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees. 
Stained with the blood of the kinfmen of Hono- 
rius, h^ exhorted, from the court of Ratvenna, 
with which he fecretly correfponded, the ratifica- 
tion of his rebellious claims. Conftantine en- 
gaged himfelf, by a folemn proraife, to deliver 
Italy from the Goths ; advanced as far as the 
banks of the Po ; and after alarming, rather than 
afBfting, his pufillanimous ally, haftily returned to 
the palace of Aries, to celebrate, with intem- 
perate luxury, his vain and oftentatious triumph. 
But this tranfient prolperity was foon interrupted 
and deftroyed by the revolt of Count Gerontius, 
the bravell of his generals; who, during l;he ab- 
fence of his fon Conftans, a prince already in- 
veiled with the Imperial purple, had been left to 
command in the provinces of Spain* For fome 
realbn, of which we are ignorant, Gerontius, 
inftead of affuming the diadem, placed it on the 
head of his friend Maximus, who fixed his refi- 
dence at Tarragona, while the a6live count 
preiTed forwards, through the Pyrenees, to fur- 
prifethe two emperors, Conftantine and Conftans, 
before they could prepare for their defence. 
The fon was riiade prifoner at Vienna, and im- 
mediately put to death : and the unfortunate 
youth had fcarcely leifure to deplore the elevation 
of his family ; which had tempted, or compelled 
him, facrilegioufly todefert the peaceful obfcurity 
of the monaftic life. • The father raainfcg.ined a 

13 fiege 
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fiege within the walls of Aries; but.thofe walls e-» A^. 

XXXI 

«iuft have yielded to the aflailants, had not the ^^ JL^^ 
city been uiiexpe6tedly relieved by the approach 
of an Italian army. The name of Honorius, the 
proclamation of a lawful emperor, aftoniflied the 
contending parties of the rebels. Gerontius, 
abandoned by his own troops, eicaped to. the 
confines of Spain ; and refcued his name from 
oblivion, by the Roman courage which appeared 
to animate the laft moments of his life. In the 
middle of the night, a great body of his perfidious 
foldiers furrounded, and attacked his houfe, 
^which he had flrongly barricaded. His wife, a va- 
Kant friend of the nation of the Alani, and fomie 
faithful flaves, were flill attached to his perfbn ; 
and he ufed, with fo much fkill and refolution, a 
large magazine of darts and arrows, that above 
three hundred of the afTailants lofl their lives in 
the attempt. His flaves, when all the miffile 
weapons were fpent, fled at the dawn of day ; ' 
and Oerontius, ifhqhad not been reflrainedby 
conjugal tendernefs, might have imitated their 
example ; till the foHiers, provoked by fuch ob^ 
flinate refiflance, applied fire on all fides to the 
houfe. In this fatal extremity, he complied with 
the requeil of his Barbarian friend, and cut off 
his head. The wife of Gerontiu6,'who conjured 
him not to abandon her to a life of mifer}^ and 
difgrace, eagerly prefented her neck to his fword j 
and the tragic fcene was terminated by the death 
of the count himfelf, who, after three ineffedliial 
^rokes^ drew a fhort dagger, and fheathed it in 

^4 bis 
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CHAP, his heart '^^ The unprotefted Maximus, whom 
,J^^' , he had invefted with the purple^ was indebted 
for his life to the contempt that was entertained 
of his power and abilities. The caprice of the 
Barbarians, who ravaged Spain, once more feated 
this Imperial phantom on the throne : but they 
foon refigned him to the juflice of Honorius y 
and the tyrant Maximus, after he had been fliewa 
to the people of Ravenna and Rome, was publicly 
executed.^ 
Charsufter The general, Conftantius was his name, who 
^8 onAe ^^^^^^ hy his approach the fiege of Aries, and 
General di0ipated the troops of Gerontius, was bom 
Conftan- ^ Roman : and this remarkable diftin6lion is 
flrongly expreffive of the decay of military fpirit 
among the fubje6is of the empire. The (Irength 
and majefty which were confpicuous in the per- 
fon of that general'^', marked him, in the popu- 
lar opinion, as a candidate worthy of the throne, 
which he afterwards afcended. In the familiar 
intercourfe of private life, his manners were 
cheerful and engaging : nor would he fometimes 
difdain, in the licence of convivial mirth, to vie 

^^° The praifea which Sozomen has beftowed on this adl of defpair^ 
appear Ifarange and fcandalous in the mouth of an ecclefiaftical hif* 
toiian* He obferves (p*379-)» ^^^ the wife of Gerontius was a 
CM/iian; and that her death was. worthy of her religion^ and of 
immortal fame. 

'^' £iib^ a^Mf Tt/payyt^o^y is the expreffion of OlymiModonis, which 

he feems to have borrowed from ^olusy a tragedy of Euripides^ of 

which feme fragments only are now extant (£iiripid. Bames> torn. ii« 

p. 443* ver. 38.). This aJlufion may prove^ that the ancient tragic 

oets were iftill familiar to the Greeks of the fifth century. 

with 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 345 

with the pantomimes tbemfelves, in the exercifes c H A P. 
of their ridiculous profeflSon. But when the ^^^^ 
trumpet fummoned him to armsj when he 
mounted his horfe, and, bending down (for fuch 
was his Angular pra£tice) almoil upon the neck, 
fiercely rolled his large animated eyes round the 
field, Conftantius then (truck terror into his foes, 
and infpired his foldiers with the aflurance of 
victory. He had received from the Court of 
Raveqna the important commiffion of extirpating ^ 
rebellion in the provinces of the Weft; and the 
pretended emperor Conftantine, after enjoying a 
ihort and anxious refpite, was again befieged in 
his capital by the arms of a more formidable 
enemy. Yet this interval allowed time for a 
fudcefsful negociation with the Franks and Ale- 
manni ; and his ambaflador, Edobic, foon re- 
turned, at the head of an army, to diflurb the 
operations of the fiege of Aries. The Roman 
general, inftead of exped:ing tbe attack in his 
lines, boldly, and perhaps wifely, refolved to pafs 
the Rhone, and to meet the Barb£^rians« His 
meafures were conducted with fo much ikill and 
fecrecy, that, while they engaged the infantry of 
Conftantius in the front, they were fuddenly at- 
tacked, furrounded, and deftroyed by the cavalry 
of his lieutenant Ulphilas, who had filently 
gained an advantageous poft in their rear. The 
remains of the army of Edobic were preferved by 
flight or fubmiffion, and their leader efcaped from 
the field of battle to the houfe of a faithlefs 
friend j who too clearly underftood, that the head 

of 
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c H A P. of his obnoxious gueft would be an acceptable 
^^^' and lucrative prefent for the Imperial general. 
On this occafion Conftantius behaved with the 
magnanimity of a genuine Roman. Subduing, 
or fuppreffing, every *fentiment of jealoufy, he 
publicly acknowledged the merit and fervices of 
Ulphilas : but he turned with horror from the 
aflaffin of Edobic ; and fternly intimated his com- 
mands, tbat the camp fhould no longer be pol- 
luted by the prefence of an ungrateful wretch, 
who had violated the laws of fr iendftip and 
hofpitality. The ufurper, who beheld, from the 
walls of Aries, the ruin of his laft hopes, was 
tempted to place fome confidence in fo generous 
a conqueror. He required a folemn promife for 
his fecurity j and after receiving, by the impofi- 
tion of hands, the facred chara6ler of a Chriftian 
Prelbyter, he ventured to open the gates of the 
city. But he foon experienced, that the prin- 
ciples of honour and integrity, which might re- 
gulate the ordinary conduct of jGonftantius, were 
fuperfeded by the loofe doftrines of political 
Death of Hiorality. The Roman general, indeed, refufed 
the ufurper to fully his laurcls with the blood of Gonftantirie; 
^^^ ' but the abdicated Emperor, and his fon Julian, 
A.D. 4ii> were fent under a ftrong guard into Italy; and 
^"^^ *^* before they reached the palaee of Ravenna, they 
met the minifters of death. 
PaU of the At a time when it was univerfally confefled, 
j^'^w' ^^^^ almoft every man in the empire was fuperior 
Sebaftian, in perfonal merit to the prince^ whom the acci- 
dent of their birth had feated on the throne, a 
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^apid fucceffion of ufurpers, regardlefe of the fate chap. 
of their predeceffors, ftill continued to arife. xxxi. 
This^mifchief was peculiarly felt in theprovincesf and Atta- 
of Spain and Gaul, where the principles of order ^^ 
and obedience had been extinguiflied by war and j^nl^j^i^ 
rebellion. Before Conftantine refigned the pur- 
ple, and in the fourth month of the fiege of Aries, 
intelligence was received in the Imperial camp, 
that Jovinus had affumed the diadem at Mentz, 
in the Upper Germany, at the inftigation of 
Goar, King of the Alahi, and of Guntiarius, 
Kingof tbeBurgundians; and that the candidate, 
on whom they had beftowed the empire, ad- 
vanced with a formidable hoft of! Barbarians, 
from the banks of the Rhine to thofe of the 
Rhone. Every circumftance is dark and extraor- 
dinary in the fliort hiftoryof the reign of Jovinus. 
It was natural to expect, that a brave and fkilful 
general, at the head of a vifilorious army, would 
have afferted, in a field of battle, the juftice of 
the caufe of Honorius. The hafty retreat of 
Conflantius might be juftified by weighty rea- 
fons ; but he refigned, without a ftrqggle,- the 
poffeflion of Gaul : and Dardanus, the Praetorian 
prasfeft, is recorded as the only magifl^rate who 
refufed to yield obedience to the ufurper'^*. 

. *^' Sidonius Apollixuris (L v. epift. 9. p. 139. and Not. Sirmond., 
p. 58.), after ftigmatifing the inconftancy of Conftantine, the facility of 
Jovinus, ^e perfidy of Gerontius, continues to obferve, that all the 
wes of thefe tyrants were united in the perfon of Dardanus. Yet the 
pr«fedl fupported a refpeAable chara<5ler in the world, and even in the 
church; held a devout correfpondence with St. Auguftin and St.Jerom ; 
and was complimented by the latter (torn. iii. p. 66.) with the epithets^ 
flf Chriftianorum Nobiliifime^ and Nobilium Chriftiaaiflime> 

When 
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CHAP. When the Goths, two years after the flege pf 
J^^J^ Rome, eflablifhed their quarters in Gaul, it was 
natural to fuppofe that their inclination could be 
divided only between the Emperor Honorius, 
with whom they had formed a recent alliance, 
and the degraded Attalus, whom they referved 
in their camp for the occafional purpofe of acting 
the part of a mufician or a monarch. Yet ip a 
moment of diiguft (for which it is not eafy to 
aflign a caufe, or a date), Adolphus conne6ted 
himfelf with the ufurper of Gaul ; and impoied 
on Attalus the ignominious talk of negociating 
the treaty, which ratified his own difgrace. We 
are again furprifed to read, that, inftead of con- 
fidering the Gothic alliance as the firmed fupport 
of his throne, Jovinus upbraided, in dark and 
ambiguous language, the officious importunity 
of Attalus ; that, fcorning the advice of his great 
ally, he invefted with the purple his brother Se- 
baflian ; and that he mod imprudently accepted 
the fervice of Sarus, when 1;hat gallant chief, the 
foldier of Honorius, was provoked to defert the 
court of a prince, who knew not bow to reward, 
or punifli. Adolphus, educated among a race of 
warriors, who efteemed the duty of revenge as 
the moil precious and facred portion of their in- 
heritance, advanced with a body often thoufand 
Goths to encounter the hereditary enemy of the 
houfe of Balti. He attacked Sarus at an un-* 
guarded moment, when he was accompanied 
only by eighteen or twenty of his valiant fol- 
towers. United by friendfliip,animated bydelpair, 
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but at length oppreffed by multitudes, this band chap. 
of heroes deferved the efteem, without exciting ^^^^ 
the compaffion, of their enemies ; and the lion 
was no fooner taken in the toils *^% than he was 
inftantly difpatched. The death of Sarus dif* 
folved the loofe alliance which Adolphus ftill 
maintained with the ufurpers of GauL He 
again liflened to the dictates of love and pru* 
dence ; and foon latisfied the brother of Pla- 
cidia, by the aiTurance that he would imme- 
diately tranfmit, to the palace of Ravenna, the 
heads of the two tyrants, Jovinus and Sebaftian. 
The king of the Goths executed his promife 
without diflSculty or delay : the helplefs brothers, 
unfupported by any perfonal merit, were aban- 
doned by their Barbarian auxiliaries ; and the 
Ihortoppofition of Valehtia was expiated by the 
ruin of one of the nobleft cities of GauL The 
Emperor, chofen by the Roman fenate, who had 
been promoted, degraded, infulted, reflored, 
Stgain degraded, and again infulted, was finally 
abandoned to his fate: but when the Gothic King 
withdrew his protedlion he was reftained, by 
pity or contempt, from offering any violence to 
the perfon of Attains. The unfortunate Attalus, 
who was left without fubje6ts or allies, embarked 
in one of the ports of Spain, in fearch of fome 



, '^' The expreffion may be underftood almoft literally ; Olympiodorus 
ttfSf poX»ff 0-dMxoi; il^vy^etf, ZetKxjoq (or a-awi) may fignify a fack> or 
a looie garment ; and this method of entangling and catching an 
enemy, laciniis contortis, was much pra(5lifed by the Huns (Ammian. 
Kxxi. a.). II fiit pris vif ayec des filets, is the tranflation of Tillemonty 
Hift. des Empereun> torn. v. p. 608. 

fecure 
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CHAP, fecure and folitary retreat : but he was mteri 
, ^^^^ cepted at fea, conduced to the prefence of^ 
Honorius, led in triumph through the ftreets of 
Rome or Ravenna, and publicly expofed to the 
gazing multitude, on the fecond ftep of the throne 
of his invincible conqueror. The fame meafure 
of punilhment, with which, in the days of his 
profperity, he was accufed of menacing his rival, 
was inflidled on Attains himfelf : he, was con- 
demned, after the amputation of two fingers, to 
a perpetual exile in the Ifle of Lipari, where he 
was fupplied with the decent neceflaries of life. 
The remainder of the reign of Honorius was 
undifturbed by rebellion ; and it may be ob- 
ferved, that, in the fpace of five years, feven 
ufurpers had yielded to the fortune of a prince^ 
who was himfelf incapable either of counfel or of 
a6lion. 
fnvafionof The fituation of Spain, feparated on all fides 
^" ^y from the enemies of Rome, by the fea, by the 
Vandals/ mountains, and by intermediate provinces, had 
Aiam, &c. fecured the long tranquillity of that remote and 
Qa. 13. ' fequefl;ered country ; and we may obferve, as a 
fure fymptom of domefl:ic happinefs, that in a 
period of four hundred years, Spain furniflied 
very few materials to the hittory of the Roman 
empire. The footfl:eps of the Barbarians, who, 
in the reign of Gallienus, had penetrated beyond 
the Pyrenees, were foon obliterated by the return 
of peace ; and in the fourth century of the ChriA 
tian aera, the cities of Emerita, or Merida, of 
Corduba, Seville, Bracara, and Tarragona, were 
numbered with the moft illufl;rious of the Roman 

world. 
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World. The various plenty of the aninlal, the chap. 
vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms, was im- ^ xxxi. 
proved and manufaftured by the ikill of an in- 
duftrious people ; and the peculiar advantages of 
naval ftores contributed to fupport an extenfive 
and profitable trade '^'. The arts and fciences 
ilouriihed under the protection of the Emperors ; 
and if the character of the Spaniards was enfee- 
bled by peace ^nd fervitude, the hoftile approach 
of the Germans, who had fpread terror and de- 
iblationfrom the Rhine to the Pyrenees, feemed 
to rekindle fome fparks of military ardpur. As 
long as the defence of the mountains was en- 
trufted to the hardy and faithful militia of the 
country, they fuccefsfuUy repelled the frequent 
attempts of the Barbarians. But no fooner had 
the national troops been compelled to refign their 
poll to the Honorian bands, in the fervice of 
Conftantine, than the gates of Spain were trea- 
cheroufly betrayed to the public enemy, about 
ten months before the fack of Rome by the 
Goths '^^ The confcioufnefs of guilt, and the 
third of rapine, prompted the mercenary guards 

'*^ Without recurring to the more ancient writers, I (hall quote 
three refpedlable teftimonies which belong to the fourth and feventh 
tenturies ; theExpofitio totius Mundi (p. 16., in the third volume of 
Hudfon's Minor Geographers)* Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus» p. 242. 
edit. ToII.)» and Ifidore of Seville (Prsefat. ad Chron. ap. Grotium^ 
Hift; Goth. 707.). Many particulars relative to the fertility and trade 
of Spain> may be found in Nonniusy Hifpania Illuftrata» and in Huety 
HiiL du Commerce des Anciens» c. 40. p. 228—234^ 

■5* The date is accurately fixed in the Faftiy and the Chronicle of 
Idatius. Orofius(l. vii. c. 40. 'P*578.) imputes the lofs of Spain to 
the treachfry of the Honorians; while Sozomea (I ix, c. X2.} accufes 
only their negligence. 

of 
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c H A P. of the Pyrenees to defert their ftation j to invite 
XXXI. the arms of the Suevi, the Vandals, and the 
Alani ; and to fwell the torrent which was poured 
with irrefiftible violence from the frontiers of 
•Gaul to the fee, of Africa. The misfortunes of 
Spain may be defcribed in the language of its 
mod eloquent hiftorian, who has concifely ex- 
prefled the paffionate, and perhaps exaggerated, 
declamations of contemporary writers '^\ ** The 
« irruption of thefe nations was followed by the 
*< moft dreadful csdamities : as the Barbarians 
" exercifed their indifcriminate cruelty on the 
" fortunes of the Romans and the Spaniards ; 
** and ravaged with equal fury the cities and the 
" open country. The progrefs of famine reduced 
<< the miferable inhabitants to feed on the flefh 
«* of their fellow-creatures ; and even the wild 
" beads who multiplied, without controul, in 
" the defert, were exafperated, by the tafte of 
" blood, and the impatience of hunger, boldly 
** to attack and devour their human prey. Pet 
" tilence foon appeared, the infeparable compa- 
" nion of famine ; a large proportion of the peo- 
"pie was fwept away ; and the groans of the 
** dying excited only the envy of their furviving 
** friends. At length the Barbarians, fatiated 
" with carnage and rapine, and afl9i£ted by the 
** contagious evils which they themfelves had 
" introduced, fixed their permanent feats in the 



*^^ Idatiut wi(hei to a^ptythe prophecies of Daniel to thefe national 
calfunities ; and is therefore obliged to accommodate the circumftances 
of the event to the terms of the prediction. 
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" depopulated country. The ancient GalKcia, CHAP. 

"lYhof? limits included the kingdom of Old ^^*^ 

** Caftille, was divided between the Suevi and 

^* the Vandals ;. the Alani were fcattered over 

** the -provinces of Carthagena and Lufitania, 

" from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic Ocean ; 

" and the fruitful territory of Boetica was allotted 

** to the Silingi, another branch of the Vandalic 

" nation. After regulating this partition, the 

** conquerors contracted with their new fubjeCls 

** fome reciprocal engagements of protection and 

*' obedience: the lands were again cultivated; 

** and the towns and villages were again oc- 

" cupied by a captive people. The greateft 

** part of the Spaniards was even diipofed to 

" prefer this new condition of poverty and bar- 

^* barifm, to the fevere oppreffions of the Roman 

** government ; yet there were many who ftill 

*' aflerted their native freedom; andwho refufed, 

*• more efpecially in the mountains of Gallicia, 

** to fubmit to the Barbarian yoke '"." 

The important prefent of the heads of Jovinus AdoipHui, 
and iSebaftian, had approved the friendfliip of ^^^^ 
Adolphus, and reilored Gaul to the obedienc^e of mardies - 
his brother Honorius. Peace was incompatible T*^^'^ 
with the fituat^on and temper of the King of the 
Goths. He readily accepted the propofal of 

'^^ Mariana de Rebus Hlfpanlcisy 1. v. c. i. torn. 1. p. 148^ Hag. 
Comit. 1733. He had read^ in OraBus (L vii. c. 4%, p. 579.)» that the 
Barbarians had turned their fwords into ploughfhares : and that maiiy 
of the Provincials had preferred inter Barbau-os pauperem llbertatem 
quam inter Romanos tributarlaxn folichudinem fuflinere. 

VOL. V. A A turning 
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.CHAP, turning his vi6lorious arms againil the Barbarians 
of Spain: the troopi^ of Conftantius intercepted 
his communication with the fea-ports of Gaul^ 
and gently prefled his march towards the Py- 
renees*^*: he pafled the mountains, and fur- 
prifed, in the name of the Emperor, the city of 
Barcelona* The fondnefs of Adolphus for his 
Roman bride, was not abated by time w pof- 
ftflion ; and the birth of a fon, furnamed, from 
his illuftrious grandfire, Theodofi us, appeared to 
fix him for ever in the intereft of the republic. 

♦ The lofs of that infant, whofe remains were 
depofited in a (ilver coffin in one of the 
churches near Barcelona, affli^ed his parents; 

* but the grief of the Gothic king was fuf- 
•pended by the labours of the field; and the 

courfe of his vi£i:ories was foon interrupted by 
domeftic treafon. He had imprudently received 
. into his fervice one of the followers of Sarus ; 
t a Barbarian of a daring i^irit, but of a diminu- 
tive fl:ature ; whofe fecret defire of revenging the 
death of his beloved patron, was continually 
irritated by the farcafms of his infolent mailer. 
Hi»a«aA, Adolphus was aflaffinated in the palace of 
M^i^^* Barcelona ; the laws of the fucceffion were vio- 
lated by a tumultuous fa£lion '^^ ; and a ftranger 

^ This xmxture of force and perfuafion may be fairly inferred frmn 
comparing Oroiius and Jomandesy the Roman and the Gothic hi£> 
toriaa. 

"9 According to the fyftem of Jornandes (c. 2$. p. 659.)* the true 

hereditary right to the Gothic fceptre was veiled in the AmaR ; but 

' fhofe princes, who we^ the. vaflats of the Huns> commanded the 

tribes of the Ollrogoths in Tome dillant parts of Germany or Scythia. 

to 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^55 

to the royal race, Singeric, the brother of Sarus c H A F. 
Wirifelf, was feated on the Gothic throne. The .3^^^, 
firft a6l of bis reign was the inhumin tnurder of 
the fix children of Adolphus, the iffue of a for- 
mer marriage, whom he tore, without pity, from 
the feeble arms of a venerable biftiop '"^^ Tlie 
unfortunate Placidia, inftead of the refpe6tful . 
compaflion, which flie might have excited in the 
irioft favage breads, was treated with cruel and 
wanton infult. The daughter erf* the Emperor 
Theodofius, confounded among a crowd of vul- 
gar captives, was compelled to march on foot 
above twelve miles, before the horfe of a Bar- 
barian, the aflafiin of an hu(band whom Pla- 
cidia loved and lamented '^\ 

But Placidia foon obtained the pleafiire of re- The Goths 
venge ; and the view of her ignomiiaious fuffer- and^reLre 
ings might roufe an indignant people agaiuftthe Spian, 
tyrant, who was affaflinated on the feventh day of ^^jg 
hh ufurpatiott. After the death of Singeric, the 
free choice of the nation beftowed the Gothic 
fceptre on Wallia : whofe warlike .and ambitious 
temper appeared, in the beginning of his reig©, 
extremely hoftile to the republic* : He marqhed 
in arms, from Barcelona to the fliofes of the At- 
lantic Oefean, which the ancients revered ami 
dreaded as the boundary of the world. But 
w^hen he reached the fouthern promontory of 

'^° Th/e^ m\ir4er is related by Olyiuplojiorus ; but the number of 
the children is tajtea from jin epitaph of fufpe6led authority, 

^^' The deat^i ^ Adoiphus w^s celeWated at Conifauitinople ixath 
. illumH«a|ioQ8 aad Ctrcenikba games. (See Chron. Alexaiidcinf). 
: It ap:^ feeaa d<^btful, whether tl>e/Greeks if ere adluated, on thit 
occaHon, by.^^ir h<itr^ of t^ Bvchau^mh (^(^:^ i^iim* 

Aji 2 Spain, 
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CHAP, Spain *'^*, and, from the rock now covered by the 
fortrefs of Gibraltar, contemplated the neigh- 
bouring and fertile coaft of Africa. Wallia re- 
fumed the defigns of conqueft, which had been 
interrupted by the death of Alaric. The winds 
and waves again difappointedthe enterprife of the 
Goths ; and the minds of a fuperflitious people 
were deeply affefted by the repeated difailers of 
ftorms and Ihipwrecks. In this difpofition, the 
fuccefibr of Adolphus no longer refufed to liften 
to a Roman ambaflador, whofe propolals were 
enforced by the real, or fuppofed, approach of a 
numerous army, under the conduct of the brave 
Conftantius. A folemn treaty was ftipulated and 
obferved: Placidia was honourably reftored to 
her brother ; fix' hundred thoufand meafures of 
wheat were delivered to the hungry Goths '^^ ; 
and Wallia engaged to draw his fword in the 
fervice of the empire. A bloody war was in- 
fiantly excited among the Barbarians of Spain ; 
and the contending princes are faid to have ad- 
drefled their letters, their ambafladors, and their 
hoftages, to the throne of the Weftem Emperor, 
exhorting him to remain a tranquil ipe&ator of 
their conteft ; the events of which muft be favour- 
able to the Romans, by the mutual flaughter of 

»•* Quod TarteJ/iacis avus hujus ValUa terris 
■ Vandalicas tttrroas* et jun^ Martis Alanos 
Stravity et tx:clduam texere cadavera Calpen. 

Sidon. ApolHnar. in l4iii«gyr. Anthem, z^ 
p. 300* edit. Sirmond. 
' ^ This fupply was very acceptable: the Goths were infulted by 
the Vandals ^ Sj>ain with the epithet of Trulh becanfe^ in their ex- 
treme diftrefs, they had ^ven a piece of gold for a trukh or about 
half 2 poHid of ^ur« Olympiod. apud Phot. p. xS9* . 

- !•• i their 
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their rommon enemies '*^ The Spanifli war was chap. 
obftinately fupported, during three campaigns, ^xxa. 
with delperate valour, and variojLis fuccefs ; and 
the martial atchievements of . Wallia difFufed 
through the empirfe the fuperior renown of the 
Gothic hero. He exterminated the Silingi, who 
had irretrievably ruined the elegant plenty of the 
province of Boetica. He flew, in battle, the King 
of the Alani ; and the remains of thofe Scythian 
wanderers, who efcaped from the field, inilead of 
chooiing a new leader, humbly fought a refuge 
under the ftandard of the Vandals, with whom 
they were ever afterwards confounded. The 
Vandals themfelves, and the Suevi, yielded to 
the efforts of the invincible Goths. The pro- 
mifcuous multitude of Barbarians, whofe re« 
treat had been intercepted, were driven into the 
mountains of Gallicia; where they ftill continued, 
in a narrow compafs, and on a barren foil, to ex- 
ercife their domeftic and implacable hoftilities. 
in the. pride of victory, Wallia was faithful to his 
engagements: be reftored his Spanifli conquefl:s 
to the obedience of Honorius ; and the tyranny 
of the Imperial officers foon reduced an oppreflbd 
people to regret the time of their Barbarian fer- 
vitude. While the event of the war was fl;ill 
doubtful, the firft advantages obtained by the 



"*♦ Orofius inferts a copy of thefe pretended letters. Tu cum om- 
jfubus pacem habe^ omniumque obfides accipe ; nos nobis confligknusy 
nobis perimusy tibi vincimus ; immortalis vero quseftus erat Reipub* ' 
licsB tuse* fi utrique pereamus. The idea is juft ; but 1 cannot per- 
fiiade myfelf that it was entertained> or exprefled^ by the Baibarians. 

A A 'I arm«' 
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CHAP, arms of Wallia, had encouraged the court of Ra- 
XXXI. venna to decree the honours of a triumph to their 
feeble fovereign. He entered Rome like the an- 
cient conquerors of nations; and if the monu- 
ments offervile corruption had not long fince 
met with the fate which they deferved, we Ihould 
probably find that a crowd of poets, and orators, 
of magiftrates, and bifliops, applauded the for- 
^ tune, the wifdom, and the invincible courage, of 
the Emperor Honorius '^K 
Their efta- guch a triumph might have been juftly claimed 
in Aqui^^ V ^^^ ^''y of Rome, if Wallia, before he repaffed 
tain* the P3'renees, had extirpated the feeds of the 

A.D.419. Spaniih war. His victorious Goths, forty-three 
years after they had paffed the Danube, were 
eftabliflied, according to the faith of treaties, in 
the poffeffion of the fecond Aquitain ; a mari- 
time province between the Garonne and the 
Loire, under the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdic- 
tion of Bourdeaux. That metropolis, advanta- 
geoufly fituated for the trade of the ocean, was 
built in a regular and elegant form ; and its 
numerous inhabitants were diftinguifhed among 
the Gauls by their wealth, their learning, and 
the politenefs of their manners. The adjacent 
province, which has been fondly compared to 
the garden of Eden, is bleffed with a fruitful foil, 
and a temperate climate ; the face of the country 

'^^ Romam triumplians ingreditury is the formal expfeffion of Prof- 
per's Chrtmicle. Tlie fadls which relate to the death of Adolphuss 
and the exptoits of Wallia, are related from Olympidddnn {$epvtA PKot. 
p. 1 88.), Orofiu8(Lvii, c. 43- P« 5^4—587.), Joraandes (de Rebus 
Geticis^ c. 31, 3z.> and the Chronicles of Xdatius and Ifadore. 

difplayed 
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difplayed the arts and the rewards of ihduftry ; c H A P. 
and the Goths, after their martial toils, luxuri- xxxL 
Gufly exhaufled the rich vineyards of Aquitain*^^ 
The Gothic limits were enlarged by the addi- 
tional gift of forae neighbouring diocefes; and 
the fucceflbrs of Alaric fixed their royal refidence 
at Thouloufe, which included five populous 
quarters, or cities, within the fpacious circuit 
of its walls. About the fame time, in the laft 
years of the reign of Honorius, the Goths, the 
BuRGUNDiANS, and the Franks, obtained a The Bur- 
permanent feat and dominion in the provinces ^"" '^^** 
of Gaul. The liberal grant of the ufurper 
Jovinus to his Burgundian allies, was confirmed 
by the lawful Emperor ; the lands of theFirft, or 
Upper Germany, were ceded to thofe formidable 
Barbarians ; and they gradually occupied, either 
by conqueft or treaty, the two provinces which 
ftill retain, with the titles of Duchy and of 
Covnty^ the national appellation of Burgundy**'* 
The Franks, the valiant and faithful allies of the 
Roman republic, were foon tempted to imitate 
the invaders, whom they had fo bravely refitted. 



^^ Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, p. 25 7 — a6a.) celebrates Bour^ 
deaux with the partial afiediion of a native. See in Salvian (de Gu- 
bem. Dei»p.228. Paris, 1608.) a florid defcription of the provinces 
of Aquitain and Novempopulania. 

»*^ Orofius (1. vii. c. 32. p.55o0 commends the mildnefs and 
modefty of thefe Burgundians, who treated their fubjedls of Gaul at 
their Chriilian brethren. Mafcou has illufirated the origin of their 
kingdom in the four firil annotations at the end of his laborious Hif> 
tor)' of the Ancient Germans, Vol. ii. p. 555 — 57'a. of the £ngliih 
tranflation. 
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CHAP. Treves, the capital of Gaul, was pillaged by tReir 
^^^^ ^ lawlefs bands ; and the humble colony, which 
they fo long maintained in the diftri6l of Tox- 
andria, and Brabant, infenfibly multiplied along 
the banks of the Meufe and Scheld, till their in- 
dependent power filled the whole extent of the. 
Second, or Lower Germany. Thefe fa6ls may: 
be fufficiently juftified by hiftoric evidence ; but 
the foundation of the French monarchy by Pha- 
ramond, the conquefls, the laws, and even the 
exiilence, of that hero, have been juftly arraigned 
by the impartial feverity of modern criticifin '^» 
State of the • The ruin of the opulent provinces of Gaul 
^'gswiT* ^^^y ^® dated from the eftabliihment of thefe Bar- 
A.D.429. barians, whofe alliance was dangerous and op- 
*^ preflive, and who were capricioufly impelled, by 

intereft or paffion, to violate the public peace. 
A heavy and partial ranfom was impofed on the 
furviving provincials, who had efcaped the cala- 
mities of war ; the fairefl and moft fertile lands 
were affigned to the rapacious ftranjgers, for the 
ufe of their families, their flaves, and their cattle j 
and the trembling natives relinquilhedwith a figh 
the inheritance of their fathers. Yet thefe do- 
Doeftip misfortunes, which are feldom the lot of 
a vanquiihed people, had been felt and infliaed 

»* Sec Mifcou, l,viii. c.45» 44> 45 • Except in a fliort and 
lufpicious Kne of the Chronicle of Profper(in tom*i. p. 638.), the 
name of Pharamond is never mentioned before the feventh centiny. 
The author of the Oefta Franconim (in tom. ii. p. 543,) fuggefls, 
probably enough, that the choice of Pharamond, or at leaJl of a king, 
Ivas recommended to 'the Franks by his father Marcomir, who- was 
j^i exile in Tufcany. 
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by the Romans themfelves, not only in the iii- c HA p.' 
folence of foreign conqueft, but in the madnefs , ^^^' 
of civil difcord. The Triumvirs profcribed 
eighteen of the moft flourifliing colonies of Italy ; 
and diftributed their lands and boufes: to the 
veterans who revenged tbe death of Caefar, and 
oppreffed the liberty of their country. Two • 
poets, of unequal fame, have deplored, in iimilar 
circum (lances, the lofs of their patrimony; but 
the legionaries of Auguftus appear to have fur- 
pafled, in violence and injuilice, the Barbarians, 
who invaded Gaul under the reign of llonorius. 
It was not without the utmoft difficulty that 
Virgil efcaped from the fword of the Centurion, 
who had ufurped his farm in the neighbourhood 
of Mantua ^^^ ; but Paulinus of Bourdeaux re- 
ceived a fum of money from his Gbthicpurchafer, 
which he accepted with pleafure and furprife ; 
and, though it was much inferior to the real 
value of his eilate, this a£t of rapine was difguifed 
by Ibme colours of moderation and equity '^^ 
The odious names of conquerors, wac&foftened 
into tbe mild and friendly appellation of the gue/is 

«•? * O Lycida^ vivi pervemmu^ : advcna^nbftri 

(Quod nunquam vend fumus) ut pofleilbr agelli 

Diceret : Haec mea font ; yeteres imgrate cc^onL 

Nunc vidti triftes^ &c. 
gee the vhole of the 9th ecloguey with the ufeful Conunentaiy of 
Servius. Fifteen miles of the Mantaan territority were alfigned to, the 
•veterans^ with a refervationy in favour of the inhabitants^ of three 
miles round the city. Even in this favour they were cheated hy Alfenus 
Varusy. a famous lawyer, and oneof the coimiiiifionersy who meafured 
eight hundred paces of water and morafs. 

'7'' See the remarkable paflage of the Euchnxifticon of PaulinuSf 
J7S* ^P^^ Mafcoui L m. o« 44* 

of 
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c H A P. of the Romans; and the Barbarians of Gaul^ 
^^^^^' more elpecially the Goths, repeatedly declared, 
that they were bound to the people by the ties of 
hofpitality, and to the Emperor by the duty of 
allegiance and military fervice. The title of 
Honorius and his fucceflbrs, their laws, and their 
civil magift rates, were dill refjpe6led in the pro- 
vinces of Gaul, of which they had refigned the 
pofleilion to the Barbarian allies ; and the kings, 
who exercifed a fupreme and independent autho- 
rity over their native fubjefils, ambitioufly foli- 
cited the more honourable rahk of mafter- 
generals of the Imperial armies '^', Such was 
the involuntary reverence which theRoman name 
ftill impreffed on the minds of thofe warriors, 
who had borne away in triumph the ipoils of 
the Capitol. 
Revolt of Whilft Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and 
Britain ^ fucceffion of feeble tyrants oppreffed the pro- 

And ^xmio* 

rica, vinces beyond the Alps, the Britifli ifland fepa- 

A.D.409. rated itfelf from the body of the Roman empire. 
The regular forces, which guarded that remote 
province, had been gradually withdrawn ; and 
Britain was abandoned, without defence, to the 
Saxon pirates, and the favages of Ireland and 
Caledonia. The Britons, reduced to this ex- 
tremity, no longer relied on the tardy and. 
doubtful aid of a declining monarchy. They 
affembled in arms, repelled the invaders, and 

''* This important truth is eftablifh^d by the accuracy of 111- 
lemont (Hift. dies £mp..tom. v. p. 64i*}» and by the iog«iluity of the 
Abbe Dubos (Hift. de I'Etabliilemejit de k Mofiarchie £]:ao9aii^ 
dans les Gaules; torn* i. pt 2^9'^ 

rejoiced 



■V 
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rejoiced in the important difcovery of their own chap. 
ftrength •7^ Afflifted by fimilar calamities, and .^^'^ 
actuated by the fame fpirit, the Armorican 
provinces (a name which comprehended the ma- 
ritime countries of Gaul between the Seine and 
the Loire'") refolved to imitate the example 
of the neighbouring ifland. They expelled the 
Roman magiftrates, who a6led under the au- 
thority of the ufurper Conftantine ; and a free 
government was eftablilhed among a people 
who had fo long been fubjeft to the arbitrary 
will of a matter. The independence of Britain 
and Armorica was foon confirmed by Honorius 
himfelf, the lawful Emperor of the Weft ; arid 
the letters, by which he committed to the new 
ftates the care of their own fafety, might be 
interpjeted as an abfolute and perpetual abdi- 
cation of the exercife and rights of fovereignty. 
This interpretation was, in fome meafure, jufti- 
fied by the event. After the ufurpers of Gaul 
had fucceffively fallen, the maritime provinces 
were r^Rored to the empire. Yet their obe-; 
dience was imperfect a^d precarious : the 
vain, inconftiint, rebellious dilpofition of the 
people, was incompatible either with ireedom 



'^' Zoilmus (1. vi. p. 376. si$.) relates in a few word^ the rerok 
of Britain and Armorica. Our antiquarians* even the great Cambden 
himfelf) have been betrayed into numy grofs errors* by tlieir imperfe^ , 
knowledge of the hiftory of the continent. 

'7^ The limits of Armorica are defined by two national geogi^ ' 
phers* Meflieulrs <fe Vaiois and D'Anvillei in their NotiHas of Aiieiem 
Gaul. The word had been ufed in a more extenfive* and Was alter*^ 
war^s contradled to a much narrower* Ognification* 

or 
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CHAP* or fcrvitude ''^ 5 and Armorica, though it cduld: 

^ XXXI. ^ not long maintain the form of a repul?lic'",.was 

agitated by frequent and deftru6tiye revolts. 

Britain Was irrecoverably loll ''^ But as the 

emperors wifely acquiefced in the independence. 

of a remote province, the feparation was not 

embittered by the reproach of tyranny or rebel-. 

lion i and the claims of allegiance and protection 

were fucceeded by the mutual and voluntary 

offices of national friendfliip '^^ 

Suteof This revolution diflblved the artificial fabric 

^"ajd. ^^ ^^^*^ ^"^ militury government, and the inde- 

409— 449* 

'7^ €rent inter geminos notiflinu ckuditur amnet, 

Annoricaha prius veteri cognomine di^. 
Torvat ferox> ventoiky procax; incauta» rebellb ; 
Inconffauisy difparqtie fibi iMvitatis amore ; 
Prodiga verbonuiiy fed non et prodiga fa^. 
- Erricusy Monach. in Vit. St. Germanly 1. y. apud ValeH Notit. Gal-' 
Uarum. p. 43. Valefius alleges ieveral teftimonies to confirm this cha- ' 
radter ; to which I ihall add the evidence of the prefb]rter Conftantme 
(A. D. 4SS.)» who> in the life of St. Germainy calls the Armorican 
rebels mobilem et indifciplinatum populiun. See the Hiftorians of 
France* torn. i. p« 643* 

'7' I thought it neceilarjr to enter my proteft againft this part of ik$ 
fyftem of the Abbe Dabbs* which ' Montiefqiiieu has fo vigoroofly 
oppofed. : See Eiprit des Lois^ 1. xxx* c 24. ' 

« ''^ ; B^rranM9 fMa tm Ptf/buciot eufoo'itoua^ tacvn txi^f are the words 
of Procopius (de BelL Vandal, l.i. c. a. p* 181. Louvre edition) in a 
* very important paiDige» which has been too much negle^ed. Even . 
Bede (Hift Gent. Anglican, l.i. e. 12* p. 50. edit. Smith) acknow- 
ledges tluut the Romans finally left Britain in the .reign of Honorius. 
Yet our modem hiftorians and antiquaries extend the term of their 
dominioil ; and there are ibme who allow only the interval of a few . 
months b^ween their departure and the arrival of the Saxons. 

177 Qede has not forgot the occafional aid of the legions againft the ^ 
Scots and PiAs ; and more authentic proof will hereafter be produced, 
that the Independent Britons raifed Z2}00b men for the fervice of the 
Emperor AnthemiuS} in Gaul. 

pendfnt 
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pendent country, during a period of forty years; chap. 
till the defcent of tlie Saxons, was ruled by the xxxL 
authority of the clergy^ the nobles, and the mu- 
nicipal towns "^ I. Zofinius, who alone has pre- 
ferved the memory of this Angular tranfa6tion, 
very accurately obferves, that the letters of 
Honorius were addreffed to the cities of Bri- 
tain '^^: Under the protefition of the Romans, 
ninety-two confiderable towns had arifen in the 
feveral parts of that great province ; and, among 
thefe, thirty-three citieswere diftinguiflied above 
the reft by their fiiperior privileges and import- 
jance ''°, Each of thefe cities, as in all the other 
provinces of the empire, formed a legal corpo- 
ratian,for thepurpofe of regulating their domeftic 
poliqy ; and the powers of municipal government 
were diftributed among annual magiftrates, a 
fele6l fenate, and the affembly of the peo- 
ple, according to the original model of the 
Roman conftitution ^^\ The management of a 
common revenue, the exercife of civil and cri- 
minal jurifdi^lion, and the habits of public coun- 
fel and command^ were inherent to thefe petty 



' '^ I owe It to myielfy and to liifloric troths to declare^ tliat ibme aV- 
tumjtances in this paragraph are founded only on conjeAure and 
analogy* The ibibbornneis of our language has fometimes forced me 
to deviate from the eomUtional into the indicati've mood. 
'7' n^T«f Ev 6$ETc»irMo^«aioXEi;« Zofitiius, LvL p*^83« 
ito 'p^^ ^ijg, ^ Britain were mumd^Uh nine eohmes^ ten LmB 
jure donata^ twelwejlipendiaria of eminent note. This detail is taken 
from Richard of Cirencefiery de Sitik ftitanniaey p. 36.; and though 
it may not feem probable* that he wrote finom the MSS. of a Roman 
general* he fliews a genume knowledge of antiquity* very extraordinary 
for a monk of the fourteenth century. 

>•< See Mafiei Verona Sluftm^, parti. 1. r. p. S3— zo6. 



republics ; 
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CHAP, republics ; and when they aiTerted their inde- 
^^\ pendence, the youth of the city, and of the 
adjacent diftri6ls, would naturally r^nge them- 
felves under the flandard of the magiilrate. But 
the defire of obtaining the advantages, and of 
efcaping the burthens, of a political fociety, is a 
perpetual and inexh audible fource of difcord ; 
nor can it reafonably be prefumed, that the re- 
ftoration of Britifli freedom was exempt from 
tumult and fa3:ion. The pre-eminence of birth 
and fortune mull have been frequently violated 
by bold and popular citizens j and the haughty 
nobles, who complained that they were .become 
the fubje^s of their own fervants '^% would'fome- 
times regret the reign of an arbitrary monarch. 
II. The jurifdi6lion of each city over the adjaceot 
country, was fupported by the patrimonial in- 
fluence of the principal fenators j and the fmaller 
towns^ the villages, and the proprietors of land, 
confulted their own fafety by adhering to the 
fhelter of tliefe rifing republics. The fphere of 
their attra6tion waspropprtioned tothe-rei^edlive 
degrees of their wealth and populoufiaef^ ; but the 
hereditary lords of ample pofleffions, who were 
not opprefled by the neighbourhood of any 
powerful city, afpired ta the rank of indepen- 
dent princes, and boldly exerciffefl the riglits 
of peaae and war. The gardens and villas, 
which exhibited fmne fairit imitation of Ita- 
lian dLegauoe, would fgon be coverted ij;^ 

»•* Legea raftituit, tibert^emque reducit, 
Jit fervos famulis nort -iinlt efle fuis. 

Itinerar.lFtulil,! I. ai5. 

2 ftrong 
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ftrong caflles, the refuge, in time of danger, of c H A P. 
the adjacent country '*^ : the produce of the land ^^^^' 
was applied to purchafe arms and horfes; to 
maintain a military force of flaves, of peafants, 
and of licentious foUowei's ; and the chieftain 
might aflume, within his own domain, the powers 
of a civil magiflrate. Several of thefe Britifli 
chiefs might be the genuine pofterity of ancient 
kings ; and many more would be tempted to 
adopt this honourable genealogy, and to vin- 
dicate their hereditary claims^ which had been 
fufpended by the ufurpation of the Caefars ''*. 
^heir fituation, and their hopes would difpofe 
them to affe6t the drefs, the language, and the 
cuftoms of their anceflors. If the princes of 
Britain relapfed into barbarifm, while the cities 
ftudioufly preferved the laws and manners of 
Rome, the whole ifland mud have been gradually 
divided by the diftin£tion of two national parties ; 
again broken into a' thoufand fubdivifions oP 
war and fa6tion, by the various provocations 
of intereft and refentment. The public ftrength, 
inilead of being united againft a foreign enemy, 
was confumed in obfcure and inteftine quarrels ; 



'*3 Ah ialcripdon (apud Skitnondy Not. ad Sidon. Apdliaar.p. 59. 
defcribes A cafiley com inuri» et porttt» tddoni omnnimy eredled hf 
Dardanus on his own efUtey near Sifien^, k the feccmd NuiKmneTet 
And named by him Theopdis* 

■ "* The eftabb'fliment of their power would have been eafjr indeed, 
if we could adopt the impra^licaMe fcheme of a livelf afid learned 
antiqqarian ; who fuppofesy that the Britilh monarcha of die feveral 
tribes cbntinoed to reign, though with fiibordmate jmrifdidli6n» from 
the tiiQ)^ of Oandlnt tb that of Hoooriiia* See WhititkerV Htftory of 
ManchefteTiVoLi. p.»47 — *57«- 

and 
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c H A P."ati^ the perfonal jnerit which had placed a fucv 
cefsful leader, at the, head of his equals, might 
^enable him to fiibdue the freedom of foine neigh* 
bouring cities ; and to claim a rank among the 
tyrants^^^ who infefted Britain after the diflb^ 
Jution of the Roman government. III. The 
Britifli church might be compofed of thirty or 
forty bifliops '% with an adequate proportion oi 
the inferior clergy ; and the want of riches (for 
they feem to have been poor *'') would compel 
them to deferve the public efteem, by. a decent 
and exemplary l)eh:aviour.; The; intelreft, as well 
as the temper,.of the clergy,; was favourable to 
the peace and union of their diftra6led country; 
' thofe falutary leflbn? might be frequently incuU 
cated in their popular difcourfes ; and the epif- 
copal fynods were the only councils that could 
pretend to the weight and authority of a national 
aflembly. In fuch councils, where the princes 
and magiftratesfat protnifquoufly with thebifliop^ 
.the important af&irs of. the; (late, as well as of 
the church, might be freely debated ; difiei:ence3 
reconciled, alliances formed, contributiansin(« 
pofed, wifeirjefolufions: often .concerted, and fqnae* 



. ^^ am' tms wn rv^yvot; W avW i/^m*' Pmcojtoy dci BelL' Vandal, 
hi. ca. p.xSi. Britannia fertiUs provinda tyrannorum^ was the 
.expreflion of Jeroin» in the year 415 (torn. 11. p. %$$' ad Cteiiphont.}. 
By the pilgrims^ who reforted every year to the Holy Landt tl^ 
monk of Bethlem received the earlieft and moft accurate intelligence. 
^^ See Bingham's £ccl^. Antiquitiesy vol.i. l.ix. c. 6. p. 394, * 
'^' It is reported of three Britiih bifhops who affifted at the council 
of Riminit A. D«359. ^^"'^ pauperes fuifle ut nihil iiaberent* Sulpiduft 
Severusy Hift. Sacra> 1. ii. p.* 420* Some of their brethren* howevn^ 
were in bettor- circumitaacef. 

times 



©r THl ROMAN EMPIRE. 3^9 

times egbeeutod : aod there is reafon to believe, (in A Pi 



tbat^ in moments &S extx&xm dartger, a Pew- xxxr. 



dfc^onf^ or DiStetor, \vt3s eledbed bf the geYierfti 
confent &£ the Britoner. Tbefe paftoral^ eares, to 
wortby of the epifcopal charafber, \r«re inteiv 
mpted, however, by aeal ind fuperflition ; and 
tl^ Bkitiiik clergy inceflTa^rtly laboured to eraldi-^ 
cate the Pekgiadi herefy^ which they abhorredy 
as the pecultar difgraee of their native eoan try ^^ . 

It is fomewhat renaarkabte*, op iather it is*. cSh AflemWy 
tremely natural, that the revolt o£ Britain and ''J^Jff^''^" 
AroQorica fliould have introduieed an appearamee ©f Gaul, 
o£ liberty inta the obedient provinces of Gaul, A.D. 418* 
I» a folemn: edi6b '^%' filled with the ftronrgBft 
aflbrancesrof that paternal aftei33ion wfaieh prineei^ 
ib often exprefs, and fo feldom f<fcel,.tbe ficurpBroij 
'Hofiorius pmmulgaited his! iMentioha of convene 
ijag aa anmnd affemfUy of th^ JevM provinces x « 
a name peeuiliarly approprearted to Acfsntaia^ 
ami the anoiemt Narbonneft^ which ha^ long 
jfince exchanged their Celtic radeniefefar the irfe^ 
fiiji and:d«gaiYt acts of Italy '^^ Artes^ the feali 
of government and comm«rce, was appDintedr 
iar tJ^ plaoe of the aflembly ; which regularly 



'"* Confult Uter, dft Antiq. Ecstef. BHtanuicar, cZ^^tt. 

■•* See the corre<ft tixt of Uiis ediA, as publUUed by Sirmond.(Not^ 
ad Sidon. Apollib. p. i47-)« Hincmar> of Rlieims, yv^o afligns a 
ptece to tJi» hi/hopSi had properly fdenr (in the ninth century) a ta&ce^ 
|^e<5l.copy. Dubos, Hiit. Critique de la MOnarchie Fran$oif(»> 
torn. i. p. 241 — v$s, 

*»• It b evideql from* the NdtttiM^ that the fevert provinces wftne-tht? 
VlenneaGcf the maritime A^)s» thefirft an)i/ecpnd Naihonncfit) No' 
vempopulania, and the firft and Ifecoud Aquitain. In the room of the 
f3Ht> Aqiiitain^^ thfe' Abbe Dabos, on the authority of Hincmar, defiiro^ 
tob kltnoduce the £iA LugtiuneBfifl^ on Lyoimcfe. 

VOL. v. B B continued 
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p H A P. continued twenty-cight days, from the fifteenth 
XXXI. ^ Auguft to the thirteenth of September, of 
every year. It confided of the Preetorian praefefit 
of the Gauls j of feven provincial governoM, 
one confular, and fix prefidents ; of the magif- 
trates, and perhaps the bifliops, of about fixty^ 
cities; and of a competent, though indefinite, 
number of the mofl: honourable and opulent ^o/^ 
^^^or^ of land, who might jufl:ly be confidered as 
the reprefentatives of their country. They were 
empowered to interpret and communicate the 
laws of their fovereign ; to expofe the grievances 
and wiflies of their conftituents; to moderate the 
exceflive or unequal weight of taxes; and ta 
deliberate on every fubjefl: of local or national 
importance, that could tend to the reflioration of 
the peace and profperity of the feven provinces. 
» If fuch an infi;itution, which gave the people an 
intereft in their own government, had been uni- 
verfally eflabliflied by Trajaw or the Antonines, 
the feeds of public wifdc^m and virtue might 
have been cheriflied and propagated in the em-* 
pire of Rome. The privileges of the fubje6t 
would have fecured the throne of the monarch y 
the abufes of an arbitrary adminiftration might 
. have been prevented, in forae degree, or cor- 
rected, bythe interpofition of thefe reprefentative 
affemblies; and the country would have been 
defended againft a foreign enemy by the arms of 
natives and freemen. Under the pjild and ge- 
nerous influence of liberty, the Roman empire 
might have remained iiivineible and immortal ; 
or if its excefiive magnitude, aiidthe inftability 
13 of 
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of Imman affairs, had oppofed fuch perpetual chap. 
continuance, its vital and conftituent members , ^^'^^ , 
might have feparately preferved their vigour and 
independence. But in the decline of the empire, 
when every principle of health and life Imd been 
exhaufted, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable of producing any import- 
ant or falutary effe6ls. The Emperor Honwius 
-expreffes his furprife, that he riiuft compel the 
relufilant provinces to accept a privilege which 
they fliould ardently have fojicitedy A fine of 
three, or even five, j>ofinds of gold, was imppfed 
on the abfept reprefentatives j who leem to have 
declined this imaginary gift of a free cpnftitur 
tion, as the laft and moft cruel infult of th^if 
oppreffors. 
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CHAP, had ere6led on the verge of Europe and Afia, 
xx xH. Inacceffible to the menaces of their enemies, and 
perhaps to the coraplai^ts^ of their people, they • 
received, with ea^h wind, the |;rib^tary produc- 
tions of every climate ; ivhile the impregnable 
ftrength of their capital continued for ages te 
defy the hoftile attempts of the Barbarians. 
Their dominions were bounded by the Hadriatie 
and the Tigris ; and the whole interval of twenty- 
^ve days navigation, which feparated the extreme 
cold of Scythia from the torrid zone of jJEthio- 
pia % was comprehended within the limits of the 
empire pf the Eaft. The populous countries of 
that empire were the feat of art and learning, of 
luxury and wealth j and the inhabitants, who 
had aflumed the language and manners of Greeks, 
ftyled themfelves, with fpme appearance of truth, 
the mofl enlightened and civilized portion of the 
human fpecies. The form of government was a 
pure and iimple monarchy ; the name of the 
^OMAN REPUBI4IC, which fo long preferved a 
faint tradition of freedom, was' confined to the 
Latin provinces ; and the princes of Cpnftan- 
•tinople meafured their greatnefs by the fervile 

' pbedience of their people. They were ignorant 

*' According to the loofe reckomngt that a Ihip could (ail, with a. 
fair wind) looo iladia, or 1215 milesy in the revolution of a day and 
pight ; Diodorus Siculus computes ten days from the Palus Moeotis 
to RhodeS) and four days from Rhodes to Alexandria. The navi- 
gation of the Nile, from Alexandria to Syene, under the tropic of 
Cancer, required, as it was againft the fiream, ten days more. Diodor. 
, Sicul. torn. i. 1. iii. p. 200. edit. Wefleling. He might> without much 

impropriety, meafure the extreme heat from the verge of the torrid 
zone ;. but he fpeaks of the Moeotis in the 47th degree of notthem 
jUUtude, as if it lay within the polar circle. 

how 
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bow much this paffive difpofition enervates and chap.. 
degrades every faculty of the mind. The Tub- .^^^^^ 
je6ls, who had refigned their will to the ablblute 
commands of a mailer, were equally incapable of 
guarding their lives and fortunes againil the 
aflaultsof the Barbarians, or of defending their 
reafou from the terrors of fuperilition. 

The firft events of the reign of Arcadiiis and Adminif- 
Honorius are fo intimately conneifted, that the ^^b^^adt*^^ 
rebellion of the Goths, and the fall of Rufinus, of Eutro- 
have already claimed a place in the hiftory of the. p^"^ 
Weft. It has already been obferved, that Eutro- 395^-399. 
pius% one of the principal eunuchs pf the pa- 
lace of Conftantinople, fucceeded the haughty 
minifter whofe ruin he had accompliflxed, and 
whofe vices he foon imitated^^ Every order of the 
jdate bowed to the new favourite ; and their tame 
^nd obfequiou$ fubmiifion epcouraged him to 
infult the laws, and, what is ftill more difficult 
and dangerous, the manners of his country. Un- 
der the weakeft of the predecelTors of Arcadiiis, 
the reign of the eunuchs had been fecret and 
almofl: invifible. They infinuated themfelves 
iqto Uie confidence of the prince ; but their 
oftenfible fun6tions were confined to the menial 
fervice of the wardrobe and Imperial bed-cham- 
ber. They might direS;, in a whifper, the public 



^ Barthiusy who adored his author with the blind fuperftition of a 
<iomiiie&tator» gives the preference to the two books which Claudian 
compofed againft Eutropiusy above all his other prodii<5lions (Baillety 
Jugemens des Savansy torn. iv. p. 927.). They are indeed a very 
elegant anid fpirited fatire ; and would be more valuable in an hiftoricsd 
light, if the invedUve v^eri leis.vague» and more temperate* 
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CHAP. OHXO&ls^&iadhh&^hy their 1^^ 
XKXii. ^|jg fame and fortunes of the laodl illuftrious citi- 
jDdns ; but tbey never prefiimefi to ftand forward 
ki the front of empire *j or to pro&ne the public 
honoisirs of the ilate. Eutropius was the ^lit.of 
bis artificial fex, who dared to otflkme the eka^ 
ra6ler of a Roman magiftra^te and general ^» 
Soaietimes,in the prefence of the blcrftiing &»ate» 
be aiCbended the tribunal, to proQou»oe ju^« 
laent, or to repeat elaborate hai^ngues ; Mid 
femetimes appeared on borfehacky at the head 
ef his troops, in the dreis and armour of a hero. 
The difcegard of* cuftam afid decency always 
betrays a wieak and ill-r^egulated mi^d ; iior does 
Eutropius feem to have compenfated )for the folly 
of the defign, by any fuperior merit or ability in 
the execution. His fornaer habits of life had not 
introduced him to the ftudy c^ the laws, or the 
escei^es of (lie fidid ; his awkward and uhfiio* 

^ After lamentii^ t^e ^rogieis oi t}ke eumichs in tJi/e RonaB ^fr 
Ucei and defining their prpper fundlions, Claudian adds» 

A fronte reccdant 

Impeiii- 

In Eutrop. i. 422. 
1?tt it doe$ not appear that the eunuch had alTumed any of the ef&- 
fl^ ^fipes of tjie empure* and he is ftyled only Prgepofitus facri gup 
biculii in (he odidt of his banilhm^qt. See Cod-Th^pd« Lix« tit-xL 
leg. 17. 

^ Jamque ol^ta fui, nee fobria divitiis mens 

In miferas leges hominumque negotia ludit : 

Judicat eunuchus 

A^psaa i^aam idolore pamrf:, • • • 
ICkvidm (i«a»9*-27o.> with diatsniztwe of iadigpatiaii «mI Ii»> 
jnoWi \^hich always pkales in a fatirie poaty defcribes the inlblMt 
MyDf Omevmdh th? difgrace pf.tHe empiM, a&d tile joy af 4ba 

'TTT 'Gaudety £iim «id«rtt it^Ok, 
Et fentit; jam deeife virqs* 

cefsful 
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cefsful aitempts provoked the fecret contempt of c H a p. 
the fpe^tators; the Groths expf^ed their wi&, ,^^^ 
Autjhck a general might idways comimiid tbe 
armies of Rome 3 and the name of the minifttdr 
wa« branded with ridicule, more pernicious per- 
h^s than hatred, to a public cfaaxa^ker* The 
fuhje&B of ArK»diu3 were exaggerated by the 
reeollei9:i(M&, that this deliirmed and decrepid 
eunu<di% Kvhafb per\'erfeiy mimicked thea^^iojis 
of a inan> was bom in the moA abje6t condit^w 
i^ ferritude; that before he entened the Im* 
perial palace, be had been fucceflively ibid, aod 
purcha&d, by aa hundred maftera, who hmi ex*- 
hauiited hig youthful ilreogtb in every fxteao finid 
ififamous office, and at length difmified lum, ia 
his old age, to freedom and poverty \ WhUe 
thefe disgraceful ftories were circulated^ and 
perhaps exaggerated, in private converfationa* 
the vanity of the favourite was flattfsred with the 
Bioft extraordinary honours. In the fenate, if) 



^ T)ie.p(M|% Merely deTcriptiGO of lib 4Bifonidtf (4.$io — 195.) o 
confirmed by the authentic teftimony of Chryfoilom (torn. iii. p. 384. 
edit. Montfeucon) ; who obferves, that when the pjunt was waihed 
sway^ the face of Eutropius appeared more ugly and wriidcled than 
that of an old woman. Claudian remarics (1. 4690> ^Q^ the remai% 
muft have been founded on experience, that there was fbarcely any 
lAt^rval between the youth and the decrepid age of an eunuch. 

7 Exftfo^MM appears to have been a native of Armenia or AQyna* 
His three fervicesy which Claudian more particularly defcribesy were 
t^efff : I. He fpent many yeazB as tjaie catamite of Ptolemy, sl groom or 
foWer of the Imperial iUbles* »• Ptolemy j{;ave him to the old gene- 
ra Arintji«itf» for whom he very ikilfuUy exercifed the profelHon of a 
pimjji. J. lie wa9 given, on her mmrriage, to the daughter of Arini^ 
tkm^ s aad th^ <^i£i^ wnM was employed to comb her hair, to pre- 
(mit ibe iilver 9w§^ t9 iir# luui to £ui bb miflreft m iQt we«it2)er* 
SeeLi. 3i-rii|.7* 

the 
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CHAP, the capital, in the provinces, the ftatues of Eu* 
xxxii^ tropins were erected, in brafs, or marble, deco- 
rated with the fymbols of his civil and military 
virtues, and infcribed with the pompous title of 
the third founder of Conflantinople. He was 
promoted to the rank of patrician^ which began 
to fignify, in a popular, and even legal accept- 
ation, the father of the Emperor ; and the laft 
year of the fourth century was polluted by the 
con/ulfhip of an eunuch, and a flave. This llrange 
and inexpiable prodigy ' awakened, however, the 
pirejudices of the Romans. The effeminate con- 
ful was rejedted by the Weil, as an indelible ftain 
to the annals of the republic ; and, without in- 
voking the (hades of Brutus and Camillus, the 
colleague of Eutropius, a learned and refpe6lable 
magiftrate «^, Efficiently reprefented the different 
maxims of the two adminiflration$^ 
Hit vena- The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus feems 
lity aiid ^ \i2i,vQ been actuated by a more fanguinary and 
revengeful Ipint ; but the avarice of the eunuch 
was not lefs infatiate than that of the prasfe6t "• 

' Claudian (l.i. InEutrop. i — la.) after enumerating the various 
prodigies of monfbrous births^ fpeaking animals) Ihowers of blood or 
ftonesy double funsy &c. addsy with fome exaggeration. 

. Omnia ceflerunt eunucho confule monilra. 
The firft book concludes with a noble fpeech of the goddefs of Rome 
to her favourite Honoriu8> deprecating the ne<to ignominy to which ihe 
was expofed. 

' Fl. Mallius Theodorusy whofe civH honours^' and phiioibplucal 
works> have been celebrated by Claudian in a very elegant panegyric. 

'° Mi9vAw ^E 9]$» to; vX^jTo;, dnmk with riches, is the forcible expref- 
fion of Zoiimus (1. v. p. 301.); and the avarice of Eutropius is 
equally execrated in the Lexicon of Suidasy and the chronicle of Mar* 
cellinus. Chryfoftom had often, admoniihed the favourite^ of the 
vanity and danger of immoderate wealthy torn. iii. p*38i* . 

As 
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As long as he deipoiled the pppreffors, who had c h a p^* 
enriched themfelves with the plunder of the peo- 
ple, Eutropius might gratify his covetous difpo- 
iition without much envy or injuftice: but the 
progrefs of his rapine foon- invaded the wealth 
which had been acquired by lawful inheritance, 
or laudable induftry. The ufual methods of 
extortion were praftifed and improved; andClau- 
dianhas Iketched a lively and original pi6lure of 
the public au6lion of the ftate. " The impotence 
5« of the ennuch" (fays that agreeable fatirift) 
'" has ferved only to ftirpulate his avarice : the 
^.^ fame hand whicli, in his fervile condition, was 
" exercifed in petty thefts, to unlock the coffers 
^' of his mailer, now grafps the riches of the 
" world } and this infamous broker of the era- 
^* pire appreciates and divides the Roman pro- 
" vinces, from Mount Haemus to the Tigris. 
^^ One man, at the expence of his villia, is made 
^* proconful of Afia ; a fecond purchaies Syria 
^< with his wife's jewels ; and a third laments^ 
f « that he has exchanged his paternal eftate for 
?,' the government of Bithynia. In the anti- 
" chamber of Eutropius, a large tablet is expofed 
" to public view, which marks the refpe6live 
** prices of the provinces. The different value 
" of Pontus, of Galatia, of Lydia, is accurately 
" diftinguiflied. Lycia may be obtained for fo 
" manythoufandpiecesof gold; buttheopulence 
*• of Phrygiawill require a more confiderablefum. 
5' The eunuch wiflies to obliterate, by the general 
^* diigrace, his perfonal ignominy j and as he has 

" been 
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c H A P. ^^ be^i fold himfelf, he is defircms of (elling tlie 
,^ ^^^ f ** reft of mankind. In the eager contention^ the 
<< balance, which contains the fate and fortunes 
«* of the province, often trembles on the beam ; 
<< and till one of the fcales is inclined, by a fiipe- 
" rior weight, the mind of tJie impartial judge 
^^ remains in anxious fufpenie '-. Such** (con- 
tinues the indignant poet) ^ are the fruits dT 
*^ Roman valour, of the defeat of Antiochus, 
" and of the triumph of Pbmpey.** This venal 
proftitution of public honours fecured the impu- 
nity ofJiOure crimes j but the riches, which 
Eutropius derived from confifcation, were ir&*^e/y 
ftained with injuftice ; fince it was decent to 
accufe, and to condemn, the proprietors of the 
wealth which he was impatient to confifcate. 
Some noble blood was ihed by the hand of the 
executioner ; and the moft i nhofpitable extremi- 
ties of the empire were fitted with innoeent and 
Ruin of illuArious exiles. Among the generals and eon- 
Abundan- foj^ of the Eaft, Abupdantius '» had reafon to 
dread the fifft eie6ls of the refentment of Eutro- 
pim. He had been guilty of the unpardonable 

" — .-^..^ cfrUvHun fiepe f)ii«niin 

DIver£um fufpendit onus : cum pondere jud^x 
Vergk, et in gemlnas nutat provincia lances. 
Ciaudm (i. 193H-«)9.) fy cmioufiy xUiwgfuibfs the c&mvnionctt 
of the Alley that they all feem to allude to partici^ar 9«ecdQle8, 

'' Claudian (i. 154 — 170.) mentions tlie guih and exihe of Abun- 
4anth)9) npr coM he fail to ^lotf the enmple of the artilt, y»ko made 
the $dl trial of thtt brazen bully vhich he pi^efented to Phataris« $$$ 
Zofimus, I. V. p. 30a. Jerom. torn, i, p. 26. The diflbence of place 
U €4% recoadlad 1 bit the dseiftirtt autfaonty of Afitriuft oi AmaiSji 
tOrat ir. p, 76, apud Tilleropnt, Hift dai ]S,mf&r^Vf$x tw* v. p- 435«) 
muft turn the fcaje in favour of Pityu*i 

crimQ 
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crime of mtrodueing thait abje^ ilaye to the c H a p. 
palace of Coiiftantino{>le : and forae degree of xxxn. 
praife mud be allowed to a poiwecful and ungrate- 
ful favourite, wha wa» f^tiafied ii^ith th^ di%raee 
€f Ilia benefai9;€M'« Abundantius wts ftripped of 
hk ample fortuiieft by ai> Imperial refcripty a»d 
bamfliied toPityt2s»on the£usiiie,the laft frontier 
iMf the Roaum world ; where he fubfi(Ud by the 
preearioias mercy of the Bacbariatns, till h^ could 
obtain, after the £iU of £utr<^iu;s, a milder exile 
at Sidon wa Phoenicia. The deftru^ion of Tima.- ^£ ^^^^^ 
ii>iiis'^ requkred a more fefious and regular mode fiut. 
afat.tack. That great o0k;er» the ma^er^^nerid 
imT the armies of Theodofiu», bad fignaH^ed his 
valoOT by a decifive vi^ry, which he obt»>ne4 
flver the Goths of ThefiTalyi but be wa» to0 
ptose^ ^ler the example of his fovereigo^ to 
eojory the luxury of peace, and to abandon Im 
coc&iende to wicked and de%mng fltiterent. 
Titnafius biad AeG^UkA the puUie clamciu^ , by 
psomotxng an infamous dependent to the eom- 
sfltond of a cohort ; and he deferved to feel the 
ingcatitude of Bargus, who waa fecretly inftigated 
by the favourite to laecLtfe his patron of a trea- 
fonable confpiracy. The general was arraigned 
before the tribunal of Arcadins himfelf ; and the 
principal eunucji ftood by the fide of the throne 

'* Suidas (moft probaWy from the hlftory of Eunapius) has glren a 
very unfavourable piAure of Timafius. The account of his accafer> 
the judges, trial, &c. is perfe<ftly agreeable to the pradlice of ancient 
and lAodern courts. (See Zolimus, f. v. p.- 29S9 299, joo.). I am 
almoft tempted to quote the rMnaMca d a gwat iliaftar ^Fielding's 
Works, vol. iv. p.49r^* Svo. edlt^^ which mmf. Iw a«nfidered as 
the hiftoi^ ei human iiAtvrd. 

to 
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c H A P. to fugged the queftioDs and anfwers of his fove* 
^x ai, reign. But as this form of trial might be deemed 
partial and arbitrary, the further inquiry into 
the crimes of Timafius was delegated to Satur* 
ninus and Procopius ; the former of confular 
rank, the latter ftill refpe^ted as the fathers-in-law 
of the Emperor Valens. The appearances of a 
fair and legal proceeding were maintained by the 
blunt honefty of Procopius ; and he yielded tvith 
relu6lance to the obfequious dexterity of his col* 
league, who pronounced a fenience of condemna- 
tion againll the unfortunate Timafius. His im- 
menf^ riches were confifcated, in the name of the 
Emperor,andfor the benefit of the favourite ; and 
he was doomed to perpetual exile at Oafis, a 
folitary Ipot in the midft of the fandy deferts of 
Libya'^ Secluded firom all human converfe, 
the mafl^er-general of the Roman armies was loft 
for ever to the world ; but the circumitances of 
bis fate have been related in a various and con- 
tradidtory manner. It is infinuated, that Eutra- 
pius difpatched a private order for his fecr^ 
execution '^ It was reported, that, in attempt- 
ing to efcape froni Oafis, he periflied in the 

^* The great O^dis was one of the fpots in the fands of Lybia» 
watered with fprings^ and capable of producing wheat» barley, and 
palm-trees. It was about three days journey from north to fouth> 
about half a day in breadth, and at the diftance of about five days 
inarch to the weft of Abydus, on the Wk, See D'AnyiUe, Defcription 
de I'Egypte, p. 1869 2879 188. The barren deiert which encompalfes 
Oafis (Zofimus^ 1. v. p. 300.} has fuggefted the idea of comparative 
iertility, and even the epithet of the ifappj ifland (Herodot. iii* 36.}.. 

/^ The line of Claudiany in Eutrop. I. i. 180. 

Marmaxicus elans violatur csedibus Hammpn, 
evidently alludes to bu perfuafion of the death of Timafius^ 

defert» 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 383 . 

defert, of thirft and hunger ; and that his dead chap. 
body was found on the fands of Libya '*. It has ^ ^_ \f 
been afferted, with more confidence, that his fon 
Syagri us, after fuccefsfully eluding the purfuit of 
the agents and emiffaries of the court, collefited 
a band of African robbers : that he refcued Ti- 
maiius froni tlie place of his exile ; and that 
both the father and fon difappeared from the 
knowledge of mankind ". But the ungrateful 
Bargus, inftead of being fuffered to {iofiefs thel 
reward of guilt, was foon afterwards circum- 
vented and deftroyed, by the more powerful 
villany of the minifter himfelf ; who retained 
fenfe and fpirit enough to abhor the inflrument 
of his own crimes. ' 

The public hatred, and the defpair of indi- A cruel 
viduals, continually threatened, or feemed to ^^^ 
threaten, the perfonal &fety of Entropius ; as treafony 
well as of the numerous adherents, who were ^^l^* 
attached to his fortune, arid had been promoted 
by his venal favour. For their mutual defence* 
he contrived the fafeguard of a law, which vie 
lated every principle of humanity and juftice'^* 
I. It Js enad:ed, in the name, and by the autho- 

*' SozomeD) 1. viii. c. 7. He fpeaks from r»port« «( ntoi fn/Oo/uuy. 

'^ Zofimus) 1. y. p. 300. Yet he feems to fufpeA that this rumour 
^*2S fpread by the iHends of Eutrophu. 

• '* See the Theodofian Code^ 1« ix. tit. 14. ad legem Comeliam de 
Sicaiiisy leg. 3. and the Code of Juftinian, 1. ix. tit. viii. ad legem' 
Juliam de Majeftatey leg. 5. The alteration of the titles from murder 
tb tre^ott; was an improvement of the fubtle Tribonian. Godefroy^ 
in a formal differtation, which he has inferted in his Commentary^ 
illuftrates this law of Arcadius^ and explains all the difficult pafiages 
which had been perverted by the jurifcooiults of the darker ages. See' 
torn. ill. p. S8. — III. 

rity. 
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CHAP, fity, of Ajrcadius, that all thofe wlio ihall eofiU 
" ffoiey either wkh fdb^^tSy or with ftraaigera^ 
agaiofl the lives ofanj of the perfons whotm the 
Eniperoar confideirs as thef members of his own 
body, flbali be pimifiied with death and confi&a- 
tion* This ^eeies of ft^itidus amd metapbori^ 
cal treafon is extended to |xrota3:, not only the 
UluftrmM officers of the ftate aad army, who are 
admitted kito thef&cred' confiftory, bot like^ife 
the ptrimeif al dooieftjics of the ^lace, the IciKdxifs 
of ConAaBthiople, the flnihtairj commanders, and 
the ervil: nia^iArs^s of tie provibces i a vagee 
axBd inde&iite IHl^ which, uieiiGlttn the liicceffors of 
(JonftaiBltine,. ittchided an obfcaee and numerousr 
.train of fubordinate minifters.. IL. Thia^ extreme 
ftverity mi^bt peohaps he j»ftified, had it been 
oqI^ drre^d to fecuaie tfae^repneffentattve^of the 
fev^ereign frotti any ai^ual vieleace^ in tbe exe- 
euilion cf theic office^^ But the whole body of 
JiA9»efl!ialtd€fiendbi!uls cladmedal privflttge, or rather 
ioipunify, which ibreened them, in the* koofefll 
laomttnAs of their livesi^ fromtberhafty,. j^ecba^ 
thejuftiiiabte, vefentmentof th»ivfellow^citiaeii9^ 
aflid^ by a flrange perverfibn of th^ la^s, the 
fame degree of guilt and punifliment was applied 
to a private quarref, atid to a deliberate confpi- 
racy againft the empepor a^d the eoorpire* The 
edi^ oif Aitcadiius tnod pofiiiivrely aad moft ab- 
fer>dly decUi*e5, that iri fiich carfes of tteafon^ 
tJiQugftts and a^i(>7%» ougjbt t^^^I^e pmaii(&ed witb 
e^sal ftverity ; thait the knowledge of a* ifaif- 
chie vou$ ioienrtian > unlefsi it be' kiila&tly re veak^ 
% pecoiues 
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becomes equally criminal with the intention chap. 
itfelf *'; and that thofe raih men, who fhall pre. J^^^ 
fume to folicit the pardon of ti'aitors, IhaU 
themfelve^ be branded with public and perpetual 
infamy. III. *« With regard to the fons of the 
•* traitors,'* (continues the Emperor,) " although 
" they ought to (hare the puniftiment, fince they 
** will probably imitate the guilt, of their parents j 
<^* yet, by the fpecial effect of our Imperial 
** lenity, we grant them their lives : but, at the 
*« fame time, we declare them incapable of in* 
** heriting, either oh the father*s or on the 
^* mother's fide, or of receiving any gift or 
" legacy, from the teftament either of kinfmen 
** or of ftrangers, Stigmatifed with hereditary in- 
" famy, excluded from the hopes of honours or 
" fortune, let them endure the pangs of poverty 
*^ and contempt, till they fhall confider life as a 
•* calamity, and death as a comfort and relief." 
In fuch words, fo well adapted to infult the feel- 
ings *of mankind, did the Emperor, or rather his 
favourite eunuch, applaud the moderation of a 
law, which transferred the fame unjull and in- 
human penalties to the children of all thofe 
who had feconded, or who had not difclofed, 
thefe fidlitious confpiracies. Some of the noblefl 

'9 Bartolus underilaAds a fimple and nalBed €oiifcioiifiie69 -^ithoot 
any iign of approbation or concurrence. Bor this opinion, (ays Bakhiti 
he li now roafting in hell. For my own part, continue the difcreet 
Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil. Lir. p. 4>1«)' I Auft approve fh« 
theory of B^ohi» ; but in pradHce I thould inclis^ the fentiment of 
BaMu9. Yet Bartolus was gravely t^uoted by the Iti^ers <^ Cardinal 
ftichefieu ; and Eutropius was in(^6lly guUty of the murder of the 
virtuous de Thou. 

VOL. V. c c regulations 



386 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, regulations of Romaii jurifprudence have been 
J^^^^ fuffered to expire ; but this edi6l, a convenient 
and forcible engine of miniilerial tyranny, was 
carefully inferted in the codes of Theodofius and 
Juflinian; and the fame maxims have been 
revived in modern ages, to proteft the electors 
of Germany, and the cardinals of the church of 
Rome^^ . 
Rebellion Yet thefe fanguinary laws, which fpread terror 
BUd^"^* among a difarmed and difpirited people, were of 
A.D. 399* jtoo weak a texture to reilrain^the bold enterpriie 
of Tribigild" the Oftrogoth. The colony of 
that warlike nation, which had been planted by 
Theodofius in one of the moft fertile diftridls of 
Phrygia", impatiently compaied the flow returns 
of laborious hufl^andry with the fuccefsful rapine 
and liberal rewards of Alaric ; and their leader 
refented, as a perfonal affront, his own ungra- 
cious reception in the palace of Conflantinople* 
A foft and wealthy province, in the heart of the 
fsmpire, wasaftonifliedbythefoundofwar; and 

*° Godefroy, torn. Hi. p. 89. It is, howevery fufpedied, that this 
laW) €0 repugnant to the maxims of Germanic freedom^ has been fiir- 
reptitioufly added to the golden butt* 

" A copious and circumfbntial narrative (which he might have 
feferved for more important events) is bellowed by Zofimus (I. v. 
p« 304— 3X3^') 01^ the revolt of Trib%ild and Gainat. See likewife 
^ Socrates, 1. vi. c. 6. and Sozomen, 1. viii. c. 4. The fecond book of 

Claudian againft , EutropiiiS) is a fine^ though imperfed^ piece of 
hiftory. 

, " Gaudian (in Eutrop. 1. ii. »37— ajo.) very accurately obferve^ 
that the ancient Sfime and nation of the Phrygians extended very hr 
on every fide, till their limits were contradted by the colonies of the 
Bithynians of Thrace, of the Greeks, and at laft of the Ciauls. His 
defcnption (ii. 157— aya.) of the fertility of Phrygiar and of the 
four rivers that produced gold, is juft and pidlurefque, 

the 
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the faithful vaflal, who had been difregarded ot chap. 
oppreiled, was again refpefled, as foon as he ^xmil^ 
refumed the hdftile ohara6ter of a Barbarian. 
The vineyards and fruitful fields^ between the 
rapid Marfyas andthe winding Maeander ^% were 
confumed with fire; the decayed walls of the 
city crumbled into duft, at the firft ilroke of an 
enemy ; the trembling inhabitants efcaped from 
a bloody mafiacre to the ihores of thb Hellefpont ; 
and a confiderable part of Afia Minor was defo» 
lated by th^ rebellion of Tribigild. His rapid 
progre& was checked by the refiftance of the 
peafants of Pamphylia j and the Oftrogoths, at- 
tacked in a narrow pafs, between the city of 
Selgc^% a deep morafs, and the craggy clifts of 
Mount Taurus, were defeated with the lofs of 
their braveft troops. But the fpirit of their chief 
was not daunted by misfortune; and his army 
was continually recruited by fwarms of Barba- 
rians and outlaws, who weredeiirous of exercifing 
the profefflon of robbery^, under the more ho- 
nourable names of war and conqueil. The ru- 
mours of the fuccefe of Tribigild might for fome 
time be fuppreffed by fear, or dilguifed by flat. 

^ Xeoophon. Anabafis, Li. p. XI9 la. edit. Hutchinfon. Strabo, 
L xiu p. 865. edit. Amflel. Q. Curt. 1. iii. c. i. Claudlan compared 
the jundion of the Marfyas and Msander to that of 'the Saone and 
the Rh6ne ; with this difference, however, that the fmaller of the 
Huygian rivers is not accelerated* but retarded, by the larger. 

** delgse, a colony of the Lacedsmonian$» had formerly nuxxkbered 
twenty thoufand citizens ; but in the age of Zofimus it was reduced to 
a sroAfximy or fmall townt See Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. 
p. 117. 

c c 2 tery ; 
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CHAP, tery j yet thcsy gradually alarmed both the court 
^^^^^™* . and the capital. Every misfortune was exag* 
gerated in dark and doubtful hints ; and the 
future defigns of the rebels became the fubjeSfc of 
anxious conjedlure. Whenever Tribigild ad-» 
"vanced into the inland country, the Romanis were 
inclined to fuppofe that he meditated the paiTage 
of Mount Taurus, and the invafion of Syrian 
If he defcended towards the fea, they imputed, 
and perhaps fuggefted, to the Gothic chief, the 
more dangerous proje£fc of arming a fleet in the 
harboyrs of Ionia, and of extending his depre* 
datipns along the maritime coaft, from the mouth 
of the Nile to the port of Conftantinople. The 
approach of danger, and the obftinacy of TribK* 
gild, who refufed all terms of accommodation, 
compelled Eutropius to fumoion a council of 
war **• After claiming for himfelf the privilege 
of a veteran foldier, the eunuch entrufted the 
guard of Thrace and the Hellefpont to Gainas 
the Goth J and the command of the Afiatic army 
to his favourite Leo ; two generals, who difier* 
ently, but effectually, promoted the caufe of the 
rebels. Leo **, who, from the bulk of his body, 

'^ The council of £utropiua» ia CUudian^ tomj be compand to that 
of Domltian m the fourth fatire of JuvenaJL The principal memben 
of the icnaer were» ju^enet protervi lafeivique fimes ; one of &cm had 
been a cook» a fecond a wookoitfier. The language of their original 
profeffioa ezpofes their afTmned dignity ; and tibeir trifling converia* 
tion about tragedies^ dancers^ &c. is made fdll more ridiculous by the 
anportance of the debate. 

^ Claudian(L iL 376— 461O has branded him with infamy; and 
Zofimns, in more temperate hnguage, confirms his reproaches, L. v. 
P- 3^5- 

and 
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and the dulnefs of his mind, was furaamed the char 
Ajax of the Eaft, had deferted his original trade, ^DKIL 
of a woolcomber, to exercife, with much left 
ikill and fuccefs, the military profeifion : and his 
uncertain operations were capricioufly framed 
and executed, with an ignorance of real difficul- 
ties, and a timorous neglect of every favourable 
opportunity. The raihnels of the Oftrogoths had 
drawn them into a diladvantageous pofition be- 
tween the rivers Melas and Eiirymedon, where 
they were almoil befieged by the peaiants of 
Pamphylia ; but the arrival of an Imperial army, 
inftead of completing their deftru3:ion, afforded 
the means of fafety and vi6tory. Tribigild fur« 
prifed the unguarded camp of the Romans, in 
the darknefs of the night ; feduced the faith of 
th^ greater part of the Barbarian auxiliaries, and 
diffipated, without much effort, the troops, which 
had been corrupted by the relaxation of difci-^ 
pline, and the luxury of the capital. The dif^ 
content of Gainas, who had fo boldly contrived 
and executed the death of Rufinus, was irritated 
by the fortune of his unworthy fucceffor ; he 
accufed his own dilhonourable patience under 
the fervile reign of an eunuch; and the ambitious 
Goth was convidted, at lead in the public opinion, 
of fecretly fomenting the revolt of Tribigild, with 
whom he was connected by a domeflic, as well 
as by a national, alliance ^\ When Gainas paffed 

'f The wnfpiracy of Gainas and Tribigild* which is attefted by the 
Greek Tiiftorian» had not reached the ears of Ckudiany who attributes 
the revolt of the Oftrogotbstohis own M«r/«a/ fpirit* and the advice of 
his wife. 

c c 3 the 
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CHAP, the Hellefpont, to unite under his ftandard the 
xxxii. remains of the Afiatic troops, he IkilfuUy adapted 
his motions to the wifties of the Oftrogoths ; 
abandoning, by his retreat, the country which 
they defired to invade ; or facilitating, by his ap- 
proach, the defertion of the Barbarian auxiliaries. 
To the Imperial court he repeatedly magnified 
the valour, the genius, the inexhauftible re- 
fources of Tribigild ; confeiTed his own inability 
to profecute the war j and extorted the permiflion 
of negociating with his invincible adverlary. 
The conditions of peace were didlated by the 
haughty rebel ; and the peremptory demand of 
the head of Eutropius, revealed the author and 
the defign of this hoftile confpiracy. 
Fall of Eu- The bold fatirift, who has indulged his difcon- 
a!do9o. '®°* ^y *^® partial and paflionate cenfure of the 
Chriftian emperors, violates the dignity, rather 
than the truth, of hiftory, by comparing the fon 
of Theodofius to one of thofe harmlefs and Am- 
ple animals, who fcarcely feel that they are the 
property of their fliepherd. Two pafBons, how- 
ever, fear and conjugal affedtion, awakened the 
languid foul of Arcadius ; he was terrified by the 
threats of a victorious Barbarian ; and he yielded 
to the tender eloquence of his wife Eudoxia, who, 
with a flood of artificial tears, prefenting her 
infant children to their father, implored his jut 
tice for fome real or imaginary infult, which, flie 
imputed to the audacious eunuch ^'. The Em- 

^ Tim anecdote, which Philoilbx^gius alone has preferred (L zL 
c. 6>f and Gothofred. Difiertat. p* 451—^45 6.)^ is curious and impor- 
tant ; fince it con&edls the revolt of the Goths with the fecret intrigues 
of the palace. 

peror^s 
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peror's hand was directed to fiffn the condemna- chap. 
tion of Eutropius ; the magic fpell, which during 
four years had bound the prince and the people, 
was inftandy diflblved ; and the acclamations,- 
that fb lately hailed the merit and fortune of the 
favourite, were converted into the clamours of 
the foldiers and people, who reproached his 
crimes, and preffed his immediate execution; 
In this hour of diftrefs and defpair, his only 
refuge was in the fanftuary of the church, whofe 
privileges he had wifely, or profanely, attempted 
to circumfcribe ; and the mod eloquent of the 
faints, John Chryfoftom, enjoyed the triumph of 
protecting a proftrate minifter, whofe choice had 
raifed him to the ecclefiaftical throne of Con- 
llantinople. The Archbilhop, alcending the pul- 
pit of the cathedral, that he might be diftinftly 
feen and heard by an innumerable crowd of either 
fex and of every age, pronounced a feafonable 
and pathetic difcourfe on the forgivenefs of in- 
juries, and the inftability of human greatnefs. 
The agonies of the pale and affrighted wretch 
who lay grovelling under the table of the altar, 
exhibited a folemn and inflruftive fpe6tacle ; and 
the orator, who was afterwards accufed of in<* 
fulting the misfortunes of Eutropius, laboured to 
excite the contempt, that he might aiTuage the 
fury, of the people *^ The powers of humanity, 

of 

^ See the Homily of Chiyfoftomy torn. ill. p. 381 — 3869 of which 
the exordium is particularly beautiful. Socrates^ 1. vi. c 5. Sezomea» 
L viii. c. 7. Montfaucon (in his Life of Chryibftomy torn. xiii. p. 135.' 
too haftily fuppofes that Tribigild was aSually in Conitantinople ; and 

CO 4 that 
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CHAP, of fuperftition, and of eloquence, prevailed. The 
^^^^^^' Emprefs Eudoxia was retrained, by her own pre- 
judices, or by thofe of her fub^e^s, from violat- 
ing the fan^luary of the church ; and Eutropius 
was tempted to capitulate, by the milder arts of 
perfuafion, and by an oath, that his life fhould 
be fpared^^ Carelefs of the dignity of their 
fovereign, the new minifters of the palace imme* 
diately publiihed an edid:, to declare, that his 
late favourite had difgraced the names of conful 
and patrician, to abolifh his ftatues, to confiC- 
cate his wealth, and to inflift a perpetual exile in 
the illand of Cyprus^'. A defpicable and de- 
crepid eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of 
his enemies; nor was he capable of enjoying 
what yet remained, the comforts of peace, of 
folitude, and of a happy climate. But their tm- 
placable revenge ilill envied him the laft moments 
of a miferable life, and Eutropius had no fooner 

that he commanded the foldiers who were ordered to feiace Eotropiat* 
Even Claudian, a Pagan poet (Praefat. ad 1. ii. in Eutrop. 27.), has 
mentioned the flight of the eunuch to the fandluary. 

Suppliciterque pias humilis profiratus ad aras 

Mitigat iratas voce tremente nurus. 
^ Chryfoftom, in another homily (torn. iii. p. 386.)> affedls to 
declare^ diat Eutropiui would not have boen taken » had he not de- 
ferted the church. Zoiimus (I. v. p*3i3»)» on the contrary^ preteodfy 
that his enemies forced him (tf apcroo-avTs? at/rw) from the fancftuary. 
Yet the promife is an evidenc of lame treaty : and the firong aflurance 
of Claudian (Prsefat. ad Lii. 46.)^ 

Sed tamen exempio non feriere tuo» 
may be confidered as an evidence of fome promife. 

^' Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xi. leg. 14. The date of that law (Jan. i ;, 
A. D. 399.) is erroneous and corrupt ; fince the fall of JEutropius 
could not happen till the autumn of the fame year. See Tillemont» 
Hsft. des Empereursy torn. v. p. 7S0. 

touched 
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touched the flic^es of Cyprus, than he was hafUly c h a p. 
recalled. -The vain hope of eluding, \}y a change XXXD. 
of place, the obligation of an oath, engaged the 
Emprefs to transfer the fcene of his trial and 
execution, from Conftantinople to the adjacent 
fuburb of Chalcedon. The conful Aurelian pro- 
nounced the fentence ; and the motives of that 
fentence expofe the jurifprudence of a defpotic 
government. The crimes which Eutropius had 
committed againft the people, might ha^^e jufli- 
fied his death ; but he was found guilty of har- 
nefiing to his chariot the Jacred animals, who, 
from their breed, or colour!^ were referved for 
the ufe of the Emperor alone '*. 

While thisdomeftic revolution was tranfa^ed, Cenfpiracy 
Gainas'^ openly revolted from his allegiance j J^^^ 
united his forces, at Thyatira in Lydia, with a.d.4oo» 
thofe of Tribigild ; and ftill maintained his fupe- 
rior afcendant over the rebellious leader of the 
Oilrogoths. The confederate armies advanced, 
without refiftance, to the flreights of the Helle* 
fpont, and the Bofphoras ; and Arcadius was 
inftru^ted to prevent the lofs of his Afiatic domi- 
nions, by refigning his authority and his perfon 
to the faith of the Barbarians. The church of 
the holy martyr Euphemia, fituate on a lofty 
eminence near Cbalcedon ^% was chofen for the 

place 

3' ZofimoiyLT* p«3i3« Philoftorgiii8» l.xi. c. 6. 

35 Zofimust 1. V. p. 3 13 — 3»3*)> S»cratei (Uti. c»4»)> SoKomen 
(L ▼ill. c 4.), and Theodoret (1. v. €• 3a, 3^9) «prefcnt» though with 
ibme yarious circunftaaces, the con^iracy, defeat, and death of 
Giunaa. 

^ Oa-hotg Ev<pnfjLKx,g /lAccf n/giov, is the'* ezpreffion of Zofimus himfelf, 
(1. V. p. 3X4*)y who inadvertently ufes the faihionable huiguage of the 

Chriftianf. 
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CHAP, place of the interview. Gainas bowed, with 
xxxn.^ reverence, at the feet of the Emperor, whilft he 
required the facrifice of Aurelian and Saturninus, 
two minifters of confular rank ; and their naked 
necks were expofed, by the haughty rebel, to the 
edge of the fword, till he condefcended to grant 
them a precarious and diigraceful refpite. The 
Goths, according to the terms of the agreement, 
were immediately tranfported from Afia into 
Europe; and their viAorious chief, who accepted 
the title of mailer-general of the Roman armies, 
foon filled Conftantinople with his troops, and 
diilributed among his dependents, the honours 
and rewards of the empire. In his early youth, 
Gainas had pafled the Danube as a fuppliant, and 
a fugitive : his elevation had been the work of 
valour and fortune ; and his indifcreet, or perfi- 
dious, condu^, was the caufe of his rapid down- 
fal. Notwithftanding the vigorous oppofition of 
the Archbiihop, he importunely claimed, for 
his Arian fe^laries, the polTeffion of a peculiar 
church ; and the pnde of the catholics was 
offended by the public toleration of hereiy". 
Every quarter of Conftantinople was filled with 
tumult and diforder ; and the Barbarians gazed 



Chrifiiaiu. Evagrius defcribes (l.ii« c.3.)the fituation^ architecture) 
relicsy and miracles of that celebrated churchy in which the general 
council of Chalcedon was afterwards held. 

^* The pious remoofbances of Cluy£i:^k»m» which do not appear 
in hb own writin|;s» are ibrongly ur^ged by Theodoret : but his in- 
finuation} that they^ were fuccefsful» is difproved by fa^s* Tillemont 
(Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. 383,) has difcoTered^ that the Emperor, 
to iktisfy the rapacious demands of Gainas^ was obliged to melt the 
plate of the church of the apoftles. 

with 
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with fuch ardour on the rich fliops of the jewel- char 
lets, and the tables of the bankers, which were ^^^~j 
covered with gold and filver, that it was judged 
prudent to remove thofe dangerous temptations 
from their fight. They refented the injurious 
precaution ; and fome alarming attempts were 
made, during the night, to attack and deftroy 
with fire the Imperial palace ^\ In this ftate of July ao. 
mutual and fufpicious hoftility, the guards, and 
the people of Conltantinople fliut the gates, 
and rofe in arms to prevent, or to punifli, the 
conlpiracy of the Goths. During the abfence of 
Gainas, his troops were furprifed and opprefled ; 
feven thoufand Barbarians periflied in this bloody 
maflacre. In the fury of the purfuit, the Catho- 
lics uncovered the roof, and continued to throw 
down flaming logs of wood, till they over- 
whelmed their adverfaries, who had retreated to 
the church or conventicle of the Aiians. Gainas 
was either innocent of the defign, or too confident 
of his fuccefs : he was aftoniihed by the intelli- 
gence, that the flower of his army had been inglo- 
rioufly deftroyed ; that he himfelf was declared 
a public enemy ; and that his countxynian, Fra- 
vitta, a brave and loyal confederate, had aflumed 
the management of the war by fea and land. The 
enterprifes of the rebel, againft the cities of 
Thrace, were encountered by a firm^and well- 
ordered defence : his hungry foldiers were foon 
reduced to the grafs that grew on the margin of 

3^ The ecclefiaftical hiftorians> who fometimes guide» and fometimes 
follow» the public opinion^ moft confidently ailert that tbe palace of 
X^onftantinople was guarded by legions of angels. 

the 
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c H A P« the fortifications ; and Gainas, who vainly re 
gretted the wealth and luxury of Afia, embraced 
a defperate refolution of forcing the paffageof 
the Hellefponk. He was deftitute of veffels ; but 
the woods of the Cherfonefus afforded materials 
for rafts, and his intrepid Barbarians did not 

Dec* %3* refufe to truft themfelves to the waves. But Fra- 
vitta^ attentively watched the progrefs of their 
undertaking. As foon as they had gaided the 
middle of the ftream, the Roman gallies ", im- 
pelled by the full force of oars, of the current, 
apd pf the favourable wind, ruihed forwards in 
compact order, and with irrefiftible weighty and 
the Hellefpont was covered with the fragments of 
the Gothic fliipwreck. After the deflru^ion of 
his hopes, and the lofs of m4ny thoufands of his 
braveft foldiers, Gainas, who could no longer 
afpire to govern, or to fubdue^ the RonlanS) 
determined to refume the independence of a fs« 
vage life. A light and a^ive body of Barbarian 
horfe,difengaged from their infad try and baggage, 
might perform in eight or ten days, a march of 
three hundred miles from the Hellefpont to the 
Danube ^* ; the garrifons of that important fron- 
tier 

^7 Zoiimus (I. V. p,3X9.) mentions thefe gallies by tbe name of 
Ltbumians^ and obferves, that they were as fwift (without explaining 
the difference between then^) a» the veflels wkh fifty oar^ $ hut that 
they were far inferior in fpeed to the triremes^ which had been long 
difufed. Yet he reafonably concludes, from the teftimony of Polf- 
bin8» that gallies of » i^ larger fixe \uA. been conftnidbed in M 
Punic wars. Since the efiablifhment of the Roman empire over tbe 
Mediterranean, the ufelefs art of building large Ihips of war had pro- 
bably been negledled and at length forgotten. 

** Chifliuil (Travels, p. 61— 63. 7»— 76.) proce«ded iitm Gal- 
lipoli, thrcwgh Hadrianople, to the Danube, in about fifteen dayi* 

1% He 
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tier had been gradually annihilated ; the river, chap, 
in the month of December, ;wouid be deeply ,^"^'^ 
frozen ; and the unbounded profpe6t of Scythia 
was opened to the ambition of Gainas. This 
defign was fecretly communicated to the national 
troops, who devoted themfelves to the fortunes 
of their leader ; and before the fignal of depar- 
ture was given, a great number of provincial 
auxiliaries, whom he fufpe3;ed of an attachment 
to their native country^ were perfidioufly maf* 
iacred. The Goths advanced by rapid marches, 
through the plains of Thrace ; and they were 
ibon delivered from the. fear of a purfuit, by the 
vanity of Fravitta, who, inftead of extinguifhing 
the war, haftened to enjoy the popular applaufe, 
and to affiime the peaceful honours of the con« 
fulfliip. But a formidable aUy appeared in arms 
to vindicate the majefty of the empire, and to 
guard the peace and liberty of Scythia ^\ The 
fpperior forces of Uldin, King of the Huns, 
<^ofed the progrefs of Gainas ; an hoftile and 
ruined country prohibited his retreat ; he dit 
dained to capitulate; and after repeatedly at- 
tempting to cut his way through the ranks of the 



He was in the tram of an BngliHi ainbaflador> whofe baggage confliled 
of fercntyKWie waggoiw. That learned traTeller has the meiit of 
tracing a curious and unfrequented route. 

^ The narrative of Zofimuss who a^ually leads Gainas beyond the 
Danube* muft be corrected by the teftimony of Socrates, and Sozomen, 
lAttt he waa kilM in Tbraetf and, by the precife and authentac dates 
of the Aiexandrian» or Pi&hal Chronicle^ p. 307. The naval vic- 
tory (tf the Uelle^OAft it fixed to the month Apellsens, die tenth of 
the calends of January (December 93.) i ihe liead of Gainas \mt 
brought to Conftantinople the third of the nonea of Jaxniary (Janu- 
vys*)i in the month Audynseus. 

enemy. 
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CHAP, enemy^ he was flain, with his defperate followers^ 
^^f^[j in the field of battle. Eleven days after the 
A.D.401. naval vifilory of the Hellefpont, the head of 
January 3, Gainas, the ineftimable gift of the conqueror, was 
received at Conftantinople with the xnoft liberal 
exprefiions of gratitude; and the public deliver- 
ance was celebrated by feftiyals and illumina- 
tions. The triumphs of Arcadius became the 
fubje^t of epic poems *° ; and the monarch no 
longer opprefled by any hoftile terrors, refigned 
himfelf to the mild and abfolute dominion of his 
wife the fair and artful Eudoxia ; who has fult 
lied her fame by the perfecutiou of St. John 
Chryfoftom. 
rEieaion After the death of the indolent Ne^larius, the 
and merit fucccffor of Gregory Nazianzen, the church of 
fofto^" Conftantinople was diftrafiled by the ambition of 
A.D.398. rival candidates, who, were not afh^med to folicit, 
^ * * * with gold or flattery, the fuffrage of the people, 
or of the favourite. On this occ^ioQ, Eutropius 
feems to have deviated from his ordinary max- 
ims ; and his uncorrupted judgment was deter* 
mined only by the fuperior merit of a flranger. 
In a late journey into the Eaft^ he had admired 
the fermons of John, a native and prefbyter of 
Antioch, whofe name has been diilinguiihed by 
the epithetof Chryfoftom, or the Golden Mouth*'. 

A pri- 

^ Eufebius Scholafticus acqoited much fame by his poem on tift 
Gothic war, in which he had ferved. ' Near forty years afterwards, 
Ammonius recited another poem on thie fame fuhjeiSty in the prefence 
of the Emper©r Theodofius. See Socrates, 1. yi. c* 6. 

** The fixth book of Socrates, the eighth of Sozomen, and the 
fifth of Theodoret, afford curious and authentic materiaU for the life 
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A private order was difpatched to the governor c H a P» 
of Syria, and as the people might be unwilling xxxn^ 
to refign their favourite preacher, he was tranf- 
ported with fpeed and fecrefy in a pod-chariot^ 
from Antioch to Conftantinople. The unani- 
mous and unfolicited confent of the court, the 
clergy, and the people, ratified the choice of the 
miniiler } and, both as a faint and an orator, 
the new Archbifliop furpafled the fanguine ex- 
pectations of the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family, in the capital of Syria, Chryfof- 
tom had been educated by the care of a tender 
mother, under the tuition of the mpft Ikilful 
mailers. He ftudied the art of rhetoric in the 
fchool of Libanius : and tbat celebrated fophift, 
who foon difcovered the talents of his difciple, 
ingenuoufly confefled that John would have de- 
served to fucceed him, had he not been ftolen 
away by the Chriftians. His piety foon difpofed 



0f Jolm Chryfoftom. Befides thofe geno^al hlftoriansy I have taken 
for my guides the four principal biographers of the faint, i. The 
author of a partial and paflionate Vindication of the Archbifhop of 
Conftantinople^ compofed in the form of a dialogue* and under tht 
name of his zealous partizan» Palladius, bifliop of Helenopolis (Til- 
lemonty Mem. Ecdef. tom.xi. p. 500 — 533')* It is inferted among 
the works of Chryibftom, tom. xiii. p. i — 90. edit. Montfaucon. 
a. The moderate Erafinus (tom. iii. epilt. mcl, p. 1331 — 1347« edit. 
Ludg. Bat.). His vivacity and good fenfe were his own ; his errors, 
m the uncultivated ftate of ecclefiaftical antiquity, were almoft inevi- 
Uble. 3. The learned Tillemont (Mem. Ecclefiaftiques, tom.xi. 
p, I — ^405. 547 — 6a6, &c. &c.) ; who compiles the lives of the faints 
with incredible patience, and religious accuracy. He has minutely 
fearched the voluminous works of Chryfoftom himfelf. 4. Father 
Montfaucon ; who has perufed thefe works with the curious dili- 
gence of an editor, difcovered feyeral new homilies, and again reviewed 
and compofed the Life of Chryfoftom (Opera Chryfoftom. tom. xiii. 
p. 91— 177-> 

him 
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CHAP, him to. 'receive the facrament of baptifm ; to re- 
^^^^^^^°\ nounce the lucrative and honourable profeffion 
of the law, and to bury himfelf in the adjacent 
defert, where he fubdued the lufts of the flefli by 
an auftere penance of fix years. His infirmities 
compelled him to return to the fociety of man* 
kind ; and the authority of Meletius devoted his 
talents to the fervice of the church : but in the 
midfi; of his family, and afterwards on thearchi- 
epifcopal throne, Chryfofl:om ftill perfcvered in 
the praftice of the monadic virtues. The ample 
revenues, which his predeceffors had confumed 
in pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to the 
eftablifhment of holpitals ; and the multitudes, 
who were fupported by his charity, preferred the 
eloquent and edifying difcourfes of their Arch- 
biihop, to the amufements of the theatre, or the 
circus. The monuments of that eloquence, 
which was admired near twenty years at Antioch 
and Conftantinople, have been carefully pre- 
ferved ; and the poffeffion of near one thouiand 
fermons, or homilies, has authorifed the critics^ 
of fucceeding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chryfofl:om. They unanimoufly attri- 
bute to the ChrifUan orator, the free command 
of an elegant and copious language ; the judg- 
ment to conceal the advantages which he derived 

^' As I am almojt a flranger to the voluminous fermons of Cliry- 
{bftora^ I have given my confidence to the two moil judicious and 
moderate of the ecclefiallical critics, Erafmus (torn. iii. p. 1344.)^ 
and Dupin (Bibliotheque £cdefiaftique> torn. iii. p- 38.) : yet the 
good tafte of the former is ibmetimes vitiated by an excelfive love of 
antiquity ; and the good fenfe of the latter is always rellrained by 
prudential confideratxons. 

from 
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from the knowledge of rhetoric and philofophy ; H A P. 
»n inexhauftible fund of metaphors sSfkd fimili- ^^^^ 
tud^, of ideas and images, to vary and illuftrate ^ 
the mod familiar topics ; the happy art of en- 
gaging the paflions in the lervice of virtue ; and 
of expoiing the folly, as well as the turpitude, 
of vice, almofl with the truth and fpiirit of a 
dramatic reprefentation. 

The paftoral labours of the Archbifhop of Hisadim- 
Conftantinople provoked, and gradually united ^^^ 
againft him, two forts of enemies ; the afpiring ieasy 
clergy, who envied his fuccefe, and the obftinate ^^' 
finners, who were offended by his reproofs. 
^ When Chryfoftom thundered, from the pulpit of 
St* Sophia, againft the degeneracy of the Chrit 
tians, his fhafts were fpent among the crowd, 
without wounding, or even marking, the chara6);er 
of any individuaL When he declaimed againft 
the peculiar vices of the. rich, poverty might ob- 
tain a tranfient confolation from his invectives : 
but the guilty were ftill flieltered by their num. 
bers ; and the reproach itfelf was dignified by 
fome ideas of fuperiority and enjoymenti But 
as the pyramid rofe towards the fummitj it in- " " 
fenlibly diminifhed to a point ; and the magi- 
ftrates, the miniftejrs, the favourite eunuchs, the 
ladies of the court -*% the Emprefs Eudoxia 

herfelf, 

^ The femides of Conftantinople diftinguifhed themfelves by thdr 
enmity or their attachment to Chryfoftom. Three noble and opu- 
lent widowS) Marfat Caftricia^ and Eugraphia^ were the leaders of the 
perfecution (Pallad. Dialog, torn* xiii*' p. Z4*)- ^^ ^^ impoifible that 
they ihould forgive a preacher, who reproached their affodUtion to 
conceal, by the emamenta of drt&f their age aiid uglinefs (Pallad* 
p. 27.). Olym^ius, by equal zeal, difpUyed ia a more pious caufe, 

VOL. v. D D has 
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CHAP, heifelf, had a much larger ihare of guilt, to 
^x^n. jiyjijg among a fmaller proportion of criminals. 
The perfbnal applications of the audience were 
anticipated, or confirmed, by the teftimony of 
their own confcience ; and the intrepid preacher 
aflumed the dangerous right of expofing both 
the offence and the offender to the public ab« 
horrence. The fecret refentment of the court 
encouraged the difcontent of the clergy and 
monks of Conftantinople, who were too haftily 
reformed by the fervent zeal of their archbifliop. 
He had condemned, from the pulpit, the domeftic 
females of the clergy of Conftantinople, who, 
under the names of fervants, or fifters, afibrded 
a perpetual occafion either of fin or of fcandal. 
Thefilent andfolitary afcetics, whohadfecluded 
themfelves from the world, were intitled to the 
warmefi^ approbation of Chryfofl;om; but he 
defpifed and iligmatifed, as the difgrace of their 
holy profeflion, the crowd of degenerate monks, 
who, from fome unworthy motives of pleafure or 
profit, fo frequently infefted the ftreets* of the 
capital. To the voice of^perfuafion, the arch- 
bifliop was obliged to add the terrors of autho- 
rity ; and his ardour, in the exercife of eccle- 
fiaftical jurifdi6tion, was not alwa};^ exempt 
from paffion; nor was it always guided by 
prudence. Chryfoftom was naturally of a cho- 
leric difpofition ^. Although he ftruggled, ac- 
cording 

liM obtained the title of Saiat. See 'Hllemoiity Mem. Ecdef. torn. xL 
416 — ^440. 

^ Sozomeoy and more e^jpedally Socntety have defined the real 
chaia^Ur of Chrjribfiom wiUi a tempente and impartial freedom, 

• II very 
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cording to the precepts of the gofpel, to love CHAP, 
his private enemies, he indulged himfelf in the , ^^^^ ^\ 
privilege of hating the enemies of God, and of 
the church ; and his fentiments were fometimes 
delivered with too much energy of countenance 
and exprei&on. He Hill maintained, from fome 
confiderations of health, or abftinence, his for- 
mer habiti^ of taking his repails alone ; and this 
inhofpitable cuftom^^ which his enemies imputed 
to pride, contributed, at lead, to nourifh the 
infirmity of a morofe and unfocial humour. Se- 
parated from that familiar intercourfe, whicl:i 
facilitates the knowledge and the difpatch of 
bufinefs, he repofed an unfulpe6ting confidence 
in his deacon Serapion ; and feldom applied his 
Ipeculative knowledge of human nature to the 
particular characters, either of his dependents, 
or of his equals. Confcious of the purity of his 
intentions, !md perhaps of the fuperiority of his 
genius, the Archbifliop of Conftantinople ex- 
tended the jurifdi6lion of the Imperial city, that 
he might enlarge the Ijphere of his paftoral 
labours; anij the condu6t which the profane 
imputed to an ambitious motive, appeared to 

▼eiy olfenfiTus to hia blind admirers. ThoTe hiflorians lived in the 
next generation) when party violence was abated, and had converfed 
with many perfons intimately acquainted with the virtues and imper* 
fe^ions of the faint. 

^' Palladius (tom. xiiL p. 40} &c.) very ferioufly defends the arch- 
biihop. X. He never tailed wine. %• The weaknefs of his itomach 
required a peculiar diet. 3. Bufinefs, or ftudy, or devotion, often 
kept him failing till fun-fet. 4. He deteiled the noife and levity oj^ 
great dinners. 5. He faved the expence for the ufe of the poor. 
6. He was apprehenfive, in a capital like Conflantinop!e> of the envy 
And reproach of partial invitations.^ < 

D D 2 Chryfof. 
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CHAP. Chryfoftom himfelf in the light of a facred and 
^ - - \ indifpenfable duty. In his vifitation through the 
Afiatic provinces, he depofed thirteen bilhops of 
Lydia and Phrygia ; and indifcreetly declared, 
that a deep corruption of fimony and licentiout 
,nefs had infedled the whole epifcopal order'***. 
If thofe bilhops were innocent, fuch a ralh and 
unjuft condemnation muft excite a well-grounded 
difcontent. If they were guilty, the numerous 
affociates of their guilt would foon difcover, that 
their. own fafety depended on the ruin of the 
archbilhop ; whom they ftudied to reprefent as 
the tyrant of the Eaftern church. . 
Chryfof- This ccclefiaftical confpiracy was managed by 
fe^te/by Theophilus ^% Archbifhop of Alexandria, an ac- 
the Em- tive and ambitious prelate, who difplayed the 
doSi^"' fruits of rapine in monuments of oilentation. 
A^D*402. His national diflike to the riling greatnefs of a 
city, which degraded him from the fecond, to 
the third, rank, in the Chriftian world, was ex- 
afperated by fome perfonal difputes with Chry- 
foftom himfelf^. By the private information of 
the Emprefs, Theophilus landed at Conftantino- 
ple, with a flout body of Egyptian mariners, to 

^^ Chryfoftom declares his free opihioii (totn. ix. hom.m. in AdI 
ApoiloL p. 29.)> that the number. of blihops, who might be fared, 
bore a very fmall proportion to thofe who would be damned. 

*' See Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. torn, xi. p. 441-1-500. 

^' I have purpofeiy omitted the controverfy which arofe among the 
* monks of Egyp^ concerning Origenifm and Antropomorphifm : the 
diffimulation and violence of Theophilus j his artful management of 
the fimplicity of Epiphanius ; the perfecution and flight of the longy 
or tall, brothers ; the ambiguous fupport which they received at 
Conftantinoplc from Chryfoftom, &c. &c. 

encounter 
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encounter the populace J and a train of dependent c H A P. 
bilhops, to fecure, by their voices, the majo- ,^^ ^' 
rity of a fynod. The fynod'*' was convened in 
the fuburb of Chalcedon, furnamed the Oakj 
where Rufinus had ere6led a ftately church and 
monaftery; and their proceedings were continued 
during fourteen days, or feffions. A bifliop and 
a deacon accufed the Archbiftiop of Conftanti- 
nople ; but the frivolous or improbable nature 
of the forty-feven articles which they prefented 
againft him, mayjuftlybe confidered as a fair 
and unexceptionable panegyric. Four fucceflive 
fummons were fignified to Chryfoftom ; but he 
ftili refufed to truft either his perfbn, or his re- 
putation, in the hands of bis implacable enemies, 
who prudently declining the examination of any 
particular charges, condemned his contumacious 
difobedience, and haftily pronounced a fentence 
of depofition. The fynod of the Oak imme- 
diately addrefled the Emperor to ratify and exe- 
cute their judgment, and qharitably infinu^ted, 
that the penalties of treafon might be inflifiled 
on the audacious preacher, who had reviled, 
under the name of Jezebel, the Emprefs Eudoxia 
herfelf. The archbiftiop was rudely arrefted^ 
and conduced through the city, by one of the 
Imperial meflengers, who landed him, after 
a fhort navigation, near the entrance of the 



49 Photius (p. 53—60.) has preferved the original adts of the fynod 
of the Oak ; which deftroy the falfe aflertion, that Chrj^lbftom was 
condemned by no more than thirty-fix bifhops^ of whom twenty-nine 
were Egyptians. Forty-five bilhops fubfciibed lib fentence. See 
Tillemontj Mem. Ecclef. torn. xi. p. 595* 



D D, 3 Euxine ; 
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CHAP. Euxine ; from whence, before the expiration of 
t _-^-/j two days, he was glorioufly recalled. 
Popular The firft aftonifliment of his faithful people had 

o^jftanti- ^^^° mute and paffive : they fuddenly rofe with 
nopie. unanimous and irrefiftible fury. Theophilus 
efcaped } but the promifcuous crowd of monks 
and Egyptian mariners were flaughtered without 
pity in the ftreets of Conftantinople ^^ A fea- 
fonable earthquake juftified the interpoljtion of 
heaven ; the torrent of fedition rolled forwards to 
the gates of the palace ; and the Emprefs, agi- 
tated by fear or remorfe, threw herfelf at the feet 
of Arcadius, and confeffed, that the public lafety 
xould be purchafed only by the reftoration of 
Chryfoftom. The Bofphorus was covered with 
innumerable veffels ; the fliores of Europe and 
Afia were profufely illuminated ; and the accla* 
mations of a vi6lorious people accompanied, from 
the port to the cathedral, the triumph of the 
archbifliop ; who, too eafily, confented to reftime 
the exercife of his fundlions, before his fentence 
had been legally reverfed by the authority of an 
ecclefiaftical fynod. Ignorant, or carelefii, of 
the impending danger, Chryfoftom indulged his 
zeal, or perhaps his refentment ; declaimed with 
jpeculiar afperity againft female vices j and con*. 



^ Palladitts owns (p. ao.)* that If the people of Conftantinople had 
found Theophilusy they would certainly have thrown him into the 
fea. Socrates mentions (L vi. c.17.) a battle between the mob and 
the faiiors of Alexandria^ in which many wounds were givtn» and 
fome liveafVere loft. The maflacre of the monks is obferred only 
by the Pagan Zofimus (1. v. p. z%^^ who ^knowledges that Chry* 
foftom had a fingular talent to lead the illiterate multitude, w ya^ e 

demned 
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demned the profane honours which were ad- c HAP, 
dreffed, almoft in the precin6ls of St. Sophia, to ^^^^*' 
the ftatue of the Eraprefs. His imprudence 
tempted his enemies to inflame the haughty ipirit 
of Eudoxia, by reporting, or perhaps inventing, 
the famous exordium of a fermon, *^ Herodias is 
^* again furious ; Herodias again dances ; Ihe 
" once more requires the head of John ;" an in- 
folent attufion, which as a woman and a fovereign, 
it was impofSble for her to forgive 5'. The fliort 
interval of a perfidious truce was employed to 
concert more effeftual meafures for the dilgrace 
and ruin of the archbiftiop. A numerous coun- 
cil of the Eailern prelates, who were guided from 
a diftanceby theadvice of Theophikis, confirmed 
the validity, without examining the juftice, of 
ihe former fentence ; and a detachment of Bar- 
barian troops was introduced into the city, to 
fupprefs the emotions of the people. On the 
vigil of Eafter, the foletnn adminiftrationofbap- 
tifm was rudely interrupted by the foldiere, who 
alarmed the modefty of the naked catechumens, 
and violated, by their prefence^ the awful myt 
jteries of the Chriftian worfliip. Arfacius occu- 
pied the church of St. Sophia, and the archiepif- 
copal throne. The Catholics retreated to the 
baths of Conftantine, and afterwards to the fields: 
where they were ftill purfued and infulted by the 

" See SocrateS) 1. n. c i9- Bozomeiiy I. Tiii. c. %o. Zo(imu8» 
(1. y. p. 324. 327.) menttons, in general terms, his inve^llves againft 
Eucloxia. Tbe homilyf which begixw with thofe famous words, is 
rejedked as f{>unoiis. Montfaticon, torn. xiii. p. 151. Tillemont, 
Mem. £ccle£ torn. xi. p. 603. 

D D 4 guards^ 
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CHAP, guards, the bifhops, and the magift rates. The 
xxxn. fatal day of the fecond and final exile of Chry- 
foftom was marked by the conflagration of the 
cathedral, of the fenate-houfe, and of the adja- 
cent buildings ; and this calamity was imputed, 
without proof, but not without probability, to 
the defpair of a perfecuted fafilion ''. 
Exflc of Cicero might claim fome merit, if his volun* 
foft^' *^^y banifliment preferved the peace of the re- 
A. D. 404. public 5^ ; but the fubmiffion of Chryfoftom was 
June %q. ^^^ indifpenftble duty of a Chriftian and a fub* 
je6t. Inftead of liftening to his humble prayer, 
that he might be permitted- to reiide at Cyzicus, 
or Nicomedia, the inflexible Emprefs afligned for 
his exile the remote and defolate town of Cu- 
€ufus, among the ridges of Mount Taurus, in 
the LeflTer Armenia. A fecret hope was enter- 
tained, that the archbilhop might perifti in a 
^ difficult and dangerous march of feventy days in 
the heat of fummer, through the provinces of 
Afia Minor, where he was continually threatened 
by the hofl:ile attacks of the Ifaurians, and the 
more implacable fury of the monks. Yet Chry- 
fofl^om arrived in fafety at the place of his con- 
finement ; and the three years, which he fpent 
at Cucufus, and the neighbouring town of Ara- 
biflus, were the laft and moil glorious of his 
life. His gbar»6ler was confecrated by abfence 

9> We might naturally exped fucli# charge fixnn Zbfimus (1. t. 
P* 327O • bu^ ^^ ^ remarkable eiiough» that it ihould be confirmed 
))y Socrates, 1. vL c. 18. and the Pafchal Chronicle, p. 307. 

^3 He difplays thofe fpecious motiTes (Poft Reditum^ c. 13^ 14.) 
}^ the ]iUi|;u<(g« of aa orator and a politician^ 

5 ^^^ 
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and perfecution ; the faults of his adminiftratiori CHAP. 

^ XXX" 



were not long remembered ; but every tongue . '^ 



repeated the praifes of his genius and virtue : 
and the refpeiSlful attentioit of the Chriftian 
world was fixed on ar defert fpot among the 
mountains of Taurus. From that folitude, the 
archbiftiop, whofe a6live mind was invigorated 
by misfortunes, maintained a ftridl and frequent 
correfpondence*^ with the moll diftant provinces; 
exhorted the leparate congregation of his faith- 
ful adherents to perfevere in their allegiance ; 
urged the deftru6lion of the temples of Phoenicia, 
and the extirpation of herefy in the Me of Cy- 
prus ; extended his paftoral care to the miffions 
. of Perfia and Scythia; negociated, by his ambaf- 
fadors, with the Roman pontiff, and the Emperor 
Honorius ; and boldly appealed, from a partial 
fynod, to the fupreme tribunal of a free and ge- 
neral council. The mind of the illuftrious- exile 
was ftill independent ; but his captive body was 
expofed to the revenge of the oppreflj^rs, who 
continued to abufe the name and authority of 
Arcadius ", An order was difpatched for the 

inftant 

^ Two hundred and forty-two of the epiftles of Chryfoftom are 
ftill extant (Opera, tom.iii. p.5a8-»i-736.). They are addrefled to 
a great variety of perfons, and fhew a firmnefs of mind, much fuperlor 
to that of Cicero in his exile. The fourteenth epiftle contains a 
curious narratire of the dangers of his journey. 

55 After the exile of Chryfoftom, Theophilus publilhed an enormous 
^d horrible volume againft him, in which he perpetually repeats th^ 
polite expreilions of hoftem humanitatis, facrilegorun^ principera, 
immundum damonem ; he aflfirms, that John Chryfoftom had de- 
livered his foul to be adulterated by the devil ; and wiihes that fome 
farther puniihment, adequate (if pofEble) to the magnitude of hi^ 
crimes^ may be inflidted on him* Su Jeroxo; at the requeft of his 

friwd 
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CHAP, inftant removal of Chryfoftom to the extreme 
^^Ij defert of Pityus : and his guards fo faithfully 
obeyed their cruel inftrudlions, that, before he 
His death, reached the fea-coaft of the Euxine, he expired 
&p?. 14/' ^^ Comana, in Pontus, in the fixtieth year of his 
age. The fucceeding generation acknowledged 
his innocence and merit. The archbifliops of 
the Eail, who might blu(h that their predeceflbrs 
had been the enemies of Chryfoftom, were gra- 
dually difpofed, by the firmnefs of the Roman 
pontifi*, to reftore the honours of that venerable 
His relics name ^*. At the pious folicitation of the clergy 
toC^^n^ and peoplfe of Conftantinople, his relics, thirty 
tinopie, years after his death, were tranfported from their 
A. D. 438, obfcure fepulchre to the royal city ". The Em- 
' *^* peror Theodofius advanced to receive them as 
far as Chalcedon ; and, falling proftrate on the 
coffin, implored, in the name of his guilty pa- 
rents, Arcadius and Eudoxia, the forgiveneis of 
the injured faint *^ 

friend Theophilus, tranilated this edifying perfohnsuice from Greek 
into Latin. See Facundus Hermiam Defei^. pro liL Capitul. l.vi. 
cj. pul>liihed bySirmond. Openif torn. ii. p..595t 59^9 597* 

** His name was inferted by his fucceflbr Atticus in the Dyptics 
of the church of Conftantinople^ A.D. 418* Ten years afterwards 
he was revered as a faint. Cyrily who inherited the place^ and the 
pafiionsy of his uncle^ Theophilus, yielded with much relu<5lance« 
See Facund. Hermian. 1. 4. c. t • Tillemonty Mem. Ecdef. torn. xiv. 
p.a77_»83. 

*' Socratesy I. yii. c.45. Theodoret. I. v. c.36. This event recon- 
ciled the Joannitesy who had hitherto refufed to acknowledge his 
fuccefibrs. During his lifettmey the Joannites w«re refpedted by the 
Catholics* as the true and orthodox commmuon of Conftantinople. 
Their obftinacy gradually drove them to the brink c£ fchifm. 

^' According to fome accounts (BaroniuBy Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 
43S. N^ 9» lo.)) the £mperor was forced to fend a letter of invitation 
and excufes» bdbre the body of the ceremonious faiat could be moved 
from Comana. 

Yet 
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Yet a reafonable doubt may be entertained, chap. 
whether any ftain of hereditary guilt could be xx3m.^ 
derived from Arcadius to his fucceflbr. Eudoxia The death 
wasayoungand beautiful woman, who indulged ^^^*' 
her paflions, and deipifed her hufband : Count aj).4o8, 
John enjoyed, at leaft^ the familiar confidence Mayi. 
of the Empreis : and. the public named him a» 
the real faliier of Theodofius the younger^'. The 
birth of a fon was accepted, however, by the 
pious hufband, as an event the mod fortunate 
and honourable to himfelf, to his family, and to 
the Eaftern world : and the royal infant, by an 
unprecedented favour, was invefted with the 
titles of Csefar and Auguftus. In lefs than four 
years afterwards, Eudoxia, in the bloom of youth, 
was deftroyed by the confequences of a mifcar- 
riage ; an4 this untimely death confounded the 
prophecy of a holy bifliop% who, amidft the 
univerCdjoy, had ventured to foretel, that flie 
fliould behold the long and aufpicious reign of 
her glorious fon. The Catholics applauded the 
juftice of heaven, which avenged the perfecution 
of St. Chryfoftom; and perhaps the Emperor was 



^ Zofimiuy 1. V. p. 3x5. The diaftity ci an empids ihoiild not 
be impeached without producing a witneik ; but it is aftonifhing» that 
the witneis ihould write and live under a prince^ whole legitimacy he 
dared to attack. We muft fuppofe that his hiftory was a party libel» 
privately read and circulated by the Pagans. liHemont (H^ des 
Empereuny torn. v. p. 784.) is not averfe to brand the reputation of 
Eudoxia. 

^ Porphyry of Gaza. Hiszealwastnmfported by the order which 
be had obtained for the dffAru5bon of eight Pagan temples of that city. 
See the curious detaib of his life (Barooius^ A. D. 401. N* 17 — ^51.) 
originally written in Greeks or perhaps in Syriac^ by a monky one of 
Us favourite deacoiM. 

the 
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CHAP, the only perfon who fincerely bewailed the lofs 
xxxii. of the haughty and rapacious Eudoxia. Such a 
domeftic misfortune affli6led him more deeply 
than the public calamities of the Eafl^'; the 
licentious excurfions, from Pontus to Paleftine, 
of the Ifaurian robbers, whofe impunity accufed 
the weaknefs of the government; and the earth- 
quakes, the conflagrations, the famine, and the 
flights of loCuft8*% which the popular difcontent 
was equally difpofed to attribute to the incapa- 
city of the monarch. At length, in the thirty- 
firfl; year of his age, after a reign (if we may 
abufe that word) of thirteen years three months 
and fifteen days, Arcadius expired in the palace 
of Conftantinople. It is impoffible to delineate 
his chara6ler : lince, in a period very copioufly 
furniihed with hifl:orical materials, it has not 
been poflible to remark one a6lion that properly 
belongs to the fon of the great Theodofius. 
His fup- The hifl:orian Procopius ^* has indeed illumi- 
^g^j^ ^ *" nated the mind df the dying Emperor with a ray 
of human prudence, or celefl^ial wifdom. Arca- 
dius confidered, with anxious forefight, the help- 
lefs condition of his fon Theodofius, who was no 
more than feven years of age, the dangerous fac- 
tions of a minority, and the afpiring fpirit of 



*' PhiloJftorg. I. xi. c. 8. and Godefroy, Diflertat. p. 45 7. 

•* Jerom (tom.vi, p. 73.76*) defcribes, in lively colours^ the 
regular and defiru^ve inarch of the locufts) which fpread a dark 
cloud'9 between heaven and earth> over the land of Paleftine. Seafon* ' 
able winds fcattered them> partly into the Dead Sea» and partly into 
the Mediterranean. 

•^ Pi-ocopius, de Bell. Perfic. 1. i. c. a. p. 8« edit. Louvre. 

Jezdegerd, 
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Jezdegerd, the Perfian monarch. Inftead of c h A p. 
tempting the allegiance of an ambitious fubje6l, 
by the participation of fupreme power, he boldly 
appealed to the magnanimity of a king ; and 
placed, by a folemn teilament, the fceptre of the 
Eall in the hands of Jezdegerd himfelf. The 
royal guardian accepted and difcharged this ho- 
nourable truft with unexampled fidelity; and 
the infancy of Theodofius was prote6led by the 
arms and councils of Perfia. Such is the An- 
gular narrative of Procopius ; and his veracity 
is not difputed by Agathias% while he prelumes 
to diffentfrom his judgment, and to arraign the wif- 
dom of a Chriflian emperor, who fo rafhly, though 
fo fortunately, committed his fon and his domi« 
nions to the unknown faith of a (tranger, a rivals 
and a heathen. At the diflance of hundred 
and fifty years, this political queftion might be de- 
bated in the court of Juilinian ; but a prudent 
hiftorian will refufe to examine ihe propriety ^ 
till he has afcertained the truths of the tefi:ament 
of Arcadius. As it Hands without a parallel in 
the hiftory of the world, we may juftly require, 
that it fliould be attefled by the pofitive and una- 
nimous evidence of contemporaries. The ftrange 
novelty of the event, which excites our diftruft, 
mull have attra6led their notice ; and their uni- 



** Agatlua?, 1. ir. p. 136, 137. Although he confeifes the preva- 
lence of the tradition, he aflerts that Procopius was the firft who had 
committed it to writing. Tillcmont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. vi. 
P- 597O argues very fenfibly on the merits of this fable. His criticifm 
was not warped by any ecclefiaftical authority : both Procopius and 
Agathias are half Pagans. 

• verfal 
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CHAP, verfal filence annihilates the vain tradition of 
xxxii. the fucceeding age* 

Admini- I'he maxiois of Roman jurifprudence, if they 
ftration of could be fairly transferred from private property 
miu»r *^ public dominion, would have adjudged to the 
A.D. Emperor Honorius the guardianihip of his ne- 
408— 415- phew, till he had attained, at lead, the fourteenth 
year of his age. But the weaknefs of Honorius, 
and the calamities of his reign, difqualified him 
from profecuting this natural claim ; and fuch 
was the abfolute feparation of the two monar- 
chies, both in intereft and affedtion, that Con- 
ilantinople would have obeyed, with lefs reluc- 
tance, the orders of the Perfian^ than thofe of 
the Italian, court. Under a prince, Whofe 
weaknefs is difguifed by the external iigns of 
manhood and difcretion, the moft worthlefs 
favourites may fecretly difpute the empire of the 
palace ; and di6late to fubmiffive provinces the 
commands of a mailer, whom they dire^ and 
defpife. But tiie minifters of a child, who is 
incapable of arming them with the &n€tion of 
the royal name, mud acquire and exerciie an 
independent authority. The great officers of 
the date and army, who had been appointed 
before the death of Arcadius, formed a^ arifto- 
cracy, which might have infpired thenlwith the 
idea of a free republip j and the government of 
the Eaflern en^pire was fortunately aiTumed by 
the prflsfedt Anthemius *% who obtained, by his 
' fuperior 

^^ Socratesy 1. vii. c. i. Anthemius was die grandfon of Pliilip» 
oae of the miniAers of Confiantius, and the grandfather of the Em- 
peror 
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Tuperior abilities, a lading afcendant over the c H A P. 
minds of his equals. The fafety of the young ^^' 
Emperor proved the merit and integrity of An- 
themius : and his prudent firmnefs fuflained the 
force and reputation of an infant reign. Uldin, 
with a formidable hoft of Barbarians, was en- 
camped in the heart of Thrace : he proudly re- 
jedled all terms of accommodation ; and pointing 
to the riling fun, declared to the Roman ambaf- 
fadors, that the courfe of that planet ihould 
alone terminate the conquefts of the Huns. But 
the defertipn of his confederates, who were pri- 
vately convinced of the juftice and liberality of 
the Imperial minifters, obliged Uldin to repafs 
the Danube : the tribe of the Scyrri, which 
compofed his rear^guard, was almoft extirpated; 
and many thoufand captives were dilperfed to 
cultivate, with fervile labour, the fields of Afia^» 
In the midft of the public, triumph, Conftanti- 
nople was protected by a ftrong inclofure of new 
and more extenfive walls ; the fame vigilant care 
was applied to reflore the fortifications of the 
lUyrian cities : and a plan was judicioufly con- 
ceived, which, in the fpace of feven years, would 
have fecured the command of the Danube, by 
eftablifliing on that river a perpetual fleet of two 
hundred and fifty armed veffels ^\ 

^eror Antihemliu. After his return from the Perfian eaabsJfyf he was 
appointed conful and Praetorian prsefedl of the Baft, in the year 405 ; 
and held the prsefeAure about ten years. See his honours and prai&s 
in Godefroy» Cod. Theod. torn. vi. p. 350. Tillemonty Hift. des 
Emp. tom.vL p.X9&c. 

^ Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 5. He faw fome Scyrri at work near Mount 
Olympusy inBithynia^and cherifhed the vain hope thatthofe captives 
were die laft of the nation. 

^ Cod. Theod. 1. vii« tit. xrii. 1. kv. tit. i. leg. 49. 

But 



4i6 

CHAP. 
XXXU. 

Charafter 
and admi- 
niftration 
ofPul- 
cheria» 

A.D. 
414—453. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

But the Romans had fo long been accuftomed 
to the authority of a monarch, that the firft, 
even among the females, of the Imperial family, 
who dilplayed any courage or capacity, was per- 
mitted to afcend the vacant throne of Theodo- 
fius. His lifter Pulcheria*% who was only two 
years older than himfelf, received, at the age of 
fixteen, the title of Augvfta ; and though her 
favour might be Ibmetimes clouded by caprice or 
intrigue, flie continued to govern the Eaftern 
empire near forty years ; during the long mino- 
rity of her brother, and, after his death, in her 
own name, and in the name of Marcian, her 
nominal hufbahd. From a motive, either of pru- 
dence, or religion, fhe embraced a life of celi- 
bacy; and notwithftanding fome afperfions on 
the chaftity of Pulcheria% this refolution, which 
Ihe communicatee! to her fifters Arcadia and 
Marina, was celebrated by the Chriftian world, 
as the fublime effort of heroic piety. In the pre- 
fence of the clergy and people, the three daugh- 
ters of Arcadius '"* dedicated their virginity to 
God ; and the obligation of their folemn vow 



^" Sozomen has filled three chapters with a magnificent panegyric 
of Pulcheria (I. ix, c. i, 3, 3.) ; and Tillcmont (Memoires Eccled 
torn. XV. p. 171 — 184.) has dedicated a feparate article to the honour 
of St. Pulcheria, virgin and eihprefs. 

^ Suidas (Excerpta, p. 68. in Script. Byzant.) pretends, on the 
credit of the Neftorians, that Pulcheria was exafperated againft theit 
founder, becaufe he cenfured her connexion witH the beautiful 
Paulinus, and her inceft with her brother Theodofiu?. 

'• See Ducange, Famil. Byzantin. p. 70. FlacciUa, the eldeft 
daughter, either died before Arcadius, or, if^^ lived till the year 431 
(Marcellin. Chron.), fome defeA of mind- or body muft have excluded 
. her from the honours of her rank. . 



was 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 417 

vrai^iofcribedon a tablet ofgold and gems; which CHAP, 
they publicly ofiered in the great church of Con- ^^^^* 
ilantinople. Their palace was converted into a 
nionaftery j and all males, except the guides of 
their confciehce, the faints who bad forgotteft 
the diflin3;ion of fexes, were fcrupuloufly ex- 
cluded from the holy threfliold. Palcheria, her 
two^fiilers, and a chofen train of favourite dam- 
fels,. formed a religious community : they re*- 
nounced the vanity of drefe ; interrupted, by 
frequent fafts, their iimple and frugal diet; 
allotted a portion of their time to works of em- 
broidery ; and devoted feveral hours of the day 
and night to the exercifea of prayer and pfalmody. 
The piety of a Chriftian virgin was adorned by 
the zeal and liberality of ail emprefs. Eccle- 
fiailical hiilory defcribes the iplendid churches^ 
whicl^were built at the expence of Pulcheria, in 
all the provinces of the Eaft; her charitiable 
foundations for the benefit .of ft rangers and the 
poor ; the ample donations which (he affigned 
for the perpetual maintenance of monaftic fo^ 
cieties^ and the aftive feverity with which (he 
laboured to fupprefs the oppofite herefies of 
Neftorius and Eutyches. Such virtues were fup- 
pofed to defwe the peculiar favoUr of the 
Deity : and the relics of martyrs, as well as the 
knowledge of future events, were communicated 
in vifions and revelations to the Imperial faint ". 

Yet 

" She was admomlhedy by repeated dreamB, of the place where the. 
relks of the forty martyrs had been buried. The ground had fuc- 
ceffively belonged to the houle and garden of a womin of Cotiftanti- 

yoL.v. X s nople. 
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CHAP, yet the devotion of Palcherianeirer diverted her 
^^1^^ iode&tigable attention irom temporal affidis ^ 
and {he alone among all the defcendants of the 
great Theodoiius, appears to have inherited ai^ 
ihare of his manly Ipirit and abilities. The ele» 
gant and familiar ufe which flie had acquired, 
both of the Greek and Latin languages, was 
readily applied to the various occafions of ^eak> 
ing, or writing, on public bufinefi ; her deliberaii 
tions were maturely weighed ; her aftions were 
prompt and decifive; and, while ihe moved 
without noife or oftentation the wheel of govern- 
ment, flie difcreetly attributed to the genius of 
the Emperor, the long tranquillity oi his re^. 
In the laft years of bis peaceful life, Europe was 
indeed afflicted by the arms of Attila ; but the 
more extenfive provinces of Afia ftill continued 
to enjoy a profound and permanent repofe. 
TheoddSus the younger was nevo: reduced to 
the di%raceful neceffity of encountering and 
puniflring a rebellious fubje6t: and fince we 
cannot applaud the vigour, fome praife may be 
due to the mildnefi, and prosperity, of the admi* 
niftration of Pulcheria« 
Unattian The Roman world was deeply interefted in the 
naerof ^^^catiou of its mafter. A rc^lar courfe of 
Theodo- ftudy and exercife was judicioufly inftituted ; c£ 

ftui the 

» ■* 

nftple, toa monaftery of Macedonian monksy and to a diwdi of fk^^ 
Thyxiu8> eredUd by Caefariu8» who was confiil A. D. 397 ; and die 
rnemoiy of the relics was almoft obliterated. NotwitUbnding the 
charitable wiihes of Dr. Jortin (Remarks, torn. tv. p. a34.> it is not. 
eafy to acquit Ptdcheria of fome fhare in tbe piova frand ; which maft 
have been tranla^ed when % vras more than fivMUKUhirty ymm 
of age» 

the 
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the military exercifei erf* riding, and fluioting c H A ?« 
with the bow ; of the liberal ftudies of grammar^ xxxn. 
rhetoric, andphilofi>phy: the moftfkilful mailers ^ 
of the Eaft ambitioufly fdicited the attention of 
their royal pupil ; and feveral noble youths were 
introduced into the palace, to animate his dH&i 
gence by the emulation of friendlbip. Pulcheria 
alcme diicharged the important talk, of inftrufting 
her brother in the arts of government ; but hec 
precepts may countenance fome fufpicioo of the 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her 
intentions. She taught him to maintain a grave 
and majeftic deportment ; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to ieat himfelf on his throne, in a manner 
worthy of a great prince ; to abftain from laugh- 
ter; to liflen with condefcenfion ; to return fuit* 
able anfwers ; to aflume, by turns, a ferious or 
a placid countenance ; in a word, to reprefent 
with grace and dignity the external figure of a 
Roman emperor. But Theodofius^* was never 
excited to fupport the weight and glory of an 
illuftrious name ; and inftead of afpiring to imi* 
tate his anceftors, he degenerated (if we may 



^ There IS a remarkabfe difference between tlie two ecclefiaflical 
htfioriaiitf wboingeneffdbear (bclolearefiniiblance. Soxomeii (Luc 
c s.) aicribes to Puldieria the government of the empire^ and the 
education of her brother; whom he fiercely con4efcend» to pratfe. 
Soeratesy though he affeAedly diichim all hopes of hwout at hxan, 
compofet an elaborate panegyric on the Emperor, and cantioiifly fup- 
prefles the merits of his filler (!• viL c. a«« 40*). Fhiloftofgios (L za. 
.0 7.)expBefla;the ipfhienBe of Polchcsia in geotle and courtly huigtiag€^ 
voK /90t0i^iK»f <m/MMNrti$ vTfiftnifitjm wou haAvwau, Suidas (Excerpt. 
P*53') ^ves a true chaia^lef of Theodofius ; and I h^ye followed the 
cxaitipte of Tillemoot (tnok vu p. %$•) '^ bottovinf fixroe trok* 
kom the modem Greeks. 



c E 2 prefiune 
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CHAP, prefume to meafure the degrees of incapacity) 
below the weaknefs of his father and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Honorius had been affifted by the 
guardian care of a parent, whole leflTons were 
enforced by his authority, and example. But the 
imfortunate prince, who is born in the purple, 
mull remain a ftranger to the voice of truth ; 
and the fon of Arcadius was condemned to pafs 
his perpetual infancy, encompaffed only byafer. 
vile train of women and eunuchs. The ample 
leifure, which be acquired by negle6ling the ef- 
fential duties of his high office, was filled by idle 
amufements, and unprofitable ftudies. Hunting 
was the only a6live purfiiit that could tempt him 
teyopd the limits of the palace ; but he moil 
affiduoufly laboured, fometimes by the light of a 
midnight lamp, in the mechanic occupations of 
painting and carving j and the elegance witk 
which he tranfcribed religious books, entitled 
the Roman emperor to the lingular epithet of 
CalligrapfieSj or a fair writer. 'Separated from 
the world by an. impenetrable veil, Theodofius 
trufted the perfons. whom he loved j be loved 
thofe who were accullomed to amufe and flatter 
his indolence ; and as he never perufed the pa- 
pers that were prefented for the royal fignature, 
the aiSls of injuftice the moll repugnant to his 
charafter, were frequently perpetrated in his 
name. The Empero.r himfelf was challe, tem- 
perate, liberal, and merciful; but thefe qua- 
lities, which can only deferve the name of 
virtues, when they are fupported by courage, and 

4 regulated 
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regulated by difcretioii, were feldom beneficial, c hap. 
and they foinetimes proved mifchievous, to man- .^^^^ 
kind. His mind, enervated by a royal educa- 
tion, was oppreffed and degraded by abje6l 
fuperftition : he fafted, he fung.pfalms, he blindly 
accepted the miracles and do^rines with which , 
his faith was continually nourilhed. Theodo- 
fius devoutly worihipped the dead and living 
faints of the Catholic church ; and he once re- 
fufed to eat, till aii infolent monk, who had caft 
-an excommunication on his fovereign, conde- 
fcended to heal the fpiritual wound which he 
had infiifiled 7?. 

The ftory of a fair and virtuous maiden, ex- charaAer 
alted from a private condition to the Imperial and advcq. 
throne, might be deemed an incredible romance, ]^^j^^_ 
if fuch a romance had not been verified in the prefs Eu- 
marriage of Theodoljus. The celebrated Athe- ^^^'jy 
.nais '* was educated by her father Leontius in the 411—460. 
religion and fciences of the Greeks ; and fo ad- 
vantageous was th^ opinion which the Athenian 
{ihilofopher entertained pf his contemporaries, 

" Theodoret, 1. v. c. 37. The Bifhop of Cyrrhus, one of the firft 
men of his age for his learning and piety, applauds the obedience of 
•Tbeodofius to the divine laws. 

'4 Socrates (l.vii. c. ai.) mentions her name.(Athenais, the daugh- 
ter of Leontius, an Athenian fophift), her baptifm, marriage, and 
poetical genius. The moft ancient account of her hiftory is in John 
Malala (part. ii. p.acai. edit. Venet. 1743) and iu the Pafchal 
Chronicle (p. 311, 31a.)' Thofe authors had probably feen 
original pidtures of the Eraprefs Eudocia. The modern Greeks, 
Zonaras, Cedrenus, &c. have difplayed the love, rather than the talent, 
of fi<5lion. From Nicephorus, indeed, I have ventured to.aflume her 
• age. The >vriter of a romance would not have imagined, that 
Athenais was near twenty-eight years old when ihe inflajned the 
heart of a young emperor. 

E E 3 that 
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CHAP, that be divided his palximotiy between his tw# 
xxxn. ^jijg^ bequeathing to his daughter a finall legacy 
t^one hundred pieces of gold, in the lively cob- 
fidence that her beauty and merit would be a 
fufficient portion. The jealoufy and avarice of 
her brothers foon compelled Athenais to feek a 
refuge at Conftantinople ; and, with fbme hopes, 
either of juftice or favour, to throw herfelf at 
the feet of Pulcheria. That fagacious princels 
liftened to her eloquent complaint ; and fecretly 
deftined the daughter of the philofbpher Leon- 
tius for the future wife of the Emperor of the 
£aft, who had now attained the twentieth year 
of his age. She eafily excited the-curiofity of her 
brother ; by an interefting pi^lure of the charms 
of Athenais ; large eyes, a well-proportioned 
nofe, a fair complexion, golden locks, a flender 
peribn, a graceful demeanour, an underftandiog 
improved by ftudy, and a virtue tried by diftrefe. 
Tbeodofius, concealed behind a curtain in the 
ttpartment of his (ifter, was permitted to behold 
the Athenian virgin : the modeft youth imme- 
diately declared his pifre and honourable love; 
and the royal nuptials were celebrated amidftthe 
acclamations of the capital and the provinces. 
Athenais, who was eafily perfuaded to renounce 
the errors of Paganifm, received at her baptifin 
the Chriftian name of Eudocia : but the cautious 
Pulcheria withheld the title of Augufta, till the 
wife of Tbeodofius had approved her fruitfulnefs 
by the birth of a daughter, who eipoufed, fifteen 
years afterwards, the Emperor of the Weft. The 

1 6 brothers 
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hro/AevB of Eiidocia obeyed, with fome aniiety, e h A P4 
^ her Imperial fummans; but as flie could eafily ,j^^^ 

forgive their fortunate unkindnefs, flte indulged 
the tendernefi, or perhaps the vanity, of a fifter, 
2 by promoting them to the rank of oonfuls and 

t praefe£ts. In the luxury of the palace, ihe ftill 

!r cultivated thofe ingenious arts, which had con<* 

k tributed to her greatnefi ; and wifely dedicated 

c her talents to the honour of neligion, and of h^ 

hufband. Eudocia composed a poetical para#- 
phrafe of the firft eight books of the Old Tei; 
[I tament, and of the pn^hedea of Daniel aii4 

t!i i^chariah ; a cento of the verfes of Homer, ap^ 

r, plied to the life and miracle^ of Chrift, the legend 

fi of St. Cyprian, and a panegyric on the Perfian 

^ viftories of Theodofius : and her writings, which 

|< .were applauded by a fervile and fuperftitious age, 

^ have not been diGiained by the candour of im^ 

partial criticifm '^ The fondnefi of the Emperor 
; was not abated by time and pofleffion ; and Eu;- 

^ docia, after the marriage of her daughter, was 

r; permitted to difcharge her grateful vows by a io- 

^ lemn pOgrimage to Jeruialem. Her ofteotatious 

f>rogrefs through the Eaft may feem inconfiftent 
with the fpirit of Chriftian humility : (he pro* 
nounced, from a throne of gold and gems, an 
^qii^nt oration to the ienateof Antioch,declared 

^ Socratesy 1. viL c. ai. Fhodus^ p. 4x3—440. The Homeric 
jfcato is fiill extanty. and has been repeated^ pnotedt but the daim of 
JSudoda to that infipid perfonnance is diluted by the critics* Sep 
FabriciuS} Kblioth. Graec. torn. L p. 357* The iinvim a miicella- 
#6008 di^oaiy of hsftdrf and hkhf mm compiled by amither emprda 
«if the same of Eudociat who lived ia the deventh ceotvrys aad the 
' widsiafiittcitafttiaiwiHiicript. 

£E 4 her 



V. 



424 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP her royal intention of enlarging the wdls of 
^^?\ tb^ city, beftowed a donative of two hundired 
pounds of gold to reftore the public baths, and 
accepted the ftatues, which were decreed by the 
gratitude of Antioch. In the Holy Land, her 
alms and pious foundations exceeded the muni- 
ficence of the great Helena ; and though the 
public treafure might be impoveriflied by this 
exqeflive liberality, (he enjoyed the confcious 
fatislfa6tiori of returning to Conftantinople with 
the chains of St. Petter, the right arm of St. Ste- 
phen, and an undoubted pi6ture of the Virgin, 
painted by. St. Luke ^\ But this pilgrimage was 
the fatal term of the glories of Eudocia. Satiated 
with empty pomp, and unmindful, perhaps, 
of her obligations to Pulcheria, flie ambitioufly 
afpired to the government of the Eaftern empire: 
•the palace was diftra6led by female difcord j but 
the yi6lory was at laft decided, by the fuperior 
aicendant of the fifter of Theodbfius. The exe- 
cution of* Paulin us, mailer of the offices, and 
the di%race of Cyrus, Praetorian prsefefit of the 
Sail, convinced the public, that the favour of 
Eudocia was infufficient to protect her moil faith- 
''ful friends: and the uncommon beauty of Pau- 
linus encouraged the fecret rumour, that hi& guilt 
was that of a fuccefsful lover ". As foon as the 

Emprefe 

'* Baronius ,("^'*"?1« Ecclef. A. D. 438, 439») w copious and 
florid ; but he is accnfed of placing the lies of different ages on the 
fame level of authenticity. 

" In this fhort view of the difgrace of Eudocia, I have imitated the 
caution of Evagrius (1. i. c. 21 ), and Count Marcellinus (in'Chron. 
A. D. 440 and 444). The two authentic diites affigaed by the 

latter, 
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fimprefs ipecoeiveA that the aflfeaioa of Theo- c H ap» 
dofius was irretrievably loft, flie requefted the . _ . 
permiiSoii of retiring to the diftant folitude of 
Jerufalem. She obtained her requeft. ; but the 
jealoufy of ^Phepdofius, or the vindifitive fpirit of 
Pulcheria^'purfued her in her laft retreat ; and 
Saturninus, count of the domeftics, was direfted 
-to punifh with death two ecclefiaftics, her moft 
favoured fervants. Eudocia inftantly revenged 
ihem by the afiaffination of the count : the furi- 
ous pailions, which fhe indulged on this fufpicibus 
occaiion, feemed to juftify the feverity of Theo- 
dofius ; and the Emprefs, ignominioufly ftript of 
the honours of her rank '% was difgfaced, per- 
haps unjuftly, in the eyes of the world. The 
Temainderof the life of Eudocia, about fixteeu 
years, was l|)ent in exile and devotion •; and the 
approach of age, the death of Theodofius, the 
misfortunes of her only daughter, who was led a 
captive from Rome to Carthage, and the fociety 
of the Holy Monks of Paleftine, infenfibly con- 
firmed the religious temper of her mind. After 
a full experience of the viciflitudes of hhman 
life, the daughter of the philofopher Leon tins 
expired, at Jerufalem, in the fixty-feventh yeax 
of her age j protefting, with her dying breath. 



latter» overturn a great part of the Greek ficSlions ; and the celebrated 
ftory of the appie^ fee, is fit only for the Arabian Nights^ where Come* 
. thing not very unlike it may be found. 

^^ Frifcus (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 69.) a contemporary^ and a 
courtier, drily mentfons her Pagan and Chcii^siki name^ without 
jMlding any title of honour or rcfpedl. 

that 
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CHAP, that Ihe had never tam^refibd the iHiiiods of 

auufciL innocence aod firiendftip '♦. 

The Per- The gentle mind of Theodcdtus iran nevtr 

1^]^*^'^^ inflamed by the ambition of conqueft, or military 
' renown ; and the flight alarm of a Perfian war 
fcarcely interrupted the tranquillity of the Eaft. 
The motives of this war were juil and honourable. 
In the lafl; year of the reign of Jezdegerd, tbe 
fuppofed guardian of Theodofius, a bifliop, who 
aQ>ired to the crown of martyrdom, deflxoyed one 
€f£ the fire-templea c^ Sufa '^ His zeal and obfti- 
nacy were revenged on his brethren : the Magi 
excited a crud paiecution ; and the intoleraot 
zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by hts fen Vara- 
ranesy or Bahram, who foon afterwards a&ended 
the tlirone. Some Chriftian fugitives, who 
eicaped to the Roman frontier, were fternlj 
demanded, and generoufly refu&d ; and the 
refufaJ, a^ravated by commercial diiputes, fooo 
kindled a war between the rivdl monarchies. The 
mountains of Armenia^ and the plains of Me& 

^ For the two p^fpaamgeB ef £iidodt» and ber long refidenceit 
Jerufalem, her deyotion» alms» &c. iee Socrates (1. vii« c. 47«)» ^ 
Evagriiis, (i. i. c. ao, ai, aa.). The Pafchal Chronicle may foIn^ 
timet deferve regard $ andy in the domeftic hiibry of Antiocli} Jdv 
Malala becomes a writer of good authority. The Abbe Guenee» in 
a memoir on the fertility of ^efiiney of which I have only (eea afi 
«ztra^, calculates the gifts ef Eudocia at ao^SS pounds of ffA^ 
above 8oo>ooo pounds ^ling. 

^ ThcodoMtt I ▼• c. 39. Tillemfifit» Mem* EcsM, tom.jii' 
p. 356 — 364. Aflemanni, BiUiofe OrientaL torn. iiL p* 39^* 
tom. iv. p. 6z« Theodoret blames the raflmefs of Abdas^ but eztoli 
the confiaiicy «f liia mirtyrdom* Yet I do not cltariy un^erfiao^ 
ilie cafiiiAiy whidh MlulMts our rqairing the damage which we bvt 
unlawfully committ^ ' 

potamia. 
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potamia, were filled with facftSe armies ; but the c JMl F« 
operations of two fucceffive campaigns were ,^*^^^*^ 
not produftive of any decifive or memorable 
events. Some engagements were fought, fome 
towns were befieged, with various and doubtful 
fuccefs; and if the Romans failed- in their at* 
tempt to recover the long loft pofleffion of Ni- 
fibis, the Perfians were repulfed firom the walls 
of a Mefopotamian city, by the valour of a mar* 
tial biihop, who pointed his thundering engine 
in the name of St. Thomas the Apoftle. Yet the 
fplendid victories, which the incredible fyeed of 
the meflenger Palladius repeatedly announced 
to the palace of Conftantinople, were celebrated 
with feftivals and panegyrics. From thefe pane* 
gyrics the *' hiftorians of the age might borrow 
their extraordinary, and perhaps fabulous, tales i 
g( the proud challenge of a Ferfian hero, who 
was entangled by the net, and difpatched by the 
fword, of ArebbindustheGoth ; of the ten thou- 
&nd ImmortalSj who were (lain in the attack of 
the Roman camp ; and of the hundred thou&nd 
Arabs, or Saracens, who w^re impelled by a 
panic terror to throw themfelves headlong into 
the Euphrates. Such events may be difbelieved 
or difregarded; but the charity of a bifliop, 
Acacius of Amida, whofe name might have dig- 
nified the faintly calendar, (hall not be loft in 
oblivion. Boldly declaring that vafes of gold 
and filver are u&lefs to a God who neither eats 



** Socrates (Lvii. c. 189 19, »o» %i.) » the bcft author far di0 
Perfian war. We may likewife confuk tke tiwre Chxx>iiick9» tii« 
Pafchal, and thaft of MarcdliBiK and MaJali. 

nor 
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c H A F. nor drinks^ the generoua prelate fold tbe plate of 
^^^^- the church of Amida ; employed the price in the 
redemption of feven tboufand Perfian captives; 
fupplied their wants with affectionate liberality ; 
and difmifled them to their native country, to in- 
form the King of the true fpirit of the religion 
which he perfecuted. The practice of benevo- 
lencein the midft of war muft always tend to af- 
fuage the animofity of contending nations ; and 
I wifli to perfuade myfelf, that Acacius contri- 
bated to the reftoration of peace. In the con- 
ference which was held on. the limits of two 
empires, the Roman ambafTadors degraded tbe 
perfoiial charadler of their fovereign, by a vain 
attempt to magnify the extent of his power ; 
when they ferioufly advifed thePerfians to pre- 
vent,, by a timely accommodation, the wrath of a 
monarch, who was yet ignorant of tiiis diftant 
war. A truce of one hundred years was folemnly 
ratified ; and although the revolutions of Ar- 
menia might threaten the public tranquillity, the 
eflential conditions of this treaty were refpefted 
near fourfcore years by the fucbeflbrs of Con^ 
ftantine and Artaxerxes. 
Armenia Since the Ronian and Parthian ftandards firft 
t!!r^^^ encountered on the banks of the Euphrates, the 
Perfians kingdom of Armenia^* was alternately oppreffed 

and the 

1^^*™*"^ ■* This account of the ruin and diviCon of the kingdom of Armenia 

is taken from the third Ibook of the Armenian hiftory of Mofei of 
Chorene. Deficient as he is in every qualification of a good hif^ 
toriauy his local information, his paflionsy and his prejudices) are 
ftrongly expreffive of a native and contemporary. Pirocopius (de 
Edificiis, r. xiii. c. i. 5.) relates the fame, fads in a very different man- 
ner ; but I have ext»-a6ted the circumftances the moft probable in 
diemfelvesy and the leaft ineonfifbnt with Mofe« of Chorene. 

by 
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by its formidable proteftors j and in the courfe c H A F. 
of this Hiftory, feveral events, which inclined the ^^^^^^ 
balance of peace and war, have lieen already 
related. A difgraceful treaty had refigned Ar» 
menia to the ambition of Sapor ; and the fcale of 
Perfla appeared to preponderate. But the royal 
race of Arfaces impatiently fubmitted to the houfcr 
pf Saflan ; the tui-bulent nobles aiTerted,^ or be? 
trayed, their hereditary indepepdence ; £ind thet 
nation was flill attached to the Chri/iian prii^ce^ 
q{ Conftantinople. In ther beginning of the fifth 
century, Armenia was divided by the progr^fs of 
war and £si^ion^^ ; and the unnatural divifipQ 
precipitated the downfal ofthatanCient monatqhy^ 
Chofroes, the Perfian vaiflal, reigned ovet th^ 
Eaftern and moil extenfive portion of the coun<* 
try ; while the Weftern province acknowledge^ 
the jurifdi^on of Arfaces, and the fupremacy o£ 
the Emperor Arcadius* After the death of Ari. 
fiices, the Romans ilippieffed the regal govern^' 
ment, and impofed on their allies the condition 
of fubje^ts. The military command . was dele- 
gated to the Count of the Armenian frontier j the 
city of Theodoflopolis''* was built and fortified in 

aflrpng 

'^ The weftern Armenians uied the Greek language and cHaradlers 
in their religious offices ; but the ufe of that hoftile tongue was pro- 
Inbited by the Perfians in the Eaftern provinces* which were obliged 
to ufe the Syriac> till the invention of the Armenian letters by MeirobeS| 
in the beginning of the fifth century, and the fubfequent verfion of the 
Bible into the Armenian language ; an event which, relaxed the con^ 
nedlion of the church and nation with Conftantinople. 

** Mofes of Chorem Lilt* c«59. p. 309. and p. 358. Procopiusy de 
£dificiis» 1. iii* 0*5. Theodofiopdis ftandt^ ot rather ftood, about 

thirty. 
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CHA R a ftroDg fituatioD^ on a fertile and- lofty groaod, 
near the feurces of the Euphrates ; and the de- 
pendent territories were rukd by five frtraps, 
whole dignity was marked by a pecaliar habit of 
gold and purple. The lefi fortunate nobles, ivfao 
lamented the lofi of their king, and envied the 
honours of their equals, were provoked to ncgo- 
date their peace and pardon at thePerfian coort; 
and returning, with their fdlowers, to die palace 
of Artaxata, acknowledged Chofiroes for their 
lawful Ibverdgn. About thirty years afterwards, 
Artafires, the nq)hew and fucceflor of Chofities, 
fell under the dilpleafure of the haughty and 
capricious nobles of Armenia ; and they unani* 
moufly defired a Ferfian governor in the room of 
an unwcMTthy king. TheanfweroftheArchbilhop 
Ifiiac, whofe fand;ion they earneftly foKcited, is 
expreffive of the chara^r of a fuperftitious 
people. He deplored the ntanifefi; and inex* 
cu&ble vices of Artafires ; and declared, that he 
Aould not hefitate to accufis him before the tri* 
bunal of a Chriftian emperor, who would punifh, 
without deftroying, the finner. << Our king," 
continued Ifaac, ^^ is too muchaddi&ed to licen* 
^ tious pleafures, but he has been purified in the 
** holy waters of baptifm. He is a lover of 
'< women, but he does not adore the fire or the 
^ elements. He may deferve the r^roach d 
<< lewdneis, but he is an undoubted Catholic } 
*' and his fiuth is pure, though his manners are 

tibirtf fifc milfli ta the eaft of Axzerotan^ the modern cafitil ci 
Ttnkiih Axmenia. See D^AaYiUey Geognqphie Ancfenne, torn, il 
p.99t 100. ^ . , 

'« flagitious. 
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f^ fl^kious. I will never confent to abandon c H A f^ 
" my Iheep to the rage of devouring wolves ; and ^ ^^xx& 
<< you would foon repent your rafli exchange of 
^^ the infirmities of a believer, for the ^ecious 
<< virtues of an heathen '^'' Exaiperated by the 
firmnefs of Ifaac, the factious nobles accufed 
both the king and the archbilhop as the fecret 
adherents of the Emperor:: and abfurdly rejoiced 
in the fentence of condemnation, which, after a 
partial hearing, was folemnly pronounced by 
Bahrain himfel^. The defcendents of Arfaces 
were degraded from the royal dignity '^, which 
they had poflefled above five hundred and fixty 
years'^ $ and the dominions of the unfortunate 
Artafires, under the new and fignificant appella- 
tion of Perfarmenia, were reduced into the form 
of a province* This ufurpation excited the jea- 
louiy of the Roman government ; but the rifing 
diiputes were foon terminated by an amicable, 



"^ Mofes Choren. L iii. c. 63. p. $t6. According to die inftitDtion 
of St. Gr^orythe apoftle of Armenia^ tho Archbiihop wat always of 
the royal fan^y ; a drcumftance which* in famt degree* corredled 
the influence of the iacerdoCal chandler* and united the mitre with the 
crown. 

"^ Abranch of the^ royal houTe of Arfaces ftill fubfifted with the 
rank aud pofleffions (as it (hould ieem) of Armenian (ktrape. See 
Mofes Choren. 1. iiL c. 65. p. 321. 

*^ Valarlaces was appointed King of Armenia by his brother th^ 
Pimhian monarch* immediately after the defeat of Antiochus Sidetee 
(Mofes Choren. 1. ii. c. %• p. 85.^ one hundred and thirty yearv 
before Chrift. Without depending on the various and contradi^ory 
periods of the reigns of the laft longs* we may be affimed* that the 
ruin of the Armenian kingdom happoied after die council of Chalcoi^ 
idoQ* A«D. 431 (l.iiL c. 6i. p«3i»«}» "^ under Veramus* or 
Bahram* King of Perfia (L iH. c* 64. p* 3x7^ who reigned from 
^ D. 4ao t« 440. See Aflemanni* Bibliot. QrieataL torn. ill. 
p. 396. 
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though unequal, partition of the ancient king- 
dom of Armenia ; and a territorial acquifition, 
vhich Auguflus might have defpifed, reflefted 
fome luftre on the declining empire of the 
younger Tbeodofius. 
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